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INTRODUCTION. 


As  the  third  volume  of  the  printed  text  finishes  the 
third  and  fourth  Ashtakas , and  commences  the  fifth, 
I have  thought  it  advisable  to  publish,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  the  translation  of  the  third  and  fourth 
Ashtakas , completing  one  half  of  the  entire  Rig- Veda. 

The  third  Ashtaka  comprehends  the  conclusion  of 
the  third  Mandate,  the  fourth,  and  the  commencement 
of  the  fifth : the  rest  of  the  fifth,  and  five  of  the  six 
sections  of  the  sixth  Mandate , are  comprised  in  the 
fourth  Ashtaka . 

It  was  remarked  in  the  Introduction  to  the  first 
Ashtaka , that  the  fifth  Mandate  was  ascribed  to  Atri 
and  his  sons,  who  were  of  rather  equivocal  nomencla- 
ture : this  will  be  confirmed  by  the  actual  translation : 
and  if  the  authorship  of  the  Suktas  be  rightly  de- 
fined, Atri  must  have  had  a large  family,  as  the 
names  exceed  forty,  besides  groups,  as  Prayaswats , 
Gaupayanas , Laupdyanas , and  Vasuyus , each  consist- 
ing of  an  indefinite  number : several  of  the  names,  as 
Pratikshatra,  Pratiratha,  Pratibuanu,  Pratipra- 
bha,  are  of  evident  fabrication : we  have  also,  in 
Arciiananas  and  SyavAswa,  father  and  son,  who  could 
not  both  have  been  sons  of  Atri  : there  is  likewise  the 
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unusual  occurrence  of  a female  author  of  a Sukta , the 

lady  ViswavarA.  The  common  epithet  of  these  persons, 

Atrcya , does  not,  however,  necessarily  imply  a son  or 

daughter  of  Atri,  and  may  he  interpreted  descendant 

or  disciple : the  latter  is  rendered  most  probable,  as 

the  list  includes  three  Rajas  among  the  Rishis , or 

Tryaruna,  Trasadasyu,  and  Aswamedha,  who  are 

the  joint  authors  of  a Sukta  (p.  272) : to  one  of  them, 

Trasadasyu,  a preceding  Sukta  also  is  ascribed.  In  all 

probability,  however,  there  is  little  or  no  authority  for 

the  authorship  of  the  Suktas  of  this  Mandala , and  their 

ascription  to  individuals  is  as  arbitarv  and  unreal  as 

that  of  any  other  portion,  whether  termed  Ashtaka  or 

Mandala. 

• • 

Of  the  hundred  and  twenty-one  Suktas  of  the  third 
Ashtaka,  those  addressed  to  Agni,  either  alone,  or 
associated  with  some  other  deity,  are  forty-four ; those 
to  Indra,  singly  or  with  others,  forty-eight;  making 
together  ninety-two : of  the  rest,  five  are  addressed  to 
the  Viswadevas,  five  to  the  As  wins,  five  to  the 
Ribhus , three  to  Dadhikra , three  to  Usiias,  two  to 
Savitri,  and  one  each  to  the  Yupa , or  sacrificial 
post,  to  the  Apr  is,  to  Mitra,  to  the  Sycna  or  Ilawk, 
to  Heaven  and  Earth,  to  Vayu,  and  to  Kshetrapati , 
or,  the  lord  of  the  field,  and  the  implements  of  agricul- 
ture. 

The  fourth  Ashtaka  comprehends  one  hundred  and 
forty  Suktas , of  which  Agni  and  Indra  have  a large 
proportion,  although  rather  less  considerable  than  in 
the  third:  the  former  is  the  deity  of  thirty-six 

Suktas,  the  latter,  singly  or  in  association  with 
others,  of  forty-six,  together  eighty-two:  of  the  re- 
mainder, the  V iswadevas  have  twelve  Suktas  dedicated 
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to  them,  rather  a larger  number  than  usual,  besides 
which,  five  other  hymns  are  addressed  to  various 
divinities,  much  the  same  as  the  Viswadevas:  twelve 
Suktas  have  the  Maruts  for  deities,  and  eleven  Mitra 
and  Varuna  conjointly,  which  is  something  unusual: 
the  Aswins  have  six  Suktas;  PdsHAN  four;  the  Dawn 
and  Savitri  two  each;  and  Parjanya,  PrithivI,  Va- 
runa, Saraswati,  and  the  Cows , have  one  each. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  there  is  little  of  novel 
interest  in  the  Suktas  of  these  two  divisions,  as 
regards  their  mythological  bearings : the  same  attri- 
butes are  ascribed  to  the  same  divinities,  and  the  same 
legends  are  repeated,  which  have  occurred  in  the  pre- 
ceding Ashtakas;  the  legendary  exploits  being  some- 
times, however,  transferred  to  different  actors,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  death  of  Vritra  being  ascribed  to  Agni, 
instead  of,  as  usual,  to  Indra,  (p.  21,  v.  4.);  and 
again,  where  Dadhyancii,  the  son  of  Atiiarvan,  is 
said  to  have  kindled  the  slayer  of  Vritra,  the  de- 
stroyer of  the  cities  of  the  Asuras , the  exploits  of 
Indra  are  obviously  assigned  to  Agni,  (p.  410,  v.  14.) : 
the  observation  made  in  the  Introduction  to  the  trans- 
lation of  the  second  Ashtaka  may  be  here  repeated, 
that  the  Suktas  addressed  to  the  principal  divinities, 
especially  to  Agni  and  Indra,  in  these  two  divisions, 
deal  more  in  general  solicitation  and  panegyric,  and 
are  less  rich  in  legend,  than  the  Suktas  of  the  first 
Ashtaka,  with  very  rare,  though  not  altogether  unim- 
portant exceptions. 

In  the  hymns  addressed  to  Agni  the  same  attributes 
and  allusions  occur  that  are  found  in  preceding 
Suktas , and  enumerated  in  the  Introduction  to  the 
first  volume.  We  hav^jerhaps  more  distinctly  asserted 
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his  character  of  creator  of  the  universe,  (p.  8,  v.  5., 
p.  17,  v.  4.,  p.  120,  v.  15.),  and  in  his  universality, 
as  intimated  in  one  hymn  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary mysticism  (pp.  28,  29,  v.  7,  8.  and  note), 
we  have  the  rudiments  probably  of  the  pantheistic 
notion,  which,  as  the  word  Vedanta  imports,  are  based 
upon  the  Veda:  the  identification  of  Agni  with  other 
divinities,  his  being  Indra,  Vritra,  Varuna,  Aryaman, 
ltUDRA,  is  of  the  same  tendency,  (p.  237,  v.  1.). 

In  like  manner  the  attributes  and  exploits  of  Indra, 
his  slaying  of  Vritra,  his  recovery  of  the  stolen  cattle, 
his  destruction  of  various  Asuras , and  of  their  cities, 
and  his  patronage  of  individual  princes  have  all  been 
told  before,  in  general  more  fully : his  drinking  of  the 
/Soma-juice  is  the  subject  of  very  many  uninteresting 
stanzas,  and  most  of  the  hymns  of  which  he  is  the  hero 
suggest  little  that  is  of  additional  value.  In  the  six- 
teenth hymn  of  the  first  section  of  the  fourth  Ashtaka 
some  novel  circumstances  are  narrated  of  the  Asura  Na- 
muchi  : mention  has  been  made  of  him  in  the  first  and 
second  sections,  but  here,  for  the  first  time,  it  is  said  of 
him,  that  he  sends  an  army  of  women  against  Indra,  as 
if  a nation  of  amazons  were  alluded  to : the  passage, 
however,  is  obscure,  and  the  explanation  imperfect 
(p.  279,  v.  9.). 

In  the  sixth  Sukta  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  third 
Ashtaka  there  is  also  some  additional  legend  which 
may  be  suspected  of  a historical  bearing,  however 
exaggerated,  when  it  is  related  that  Indra  was  fol- 
lowed by  a large  host,  thousands,  in  his  attack  upon 
the  Asura  Kuyava  ; and  that,  on  another  occasion,  he 
destroyed  fifty  thousand  Krishnas , or  dark-complex- 
ioned Rdkshasas , according  to  the  scholiast : one  infe- 
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rence  from  these  numbers  is,  that  the  Rishis  of  the  time 
of  the  Veda  were  not  unfamiliar  with  the  levy  of 
numerous  bodies  of  combatants ; and  another,  which  is 
more  important,  is  the  probability  that  by  Asuras 
and  Rakshasas , nothing  more  is  meant  than  hostile 
tribes  or  nations:  the  mortal  Rajas , Kutsa,  Rijis- 
WAN,  Sudas,  and  others,  in  whose  defence  or  for 
whose  benefit  these  adversaries  are  demolished, 
could  scarcely  have  waged  war  with  superhuman  be- 
ings, could  scarcely  have  incurred  their  enmity,  except 
in  their  character  of  disturbers  of  sacrifices  offered  to 
the  gods,  meaning  thereby,  very  possibly,  the  yet  un- 
converted races  of  India  opposed  to  Brahmanical  rites : 
that  we  are  to  look  upon  them  as  principally  if  not  ex- 
clusively human  beings  is  most  consistent  with  their  be- 
ing engaged  in  contests  with  human  princes;  and  the 
identity  is  further  established  by  the  appellation  of  Dasyu 
being  assigned  to  the  Asura , Sambara,  (p.  444,  v.  4.  n.) 

Like  Agni,  Indra  is  identified  with  various  persons 
and  divinities;  and  in  one  hymn  it  is  intimated  that 
he  is  the  only  real  object  of  adoration,  to  whomsoever 
else  it  may  be  nominally  addressed,  taking  whatever 
manifestation  he  pleases,  whether  that  of  Agni,  Vishnu, 
or  Rudra  (p.  473,  v.  18.):  he  is  also  represented  in 
the  same  hymn  as  of  a capricious  temperament,  neg- 
lecting those  who  serve  him,  and  favouring  those  who 
pay  him  no  adoration  (p.  473,  v.  17.);  a notion 
somewhat  at  variance  with  a doctrine  previously  in- 
culcated, that  the  ceremonial  worship  of  Indra  is 
able  to  atone  for  the  most  atrocious  crimes  (p.  289,  n.). 

The  Suktas  addressed  to  the  other  deities  propiti- 
ated in  the  third  and  fourth  Ashtakas  are  for  the  most 
^^part  mere  repetitions  of  those  which  have  been  given 
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in  the  first  and  second : one  of  the  two  ‘ dedicated  in 
the  third  Book/  to  Savttri  (S.  ix.  3rd  Adhy.  3rd 
Asht.  p.  110.)  contains  the  verse  that  constitutes  an 
essential  part  of  the  daily  prayers  of  the  Brahmans, 
and  is  especially  known  as  the  Gayatri:  the  commen- 
tators admit  some  variety  of  interpretation,  but  it 
probably  meant,  in  its  original  use,  a simple  invoca- 
tion of  the  sun  to  shed  a benignant  influence  upon 
the  customary  offices  of  worship,  and  that  it  is  still 
employed  by  the  unphilosophical  Hindus  with  merely 
that  signification : later  notions,  and  especially  those 
of  the  Vedanta , have  operated  to  attach  to  the  text 
an  import  it  did  not  at  first  possess,  and  have  con- 
verted it  into  a mystical  propitiation  of  the  spiritual 
origin  and  essence  of  existence,  or  Brahm. 

The  hymns  addressed  to  Dadhikra , or  Dadhikravan , 
contemplate  the  sun  under  the  type  of  a horse,  and  in 
one  of  them  (p.  199)  occurs  a stanza  known  as  the 
Hansavati  Rich , in  which,  under  various  appellations, 
the  sun  is  considered  to  be  identified  with  the  supreme 
Spirit,  or  Parabralima , although  it  may  be  questionable 
how  far  the  terms  bore  originally  the  significations 
which  commentators  have  subsequently  assigned  them. 

In  the  third  Aslitaka  are  two  Suktas , of  which  the 
Syena , the  hawk  or  kite,  is  said  to  be  the  deity  of 
part  of  one,  and  of  the  whole  of  the  other:  the 
style  of  the  hymns  is  rather  mystical,  and  one  inter- 
pretation identifies  the  bird  with  the  supreme  Spirit : 
the  general  tenor,  however,  merely  alludes  to  a legend 
told  in  the  Aitareya  Brahmana , as  mentioned  in  a 
note  (p.  71),  of  the  /SVwwi-plant  having  been  brought 
from  heaven  by  the  Gayatri ',  the  metre  personified,  in 
the  form  of  a hawk ; a possible  allegory  connecting 
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the  use  of  hymns  in  the  Gdyatri  measure  with  the 
early  or  original  offering  of  the  Soma  libation  at  the 
worship  of  the  gods. 

Another  novel  Sukta  in  the  third  Ashtaka  has  for 
its  object  the  sanctification  of  the  lord  of  the  field, 
and  of  the  implements  of  agriculture:  the  spirit  of 
mysticism  identifies  them  with  divinities,  as  Agni, 
Indra,  VAyu,  but  whether  the  terms  be  understood 
literally  or  typically,  the  inference  will  be  the  same; 
the  great  importance  attached  by  the  Hindus  of  the 
Vaidik  era  to  the  operations  of  agriculture,  and  the 
fitness  of  the  means  used  by  them  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  land.  Of  the  hymn  that  follows  this  it  is  not 
easy  to  understand  the  purport,  but  it  is  chiefly  in  the 
praise  of  clarified  butter,  or  Ght , and  may  connect  the 
labours  of  the  herdsman  with  those  of  the  plough : a 
Sukta  addressed  to  the  Cows  (p.  439)  may  be  re- 
garded as  of  a similar  class,  but  it  contains  nothing 
peculiarly  characteristic : the  short  hymn  to  Prithivi , 
the  Earth  (p.  374),  might  be  classed  with  the  agri- 
cultural, but  it  is  very  general  and  unmeaning. 

In  the  two  Ashtakas  the  Viswadevas  are  the  divi- 

• • 

nities  of  seventeen  Suktas , or,  if  we  add  the  five  ad- 
dressed to  various  deities,  who  are,  however,  much  the 
same  as  the  Viswadevas,  twenty:  they  are  for  the 
most  part  the  same  deities  as  occur  in  their  individual 
capacities  elsewhere,  Agni,  Indra,  Varuna,  Aditi, 
the  Adityas , the  Mauuts,  and  offer  only  their  usual 
properties  and  allusions : some  of  the  hymns  deal  in 
mysticism,  and  are  accordingly  obscure ; and  scattered 
through  them  are  references  to  circumstances  of  general 
interest,  but  for  the  most  part  they  add  little  to  what 
has  been  elsewhere  described.  The  same  may  be  said 
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of  the  Suktas  to  the  Maruts,  the  Aswins,  the  Ribhus, 
whose  attributes  and  exploits  are  mere  repetitions  of 
what  has  gone  before : the  Suktas  dedicated  to  Pusiian 
more  explicitly  describe  him  as  the  guardian  of  roads 
and  protector  of  travellers,  indicating  an  interchange 
of  domicile  and  intercourse  of  traffic  that  could  pre- 
vail only  amongst  a people  advanced  some  way  in 
civilization : Pusiian  appears  also  in  a new  character  as 
the  patron  of  conjurors  (p.  495),  especially  of  those  who 
discover  stolen  goods, an  order  of  professors  still  familiar 
to  the  people  of  India. 

A solitary  passage,  and  one  of  which  the  commen- 
tator has  given  no  satisfactory  explanation,  raises  the 
number  of  the  deities  to  an  extent  which  is  wholly 
incompatible  with  the  ordinary  enumeration : it  is  said 
at  the  close  of  the  ninth  Sukta  of  the  first  chapter  of 
the  third  Ashtaka , (p.7)  that  three  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  deities,  «fci*as,have  done  homage  to 
Agni,  and  appointed  him  their  ministrant  priest.  Sa- 
yana  refers  for  the  confirmation  of  this  statement  to  the 
Brihad  Aranyaka,  where  something  of  the  kind  is  found, 
but  which  cannot  be  regarded  as  authority  for  the 
text  of  the  Veda : the  ordinary  enumeration  of  the 
classes  of  the  subordinate  divinities  makes  them  but 
thirty-three,  and  the  Veda  is  cited  as  the  authority 
for  this  enumeration  as  repeated  in  the  Puranas: 
Vishnu  Pur.,  p.  123,  note. 

Although  the  texts  of  the  Rig-  Veda,  more  or  less 
detached,  are  extensively  employed  in  the  ritual  of 
the  Brahmans,  yet  the  allusions  to  ceremonial  offices 
are  very  rare,  and  not  always  very  explicit  : of  course 
commendations  of  the  offering  of  the  juice  of  the  Soma 
plant  arc  constantly  repeated,  and  its  effects  upon  those 
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who  drink  it,  especially  Indra,  are  described  in  the  usual 
exaggerated  strain : there  is  also  occasionally  a palpable 
confusion  of  attributes  with  those  of  the  moon,  arising 
out  of  identity  of  name  (p.  453).  Clarified  butter,  or  Gin 
is  also  not  unfrequently  named  or  alluded  to ; and  in 
one  instance  we  have  a hymn  to  the  Yupa , or  post  to 
which  the  victim  is  fastened,  as  typical  of  the  / anaspati , 
the  lord  of  the  wood,  the  tree  out  of  which  it  has  been 
fabricated.  The  practice  of  animal  sacrifices  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale  is  affirmed  in  two  places,  in  one  of  which 
(p.  276)  it  is  said,  that  three  hundred  buffaloes  have 
been  offered  to  Indra  as  a burnt-offering,  and  in  the 
other  (p.  410)  it  is  prayed  that  one  hundred  may 
be  so  offered : the  phrase  in  both  passages  is,  dressing 
or  cooking,  (root, pack) ; so  that  the  offering,  like  that 
of  other  nations  of  antiquity,  wras  no  doubt  partaken 
of  by  those  presenting  the  holocaust:  another  Sukta 
(p.  22)  is  considered  by  the  scholiast  as  appropriate 
to  an  animal  sacrifice,  as  it  repeatedly  specifies  the 
presentation  of  the  marrow  or  fat  from  the  interior 
of  the  victim  to  Agni. 

There  is  scarcely  any  indication  of  doctrinal  or 
philosophical  speculation,  no  allusion  to  the  later 
notions  of  the  several  schools,  except  those  expres- 
sions above  noticed  suggestive  of  the  identity  of  all 
gods  and  of  all  beings ; nor  is  there  any  hint  of  the 
metempsychosis,  or  of  the  doctrine  which  is  intimately 
allied  to  it,  of  the  repeated  renovation  of  the  world  : 
on  the  contrary,  there  is  one  remarkable  passage 
which  denies  this  elsewhere  unquestioned  proposition. 
It  is  there  emphatically  affirmed  that  the  heaven  and 
the  earth  were  generated  but  once,  as  was  the  milk 
of  Prisni,  or  the  nourishment  of  the  winds,  that  is  to 
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say,  the  rain;  and  that  nothing  similar  was  succes- 
sively produced,  (p.  481,  v.  22.). 

Various  intimations  are  given,  although  less  fre- 
quent or  decisive  than  in  the  preceding  Ashtakas , of 
the  social  condition  of  the  Hindus  of  the  Vaidik 
period : they  confirm  the  conclusions  previously  drawn 
of  the  advanced  state  of  civilization:  cities  are  re- 
peatedly mentioned,  and  although,  as  the  objects  of 
Indra’s  hostility,  they  may  be  considered  as  cities  in 
the  clouds,  the  residences  of  the  Asuras , yet  the 
notion  of  such  aggregations  of  any  class  of  beings 
could  alone  have  been  suggested  by  actual  observation, 
and  the  idea  of  cities  in  heaven  could  have  been 
derived  only  from  familiarity  with  similar  assem- 
blages upon  earth : but,  as  above  intimated,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  by  Asuras  we  are  to  understand,  at  least 
occasionally,  the  anti-vaidik  people  of  India,  and  that 
theirs  are  the  cities  destroyed.  It  is  also  to  be 
observed,  that  the  cities  are  destroyed  on  behalf  or  in 
defence  of  mortal  princes,  who  could  scarcely  have 
beleaguered  celestial  towns,  even  with  Indra’s  as- 
sistance: indeed,  in  one  instance  (p.  173)  it  is  said 
that,  having  destroyed  ninety  and  nine  out  of  the 
hundred  cities  of  the  Asura , Sambara,  Indra  left  the 
hundredth  habitable  for  his  protegd,  DivodAsa,  a ter- 
restrial monarch,  to  whom  a metropolis  in  the  fir- 
mament would  have  been  of  questionable  advan- 
tage. 

That  the  cities  of  those  days  consisted,  to  a great 
extent,  of  mud  and  mat  hovels  is  very  possible : they 
do  so  still : Benares , Agra,  Delhi , even  Calcutta , pre- 
sent numerous  constructions  of  the  very  humblest 
class:  but  that  they  consisted  of  these  exclusively  is 
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contradicted  in  several  places.  In  one  passage  (p.  1 80), 
the  cities  of  Sambara  that  have  been  overturned  are 
said  to  have  consisted  of  stone:  in  another  (p.  470), 
the  same  cities  are  indicated  by  the  appellative 
dehyah,  the  plastered,  intimating  the  use  of  lime, 
mortar,  or  stucco:  in  another,  we  have  specified  a 
structure  with  a thousand  columns,  which,  whether  a 
palace  or  a temple,  must  have  been  something  very 
different  from  a cottage;  and  again  (p.  288),  a sup- 
plication is  put  up  for  a large  habitation,  which  could 
not  be  intended  for  a hut : cities  with  buildings  of 
some  pretence  must  obviously  have  been  no  rarities 
to  the  authors  of  the  hymns  of  the  Rig-  Veda. 

Notice  has  already  been  taken  of  the  large  scale 
upon  which,  even  allowing  for  exaggeration,  wars 
must  have  been  carried  on : a similar  passage  occurs 
(p.  180),  in  which  it  is  said  that  Indra,  for  the  sake 
of  Dabhi'ti,  destroyed  thirty  thousand  Dasas , slaves, 
or  anti-vaidiks : the  scholiast  says  Rakshasas  and 
others,  but  the  text  has  only  dasa,  and  DabhIti  is  a 
mortal.  It  is  not,  however,  only  with  Dasas  and 
Dasyus  that  we  find  hostilities  prevail,  and  the 
Ary  as  seem  to  have  been  equally  at  variance  amongst 
themselves.  Indra  is  said,  in  one  passage,  to  have 
slain  two  of  their  leaders  on  the  Saryu  river  (p.  179), 
and  in  another  to  have  destroyed  alike  both  Aryas 
and  Dasas  (p.  446):  there  seems,  indeed,  to  have 
been  considerable  animosity  prevailing  amongst  the 
people,  and  the  gods  are  not  unfrequently  solicited  to 
protect  the  worshipper  against  his  own  neighbours 
and  relations.  That  the  religion  or  the  government 
did  not  always  feel  secure  may  be  inferred  from  a 
passage  in  which  Indra  is  requested  to  protect  the 
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worshipper  not  only  in  war,  but  in  peace,  or  amongst 
or  against  the  people  (p.  455). 

Of  progress  in  the  useful  arts  we  have,  as  before, 
occasional  exemplifications.  The  practice  of  agricul- 
ture has  already  been  noticed : the  art  of  weaving  is 
very  particularly  mentioned  (p.  386),  although  in 
connexion  with  some  mystical  reference  to  creation  or 
sacrifice : the  sharpening  of  the  edge  of  iron  weapons 
makes  it  likely  that  steel  is  intended  ; and  there  is 
nothing  surprising  in  this,  as  Indian  steel  was  known 
to  the  Persians  in  the  days  of  Ctesias : the  melting  of  * 
metallic  substances  was  practised  (p.  386),  very  pos- 
sibly of  gold,  for  golden  ornaments,  golden  cuirasses, 
are  repeatedly  mentioned : it  might  be  thought  that 
even  coins  were  current,  for  amongst  the  presents 
made  to  the  Rishi  of  a Sukta  ten  purses  are  specified 
(p.  474) : the  term  kosciyih  may  be  interpreted,  how- 
ever, bags  or  chests,  and  they  may  have  contained 
only  a certain  weight  of  precious  metal. 

The  same  familiarity  with  the  sea  that  has  been 
previously  commented  on  occasionally  occurs,  with 
sufficient  explicitness  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  text : thus,  in  one  place  the  rivers  are  said 
to  rush  to  the  ocean  eager  to  mix  with  it  (p.  59); 
and  again,  the  rivers  disappear  in  the  ocean  (p.  221), 
where  also  it  is  said  that  those  desirous  of  profit  are 
engaged  in  traversing  the  ocean,  clearly  indicating 
maritime  traffic:  the  Maruts , or  personified  winds, 
are  said  to  toss  the  clouds  like  ships,  or  as  the 
scholiast  amplifies  a rather  elliptical  phrase,  as  the 
ocean  tosses  ships : in  another  place  (p.  425),  although 
the  particular  expressions  may  be  equivocal,  yet  it  is 
undeniable  that  the  passage  is  intended  to  convey  the 
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crossing  of  the  ocean  by  certain  individuals  under 
the  guidance  of  Indra. 

There  are  one  or  two  curious  passages  relating  to 
the  laws  of  inheritance,  and  of  simple  contract,  or 
buying  and  selling : they  may  not  be  very  precise  or 
• altogether  intelligible,  yet  they  are  sufficiently  so  to 
shew  that  legislative  enactments  were  in  existence,  and 
that,  with  respect  to  these  two  subjects,  the  law  was 
essentially  the  same  as  that  which  is  laid  down  in  the 
reputed  writings  of  ancient  legislators,  and,  to  a cer- 
tain extent,  is  still  in  force.  A son,  by  virtue  of  holy 
acts,  that  is,  it  may  be  inferred,  the  worship  of  the 
manes , although  not  so  specified,  is  the  heir,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  a daughter,  as  she,  by  marriage,  conveys  the  pro- 
perty into  a different  family : she  is,  however,  to  be  en- 
riched with  gifts,  upon  her  marriage,  it  may  be  supposed 
by  way  of  dower : in  default  of  a direct  male  heir,  the 
son  of  a daughter  is  to  perform  the  rites,  and  conse- 
quently inherit  the  property ; but  this  applies  only  to  the 
son  of  an  appointed  daughter,1  who,  according  to  all  the 
oldest  authorities,  was  considered  equal  to  a son ; and 
the  term  used  in  the  passage  in  question  evidently 
comprehends  this  stipulation  or  appointment:  the 
Sdsadvahni  is  the  transferrer  of  his  daughter  to 
another  family,  under  agreement  or  stipulation,  and 
thereby  proceeds  to,  or  establishes,  the  affiliation  of  a 
grandson;  or  as  the  scholiast,  no  doubt  quite  cor- 
rectly, states  it,  the  father  stipulates,  I will  give  you 


1 “ The  son  of  an  appointed  daughter  is  equal  to  the  son  of  the 
body  : he  shall  inherit  as  a son  the  estate  of  his  father  and  of 
his  maternal  grandfather,  who  leaves  no  male  issue.”  Devala  : 
see  Colcbrooke’ s Digest , 3. 161.,  and  other  texts.  Ibid. 
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my  daughter,  who  has  no  brothers,  on  condition  that 
the  son  who  may  be  begotten  on  her  may  be  my  son 
also : now  this,  although  ancient  law,  is  a refinement 
upon  the  rules  of  inheritance,  and  is  an  unquestionable 
evidence  of  advanced  civilization. 

The  law,  that  if  a person  have  sold  a commodity 
for  less  than  its  value,  and  repents  of  having  done  so, 
he  cannot  reclaim  the  commodity  sold,  from  the  buyer, 
is  apparently  the  law  of  the  present  day,  though  there 
be  some  difference  of  opinion : what  has  been  sold,  it 
is  said,  at  a low  price  by  an  idiot,  or  one  inebriate  or 
insane,  may  be  resumed  compulsorily,  if  need  be,  from 
the  buyer ; but  it  is  then  reasonably  inferred,  that  if 
it  be  sold  for  a low  price  by  a man  sound  of  mind,  the 
sale  is  valid : this  is  so  far  qualified,  that  if  the  sale 
have  been  made  by  mistake  it  may  be  cancelled ; and 
in  general,  rescission  of  the  sale  or  purchase  of 
things  not  perishable  is  allowable  within  ten  days,  at 
the  will  of  either  of  the  parties : this  is  considered  by 
Mill  (History  of  India,  vol.  i.  p.  232)  as  altogether  in- 
compatible with  an  age  in  which  the  divisions  and  re- 
finements of  industry  have  multiplied  the  number  of 
exchanges : and  he  would  therefore  have  looked  upon 
the  law,  as  it  is  laid  down  in  the  text  of  the  Veda , 
making  a sale  and  purchase,  once  concluded,  unalter- 
able, as  a proof  of  an  advanced  era  in  the  interchange 
of  marketable  commodities. 

So  far,  therefore,  the  allusions  to  the  social  condition 
of  the  Hindus  are  in  harmony  with  those  that  have 
been  previously  noticed ; and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
the  references  made  to  the  tracts  occupied  by  them, 
which  were  in  the  north-west  and  west  of  India,  from 
the  Punjab  to  the  mouths  of  the  Indus,  their  outlet  to 
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the  ocean:  we  have  the  Yamuna  mentioned  once, 

the  Ganges  once : the  Saraswati  is  often  named  in 

both  her  characters  as  a goddess  and  a river,  and 

the  Drishadvati , is  in  one  place  associated  with  her 

as  in  Manu , along  with  another  river  not  met  with 

elsewhere,  the  Apaya:  the  Vipasa  and  Satudri,  or 

Beyah  and  Satlaj , are  interlocutors  in  a Sukta  with  the 

Rishi  Viswdmitra,  in  which  lie  entreats  them  to  allow 
• • 

him  to  ford  them  with  his  attendants  and  waggons, 
being  bound  to  the  north-west,  as  he  states,  to  collect 
the  Soma  plant.  Other  rivers  are  named,  as  the 
Rasa , Anitabhd , Kubhd  (p.  330),  Purushni , and  the 
Hariyupiyd,  or  Yavyavati,  the  positions  of  which  are 
no  longer  known,  but  which  were  probably  in  the 
west,  and  were  feeders  of  the  Indus.  On  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  Hariyupiyd  dwelt  a people  called 
Frichfvats , or  Farasikhas , who  were  subjugated,  with 
the  aid  of  Indra,  by  the  Rajas  Abhyavarttin  and 
Prastoka,  (p.  438),  and  who  we  may  suppose,  therefore, 
not  to  have  been  Hindus. 1 A people  called  Rusumas , 
inhabiting,  it  is  said,  a country  so  called,  must 
have  been  an  orthodox  race,  presenting  valuable  gifts 
to  the  Rishi  of  a Sukta  in  which  their  liberality  is 
eulogised  (p.  288)  : on  the  other  hand  it  seems  to  be 
intimated,  that  the  Hinduism  of  the  Vedas  had  not 


1 According  to  the  story,  as  told  in  the  Niti  Manjari,  from 
the  JJrihad  devata,  Abhyavarttin , the  son  of  Chayamdna , and 
Prastoha , the  son  of  Srinjaya,  having  been  defeated  by  the 
Varisikhas , applied  to  the  Rishi,  JJharadudja , to  procure  his 
intercession  with  Indra  for  his  aid  : the  Rishi  complied  with 
their  request,  and  praised  Indra  with  the  Suhta  which  is  given, 
propitiated  by  which  the  deity  came  to  the  assistance  of  the 
princes,  and  destroyed  the  Varisikhas. 
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spread  into  South  Bahar,  when  it  is  asked,  what  do 
the  cattle  for  thee  (Indiia),  among  the  Kikatas 
(p.  86),  Kikata  being  the  ordinary  appellation  of 
that  province;  and  it  is  not  incompatible  with  the 
apparent  limitation  of  the  Hindus  in  the  time  of  the 
Vedas  to  the  western  countries,  that  their  religion  had 
not  extended  so  far  into  the  interior,  especially  into  a 
country  which  is  still  partly  covered  by  forest,  and  in- 
habited by  barbarous  tribes.  Besides  the  rivers  and 
races  thus  named,  and  for  the  most  part  peculiar  to  the 
Veda,  we  have  a number  of  names  of  Rajas  which  are  not 
met  with  elsewhere  (pp.  272,  288,  439) : the  intermar- 
riage of  royal  and  saintly  races,  of  which  the  Pur  anas 
afford  examples,  is  of  Vaidik  authority,  and  is  curi- 
ously illustrated  by  the  story  of  SyAvaswa  (p.  344). 

A few  legends  of  an  interesting  description  occur 
in  the  Ashtakas  now  translated : thus,  in  the  third 
(p.  83),  we  have  a hymn  of  some  length  by  Viswami- 
TRA,  which  is  usually  regarded  as  authority  for  the 
existence  of  a violent  feud  between  the  author  and 
the  Rishi  Vasishtha,  and  their  respective  descendants, 
and  to  be  the  vehicle  of  such  an  imprecation  upon  the 
latter,  that  Brahmans,  who  profess  to  belong  to  the 
gotra , the  traditional  family  or  school  of  Vasishtha, 
will  not  read  or  transcribe  the  passages : the  cause  of 
quarrel  is  not  alluded  to  in  the  Veda,  but  it  is  repeated- 
ly detailed,  with  some  variations,  in  the  heroic  poems  and 
Purdnas.  The  oldest  form  of  the  legend  is,  no  doubt, 
that  of  the  Rdmayana , repeated  in  the  Mahdbhdrata , 
AdiParva,  where  V iswXmitra,  whilst  yet  in  his  original 
or  Kshatriya  character,  attempts  to  carry  off  by 
violence  the  all-bestowing  cow  from  the  hermitage 
of  Vasishtha,  typifying,  no  doubt,  a quarrel  between 


INTRODUCTION. 


XXI 


the  Brahmanical  and  Kshatriya  races  for  the 
dominion  of  the  all-yielding  earth;  in  which,  however, 
it  is  very  remarkable  that  the  forces  summoned  to 
take  the  part  of  the  Brahman  are  all  foreigners, 
Sakas,  Yavanas,  Pahnavas , and  Mlechchhas , or  uncon- 
verted tribes,  as  Drdviras , Paundras , Kiratas.  VlS- 
wamitra  afterwards,  by  the  force  of  penance,  becoming 
a Brahman,  appears  in  the  Rdmdyana , and  in  the 
dramas  thence  derived,  on  very  friendly  terms  with 
Vasishtha,  as  the  Puroliita  or  family  priest  of 
Dasaratha,  but  in  the  Mahabhdrata  Adi  Parva,x ol.  1. 
p.  243,  and  Safya  Parva , vol.  3.  p.  361,  we  have  re- 
peated incidents  of  offence  given,  especially  by  Viswa- 
mitra  by  which  Vasishtha  is  reduced  to  despair,  and 
endeavours  in  vain  to  destroy  himself.  Some  of  these 
circumstances  are  subsequently  alluded  to. 

Another  legend  worthy  of  notice  is  that  of  Vama- 
deva,  who,  whilst  yet  unborn,  insists  on  coming  into 
existence  by  his  mother’s  side,  an  incident  that  may 
have  been  suggestive  of  the  subsequent  similarly  mar- 
vellous birth  of  Buddha.  Another  incident  adverted  to 
is  that  of  Vamadeva  having,  when  hungry,  cooked 
for  his  food  the  entrails  of  a dog,  a circumstance  re- 
peated in  the  tenth  book  of  Manu.  Several  allu- 
sions seem  to  indicate  that  the  followers  of  the  Vedas 
were  not  very  scrupulous  as  to  the  articles  of  their 
diet : it  appears,  for  instance,  that  the  flesh  of  the 
wild  cattle  was  allowable,  (p.  163);  and,  in  one 
passage,  even  that  of  the  cow  is  said  to  be  the  best  of 
food  (p.  453). 

The  story  of  the  Raja  Tryaruna,  his  Purohit,  and 
the  boy  over  whom  the  latter  drives  the  former’s  car, 
involves  a legal  argument,  which  is  amongst  the  subtle- 
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ties  of  Hindu  legislation : See  Law  Questions,  Bed - 

lantyne's  Synopsis  of  Science , vol.  1.  p.  x:  the  con- 
sequence, however,  the  cessation  of  the  use  of  fire,  is 
more  remarkable,  intimating  possibly  a sort  of  inter- 
dict, during  which  the  performance  of  burnt-sacrifices 
was  suspended:  the  story  is  rather  obscurely  nar- 
rated. We  may  advert  to  one  more  legend,  as  it  is 
more  particularly  given  by  Manu  (10.  107.):  the 
Veda  merely  states  the  fact  that  BiiaradwAja,  the 
Rishi , accepted  presents  from  a person  named  Bribu  : 
in  Manu  and  in  the  Niti  Manjart  he  is  said  to  have 
been  a carpenter  or  woodcutter;  and  in  both  these 
authorities  the  moral  of  the  story  is  the  legality  of 
the  acceptance  of  presents  from  persons  of  inferior 
caste,  by  Brahmans  in  time  of  distress:  the  latter 
qualification  was  probably  unknown  in  the  days  of  the 
Veda,  when  questions  of  impurity,  whether  of  food  or 
of  caste,  had  not  come  to  be  entertained. 

At  the  same  time  it  may  be  doubted  whether  there 
are  not  in  these  two  portions  of  the  Rig - Veda,  some  • 
intimation  of  the  institution  of  caste,  although  not  yet 
fully  developed:  the  five  classes,  which  sometimes 
signify  different  orders  of  created  beings,  can,  in  one 
or  two  passages,  apply  to  human  beings  alone ; whether 
to  the  four  usual  distinctions  with  the  Nishada  for 
the  fifth  is  not  explicitly  asserted  in  the  text, 
although  it  is  so  understood  by  the  qommentator.  The 
designation  of  Brahmana  not  unfrequently  occurs, 
although  its  specific  application  may  be  question- 
able: in  one  passage  (p.  203)  we  have  the  term 
Ksliatriya , as  the  immediate  dependant  upon  a Raja: 
Vis,  meaning  people  in  general,  offers  the  rudiments 
of  Vaisya , although  not  precisely  the  same  word;  we 
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have  not,  however,  met  anywhere  with  the  term  Sudra , 
although  the  thing  may  be  intended  by  the  words  Dasa 
and  Dasih , slave  and  serviles : the  absence  of  the  appro- 
priate appellation  is,  however,  a reasonable  argument 
against  the  recognition  of  the  order  to  which  it  be- 
longs ; and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  indications  of 
the  four  recognised  castes  are  imperfect  and  incon- 
clusive. 

Whatever  may  be  the  case  with  the  specification 
of  caste,  however,  the  same  entire  abstinence  that  1ms 
been  heretofore  observed  from  all  allusion  to  the  ob- 
jects of  worship  consecrated  by  the  Purdnas  and  Tan - 
tras  continues  to  prevail  in  the  two  additional  sections 
now  translated;  and  the  personified  triad  of  divine 
attributes,  Brahma,  Vishnu,  Siva,  in  their  capacities  of 
creator,  preserver,  destroyer,  with  the  popular  forms 
of  the  two  latter  Krishna  and  the  Lingo , and  all  the 
manifestations  of  the  bride  of  Mahadeva,  continue  to 
be  utterly  unknown  to  the  primitive  texts  of  the  re- 
ligion of  the  Hindus. 


II.  II.  WILSON. 


London,  *K )th  April,  1807. 
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THIRD  ASnTAKA. 


FIRST  ADHYXyA. 


MANDALA  III.  ( continued ). 

ANUVAKA  I.  ( continued ). 
SUKTA  VII.  (VII.) 


The  deity  is  Agni  ; the  Rishi  is  Viswamitra  ; the  metre  is 
• Trish  tubh. 

1.  The  (rays)  of  the  blackbacked,  all-sustaining 
(Agni)1  have  arisen,  and  pervaded  the  parents  (earth 
and  heaven)  and  the  flowing  rivers  ;2  the  surrounding 
parents  co-operate  with  him,  and  bestow  long  life  for 
the  sake  of  assiduous  worship. 

2 The  sky-traversing  steeds  of  the  showerer  (of 
.benefits)  are  the  milch  kine3  (of  Agni);  as  he  attains 

1 Sit  ip  risk  thasya  dhdseh  ; Agni  is  understood,  so  is  rasmayat 
rnys,  according  to  Sayana : he  explains  dhoti  by  sarvasya 
dhdrayitri. 

2 Sapta  vdnih  the  commentator  explains  by  sarjmnasiodbhdvd 
nadth ; otherwise  sapta  might  be  thought  to  mean  seven,  its 
more  usual  acceptation. 

6 Dhenavah  ; but  Sayana  considers  it  as  an  adjective  equiva- 
lent to  prinayitryah , propitiators,  plcasers. 
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the  divine  (rivers),  bearers  of  sweet  (water.)  One 
sacred  sound  glorifies  thee  (Agni),  who  art  desirous 
of  repose,  pacifying  (thy  flames)  in  the  abode  of  the 
water  (the  firmament). 

3.  Their  lord  has  mounted  on  his  well-trained 
mares;  the  sagacious  selector  of  treasures,  the  black- 
backed,  many-limbed  (Agni)  has  granted  them  a place 
of  rest  for  the  cherishing  of  (their)  rapid  speed.1 

4.  The  flowing  (rivers)  invigorating  him,  bear 
along  the  great  son  of  Twashtri,  the  undecaying 
upholder  (of  the  world),  radiant  with  various  forms 
in  the  vicinity  (of  the  firmament) : Agni  is  associated 
with  heaven  and  earth,  as  (a  husband  with)  one  only 
wife.2 

5.  Men  comprehend  the  service  of  the  uninjurable 
showerer  (of  benefits),  and  exult  in  the  commands  of  * 
the  mighty  (Agni)  : their  frequent  and  earnest  hymns 
of  praise,  bright  and  radiant,  are  illuminating  heaven. 

G.  Verily  (men)  bring  great  delight  to  Agni  by 
glorifying  aloud  the  mighty  parents  (heaven  and 
earth),  when  the  shedder  of  rain  approximates  his 
own  radiance  to  the  worshipper,  (wherewith)  to  in- 
vest the  night. 

7.  Seven  sages  with  five  ministring  priests3  attend 


1 Atasasya  dhdseh  is  explained  satatayamanasya  poshanar- 
t/iam , for  the  sake  of  cherishing  of  the  perpetual  going. 

2 We  have  in  the  text  nothing  more  than  Ekdm  iva,  like  one, 
the  pronoun  being  feminine.  The  commentator  adds,  yathd 
putnan  ekdm  pravisati,  as  a man  cohabits  with  one  woman. 

3 Ad/twaryubkih  panckabfiih  sapta  viprah ; this  excludes, 
according  to  the  scholiast,  the  Udyutri  and  his  class. 
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the  station  that  is  prepared  for  the  rapid  (Agni): 
the  undecaying  divine  (sages),  with  their  faces  to  the 
east,  sprinkling  (the  libations),  rejoice*  as  they  cele- 
brate the  worship  of  the  gods. 

8.  I propitiate  the  two  first  divine  offerers  of 
sacrifice ; the  seven  (priests)  rejoice  with  the  libation ; 
the  illustrious  celebrators  of  holy  worship,  reciting 
(his)  praises,  have  called  Agni  the  true  (object)  of 
every  rite. 

9.  Divine  invoker  of  the  gods,  the  vast  and  wide- 
spreading  rays  shed  (moisture)  for  thee,  the  mighty, 
the  victorious,  the  wonderful,  the  showerer  (of  bene- 
fits) : do  thou  who  art  all-knowing,  joy-bestowing, 
bring  hither  the  great  gods,  and  heaven  and  earth. 

10.  Ever-moving  (Agni)  may  the  mornings  rise 
for  us,  abounding  with  oblations,  with  pious  prayers? 
and  with  auspicious  signs,  and  conferring  wealth ; and 
do  thou,  with  the  might  of  thy  (diffusive  flame),  con- 
sume all  sin  on  behalf  of  thy  respectable  (worshipper). 

11.  Grant,  Agni,  to  the  offerer  of  the  oblation, 
earth  the  bestower  of  cattle,  the  means  of  many  (pious 
rites),  such  that  it  may  be  perpetual : may  there  be  to 
us  sons  and  grandsons,  and  may  thy  good-will  ever 
be  productive  of  benefits  to  us.1 

1 This  verse  is  the  burden  of  several  Suktas  in  the  preceding 
Ashtaka,  see  vol.  ii.  pp.  323, 334,  336.  Sdyana  rather  varies 
his  interpretation  in  some  respects  upon  this  recurrence  of  the 
verse : thus  he  translates  in  the  former,  lid,  by  Bhumi,  earth : 
here  he  calls  her  a female  divinity  in  the  form  of  a cow,  gorupam 
devatam,  and  he  connects  vijdvd  with  anumati , good-will,  ex- 
plaining it  abandhyd,  may  it  be  not  barren,  productive : see 
Introduction,  vol.  ii.  p.  xxvi. 
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SlJKTA  VIII.  (VIII.) 

The  deity  is  considered  to  1x5  tlio  Ytipa,  or  sacrificial  post,  diver- 
sified as  single  or  as  many  : the  Vistvadevas  are  the  deities  of 
the  eighth  stanza ; the  Jlishi  is  Viswamitra  ; the  metre  of 
the  third  and  seventh  verses  is  Anushtubh ; of  the.  rest, 
Tnshtubh. 

1.  Vanaspati / the  devout  anoint  thee  with  sacred 
butter  at  the  sacrifice;  and  whether  thou  standest 
erect,  or  thine  abode  be  on  the  lap  of  this  thy  mother 
(earth),  grant  us  riches. 

2.  Standing  on  the  east  of  the  kindled  (fire),  dis- 
pensing food  (as  the  source)  of  undecaying  (health) 
and  excellent  progeny,  keeping  off  our  enemy  at  a 
distance,  stand  up  for  great  auspiciousness. 

3.  Be  exalted,  Vanaspati,  upon  this  sacred  spot  of 
earth,  befng  measured  with  careful  measurement,  and 
bestow  food  upon  the  offerer  of  the  sacrifice. 

4.  Well  clad  and  hung  wfith  wreaths  comes  the 
youthful  (pillar) : most  excellent  it  is  as  soon  as  ge- 
nerated: stedfast  and  wise  venerators  of  the  gods, 
meditating  piously  in  their  minds,  raise  it  up. 

5.  Born  (in  the  forest),  and  beautified  in  the  sacri- 
fice celebrated  by  men,  it  is  (again)  engendered  for 

. the  sanctification  of  the  days  (of  sacred  rites) : sted- 
fast, active,  and  intelligent  (priests)  consecrate  it 
with  intelligence,  and  the  devout  worshipper  recites 
its  praise. 

1 Vanaxpatiy  lit.  forest  lord,  is  here  said  to  mean  the  post  of 
wood  to  which  the  victim  is  tied  : the  verse  is  quoted,  in  the 
Aitareya  JJrdhmana , n.  2,  and  is  similarly  expounded  in  the 
Niruhtdy  8,  18. 
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6.  May  those  (posts)  which  devout  men  have  cut 
down,  or  which,  Vanaspati,  the  axe  has  trimmed,  may 
they  standing  resplendent  with  all  their  parts  (entire) 
bestow  upon  us  wealth  with  progeny. 

7.  May  those  posts  which  have  been  cut  down 
upon  the  earth,  and  which  have  been  fabricated  by 

. the  priests,  those  which  are  the  accomplishers  of  the 
sacrifice,  convey  our  acceptable  (offering)  to  the  gods. 

8.  May  the  leaders  of  the  rite,  the  divine  Adityas. 

. Rudras,  Vcisus,  Heaven  and  Earth,  the  Earth,  the 

firmament,  well  pleased,  protect  our  sacrifice:  let 
them  raise  aloft  the  .standard  of  the  ceremony. 

9.  Arrayed  in  bright  (garments),  entire  (in  their 
parts),  these  pillars  ranging  in  rows  like  swans,  have 
come  to  us  erected  by  pious  sages  on  the  east  (of  the 
fire) ; they  proceed  resplendent  on  the  path  of  the  gods. 

10.  Entire  in  all  parts  and  girded  with  rings,  they 
appear  upon  the  earth  like  the  horns  of  horned  cattle ; 
hearing  (their  praises)  by  the  priests : may  they  pro- 
tect us  in  battles. 

11.  Vanaspati  mount  up  with  a hundred  branches, 
that  we  may  mount  with  a thousand,  thou  whom  the 
sharpened  hatchet  has  brought  for  great  auspiciousness. 

S6kta  IX.  (IX.) 

The  deity  is  Aon i ; the  Rishi  Viswamitra  ; the  metre  Brikati, 
except  in  the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Trishtubh, 

1.  We  thy  mortal  friends  have  recourse  for  our 
protection  to  thee,  the  divine,  the  grandson  of  the 
waters,  the  auspicious,  the  resplendent,  the  accessible, 
the  sinless. 


\ 


Varga  I V'. 


Varga  V. 
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Varga  VI. 


2.  Desirous  as  thou  art  of  the  forests  since  thou 
hast  repaired  to  the  maternal  waters,  Agni,  thy 
tarrying  so  far  away  is  not  to  be  endured;  (in  a 
moment)  thou  art  here  with  us.1 * 

3.  Thou  wishest  exceedingly  to  convey  satisfaction 
(to  thy  worshipper)  and  art  thereto  well-disposed; 
of  those  in  whose  friendship  thou  art  cherished,  some  . 
precede  whilst  others  sit  around.3 

4.  The  benignant  and  long-lived  deities  have  dis- 
covered thee,  Agni,  when  required  to  go  against  their 
constant  and  assembled  foes,  hidden  in  the  waters  like 
a lion  (in  a cave.) 

5.  Matariswan  therefore  brought  for  the  gods  from 
afar,  Agni,  hiding  of  himself,  and  generated  by  attri- 
tion, as  (a  father  brings  back)  a fugitive  (son).3 

6.  Bearer  of  oblations,  men  apprehend  thee  (thus 
concealed)  for  the  service  of  the  gods,  and  that  thou, 
youngest  (of  the  deities)  and  friendly  to  mankind, 
mayst  recompense  by  thy  acts  all  their  pious  rites. 

7.  Auspicious  is  thy  worship  for  it  prospers  the 


1 That  is,  according  to  the  scholiast,  although  not  yet 
kindled,  yet  as  soon  as  the  attrition  of  the  touchwood  takes 
place  Agni  appears. 

* According  to  Sdyana  allusion  is  made  to  the  sixteen  priests, 
of  whom  the  Adh  waryu  and  eleven  others  take  an  active  part 
in  the  ceremonial,  whilst  the  Udg&tri  and  other  three  are  sitting 
by,  engaged  in  the  recital  of  the  prayers  and  hymns. 

3 The  text  has  only  sasHvdnsam  ivaf  like  one  going ; the 
scholiast  supplies  the  father  and  son  ; or  it  might  be  thought  to 
indicate  master  and  slave. 
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ignorant  (worshipper),  wherefore  animals1  reverence 
thee,  Agni,  kindled  in  the  beginning  of  the  night. 

8.  Offer  oblations  to  the  object  of  holy  sacrifice,  the 
brilliant  purifier,  who  is  dormant  (in  fuel) : worship 
quietly  the  pervader  (of  the  rite),  the  messenger  (of 
the  gods),  the  rapid,  the  ancient  deity  who  is  entitled 
to  laudation. 

9.  Three  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
divinities  liave  worshipped  Agni  :2  they  have  sprinkled 
him  with  melted  butter;  they  have  spread  for  him 
the  sacred  grass;  and  have  seated  him  upon  it  as 
their  ministrant  priest. 

Sukta  X.  (X). 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before  : the  metre  is  U&hnih. 

1.  Thee,  the  king  of  men;  Agni,  the  divine:  pru- 
dent mortals  kindle  thee  at  the  sacrifice. 


1 Pasavah : according  to  the  comment,  bipeds  as  well  as 
quadrupeds. 

2 Say  ana  quotes  the  Brihad  Aranyaha  for  this  enumeration, 

Adhy&ya  v.  Brdhmana,  p.  642,  but  that  work  gives  apparently 

/ 

3333,  or  according  to  the  gloss  of  Ananda  giri  3336,  but  in  the 
following  verses  the  number  is  as  usual  specified  as  thirty-three; 
the  eight  Vasus,  eleven  Rudras , and  twelve  Adit y as,  with  Indra 
and  Prajdpali:  the  verse  occurs  in  the  Yajush,  xxxm.  7,  where 
Mahulhara  explains  part  of  the  increase  by  multiplying  the 
thirty-three  by  ten  for  the  ganas  of  the  deities,  making  not  very 
correctly  333;  and  repeating  this  number  twice,  once  for  their 
multiplication  by  ‘ Brahma , Vishnu,  and  Rudra,  and  again  by 
their  Saktis;  navaiva  anhds-trivriddha  syur-devdndm  dasa- 
aii>ganaik , te  Brahma  Vishnu  Rudrdndm  saktindm  vama- 
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Varga  VIII. 


2.  They  praise  thee  as  the  priest,  the  invoker  (of 
the  gods)  at  sacrifices : shine  forth  the'  protector  of. 
the  pious  rite  in  thine  own  abode. 

3.  He  verily  who  presents  oblations  to  thee,  the 
knower  of  all  things,  he  acquires  (Agni)  excellent  * 
progeny : he  prospers. 

4.  May  (Agni),  the  banner  of  sacrifices,  offering 
oblations  on  the  part  of  the  worshipper  through  (the 
ministry  of)  the  seven  officiating  priests,  come  hither 
with  the  gods. 

5.  Offer  to  the  ministring  Agni  as  if  to  the  Creator 
(of  the  world),  the  great  praise  recited  of  old,  for  the 
sake  of  animating  the  energies  of  the  pious  (worship- 
pers).* 1 

6.  May  our  hymns  exalt  Agni,  so  that  he  may  be 
born  more  worthy  of  praise,  and  may  become  manifest 
for  (the  purpose  of  bestowing)  abundant  food  and 
riches. 

7.  Agni,  thou  art  to  be  especially  worshipped  at  the 
sacrifice:  worship  the  gods  (on  behalf  of)  the  devout 
(worshipper) : thou  shinest  the  invoker  (of  the  gods) 
the  exhilarator  (of  the  pious)  overcoming  thy  foes.2 

8.  Do  thou,  our  purifier,  light  up  for  us  ft  brilliant 
progeny  : be  ever  nigh  to  those  who  praise  thee  for 
their  well  being. 

9.  The  wise,  intelligent,  and  vigilant  (worshippers) 
kindle  thee,  such  as  thou  (hast  been  .described),  the 

bhedatah  iti  ie  cha  333,  333,  333,  ctdvanto  bhuvanti , the  expla- 
nation is  not  very  clear. 

1 Sam  a- Veda,  i.  98. 

2 Saroa-Veda,  i.  100. 
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bearer  of  oblations,  the  immortal,  generated  by 
strength.1 

Sukta  XI.  (XI.) 

The  deity  and  Rulii  as  before ; the  metre  is  Gayatri . 

♦ 

1.  Agni,  the  invoker  of  the  gods,  the  minister  (of 
the  gods),  the  supervisor  of  the  sacrifice,  understands 
the  solemn  rite  in  its  due  course. 

2.  That  Agni,  who  is  the  bearer  of  oblations,  the 
immortal,  the  desirer  (of  offerings),  the  messenger  (of 
the  gods),  and  is  the  receiver  of  sacrificial  viands,  is 
associated  with  understanding.2 

3.  Agni,  the  ancient  banner  of  sacrifice,  knows  (all 
things)  through  understanding : his  radiance  traverses 
(the  darkness).3 

4.  The  gods  have  made  Agni,  who  is  the  son  of 
strength,  the  eternally-renowned,  the  knower  of  all 
that  is  born,  the  bearer  (of  oblations). 

5.  Agni,  the  preceder  of  human  beings,4  (ever) 


1 Sahovridham , produced  by  the  strength  required  for 
attrition 

2 Dhiyd  samrinvati , that  is,  according  to  Sdyanaf  Agni  is 
fully  aware  of  the  objects  of  the  ceremony,  and  a wish  is  implied 
that  he  may  communicate  similar  knowledge  to  its  performers, 
tan  tadrik  prajndnvitdn  karotu : Mahidhara  understands  it 
somewhat  differently  in  form,  though  the  same  in  substance, 
as,  through  knowledge  Agni  associates  with  the  gods,  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  the  oblations  to  them. — Yajush,  xxn.  16. 

3 Artham  liyasya  taraniy  his  meaning  or  object  is  crossing, 
or  that  w’hich  crosses ; his  light  or  radiance  is  the  end  or  object 
of  Agni , which  passes  over  or  through,  darkness  understood. 

4 Vudm  Mdnushindm,  according  to  Sdyana , means,  men  the 
despendunts  of  Manu , Manor  jdtdnam. 
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alert,  the  vehicle  of  their  offerings,  is  ever  new,  is  un- 
susceptible of  harm. 

6.  Agni,  the  most  liberal  contributor  of  food,  is 
able  to  resist  all  assailants  unharmed,  the  nourisher  of 
the  gods. 

7.  From  Agni  of  purifying  radiance  the  mortal 
presenter  (of  offerings)  obtains  by  his  conveyance  (of 
them  to  the  gods)  abundant  viands  and  a dwelling.1 

8.  May  we,  endowed  with  intelligence,  obtain  all 
good  things  by  our  praises  of  Agni,  to  whom  all  is 
known. 

9.  May  we  obtain,  Agni,  all  precious  things  (as 
booty)  in  battles,  since  the  gods  are  concentrated  in 
thee. 

SuKTA  XII.  (XII.) 

The  deities  are  Indra  and  Agni  ; the  Riski  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Indra  and  Agni  come  to  this  acceptable  libation, 
(brought)  by  our  praises2  from  heaven,  and  induced 
by  (our)  devotion  to  drink  of  it. 


1 This  and  the  two  preceding  occur  in  the  S&ma  Veda, 
ii.  906 — 908. 

2 Girbhir  nabho  varenyam;  sambhajamyam  somam  prati 
asmad'tydbhih  stutirupdbhir , vdybhir , dliutau : nabho , nabhasah 
swaryasthandd  dyatam  : called  by  our  praises,  come  you  two 
from  the  place  of  Swarya  to  this  enjoyable  Sortia,  is  Sdyana}s 
explanation : the  verse  occurs  both  in  the  Sdma-Vcda,  n.  19. 
and  Yajur-Veda,  vii.  31  : Mahtdhara  tries  to  give  a different 
sense  to  Nabha , which  he  identifies  with  Aditya,  and  con- 
jectures a comparison  understood,  as,  come  to  the  Soma  which 
is  like  the  desirable  sun,  or  it  may  mean,  he  says,  those  dwell- 
ing in  heaven : Nabhah  sthdh  the  gods : Come  to  the  Soma 
that  is  sought  for  by  the  gods. 
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2.  Indra  and  Agni,  the  conscious  sacrifice  asso- 
ciated with  the  worshipper1  proceeds  to  you:  (sum- 
moned) by  this  (invocation),  drink  the  libation. 

3.  Urged  by  the  energy  of  the  sacrifice,  I have  re? 
course  to  Indra  and  Agni,  the  protectors  of  the  pious : 
may  they  be  satiated  with  the  Soma  here  presented. 

4.  I invoke  Indra  and  Agni,  the  discomfiters  of 
foes,  the  destroyers  of  Vritra , the  victorious,  the  in- 
vincible, the  bestowers  of  most  abundant  food.2 

5.  The  reciters  of  prayers,  the  repeaters  of  praise, 
who  are  skilled  in  sacred  song,  worship  you  both : I 
have  recourse  to  Indra  and  Agni  for  food.3 

6.  Indra  and  Agni,  with  one  united  effort  you 
overthrew  ninety  cities  ruled  over  by  (your)  foes.4 * 

7.  Indra  and  Agni,  the  pious  ministers,  are  pre- 
sent Jit  our  holy  rite,  according  to  the  ways  of  worship.6 * 

8.  Indra  and  Agni,  in  you*  vigour  and  food  are 
abiding  together,  and  therefore  in  you  is  deposited  the 
dispensing  of  water.8 

1 Jarituh  sacha  yajno jig&ti  chetanah ; the  expression  is  rather 
obscure : yajna  and  ehetana  are  both  applied  by  Sdyana  to  the 

Soma , as  the  material  of  the  sacrifice,  yajna-sadhanam , and  the 
animator  or  giver  of  consciousness  to  the  organs  of  perception ; 
indriyandm  chetayitd , and  the  co-operator  with  the  worshipper 
in  obtaining  heaven  or  other  benefits — jarituh  sacha  swaryd- 
diphalapraptau  sahdyo  hhutah : this  and  the  next  stanza  occur 
in  the  Sdma,  n.  20,  21 : Professor  Benfey  has  understood  it 
differently. 

a Sdma-Veda,  ii.  1052.  3 Ibid.,  ii.  925,  1053. 

4 Ibid.,  ii.  926,  1054. : Dasa-patjiih  purah , cities  of  which 

Ddsas  were  the  lords ; probably  the  same  as  Dasyus , infidels, 

enemies  of  the  gods. 

s Sdma-Veda,  ii.  927,  1044.  6 Ibid.,  ii.  928,  1045. 
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9.  Indra  and  Agni,  illuminators  of  heaven,  be  ever 
graced. (with  victory)  in  battles,  for  such  thy  prowess 
proclaims.1 

ANUVAKA  IT. 

S6kta  I.  (XIII.)  . 

The  deity  is  Agni  ; the  Rishi  is  Rishabiia,  a son  of  Viswa- 
mitra;  the  metre  Anushtubh. 

1.  (Priests)  utter  devout  (praises)  to  this  your 
divine  Agni,  that  so  glorified  he  may  come  to  us  with 
the  gods,  and  sit  down  on  the  sacrificial  grass. 

2.  The  observer  of  truth,  of  whom  (are)  heaven 
and  earth,  and  whose  vigour  the  protecting  (deities) 
assist : him,  the  offerers  of  oblations  adore,  and  those 
desirous  of  riches  (have  recourse)  to  him  for  pro- 
tection. 

3.  He,  the  sage,  is  the  director  of  those  (who 
sacrifice),  he  is  (the  regulator)  of  sacrifices:  worship 
him  your  (benefactor),  the  donor,  who  is  the  bestower 
of  wealth. 

4.  May  that  Agni  bestow  upon  us  prosperous 
dwellings  for  our  maintenance,  so  that  from  him  in- 
finite wealth,  whether  it  may  be  in  heaven  or  from 
earth,  or  in  the  waters  (may  come  to  us). 

5.  The  devout  kindle  (the  fire)  with  his  wealth- 
obtaining  rites,  (to  worship)  the  radiant,  unpreceded 
Agni,  the  invoker  (of  the  gods),  the  protector  of  men. 

G.  Perfect  our  prayer,  Invoker  of  the  gods,  as  well 


1 Sama-Veda,  ii.  1043 : all  the  verses  of  this  Suk (a  are  found 
in  the  Sdma-Veda  in  different  places. 


Digitized  by  Google 


TIIIRD  ASHTAKA — FIRST  ADHYAYA. 


13 


as  our  hymns:  Agni,  who  increasest  with  the  winds 
and  art  the  giver  of  thousands,  augment  our  felicity. 

7.  Grant  us  indeed,  Agni,  wealth  (that  may  be 
counted)  by  thousands,  and  ’comprising  offspring, 
nourishment,  brilliant  treasure,1  and  vigour,  and  be 
infinite  and  inexhaustible. 

S6kta  II.  (XIV.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before;  the  metre  is  Tri$htubh. 

1.  The  invoker  (of  the  gods),  the  exhilarator  (of 
his  worshippers),  the  true,  the  offerer  of  sacrifice,  the 
most  wise,  the  creator,  is  present  at  our  sacred  rites. 
Agni,  the  son  of  strength,  whose  chariot  is  the  light- 
ning, whose  hair  is  flame,  manifests  his  glory  on  the 
earth. 

2.  I utter  to  thee  the  words  of  adoration,  be  pleased 
by  them,  observer  of  truth : endowed  with  strength, 
(they  are  addressed)  to  thee  who  art  the  expounder 
(of  sacred  rites) : wise  (as  thou  art)  bring  (hither) 
the  wise  : object  of  sacrifice,  sit  down  in  the  midst 
upon  the  sacred  grass  for  our  protection. 

3.  May  the  food-bestowing  day  and  night  hasten  to 
thee  whilst  thou,  Agni,  meetest  them  on  the  paths  of 
the  wind : since  (the  priests)  ever  worship  thee  pre- 
ceding (them)2  with  oblations,  whilst  they  (united) 


1 Pushtimat,  dyumat : the  first,  according  to  the  comment, 
' implies  cattle  from  whose  milk  and  the  like,  support  is  derived  ; 

the  second  intends  the  precious  metals  and  jewels. . 

t 

2 Purvyam — the  scholiast  explains  my  am  jpratah  lialuyoh 
purvyam,  that  is,  Agni  is  worshipped  at  dawn  before  the  day, 
and  in  the  evening  before  the  night. 
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like  the  pole  (and  the  yoke  of  a waggon),  abide  succes- 
sively in  our  dwelling. 

4.  Vigorous  Agni,  to  thee  Mitra  and  Varuna,  and 
all  the  Maruts , offer  praise ; since,  son  of  strength, 
thou  standest  a sun,1  shedding  (thy)  rays  with  lustre 
on  mankind. 

5.  With  uplifted  hands;2  approaching  thee  with 
reverence,  we  present  to  thee  to-day  our  oblation  :3  do 
thou,  who  art  wise,  worship  the  gods  with  most  devout 
mind  and  with  unwearied  praise. 

6.  From  thee,  verily,  son  of  strength,  many  and 
various  benefactions  and  various  kinds  of  food  devolve 
upon  the  devout  (worshipper) : do  thou  grant  us, 
Agni,  infinite  wealth,  and  (a  son)  observant  of  truth, 
with  speech  devoid  of  guile. 

7.  Divine  (Agni),  mighty  and  omniscient,  these 
(are  the  offerings)  which  we  mortals  present  to  thee 
in  the  sacrifice:  do  thou  be  cognizant  of  every  re- 
spectable worshipper,4  and  partake,  immortal,  of  all 
(his  offerings)  on  this  occasion. 


1 Tishtah  surya : the  latter  is  variously  explained  by  the 
scholiast  as,  s?/,  good,  and  arya,  master ; or  as,  urger,  impeller, 
preraka,  or  vigour,  energy,  viryya . 

2 Yajur-Veda , xvm.  75:  Mahtdhara  explains  Uttana- 

hastah,  with  open  hands,  not  niggardly. 

3 Kdmain : both  commentators  consider  this  synonymous 
here  with  oblation,  puroddsadikavis , as  that  which  is  desirable 
to  the  gods,  hamaniyam. 

4 Visivasya  surathasya  bodhi : ihe  scholiast  explains  the 

verb,  know  that  I am  his  protector,  gopdyita  bhavdmi-iti  budh- 
yaswa:  Suratha  is  literally  one  who  has  a good  chariot,  and 
is  so  rendered  in  the  commentary  sobhanaydnopetasya. 
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St/KTA  III.  (XV.) 

The  deity  is  Agni  ; the  Rishi  is  Utkila  of  the  Kata  gotra,  or 
family  ; the  metre  is  Trishtubh. 

1.  Radiant  with  great  glory,  repel  the  hostile 
Rakshasas  and  Pisachas  :l  may  I be  in  (the  enjoyment) 
of  the  favour  of  the  great  (Agni),  the  giver  of  pro- 
sperity, and  in  the  service  of  (him  who  is)  easily 
invoked. 

2.  Consider  thyself  our  protector  at  the  breaking 
of  the  dawn  to-day  and  when  the  sun  has  risen:2 
Agni,  who  art  engendered  with  (embodied)  form,3  be 
pleased  with  my  constant  praise,  as  a father  (is 
pleased  with)  his  son.4 

3.  Showerer  (of  benefits),  beholder  of  men,  radiant 
amidst  darkness,  shine,  Agni,  with  abundant  (rays) 
in  due  order:  granter  of  dwellings,  conduct  us  (to 
good),  keep  off  all  ill,  and  youngest  (of  all  the  gods), 
gratify  our  desires  for  wrealth. 

4.  Agni,  who  art  irresistible  and  the  showerer  (of 


1 Dwisho  rakshaso  arnhah : Sdtyana  explains  amiva  either 
as  an  epithet  of  the  Rdhshatas,  free  from  sickness,  vigorous? 
strong;  or  it  maybe  a synonyme  of  Pimchiha , as  hovering 
about  the  sacrifice  in  order  to  interrupt  it:  Mahidhura , Yajur - 
Veda , ii.  49.,  gives  it  the  sense  of  vyddhi , sickness,  keep  off 
diseases,  vyadhanscha  badhaswa. 

2 Some,  says  the  Scholiast,  perform  the  worship  of  fire  before 
sun-rise,  some  after  the  sun  has  risen. 

3 Tanwd  sujdtah,  well-born  with  a body,  that  is,  with  flames  ; 
or  it  may  mean  self-born,  suayambhu , according  to  the  com- 
ment. 

4 Janmeva  tanayam , yathd  pita  putram  sevate , janma , being 
put  for  janaha. 


Varga  XV. 
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Varga  XVI. 


benefits),  consume  victorious  all  the  cities  (of  the  foe), 
and  (all  their)  precious  things : (do  thou),  the-  duly 
worshipped,  the  knower  of  all  that  is  born,  (be  for 
us)  the  conductor  of  the  first  great  preserving  sacri- 
fice.1 

5.  Destroyer  (of  the  world),  do  thou  who  art  en- 
dowed with  intelligence  and  radiant,  celebrate  many 
faultless  sacred  rites  in  honour  of  the  gods,  and  re- 
straining (thy  impatience),  convey  to  them  like  a 
waggon  our  (sacrificial)  food:  illume  (with  thy  rays) 
the  beautiful  heaven  and  earth. 

6 Be  propitious,  showerer  (of  benefits)  ; grant 
(abundant)  food,  Agni;  (make)  heaven  and  earth 
yield  us  milk:  divine  (Agni),  associated  with  the 
gods,  shining  with  bright  radiance,  let  not  the  ill-will 
of  any  mortal  prevail  against  us. 

7.  Grant,  Agni,  to  the  offerer  of  the  oblation,  earth 
the  giver  of  cattle  the  means  of  many  sacred  rites, 
such  that  it  may  long  endure : may  there  be  to  us 
sons  and  grandsons,  and  may  thy  favour,  Agni,  be 
productive  of  good  unto  us.2 

StfKTA  IV.  (XVI.) 

The  deity  and  Ruhr  are  the  same ; the  metre  of  the  odd  verses 
is  Brihati ; of  the  even,  Sato-brihati 

1.  This  Agni,  is  the  lord  of  heroism  and  of  great 
good  fortune ; he  is  the  lord  of  wealth  comprising  pro- 


1 Of  the  Jyotkhtoma , which,  according  to  another  text,  is  the 
first  and  most  important  of  sacrifices. 

2 See  above,  Suhta  vii.  p.  3,  v.  II. 
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geny  And  cattle;  he  is  the  lord  of  the  slayers  of 
Vritra.1 

• 

•2.  Mciruts,  leaders  (of  rites),  associate  with  this 
augmenter  (of  our  prosperity),  in  whom  (abide)  riches 
contributing  to  felicity,  ye  who  (are  victorious)  over 
(your)  enemies  in  battle,  who  daily  humble  (your)  foes. 

3.  Do  thou,  opulent  Agni,  showerer  (of  benefits), 

* prosper  us  with  riches  comprising  vigour,  numerous 

progeny,  health,  and  happiness. 

4.  He  who  is  the  maker  pervades  all  worlds;  he 
the  enduring  tnaker  (of  all)  bears  our  offerings  to  the 
gods : he  is  present  with  the  devout  (worshippers)  and 
amidst  the  heroism  and  the  devotions  of  men. 

5.  Consign  us  not,  Agni,  to  malignity;  (doom)  us 
not  to  the  absence  of  posterity ; nor,  son  of  strength, 
to  the  want  of  cattle,  nor  to  reproach : drive  away 
(all)  animosities. 

6.  Auspicious  Agni,  bestow  (upon  us)  at  the  rite, 
food  (the  source  of)  happiness  and  renown. 

S6kta  V.  (XVII.) 

The  deity  is  Agni  j the  Rishi  is  Kata  the  Son  of  Vjswa- 
mitra  ; the  metre  Trishtubh . 

1.  The  righteous  (Agni)2  when  first  kindled  on  the 
several  (altars)  the  object  of  adoration  by  -all,  whose 
hair  is  flame,  and  who  is  cleansed  with  butter,  the' 


1 Vritrahathdndm  he,  but  Vritra  may  here  imply  an  enemy, 
or  iniquity,  as  by  another  text,  twayi  samarpitakarmajidm 
asmakam  treat  prasdddt  pdpahshayo  bhavati , through  thy 
favour  is  the  destrttction  of  the  sins  of  us  whose  good  works  have 
been  delivered  to  thee : also  Sdma-Veda,  I.  GO. 

2 Prathamanudharmd : dharvid  may  be  considered  as  a syno- 
nyme  of  Agni;  or  the  construction  may  be  amulharma , accord- 
ing to.  law  t>r  religion. 

VOL.  III.  D 
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purifier,  the  worthily-worshipped,  is  sprinkled  with 
oblations  for  the  worship  of  the  gods.  ‘ 

2.  As  thou  didst  offer  the  burnt-dffering,  Agni,  (on 
behalf  of)  earth;  as  thou,  Jatavedas,  who  art  cogni- 
zant (of  sacred  rites,  didst  offer  sacrifice  on  behalf)  of 
heaven;  so  with  this  oblation  worship  the  gods,  and 
perfect  this  rite  to-day  (as  thou  didst)  that  of  Manu.j  ' 

3.  Three  are  thy  existences  Jatavedas;1 2  three, 
Agni,  are  thy  parent  dawns  :3  with  them  offer  the  ob- 
lation of  the  gods,  and  knowing  (his  wishes)  be  the 
bestower  of  happiness  on  the  institutor  of  the  sacrifice. 

4.  Jatavedas,  we  venerate  thee,  glorifying  the  bril- 
liant, beautiful,  adorable  Agni  : the  gods  have  made 
thee  their  messenger,  the  disinterested  bearer  of  obla- 
tions, the  centre  of  ambrosia. 

5.  He  is  the  most  diligent  offerer  of  worship  who  is 
the  presenter  of  oblations  before  thou  art,  and  who  in 
two  places  (the  middling  and  the  best)  seated  with 
the  sacrificial  food  is  (the  source  of)  happiness  (to  the 
worshippers) : do  thou,  cognizant  (of  the  objects  of  de- 
votion), officiate  in  accordance  with  his  piety,  and 
thus  render  our  rite  acceptable  to  the  gods.4 

m 

1 Sec  N eve  on  the  Deluge. 

2 Tri ny&yunxh i , three  lives,  as  supported  by  butter,  by  fuel, 
and  by  the  Soma  plant. 

3 Thru  djdinirushasah  : Ajdni  may  mean  sisters,  or  mothers  : 
the  dawns  personified  as  the  parents  or  sisters  of  Agni,  as  prior 
or  subsequent  to  the  lighting  of  the  sacrificial  fire  in  early  morn- 
ing ; why  lk  three  ” does  not  appear,  unless  the  three  diurnal  fires 
are  alluded  to  : as  sisters,  a text  is  quoted  by  Sdyana  assigning 
them  separate  offices  ; Pro  jam,  eh  a ra  hsh  aty- urjam  ehd , rash- 
tram  ehd  rakshatif  one  preserves  the  people,  one  vigour,  one 
the  kingdom. 

4 This  stanza  is  rather  obscure. 
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S6kta  VI.  (XVIII.) 

The  deity,  Rishi ; and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Be  favourably  disposed,  Agni,  on  approaching 
us  (at  this  rite);  be  the  fulfiller  (of  our  objects)  like 
a friend  (to  a friend)  or  parents  (to  a child) : since 
men  are  the  grievous  oppressors  of  men,  do  thou  con- 
sume the  foes  who  conlfe  against  us. 

2.  Vex  thoroughly,  Agni,  our  assailing  enemies, 
disappoint  the  purpose  of  the  adversary  who  offers  not 
worship:  giver  of  dwellings,  who  art  cognizant  (of 
sacred  rites),  vex  those  who  have  no  thought  (of  pious 
acts)  so  that  thy  undecaying,  all-pervading  (rays), 
may  ever  abide. 

3.  Desirous  (of  wealth)  I offer  to  thee,  Agni,  an 
oblation  with  butter  and  with  fuel  for  thy  speed  and 
invigoration,  praising  thee  with  a holy  prayer  as  much 
as  I am  able:  (I  propitiate  thee)  that  thou  mayst 
render  this  praise  resplendent  with  infinite  treasure. 

4.  Rise  up,  son  of  strength,  with  (thy)  splendour 
when  hymned,  and  bestow  abundant  food  and  wealth, 
Agni,  upon  the  descendants  of  ViswAmitra1  cele- 
brating thy  praise;  and  grant  them  exemption  from 
sickness  and  danger : Encourager  of  pious  works  (Agni), 
we  repeatedly  sprinkle  thy  substance  (with  milk  and 
butter). 

5.  Liberal  donor  (of  riches)  bestow  upon  us  the 
most  precious  of  treasures,  for  therefore  is  it,  Agni, 
that  thou  art  kindled:  thou  hast  arms  promptly 
stretched  forth,  whose  (radiant)  forms  (bestow)  wealth 
on  the  dwelling  of  thy  fortunate  adorer. 

1 Viswa m itresh u on  the  Viswdviitras , or  the  plural  may  be 
used  honorifically  in  the  sense  of  the  singular. 

D 2 
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Varga  XIX. 


Varga  XX. 


StfKTA  VII.  (XIX.) 

The  deity  and  metre  as  before ; the  JRishi  is  Gathin,  a son  of 

VlSWAMITRA. 

• 

1.  I have  recourse  in  this  sacrifice  to  Agni,  the  in- 
voker and  praiser  (of  the  gods),  the  intelligent,  the 
all-knowing,  the  unbeguiled;  may  he,  the  adorable,  * . 
sacrifice  for  us  to  the  gods,  (aftd)  accept  the  precious 
(offerings)  we  make  for  food  and  riches. 

2.  Reverencing  the  gods,  I place  before,  thee,  Agni, 
the  brilliant  oblation-yielding,  food-bestowing,  butter- 
charged  (offering);  mayst  thou  (propitiated)  by  the 
presented  wealth,  sanctify  (this)  sacrifice  by  your 
circum  ambul  ation . 

3.  He  who  is  protected,  Agni,  by  thee,  becomes 
endowed  with  a most  luminous  mind:  bestow  upon 
him  excellent  progeny:  may  we  ever  be  under  the 
power  of  thee,  who  art  the  willing  dispenser  of  riches : 
glorifying  thee  (may  we  be)  the  receptacles  of  wealth. 

4.  The  ministring  priests  have  concentered  in  thee, 
Agni,  who  art  divine,  many  hosts  (of  flames) ; do 
thou  bring  hither  the  gods,  youngest  (of  the  deities), 
that  thou  mayst  worship  to-day  the  divine  effulgence. 

5.  Inasmuch  as  the  attendant  divine  (priests) 
anoint  thee  as  the  invoker  of  the  gods  to  offer  worship 
in  the  sacrifice,  therefore  do  thou  assent  to  be  our  pro- 
tector on  this  occasion,  and  grant  abundant  food  to 
our  descendants. 

' . S6kta  VIII.  (XX.) 

The  Viswadivas  are  the  deities  of  the  first  and  last  stanzas ; Agni 
the  deity  of  the  Test ; the  jRi.shi  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  The  bearer  (of  the  oblation)  invokes  with 
praises  at  the  break  of  day,.  Agni,  the*. dawn,  the 
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aswins,  and  Dadhikra :l  may  the  resplendent  divini- 
ties, desirous  of  our  sacrifice,  hear  in  unison  (the  in- 
vocation). 

2.  Agni,  born  of  sacrifice,  three  are  thy  viands;2 
three  thine  abiding  places  ;3  three,  the  tongues  satisfy- 
ing-(the  gods):4  three  verily  are  thy  forms,5  accept- 
able to  the  deities,  and  with  them  never  heedless  (of 
our  wishes),  be  propitious  to  our  praises. 

* 3.  Divine  Agni,  knowing  all  that  exists  and  distri- 
butor of  food,  many  are  the  names  of  thee,®  who  art 
immortal,  satisfier  of  all  men,  friend  of  the  suppliant, 
the  gods  have  deposited  in  thee  whatever  are  the  de- 
lusions of  the  deluding  (Rakshasas).7 

4.  The  divine  Agni  is  the  guide  of  devout  men,  as 
the  sun  is  the  regulator  of  the  seasons : may  he,  the 
observer  of  truth,  the  slayer  of  Vritra,  the  ancient, 
the  omniscient,  convey  his  adorer  (safe)  over  all  diffi- 
culties. 

5.  I invoke  to  this  rite,  Dadhikra , Agni,  the  divine 
usiiAS,  Brihaspati,.  the  divine  Savitri,  the  Aswins, 
Mitra  and  Varuna,  Bhaga,  the  Vasvs , the  Rudras , 
and  Adityas. 


1 This  ordinarily  means  a horse in  this  place,  according  to 
Sdyana , it  implies  a certain  divinity,  Kaschid-devah. 

2 Butter,  fuel,  and  the  Sonia. 

3 Three  ■ altars,  or  the  three  daily  sacrifices,  or  the  three 
worlds. 

4 The  three  fires,  Garhapatya , Ahavaniya , and  Dakshina. 

5 The  three  fires  termed  Pavaka,  Pavamdnay  and  Suchi. 

0 Dhurini  ndmaf  for  ndindni : the  commentator  explains  the 
substantive  by  tejdnsi , splendours. 

7 Therefore  Agni  is  able  to  counteract  their  devices  for  dis- 
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S6kta  (IX.)  XXI. 

The  deity  is  Agni  ; the  Right,  Gathin  ; the  metre  of  the  first 

and  fourth  verses  is  Truhtuhh;  of  the  second  and  third  . 

Anvshtvbk ; and  of  the  fifth  Sato-brikati, 

1.  Convey  our  sacrifice,  Jata  vedas,  to  the  immor- 
tals, and  do  thou  accept  these  oblations : Agni,  in- 
voker (of  the  gods),  seated  (on  the  altar)  first  partake 
of  the  drops1  of  the  marrow  and  of  the  butter. 

2.  The  drops  of  the  marrow  charged  with  butter 
fall,  purifier,  to  thee,  at  thine  own  rite,  for  the  food  of- 
the  gods : therefore  grant  us  excellent  affluence. 

3.  The  drops  (of  marrow)  dripping  with  butter  are 
offered,  Agni,  to  thee  who  art  wise:  thou  the  most 
excellent  Rishi  art  kindled : be  the  protector  of  the 
sacrifice. 

4.  Irrepressible  and  powerful  Agni,  the  drops  of 
marrow  and  of  butter  distil  for  thee;  therefore  do 
thou,  who  art  praised  by  sages,  come  with  great  splen- 
dour, and  be  pleased,  ever  intelligent  Agni,  with  our 
oblations. 

5.  We  present  to  thee  the  densest  marrow  that  has 
been  extracted  for  thee  from  the  interior  (of  the  vic- 
tim) :a  granter  of  dwellings,  the  drops  fall  for  thee 
upon  the  skin : distribute  them  amongst  the  gods. 


• 1 Stokdih,  commonly  meaning  any  small  portion,  is  explained 
throughout  by  vindavah , drops : the  hymn,  according  to  Sdyana , 
is  proper  to  animal  sacrifices,  pasu-ydyam. 

2 Ojishtham  tc  madhyato  meda  udbhritam ; the  medas  or 
vapd  is  described  as  the  fatty  matter  that  lubricates  the  abdomen 
like  coagulated  butter:  it  is  evidently  the  same  that  is  described 
in  the  Old  Testament  as  “ the  fat  that  covcreth  the  inwards,  and 
all  the  fat  that  is  upon  the  inwards.”  Levit . iv.  9,  &c. 
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.S6kta  X.  (XXII.) 

Five  fires1  are  the  deities  ; the  Rishi  as  before;  the  metre  of 
the  fourth  stanza  is  Anvtktubh ; of  the  rest  Trishtubh . 

1.  This  is  that  Agni  «tn  whom  Indra,  desirous  (of  Varga  xxii. 
the  oblation),  placed  the  effused  Soma  for  (his  own) 

belly  :a  thou  art  praised  by  us,  JAtavedas,  enjoying  the 
sacrificial  food  of  many  sorts  like  a rapid  courser  (en- 
joying many  pleasures  in  battle).3 

2.  Adorable  Agni,  thy  radiance  that  is  in  the 
heaven,  on  the  earth,  in  the  plants,  in  the  waters,  and 
wherewith  thou  overspreadest  the  firmament,4  that,  is 
shining  and  resplendent,  overlooking  man  (vast  as)  the, 
ocean!9 


1 Panchachitirupd  agnayo  devatd , each  verse  it  is  said 
being  separately  recited  as  the  Adhwaryu  constructs  a pit  or  an 
altar,  ishtaha , for  collecting  ckayana  or chiti , a sacrificial  fire: 
the  hymn  occurs  in  the  same  order  in  the  Yajush,  xii.  47,  51. 

2 Dadhe  jatharc,  swodare  dadhdra;  but  the  verb  is  also  ap- 
plied to  yasmin,  the  fire  in  which  the  Soma  was  placed. 

3 Sahasrinam  vdjam  atyam  na  saptim  sasavdn , enjoying  a 
' thousand-fold  food  like  a quick-going  horse : like  a horse  that 

enjoys  various  properties  in  battle,  is  Sdyana’s  explanation, 
sahasram  ndnarupatam  yiuhlhe  yo  bhajati  sa  sahasri,  tarn  as- 
wamiva ; 'which  does  not  much  illustrate  the  comparison : 
Mahidhara  gives  the  words  an  eh ti rely  different  sense:  Sahas- 
rinam , he  attaches  to  mm  am,  worthy  or  fit  for  a thousand 
libations,  somam  sahasrdrham ; atyam  and  saptim  to  vdjam, 
■ food,  exhilirating,  madaharam,  and  satisfying,  triptikaram:  na, 
meaning  4 now/  samjrrati. 

4 Agni,  severally,  as  the  sun,  as  sacrificial  fire,  as  the  fire  that  is 
illuminated  by  attrition  from  wood,  as  submarine  fire  and  as  wind. 

5 Tuesha  sa  bhanur  arnavo  nrichakshdh,  is  explained  by 
Sdiyana,  diptimdn  eva  blidsamano  nrindm  drashtd  sumudravan 
mahdn,  shining  verily  and  resplendent  the  beholder  of  men 
great  like  the  ocean  : Qfalridhara  does  not  differ  materially  but 
explains  aniavah  by  arndnsi , udakdni  yatra  santi,  the  place 
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3.  Thou  movest,  Agni,  to  the  vapour  in  heaven;* 1 
thou  congregatest  the  divinities  who  are  the  vital  airs2 
(of  the  body) ; thou  animatest  the  waters  in  the  bright 
region  above  the  sun,3 4  as  weH  as  those  that  are  in  the 
firmament  beneath. 

4.  May  the  benignant  fires  termed  jmrishyas*  toge- 
ther with  the  instruments5  (that  have  dug  the  pits  in 
which  they  are  placed)  combined,  accept  the  sacrifice 
(and  grant  us)  salutary  and  abundant  food. 

5.  Grant,  Agni,  to  the  offerer  of  the  oblation  earth 
the  giver  of  cattle,  the  means  of  many  sacred  rites, 
such  that  it  may  long  endure : may  there  be  to  us  sons 

where  the  wafers  are:  after  this  verse  the  priest  adds,  tdriso 
yaste  bhdnus,  tam  evcshtahdrupam  upadadhdmi , such  being 
thy  lustre,  I place  it  in  the  form  of  the  Ishtaha. 

1 That  is,  in  the  form  of  smoke. 

2 Devan  uchUhe  dhishnyd  ye : Mahidhara  agrees  with  Sd- 
yana  in  explaining  dhishnyd  by  pmndi , or  the  devas  presiding 
over  the  vital  airs,  prdndbhimdnino  devah : ucliishe  the  latter 
renders,  samavetdn  karoshi. 

3 Itochane  parastdt  suryasya : Rochana  is  said  to  be  the  loka 
or  region  where  the  fiery  radiance  burns,  Rochano  ndmdyam 
loho  yatra  digneyam  jyotis  tapatit  .above  the  sun,  sibyasyopa- 
riskt&d. 

4 Purishyd&o  agnayah : Say  ana  explains  the  term,  sikata 
sammnrdh , mixed  with  sand:  Mahidhara , pasubhyo  hitdh , 
good  for  animals : PurUham  occurs  in  the  Nirukta  amongst 
the  synonymes  of  wrater,  and  is  elsewhere  explained  as  that 
which  pleases  of  which  fills — Nir.  ii.  22. 

5 Prdvanebhih  sajoshasah , the  first,  Sdyana  explains,  mrithha- 
nanasddhanabhutair  abhryddihhih ; abhrya  and  others,  which 
are  the  implements  for  digging  the  earth  : Mahidhara  explains 
it  by  manansi , minds,  being  pleased  in  mind,  tnanasd  priii- 
yuhtdh  : his  interpretation,  however,  seems  to  rest  on  a fancied 
etymology,  pra-praharshena  variant i-sambhajanti  vishayan, 
what  especially  apprehend  objects  of  sen£e. 
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and  grandsons,  and  may  thy  favour,  Agni,  be  produc- 
tive of  good  unto  us.1  • 

S6kta  XI.  (XXIII.) 

The  deity  is  Agni;  the  Rishis  are' Devasravas,  and  Deva- 
vata,  sons  of  Hharata;  the  metre  is  Trhhtubh,  except  in 
the  third  stanza,  where  it  is  Sato-brihati. 

1.  Churned  (by  the  friction  of  the  sticks),  duly  Varga  xxm. 
placed  in  the  sacrificial  chamber,  the  young  and  sage 

leader  of  the  rite,  Jatavedas,  the  imperishable  Agni, 

(blazing)  amidst  consuming  forests,  grants  us  on  this 
occasion  ambrosial  (food). 

2.  The  two  sons  of  Bharata,  Devasravas  and  De- 
vavata,  have  churned  the  very  powerful  and  wealth- 
bestowing  Agni  : look  upon  us,  Agni,  with  vast  riches, 
and  be  the  bringer  of  food  (to  us)  every  day. 

3.  The  ten  fingers  have  generated  this  ancient 
(Agni):  praise,  Devasravas,  this  well-born,  beloved 
(son)  of  his  parents,2  generated  by  DevavIta,  Agni, 
who  is  the  servant  of  men. 

4.  I place  thee  in  an  excellent  spot  of  earth3 4  on  an 

auspicious  day  of  days : do  thou,  Agni,  shine  on  the 

frequented1  (banks)  of  the  Drishadvati,  Apaya , and 

Saraswati \ rivers. 

• * 


1 Sukta  vii.  v.  11. 

2 The  two  pieces  of  stick  that  have  been  rubbed  together  by 
Devr/vdta. 

3 Prithivyd  ildydspadcj  in  the  foot-mark  of  tlie  earth  in  the 
form  of  a cow,  according  to  Sdyana,  that  is,  on  the  northern 
altar. 

4 Jldnushi,  relating  to  man  or  to  Manu , is  said  to  imply  nia- 
nushyamnchdravishaye  tire , on  a bank,  a place  frequented  by 
men ; the  Drishadvati  and  Saraswati  rivers  are  well  known ; 
the  ‘A jtayd  has  not  occurred  before. 
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Varga  XXIV. 


Varga  XXV. 


• 5.  Grant,  Agni,  to  the  offerer  of  the  oblation  earth 
the  giver  of  cattle,  the  means  of  many  sacred  rites, 
such  that  it  may  long  endure : may  there  be  to  us  sons 
and  grandsons,  and  may  thy  favour,  Agni,  be  produc- 
tive of  good  unto  us.  ‘ 

StiKTA  XII.  (XXIV.) 

The  deity  is  Agni  ; the  Rishi  Viswamitra  ; the  metre  of  the 
first  verse  is  Armsktubk ; of  the  rest,  Gdyalri . 

1.  Repel,  Agni,  (hostile)  hosts;  drive  away  (all) 
assailants:  insuperable,  foe-surpassing,  give  food  to 
the  institutor  of  this  sacrifice.1 2 

2.  Agni  (who  art)  immortal  and  who  art  gratified 
by  oblations,  thou  art  kindled  upon  the  altar:  be 
pleased  by  this  our  sacrifice. 

3.  Agni,  son  of  strength,  vigilant  (in  the  exercise 
of)3  thy  energy,  take  thy  seat  when  invoked  on  the 
sacred  grass  (strewn  at)  my  (sacrifice). 

4.  Agni,  with  all  the  divine  fires,  respect  the  praises  . 
of  those  who  in  (their)  sacrifices  are  (thy  especial) 
worshippers. 

5.  Grant,  Agni,  ample  wealth  and  progeny  to  the 
donor  (of  the  oblation) : make  us  prosperous,  possessed 
of  offspring. 

SdKTA  XIII.  (XXV.) 

The  deity  is  Aoni,  as  !>efore,  but  Indra  is  also  included  in  the 

fourth  verse:  the  Rishi  is  Viswamitra;  the  metre  Virdj. 

1.  Agni,  who  art  omniscient,  and  the  discrimina- 
tor (of  acts),  thou  art  the  son  of  heaven  or  the  son  of 

1 Yajur-Veda,  ix.  37. 

2 Dyumnena  jdgrive , is  explained  siratcjasa  mrvada  jdya- 

ranopeta , always  endowed  with  his  vigilance  by  own  lustre  or 
energy,  loha  rakshdrtham,  for  the  preservation  of  the  world. 
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x 

earth  : do  thou  who  art  intelligent  worship  severally 
the  gods  on  this  occasion. 

2.  The  wise  Agni  bestows  faculties  (securing  pro- 
sperity and  descendants);  adorning  (the  world  with 
lustre)  he  gives  (sacrificial  food)  to  the  immortals: 

Agni,  (to  whom)  many  oblations  (are  offered),  bring 
hither  to  us  the  gods.  * 

. 3.  Agni,  the  unbewildered,  the  ruler  (of  the  world), 
the  radiant,  associated  with  vigour  and  food,  illumines 
the  divine  immortal  parents  of  all  things,  heaven  and 
earth. 

4.  Agni,  do  thou  and  Indra,  gods  disdaining,  not 
(our  rite),  come  to  the  sacrifice  in  the  dwelling  of  the 
offerer  of  the  libation  to  drink  the  Soma  juice. 

5.  Agni,  son  of  strength,  JXta vedas  the  eternal, 
traversing  the  inhabited  regions  with  thy  protection, 
thou  art  kindled  in  the  dwelling  of  the  waters.1 

StJKTA  XIV.  (XXVI.) 

The  deity  of  the  first  triplet  is  Vaiswanara  ; of  the  second, 

Aoni,  with  the  Mantt* ; of  the  two  next  stanzas,  Agni  or 
Parabrahma  ; of  the  ninth,  Viswamitra  himself,  who  is  the 
Rishi  of  all  the  stanzas  except  the  seventh,  which  is  supposed 
to  be  uttered  by  Brahma , or  Agni  identified  with  divine 
spirit ; the  metre  of  the  two  first  triplets  is  Jagatr , of  the 
rest  Trishtubh . 

1.  We  of  the  race  of  Kasika  offering  oblations,  de-  Varga  xxvi. 
sirous  of  wealth,  having  contemplated  him  in  our 
minds,  invoke  with  praises  the  divine  VaiswAnara, 
the  observer  of  trtith,2  the  cognizant  of  heaven,  the 


1 That  is  as  lightning  in  the  firmament. 

2 Anushatya , from  anu  and  satya : in  this  and  similar  com- 
pounds which  are  of  frequent  recurrence,  the  notion,  at  least 
according  to  the  Scholiast,  is  not  that  of  observing  truth  in  the 
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bountiful,  the  charioteer,  the  frequenter  (of  sacri- 
fices). 

2.  We  invoke  thee  for  our  own  protection  and  for 
the  devotions  of  mankind,  the  radiant  Agni,  VaiswA- 
nara,  the  illuminator  of  the  firmament,  the  adorable 
lord  of  sacred  rites,1  the  wise,  the  hearer  (of  supplica- 
tions), the  guest  (of  man),  the  quick-moving. 

3.  VaiswaNARA  is  kindled  in  every  age  by  the 
Kusikas  as  a neighing  foal  (is  nourished)  by  its 
mother  : may  that  Agni,  vigilant  amongst  the  im- 
mortals, give  us  wealth  with  excellent  olfspriug  and 
good  horses. 

4.  May  the  swift  fires  combined  with  the  vigorous 
winds  proceed  to  the  pure  (region  of  the  water), 
uniting  the  drops  (of  rain) : the  Marnts  irresistible, 
all-knowing,  agitate  the  copious-shedding  clouds. 

• 5.  The  fire-beautified,  all-agitating  Maruts:  we 
seek  their  fierce  radiance  for  protection  : they,  the 
sons  of  Rudra,  the  bountiful  Maruts , whose  form  is 
the  rain,  are  loud  like  roaring  lions. 

6.  We  solicit  the  might  of  the  Maruts , the  irradia- 
tion of  Agni  with  solemn  prayers  in  every  assembly 
and  company  (of  worshippers);  those  Maruts  who 
have  party-coloured  steeds,  who  are  dispensers  of  un- 
failing wealth,  firm  (of  purpose),  and  frequenters  of 
sacrifices. 

7.  I,  Agni,  am  by  birth  endowed  with  knowledge 


abstract,  but  of  keeping  faith  with  the  sacrificer,  by  giving  him 
the  desired  recompence  to  which  he  is  justly  entitled. 

1 Briiiaspati,  explained  here  Brihato  yajnasya  patim , the 
lord  of  the  great  sacrifice;  tatpalakafaya  swdminam , lord 
through  protecting  it. 


TI1IRD  AS1ITAKA FIRST  ADHYAYA. 


29 


of  all  that  exists  clarified  butter  is  my  eye:  am- 
brosia is  my  mouth : I am  the  living  breath  of  three- 
fold nature,  the  measure  of  the  firmament,  eternal 
warmth : I am  also'  the  oblation.1 2 

8.  Aqni,  thoroughly  comprehending  the  light  that 
is  to  be  understood  by  the  heart,  has  purified  himself 
(by  the  three)  purifying  (forms);  lie  has  made  him- 
self most  excellent  treasure  by  (these)  self-manifesta- 

1 Agni  asmi  janmandjdtavedd ; or  it  may  mean,  I,  Agni, 
am  by  birth  Jdtavedas. 

2 This  is  a somewhat  mystical  description  of  the  universality 
of  Agni  in  the  double  capacity  of  the  enjoyer  and  enjoyed,  the 
food  and  the  feeder,  and  in  the  three  forms  of  fire,  air,  and 
the  sun,  presiding  over  earth,  mid  heaven,  and  heaven  : the  eye 
of  Agni  is  the  light  of  all,  which  light  is  fed  by  oblations  of 
butter : ambrosia  is  the  reward  of  pious  acts  or  enjoyment  of 

heaven  and  the  like,  which  is  procurable  through  oblations  to  • 

fire,  as  if  through  his  mouth  or  countenance,  amritam  me 
dsan:  arhastridhdtuh ; arka  is  jagaUrashtd  prdnah, 

world-creating  vital  air,  which,  becoming  threefold,  is  Vayu , in 
the  firmament,  Agni , on  earth;  and  Aditya  as  the  source  of 
eternal  warmth  and  life.  Sayana  furnishes  another  and  more 
simple  illustration  of  some  of  the  phraseology,  or,  as  the 
eye  lights  up  the  world,  so  ghee  thrown  upon  the  fire  causes  it 
to  burn  fiercer  and  dispense  more  light:  amrita  he  explains 
also  by  prabhd,  light,  light  is  in  my  countenance : tridhatu  he 
refers  to  the  three  vital  airs  termed  prana,  apdna,  and  vydna  : 
the  identity  with  the  air  and  the  sun  is  similarly  explained : the 
verse  occurs  in  the  Yajush  xvm.  G6,  where  Mahtdhara  inter- 
prets it  differently : according  to  him,  it  is  the  yajamdna  who 
identifies  him&elf  with  Agni , saying,  I am  by  birth,  Agni,  or  of 
the  form  of  Agni,  Agni-rupa , the  lord  of  all  that  is  born,  the 
sacrifice  (arka),  the  three  vedas,  the  measure  of  the  water,  the 
* eternal  sun : ghee  is  the  eye ; that  is,  I behold  the  offerer  of 
ghee  on  the  fire ; I convert  the  oblation  that  is  put  into  my 
mouth  into  ambrosia : thus  there  is  no  duality  between  Agni  and  . 
the  individual,  evamdtmanyagnyadwaifam. 
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tions,  and  has  thence  contemplated  heaven  and 
earth.1 

9.  Heaven  and  earth  be  kind  to  that  sage2  who  is 
as  it  were  a raany-channelled  and  inexhaustible  stream 
(of  knowledge) ; the  parent  (of  hi&  disciples)^ the  col- 
later  of  holy  texts,  rejoicing  on  the  lap  of  his  parents, 
whose  words  are  truth. 


Varga 

XXVIII. 


t 


StfKTA  XV.  (XXVII.) 

The  deity  is  Agni,  or  of  the  first  verse,  Ritu,  or  the  personified 

season  ; Viswamitra,  is  the  Rishi  ; the  metre  is  Qdydtri . 

1.  The  months,  the  half  months,  (the  gods)  who 
are  the  receivers  of  oblations,  with  the  butter-yielding 
kine,  preside  over  your  rite:3  the  sacrificer,  desirous 
of  prosperity,  worships  the  gods. 

1 Having  by  self-contemplation  recognised  his  identity  with 
the  three  manifestations,  Agni,  Vayu , and  Aditya,  he  comes  to 
know  his  identity  with  the  universe,  as  by  the  text,  dtmani 
vigndtc  sarvam  idam  vignatam  bhavati , the  self  being  known, 
all  this  (universe)  is  known. 

2 That  is,  Viswamitra  himself:  in  consequence  of  his  disco- 
very that  Vaiswdnara  is  Para-brahma  the  supreme  spirit:  as 
it  would  be  scarcely  decorous  to  say  so  much  in  his  own  com- 
mendation this  stanza  may  be  ascribed  to  Brahma. 

3 Pra  vo  vdja  abhidyavo  havishmanto  ghritdchyd : the 
scholiast  explains  vdja  by  mdsdh , months,  and  abhidyavah  by 
arddhamdsdh,  half  months : havishmanto , literally,  having  the 
havis  or  oblation  of  butter,  he  considers  an  epithet  of  devdh, 
gods,  upon  the  authority  of  the  jTaittiriya ; but  they  also  explain 
it  by  pasavah,  animals  yielding  milk,  of  which  the  havis  is 
made,  in  which  the  Vdjasaneyis  concur:  G hr  it  dr  hi  he  renders 
Gatij  but  the  Vdjasaneya  is  quoted  for  its  meaning,  Sruk,  a 
ladle  : there  is  no  verb,  but  pra  is  regarded  as  imph  ingproftAa- 
vantiy  all  these  preside  over  your  sacrificing:  the  explanation 
of  Sdyana  .is  that  of  the  Taitliriya  Brahmana , but  the  line  is 
obscure,  the  words  in  the  senses  given  are  unusual,  and  the 
whole  is  elliptical. 
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2.  I worship  with  praise  the  wise  Agni,  the  accom- 

plisher  of  sacrifice,  the  possessor  of  happiness,  the  re- 
pository of  wealth.  . * 

3.  May  we  offering  oblations  effect  the  detention  of 
thee  who  art  divine  (until  the  completion  of  the  rite), 
and  may  we  (thereby)  overcome  all  animosities.1 

4.  We  solicit  that  Agni,  who  is  being  ktndled  at 
the  sacrifice,  the  purifier,  the  adorable,  whose  hair  is 
flame. 

5.  Agni,  the  .bright-shining,  the  immortal,  the 
cleanser  with  clarified  butter,  the  fitly-invoked,  the 
bearer  of  the  oblation  in  the  sacrifice. 

G.  The  exorcisers2  (of  the  demons),  lifting  up  their  Varga  xxix . 
ladles,  and  offering  sacrifice,  have  called  upon  Agni 
by  this  ceremony  for  their  protection. 

7.  The  offerer  of  the  oblation,  the  divine,  immortal, 

Agni,  comes  first  (at  the  ceremony)  directing  solem- 
nities by  his  experience.3 

8.  The  mighty  Agni  is  placed  (foremost  by  the 
gods)  in  battle;  he  is  brought  forward  reverently  at 
holy  rites  ;#for  he  is  the  sage  fulfiller  of  the  sacrifice. 

9.  He  who  has  been  made  by  the  sacred  rite,  the 
choice  (of  the  worshipper),  who  comprehends  (within 
himself)  the  germ  of  all  creatures,  and  whom  the  * 
daughter  of  Daksiia  (receives)  as  the  parent  of  the 
world).4 

1 DicesJitinsi, * hatreds : Sayana  proposes  pdpdni,  sins. 

2 Sabddkah , repelling  the  disturbers  of  sacred  rites  by  repeat- 
ing the  mantra  or  charm  for  their  destruction,  is  Sayana’s  ex- 
planation , rakjshoy/i  naman troch  ch  u.  ranena  tadvishayabadh  dh . 

3 Mdyaydy  usually  illusion  or  guile:  it  is  here  explained 
karm-avishayajnanam , knowledge  of  the  objects  of  sacred  rites. 

4 Dakshasya  pitaram  tana  is  explained  by  Sayana  as 
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• 

10.  Agni,  strength-engendered,  IhA* 1  (the  daugh- 
ter) of  Daksiia  lias  sustained  thee,  the  desirable,  the 
resplendent,  and  longing  (for  the  oblation). 

11.  The  wise  ( priests ) performers  ( of  the  ceremony  ) 
kindle  with  oblations  for  the  due  celebration  of  the 
rite,  Agni,  the  regulator,  (of  all),  the  sender  of  the 
rain. 

12.  I adore  at  this  sacrifice  Agni  the  grandson  of 
(sacrificial)  food,2  shining  above  in  the  firmament,  the 
creation  of  the  wise.3 

13.  Agni,  who  is  to  be  worshipped  with  praise  and 
with  prostration,  the  dispeller  of  darkness,  the  beau- 
tiful, the  showerer  (of  benefits)  is  kindled. 

• 14.  The  offerers  of  oblations  glorify  that  Agni  who 

is  the  showerer  (of  benefits)  and  is  the  bearer  of  the 
offerings  to  the  gods  as  a horse  (bears  his* rider  to  his 
home). 

15.  Showerer  (of  benefits)  we  profusely  offering 


* # 

dalishasya  prajdpater  tanayd,  the  daughter  of  the  Prajdpati 
Da/ijia;  that  is,  the  earth,  here  identified  with  the  altar, 
vedirupd  : she  sustains,  dhdrayati,  understood,  him,  Agni,  the 
protector  or  father  of  the  world,  sarvasya  jagatah  pdlahani 
dhdrayaii : this  and  the  two  preceding  stanzas  occur  in  the 
Sdman  n.  827,  820. 

1 As  before,  earth  or  the  altar. 

2 Urjjo  napdtam , Or  the  son  of  the  oblation,  as  blazing  when 
fed  by  butter  and  the  like ; or  the  descent  may  be  differently 
accounted  for,  from  the  oblation  proceeds  Aditya , and  from 
Aditya , Agni. 

3 Kavikratum , of  whom,  kavayah  the  wise,  that  is  the 
adhwaryu , and  the  rest,  are  the  makers,  karttdrah , by  their 
rubbing  the  sticks  to  evolve  flame. 
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(oblations)  .kindle  thee,  mighty  and  resplendent  Agni, 
who  art  the  sender  of  showers.1 

■ 

StfKTA  XVI.  (XXVIII.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  are  a9  before ; the  metre  of  the  third  stanza 

is  Ushnih;  of  the  fourth  Trishtubh ; of  the  fifth  Jagati ; of 

the  rest  Gay  at  A. 

1.  Agni,  by  whom  all  is  known,  who  rewardest 
pious  acts  with  wealth,  accept  our  cakes  offered  with 
butter  at  the  morning  worship. 

2.  The  cakes  and  butter  are  dressed,  Agni,  and 
verily  prepared  for  thee:  accept  them  youngest  (of 
the  gods). 

3.  Eat,  Agni,  the  cakes  and  butter  offered  as  the 
day  disappears:  thou,  son  of  strength,-  art  stationed 
(by  us)  at  the  sacrifice. 

4.  Wise  Jatavedas  accept  the  cakes  and  butter 
offered  in  this  sacrifice  at  the  mid-day  rite;  prudent 
(worshippers),  withhold  not  at  solemn  ceremonies  the 
portion  of  thee  who  art  mighty. 

5.  Be  pleased,  Agni,  son  of  strength,  with  the  cakes 
and  butter  offered  at  the  third  (daily  sacrifice),  and  do 
thou  (propitiated)  by  praise  convey  the  precious  "im- 
perishable and  awakening  (oblation)2  to  the  immortal 
gods. 

6‘.  Agni  who  art  Jatavedas  and  art  thriving  upon 


1 The  scholiast  cites  Manu  in.  76,  for  this  property  of  Agni : 
“ the  offering  that  is  sacrificed  with  fire  proceeds  entirely  to  the 
sun,  from  the  sun  is  generated  rain,  and  from  rain  food;  from 
thence  mankind.” 

2 Jagrivim  : according  to  the  scholiast  the  Soma  juice  offered 
at  dawn  is  termed  Jagrivi , the  sleep-dispelling,  su  apnanivdra- 
kah,  hut  here  we  are  at  the  third  or  evening  worship. 

VOL.  III.  F. 
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oblations,  accept  the  cakes  and  butter  as  the  day 
disappears. 

Sukta  XVII.  (XXIX). 

The  deity  is  Agni,  except  in  the  fifth  verse,  where  the  offici- 
ating priest  is  supposed  to  take  his  place ; the  Rudii  is  Vis- 
wdmitra : the  metre  of  the  first,  fourth,  tenth,  and  twelfth 
stanzas,  is  Anushtubh ; of  the  eighth,  eleventh,  fourteenth, 
and  fifteenth,  Jagati,  and  of  the  rest  Trishtubh . 

1.  This,  the  apparatus  of  attrition  is  ready  j1  the 
generation  (of  the  flame)  is  ready ; take  up  this  (stick) 
the  protectress  of  mankind,  and  let  us  churn  the  fire 
as  has  been  done  of  old. 

2.  Jatavedas  has  been  deposited  in  the  two  sticks 
as  the  embryo  is  deposited  in  pregnant  women:  Agni 
is  to  be  adored  day  by  day  by  vigilant  men  laden  with 
oblations. 

3.  Let  the  intelligent  priest  place  the  lower  of  the 
sticks  with  the  face  upwards,  the  upper  (with  the  sur- 
face) downwards,  so  that  quickly  impregnated  it  may 
generate  the  showerer  (of  benefits)  Agni:  then  the 
bright  .blazing  son  of  IlA2  whose  light  dissipates  the 
'darkness  is  born  of  the  wood  of  attrition. 

4.  Agni  who  art  Jatavedas,  we  place  thee  upon 
the  earth  in  the  centre,  in  the  place  of  IlX,3  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  the  oblation. 

1 Astidam  adhimanthanam  axti  prujananam  krrtam:  Adhi- 
wanthana  is  the  stick,  the  string,  and  the  like  placed  upon  the  two 
jiicces  of  wood  to  assist  in  their  attrition  : Prajananam  may  have 
its  general  sense  of  begetting,  or  it  denotes  a tuft  of  dry  grass 
used  to  catch  and  communicate  the  flame.  Sdma-Veda , i.  70. 

2 The  fire  of  the  Altar. 

3 Iluyasyade  nabha prithivyah  adhi;  that  is,  in  the  middle  oftlie 
northern  altar : this  and  the  preceding  occur  in  the  Yajush , xxxiv. 
14, 15:  the  passage  is  also  quoted  in  the  Aitarcya  JBr&hmann , 
Punch,  i.  Adhy.  5,  and  similarly  explained  in  the  commentary. 
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5.  Conductors  of  the  rite,  produce  by  attrition  the 
far-seeing,  single-minded,  intelligent,  immortal,  ra- 
diant-limbed Agni  : generate  him,  leaders  (of  the 
solemnity),  in  the  first  place  the  chief  standard  of  the 
sacrifice,  who  is  the  source  of  felicity. 

6.  When  they  rub  (the  sticks)  with  their  arms  the 

radiant  Agni  bursts  forth  from  the  wood  like  a fleet 
• • 

courser,  and  like  the  many-coloured  car  of  the  Aswins 
unresisted  in  its  course,  Agni  spreads  wide  around 
consuming  stones  and  trees. 

7.  As  soon  as  born  Agni,  shines  intelligent,  swift- 
moving,  skilled  in  rites,  praised  by  the  wise,  and 
liberal  in  gifts;  (and  it  is  he)  whom  the  gods  have 
held  as  the  bearer  of  oblations  at  sacrifices,  adorable 
and  all  knowing. 

8.  Offerer  of  oblations  sit  down  in  thine  own  sphere,1 
for  thou  art  cognizant  (of  holy  acts),  and  station  the 
institutor  of  the  ceremony  in  the  chief  place  of  the 
sacred  rite : 2 cherisher  of  the  gods,  worship  the  gods, 
Agni,  and  bestow  abundant  food  on  the  founder  of  the 
sacrifice. 

9.  Produce,  friends,  smoke,3  the  showerer  (of  bene- 
fits) ; indefatigable  persist  in  the*  contest  writh  (Agni)  : 


1 Sdyana  explains  swe  lo/ie  by  uttaravedyah  nabhau  on  the 
centre  of  the  north  altar : Mahidhara , Yajur-Veday  xi.  35.  says, 
krishnajine  on  the  hide  of  the  black  antelope. 

2 Sddayd  yajnarn  suhritasya  yonau ; yajna , according  to 
Sdyana , is  put  for  the  yajamdna , yajnasya  kart  dr  am  y who  is 
to  be  stationed  uttamalol re,  in  the  best  place,  or  that  which 
enjoys  the  fruit  of  the  holy  rite,  suhritajanyopabhogasya  sthane: 
Mahidhara  says,  suhrita  yoni/i  means  the  hrishndjinaf  the 
black  antelope-hide. 

3 Krinota  dhumatn , produce  fire,  by  metonymy. 
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the  heroic  Agni  is  able  to  encounter  hosts,  and  by  him 
the  gods  overcome  their  foes. 

10.  This  in  every  season,  Agni,  is  thy  place,1 
whence,  as  soon  as  generated,  thou  hast  ever  shone : 
knowing  that  to  be  so,  Agni,  there  abide,  and  thrive 
by  our  praises. 

11.  When  (existing)  as  an  embryo  (in  the  wood), 
Agni  is  called  Tanunapat  ;2  when  he  is  generated  (he 
is  called)  the  Asura-destroying  Narasansa;  when  he 
has  displayed  (his  energy)  in  the  material  firmament, 
Matartiwan  ;3  and  the  creation  of  the  wind  is  in  his 
rapid  motion. 

12.  Agni,  who  art  pronounced  by  reverential  at- 
trition, and  deposited  with  reverential  care,  and  who  . 
art  far-seeing,  render  our  rites  (exempt  from  defects), 
and  -worship  the  gods  (on  behalf)  of  the  devout 
worshipper. 

13.  Mortals  have  begotten  the  immortals,  the  un- 
decaying (Agni),  the  devourer  of  oblations,  the  con- 
veyance (by  which  they  cross  over  sin),  the  ten  sister 
fingers  intertwined  proclaim  him  born  as  if  it  was  a 
male  (infant).4 


1 Say  ana  says  this  alludes  to  the  A rani,  the  stick  of  vetasa 
or  asicattha,  or  other  trees  : Mahidhara,  Yajur-Vcda,  hi.  14, 
explains  it  the  Garhapatya , or  household  fire:  he  renders  the 
concluding  phrase  also  differently,  give  us  increase  of  riches. 

2 He  who  does  not  consume  the  persons  of  the  worshippers 
yashtrindm  tanuh,  sarirdni  na  pdtayati,  na  dahati,  or  it  may 
have  the  meaning  previously  given,  the  grandson  of  the  waters. 

3 Who  breathes,  suasiti , in  the  maternal  atmosphere,  mdtari. 

4 When  the  priests  and  assistants  behold  the  flame  break  forth 
they  clap  their  hands  and  make  sounds  of  rejoicing,  like  the 
parents  of  a new-born  son. 
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• • 

. 14.  Agni,  who  has  seven  ministering  priests,  shines 
eternally:  when  he  has  blazed  upon  the  bosom  and 
lap  of  his  mother  (earth),  he  is  vociferous  (with  de- 
- light) : day  by  day  he  never  slumbers  after  he  is  born 
from  the  interior  of  the  (spark)  emitting  wood. 

15.  The  Kusikas , the  first-born  of  Brahma,  armed 
against  enemies  like  the  energies  of  the  Maruts , com- 
prehend the  universe : they  have  uttered  the  prayer 
accompanied  by  the  oblation : they  have  one  by  one 

. lighted  Agni  in  this  dwelling. 

16.  Agni,  offerer  of  oblations,  cognizant  of  rites,  in- 

♦ • 

asmuch  as  we  have  recourse  to  thee  to-day  in  this 
progressing  sacrifice,  therefore  do  thou  steadily  convey 
(the  offering  to  the  gods),  or  tranquilly  be  at  rest, 
and  knowing  (the  purport  of  our  acts),  and  wise  (in 
all  respects),  approach  (and  accept)  the  Soma  libation. 


ADHYAYA  II. 

ANUVAKA  III. 

r 

SUKTA  I.  (XXX.) 

The  detiy  is  Indra  ; the  Rishi  Viswamitra;  the  metre 

Trish  tubh 

1.  The  bearers  of  the  libations  desire  thee;  thy 
friends  pour  forth  the  Soma  juice ; they  offer  copious 
oblations  : (supported  by  thee)  they  endure  patiently 
the  calumny  of  men,  for  who  is  so  renowned  as  thou 
art. 

2.  Master  of  tawny  steeds,  the  remotest  regions  are 
not  remote  for  thee : then  come  quickly  with  thy 
horses:  to  thee,  the  steady  showerer  (of  benefits), 
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these  sacrifices  are  presented ; the  stones  (for  bruising 
the  Soma)  are  ready,  as  the  fire  is  being  kindled. 

3.  Showerer  (of  benefits,  who  art)  Indra,  the  wearer 
of  the  helmet,1  the  professor  of  opulence,  the  conveyer  * 
(of  men  beyond  evil),2  the  leader  of  the  numerous 
troop  (of  the  Maruts ),  the  achiever  of  many  great 
deeds,  the*  devastator  of  hostile'  (regions),  the  terror 
of  thy  foes,  where  are  those  heroic  deeds  (which  thou 
hast  performed)  against  the  mortal  (Asuras)  when 
opposed  (by  them  in  battle). 

4.  Thou  alone  casting  down  the  firmly-footed 
(Asuras)  proceedest,  destroying  the  Vritras , and  obe- 
dient to  thy  command  the  heaven  and  earth  and  the 
mountains  stood  as  if  immoveable. 

5.  Thou  alone,  when  invoked  by  many,  and  the 
slayer  of  Vritra  by  thy  prowess,  didst  say  firmly  (to 
the  gods),  fear  not!  Indra,  endowed  with  opulence, 
vast  is  thy  grasp,  wherewith  thou  hast  seized  these 
unbounded  regions,  heaven  and  earth. 

Varga  ii.  6.  Let  (thy  car),  Indra,  drawn  by  thy  horses  (rush) 

• downwards  (upon  the  Asuras);  let  thy  destroying 
thunder-bolt  fall  upon  thine  enemies;  slay  those  that 
assail  in  front  or  in  rear,  or  that  fly  (from  the  combat)  : 
make  the  universe  (the  abode  of)  truth  ; (let  such 
power)  be  concentred  in  thee. 

7.  The  man  to  whom  thou  gran  test,  lord  of  power, 
(thy  good  will),  enjoys  unprecedented  domestic  (pro- 

1 Susipra , in  more  than  one  previous  passage,  has  been  ex- 
plained, having  a handsome  nose  or  chin,  for  -which  Sdyana 
here  also  quotes  the  Niruhta , vi.17,  bathe  proposes  a new  mean- 
ing, xirastranam  a guard  of  the  head,  a helmet. 

2 Tarutra  may  also  be  rendered,  he  by  whom  the  gods  surpass 
or  defeat  the  Asuras. 
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sperity):  Indra,  who  art  invoked  by  many,  thy  au- 
spicious favour,  which  is  obtained  by  oblations,1  is  the 
giver  of  unbounded  wealth. 

8.  Indra,  who  art  invoked  by  many,  grind  to  dust 
the  reviling  malevolent  Vritra  opposing  thee,  dwell- 
ing with  the  mother  of  the  Danavas , and  increasing 
in  might,  until,  haying  deprived  him  of  hand  and  foot, 
thou  hast  destroyed  him  by  thy  strength.2 

9.  Thou  hast  fixed  tranquil  in  its  position  the 
vast  unbounded  and  wandering  earth : the  showcrer 
(of  benefits)  has  upheld  the  heaven  and  the  firmament : 
let  the  waters  engendered  by  thee  here  descend. 

10.  The  heavy  cloud,3  the  receptacle  of  the  water, 
dreading  (thee)  its  destroyer,  opened  out  before  (thou 
hadst  cast  thy  bolt);  then  Indra  made  easily-tra- 

1 Sumatiryhritdchi : the  application  of  the  epithet  is  not 
very  obvious,  that  which  goes  to  or  obtains  clarified  butter, 
havir  anckati,  prdpnoti,  but  it  is  not  applicable  to  any  thing 
else  in  the  hemistich. 

2 Sahaddnum  kshiyantam  sampinak  fpundrum : this  is  the 

usual  allegory  of  the  destruction  of  the  cloud,  l»ut  several  of  the 
terms  admit  of  different  renderings : Sahaddnn,  with  thoso  pro- 
ceeding from  Dann , as  in  a former  passage,  vol.  ii.  p.  87  ; or  it 
may  mean,  united  with  the  Ddnaras,  or,  according  to  Mahidharn , 
Yajur-Veda , xvm.  69,  it  may  be  simply  sahan  from  sahas, 
strength:  kshiyantam,  according  to  Say  ana,  is  bddhamdnam , 
rain-opposing:  Mahidhara  explains  it  nikatavarttamdnam , 

being  near  to : Kundru  may  be  a proper  name,  that  of  an  A sura, 
a noisy  one,  hvanananlam , or  evil-speaking,  durvnehavadanam , 
or,  according  to  Yaska,  partkvanana,  loud-sounding  : Sdyana 
also  gives  us  another  interpretation  ; crush  the  increasing  cloud 
shedding  water,  sahaddnum  ndakaddnopelam ; abiding  in  the 
sky,  kshiyantam,  dkdse  nivasantam. ; and  thundering,  kundrum , 
garjantam. 

3 Alatrino  balah,  the  first  is  explained,  a cloud,  and  the 
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versed  paths  for  the  waters  to  issue,  and  desirable  and 
loud  sounding  they  proceeded  to  the  (waters  of  the 
Varga  in.  earth)* 1  invoked  of  many. 

11.  Indra  alone  has  filled  the  two,  both  earth  and 
heaven  mutually  combined,  and  abounding  with 
wealth : do  thou,  hero,  mounted  in  thy  car,  come  with 
thy  harnessed  horses  from  the  firmament,  impatient  to 
be  near  us. 

12.  S<jrya  harms  not  the  quarters  (of  the  horizon),2 
set  open  daily  (for  his  journey),  the  progeny  of  Har- 
yaswa  :3  when  he  has'tra versed  the  roads  (he  is  to 
travel),  then  he  lets  loose  his  horses,  for  such  is  his 
office. 

13.  All  men  are  anxious  to  behold  the  great  and 
variegated  host  (of  the  solar  rays)  at  the  issuing  of 
the  dawn  after  the  night  has  been  displaced ; and  when 
the  morning  has  come,  they  recognise  the  many  great 
and  glorious  acts  of  Indra. 

14.  A great  light  has  been  shed  upon  the  rivers: 
the  cow  yet  immature  grazes,  charged  with  the  ripe 
(milk),  for  Indra  has  placed  in  the  cow  all  this  col- 
lected sweetness  for  food. 

15.  Indra  be  firm,  for  there  are  obstructors  of 
(thy)  path : secure  to  the  worshipper  and  his  friends 


second,  that  which  by  its  abundance  of  water  is  able  to  do 
mischief : the  verse  is  similarly  explained  by  Ydsha,  Nir,  vi.  2, 
but  the  construction  and  phraseology  both  make  it  somewhat 
obscure. 

1 Prdvan  puruhUtam,  vanirdhamantih  is  explained  vanam- 
yah  mbdayamdnas-td  dpah  puruhutam  bahubhirdhutam  par - 
thivam  udaharn  abhydgachchan , as  in  the  text. 

2 Disah  suryo  na  mindti  no.  hinsati , he  does  not  injure. 

3 Indra , or  he  with  the  tawny  horses. 
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(the  means  of  completing)  the  sacrifice:  mortal1 
enemies  bearing  bows,  armed  with  mischievous  wea- 
pons, and  coming  with  evil  intent,  must  be  destroyed 
(by  thee). 

16.  The  sound  (of  thy  bolt)  has  been  heard  by  the 
approaching  foes  : hurl  upon  them  the  consuming 
thunderbolt,  cut  them  up  by  the  root,  oppose,  Mag* 
havan,  overcome,  slay  the  Rakshasas , complete  (the 
sacrifice). 

17.  Pluck  up  the  Rakshasas , Indra,  by  the  root; 
cut  asunder  the  middle,  blight  the  summit : to  what- 
ever remote  (regions)  thou  hast  driven  the  sinner, 
cast  upon  the  enemy  of  the  Veda 2 thy  consuming 
weapon. 

18.  Regulator  (of  the  world  provide  us)  with  horses 
for  our  welfare,  and  when  thou  art  seated  near  to  us 
may  we  become  mighty,  enjoying  abundant  food,  and 
ample  riches,  and  may  there  be  to  us  wealth  accom- 
panied by  progeny. 

19.  Bring  to  us,  Indra,  splendid  affluence:  we  rely 
on  the  bounty  of  thee  who  art  fond  of  giving : our 
desire  is  as  insatiable  as  the  fire  of  the  ocean : appease 
it,  16rd  of  infinite  riches. 

20.  Gratify  this  our  desire  (of  wealth)  with  cows, 
with  horses,  with  shining  treasure,  and  make  us  re- 


1 Martydsah  : Sdyana  explains  it  here,  Mdrayitdrah , killer**, 
murderers. 

2 Brahma  dicishe : Sdyana  renders  itbrdhmaiuxdweshakdrine, 
or  him  who  entertains  hatred  against  the  brdhman  ; but  brahma 
may  mean  the  prayer  of  the  Vedas,  or  the  Vedas,  which  is  here 
the  more  likely  meaning,  or  at  least  the  religion  or  ritual  of  the 
followers  of  the  Veda. 
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nowned : the  wise  Kusikas,  desirous  of  heaven,  offer 
praise  to  thee,  Indra,  with  pious  (prayers). 

21.  Indra,  lord  of  cattle,  (divide  the  clouds  and 
send  us)  rain,  whence  nutritious  food  may  come  to  us : 
showerer  (of  benefits),  thou  art  spread  through  the 
sky,  and  powerful  through  truth : Maghavan  consider 
thyself  as  our  protector. 

22.  We  invoke  for  our  protection  the  opulent 
Indra,  distinguished  in  this  combat  ; the  leader  in  the 
food-bestowing  (strife),  hearing  (our  praises),  terrible 
in  battles,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  the  conqueror  of 
wealth. 

StiKTA  II.  (XXXI.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  are  the  same,  or  the  latter  may  be  another 

Vixwdmit.ra  the  son  of  Ishiratha,  of  the  family  of  Kuxiha ; 

the  metre  is  Trixhtubh . 

1.  The  sonless  father,1  regulating  (the  contract), 
refers  to  his  grandson,  (the  son)  of  his  daughter,  and 
relying  on  the  efficiency  of  the  rite,  honours  (his  son- 
in-law)  with  valuable  gifts : the  father,  trusting  to  the 
impregnation  of  the  daughter,  supports  himself  with  a 
tranquil  mind. 

2.  (A  son)  born  of  the  body,2  does  not  transfer 
(paternal)  wealth  to  a sister : he  has  made  (her)  the 


1 Sdsadvahnih : the  latter  is  said  to  be  the  father  of  a daughter 
only,  not  of  a son,  because  he  conveys  away  ( vahati , prdpayati) 
his  property  through  his  married  daughter  into  another  family  : 
xdxad , sastif  he  stipulates,  that  his  daughter’s  son,  Ins  grandson, 
duhitur  naptyam,  shall  be  his  son,  a mode  of  affiliation  recog- 
nised by  law;  and,  relyingon  an  heir  thus  obtained,  and  one  who 
can  perform  his  funeral  rites,  he  i$  satisfied. 

2 Tdnwahy  same  as  tanujah ; va  jama yc  rihttham  ar&ih , if  * 
there  be  a son  the  inheritance  does  not  go  to  the  sister,  jdrnaye , 
bhagihyai. 
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receptacle  of  the  embryo  of  the  husband  i1  if  the 
parents  procreate  children  (of  either  sex),2  one  is  the 
performer  of  holy  acts,  the  other  is  to  be  enriched 
(with  gifts).3 

3.  For  the  worship  of  the  resplendent  (Indra), 
Agni,  glow'ing  with  flame,  has  begotten  mighty  sons:, 
great  was  the  germ,  and  great  was  their  birth,  and 
great  w'as  their  efficacy,  for  the  worship  of  IIaryaswa. 

4.  The  victorious  ( Maruts ) associated  (with  Indra 
when  contending  with  Vritra)  perceived  a great 
light  issuing  from  the  darkness.  The  dawns  recog- 
nising him  (as  the  sun)  arose,  and  Indra  was  the 
sole  sovereign  of  the  rays  (of  light). 

5.  The  seven  intelligent  sages  (the  Angirasas) 
having  ascertained  that  (the  cows)  were  concealed  in 
the  strong  (cavern),  propitiated  (Indra)  by  mental 
devotion : they  recovered  them  all  by  the  path  of  sa- 
crifice; for  Indra,  knowing  (their  pious  acts),  and 
offering  them  homage,  entered  (the  cave). 

6.  When  Saramd  discovered  the  broken  (entrance) 
of  the  mountain,  then  Indra  made  great  and  ample 


1 And  by  so  doing;  he  makes  her  sanskritd, — he  secures  for 
her  one  of  the  essential  purificatory  rites. 

2 Yadi  mdtaro  janayanti  vahnim : here  vahni  is  explained 
offspring,  or  rather,  male  offspring,  a son,  whilst  avahni  is  said 
to  mean  a daughter;  but  it  may  imply  both,  as  having  been 
borne  by  the  wife,  and  the’ context  requires  this  meaning;  for 
the  one,  the  son,  as  the  performer  of  obsequial  and  other  rites, 
is  the  heir,  whilst  the  other  is  rindhafi , riddhyamdnd , to  be  in- 
creased or  made  wealthy,  with  dresses,  ornaments,  and  the  like. 

3 These  two  verses,  if  rightly  interpreted,  are  wholly  uncon- 
nected with  the  subject  of  the  Sukta , and  come  in  without  any 
apparent  object:  they  are  very  obscure,  and  are  only  made 
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(provision)  for  her  young,  as  previously  (promised): 
then  the  sure-footed  (animal),  first  recognising  their 
lowing,  proceeded,  and  came  to  the  presence  of  the 
imperishable  kine.1 

7.  The  most  sage  (Indra),  desirous  of  the  friendship 
of  the  (Angirasas),  went  to  the  cave,  and  the  moun- 
tain yielded  its  contents  to  the  valiant  (deity),  aided 
by  the  youthful  Maruts , equally  wishing  (to  conciliate 
the  sages)  : the  destroyer  (of  the  Asuras)  recovered 
(the  cattle),  and  immediately  Angiras  became  his 
worshipper. 

8.  May  he  who  is  the  type  of  all  that  is  excellent, 
the  anticipator  (of  his  foes),  he  who  knows  all  that  is 
born,  who  destroys  Sushna,  the  far-seeing,2  the  re- 
storer of  cattle,  may  he,  a friend  coming  from  heaven, 
honouring  us  as  his  friends,  be  free  from  all  reproach.3 

9.  The  Angirasas , with  minds  intent  on  their 
cattle,  sat  down  ( to  worship  Indra)  with  hymns,  fol- 


somewhat  intelligible  by  interpretations  which  seem  to  be  arbi- 
trary, and  are  very  unusual,  although  not  peculiar  to  Sayana , bis 
explanations  being  based  on  those  of  Yaska.  Nir .,  hi.  4—6. 

1 See  vol.  i.  p.  16  : the  verse  occurs  also  Yajur-Veda,  xxxm. 
59,  where  the  commentator  gives,  besides  the  usual  legendary 
illustration,  a different  and  more  mystical  interpretation,  ex- 
plaining saramd  by  vdch , speech,  that  in  which  the  gods 
saharamante,  delight  together  : the  other  phrases  are  explained 
not  very  distinctly,  to  the  same  purport. 

2 Padavihy  kavitama,  most  wise  or  far-seeing  as  to  the  past, 
from  pada,  an  object,  and  vih,  wdio  knows. 

3 Munchanniravadydt , always,  nitaram , be  free,  mynchatu — 
from  such  a fault  as  that  of  the  nature  of  the  death  of  Vritra  i 
Vritrabadha  rupad-doshdt ; but  this  is  a Pauranik  notion, 
Vritra , according  to  the  Purdnas , being  a Brahman,  and  by 
killing  him  Indra  was  guilty  of  the  heinous  sin  of  Bvahmahatyd. 
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lowing  the  road  to  immortality  : great  was  this  their 
perseverance,  by  which  they  sought  for  months  to 
accomplish  (their  ends). 

10.  Contemplating  their  own  (cattle)  giving  milk 
to  their  former  progeny  (the  Angirasas)  were  de- 
lighted ; their  shouts  spread  through  heaven  and  earth ; 
they  replaced  the  recovered  kine  in  their  places,  and 
stationed  guards  over  the  cows. 

11.  Indra,  the  slayer  of  Vritra,  let  loose  the 
milch  kine,  assisted  by  the  Maruts , born  for  his  aid, 
and  entitled  to  praises  and  oblations,  and  the  excellent 
(cows)  contributing  abundantly  to  sacred  offerings, 
and  yielding  the  butter  of  libation,  milked  for  him 
sweet  (sacrificial)  food. 

12.  They  (the  Angirasas)  performing  pious  acts 
made  for  their  protector  a spacious  and  splendid  abode 
which  they  celebrated  : seated  (at  the  sacrifice)  and 
supporting  with  the  pillar  (of  the  firmament)  the 
parents  (of  all  things  heaven  and  earth),  they  esta- 
blished the  rapid  Indra  on  high  (in  heaven). 

13.  Inasmuch  as  'our  devout  praise  has  appointed 
a thriving  ruler  for  the  regulation  of  heaven  and 
earth,  to  whom  faultless  and  appropriate  commenda- 
tions (are  due),  therefore  are  all  the  energies  of  Indra 
spontaneously  exerted. 

14.  I wish,  Indra,  for  thy  friendship,  and  (the' 
exercise  of)  thy  powers:  many  horses  come  to  the 
slayer  of  Vritra  : we  offer  to  thee,  sage,  great  praise 
and  oblations:  consider  thyself,  Maghavan  as  our 
protector.1 

15.  Wide  fields, -vast  treasure,  (spacious)  pastures, 


1 Sania-Veda , I.  v.  21. 
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has  the  much-knowing  (Indra)  bestowed  upon  his 
friends  : the  radiant  Indra  with  the  leaders  (of  rites, 
the  Maruts)  generated  the  sun,  the  dawn,  the  earth, 
and  lire.  ' 1 

16.  This  lowly-minded  Indra  has  created  the  wide- 
spread, commingled,  all-delighting  waters ; and  they, 
purifying  the  sweet  (libations)  with  the  sage  puri- 
fiers,1 and  being  benevolent  (to  all),  proceed  with  (the 
revolutions)  of  days  and  nights.2 

17.  The  two  adorable  (alternations  of)  day  and 
night,3  upholding  (all  things)  by  the  might-  of  the 
sun,4  successively  revolve  : thy  sincere  and  acceptable 
friends  (the  Maruts)  are  ready  to  encounter  (thy  foes)  * 
and  maintain  thy  greatness. 

18.  Slayer  of  Vritra,  do  thou,  who  art  long  lived, 
the  showerer  (of  benefits),  the  giver  of  food,  be  the 
lord  of  our  true  praises,  repairing  (to  tlm  sacrifice), 
come  to  us  great,  with  great,  friendly,  and  auspicious 
protections. 

19.  Worshipping  him  with  reverence,  like  an  An- 
rjiras , I make  the  ancient  (Indra)  renovate  to  accept 


1 Kavibhik  pavitraih:  according  to  the  commentator,  the 
sages,  who  are  as  it  were  the  filters  or  purifiers  of  the  Soma 
libation  are  the  divinities,  Agni,  Vdyu , and  Surya. 

2 Dyubhir-hinvantyahtubhih , they  go  with  days  and  nights  : 
according  to  the  scholiast,  they  regulate  by  day  and  night  the 
respective  functions  of  all  the  world  : rdtridivam  sarvam  jagaf 
srv'a  su'd  vydparapravanam  fturvanti,  they  make  the  whole 
world  diligent  in  its  respective  functions  by  night  and  day. 

3 The  text  has  Ubhe  krishne,  both  the  blacks,  meaning,  the 
scholiast  affirms,  ahoratre , day  and  night. 

4 Suryaxya  mahand ; the  commentator  identifies  Surya  with 
Indra , the  impeller,  preraka , of  the  world. 
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the  oblation  : destroy  the  many  impious  oppressors 
(of  thy  worshippers),  and  bestow  upon  us,  Magiiavan, 
thine  own  (wealth)  for  our  acceptance. 

20.  Thy  purifying  waters  have  been  spread  abroad : 
fill  their  beds  for  our  welfare : riding  on  thy  car,  de- 
fend us  from  the  malevolent,  and  make  us  quickly 
the  conquerors  of  cattle. 

21.  Indra,  the  slayer  of  Vritra,  the  lord  of  herds, 
has  discovered  the  cattle,  and  by  his  radiant  efful- 
gence driven  away  the  black  ( Asuras ),  and  indicating 
with  veracity  (to  the  Angirasas)  the  honest  (kine), 
he  shut  the  gate  upon  all  their  own  cattle.1 

22.  We  invoke  for  our  protection  the  opulent 
Indra,  distinguished  in  this  combat,  the  leader  in  the 
food-bestowing  (strife),  hearing  (our  praises),  terrible 
in  battles,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  the  conqueror  of 
wealth.2 

StjKTA  III.  (XXXII.) 

The  deity,  Rishi , and  metre  the  same. 

1.  Indra,  lord  of  the Soma,  drink  this  Soma  juice 
which  is  grateful  to  thee  at  noon-day  sacrifice;  Mag- 
iiavan, partaker  of  the  spiritless  Soma ,3  unyoke  thy 
horses,'  and,  filling  their  jaws  (with  fodder),  exhilarate 
them  at  this  ceremony. 

2.  Indra,  drink  the  Soma  juice  mixed  with  milk, 


1 Duraschci  vtiu'd  avrinod  apa  swdh ; that  is,  according  to 
Sayana,  having  placed  the  cattle  in  the  .cow-pens,  he  covered  „ 
or  closed  the  doors:  vraje  yah  sthdpayiticd  tdni  dicdrdny- 
dchchhdditavdn. 

2 Many  of  the  verses  in  this  hymn  are  of  more  than  usual 
obscuritv. 

3 Rijiskin , possessing  rijisham,  gatasdram  Somam,  Somu 
having  lost  its  strength. 
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with  butter-milk,  or  fresh  :x  we  offer  it  for  thy  exhi- 
laration, associated  with  the  devout1 2  company  of  the 

Mai'uts  and  the  Rudras : drink  it  till  thou  art* 

• % 

satisfied. 

3.  These  are  the  Maruts , Indra,  who,  worshipping 
thy  prowess,  augment  thy  withering  force  (by  their 
aid) : attended  by  the  Rudras , drink,  wielder  of  the 
thunderbolt,  and  handsome-chinned,  at  the  noon-day 
sacrifice. 

4.  Those  were  the  Maruts  who  were  the  strength 
of  Indra,  and  gently  encouraged  him ; animated  by 
whom  he  pierced  the  vital  part  of  Vritra,  fancying 
himself  invulnerable. 

5.  Phased  with  the  sacrifice,  as  if  it  was  that  of 
Manu,  drink,  Indra,  the  Soma  juice,  for  the  sake  of 
perpetual  vigour:  come,  lord  of  the  tawny  steeds, 
with  the  adorable  Maruts , and  with  the  traversers 
(of  the  air) : send  down  the  waters  (of  the  firmament) 
to  (blend  with)  the  waters  of  the  earth.3 

6.  Inasmuch  as  thou  hast  slain  with  active  strife 
the  slumbering,  darkling,  water-investing  Vritra, 
thou  hast  let  forth  the  bright  waters  like  horses  (rush- 
ing) into  battle. 


1 Gavdriram,  manthinam , suhram : the  first  has  occurred 
before  ; the  second  is  explained,  manthasanyuktam , mixed  with 
butter-milk  ; and  the  last,  abhinavam,  new  or  fresh ; or  they 
may  mean  mkrdmanthigrahe  vartlamdnam , being  in  the  vessel 
of  acid  butter-milk. 

2 Brahmakritd,  Indrastotram  kurvanena,  making  the 
praise  of  Indra . 

° Apo  arnd  sisarshi ; a n tart  hsh  asth  it  d nyudahdn  i par  third - 
nyudakdni  prdpaya}  cause  the  waters  staying  in  mid-air  to 
reach,  or  become  those  of,  earth  : the  notion  has  occured  be-' 
fore.  * 
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7.  Therefore  we  sacrifice  with  reverence  to  the 
vast  and  mighty  Indra,  who  is  adorable,  undecaying, 
young;  whose  magnitude  the  unbounded  heaven  and 
earth  have  not  measured,  nor  can  measure. 

8.  All  the  gods  cannot  detract  from  the  many 
glorious  exploits,  and  pious  works  of  Indra  : he  who 
has  upheld  earth,  and  heaven,  and  the  firmament,  and 
who,  the  performer  of  great  deeds,  has  engendered 
the  sun  and  the  dawn. 

9.  ’Doer  of  no  wrong,  such  was  thy  true  greatness, 
that  as  soon  as  born,  thou  hast  quaffed  the  Soma 
juice : neither  the  heavens,  nor  days,  nor  months,  nor 
years,  resist  the  force  of  thee  who  art  mighty. 

10.  -As  soon  as  born  in  the  highest  heaven,  thou 
hast  quaffed,  Indra,  the  Soma  juice  for  thy  exhilara- 
tion ; and  when  thou  hadst  pervaded  the  heaven  and 
earth,  thou  becamest  the  primary  artificer  (of 
creation). 

11.  Indra,  from  whom  many  are  born;  thou  who 
art  vigorous  hast  slain  Am,  enveloping  the  slumbering 
water,  and  confiding  in  his  prowess:  yet  the  heaven' 
apprehended  not  thy  greatness  as  thou  remainedst 
concealing  the  earth  by  one  of  (thy)  flames.1 

12.  This  our  sacrifice,  Indra,  is  thy  augmentation, 
for  the  rite  in  which  the  Soma  is  effused  is  accept- 
able to  thee:  do  thou  who  art  deserving  of  worship 
protect  the  worshipper  by  (the  efficacy  of)  the  wor- 
ship, and  may  this  sacrifice  strengthen  thy  thunder- 
bolt for  the  slaying  of  Ahi. 


1 Any  ay  a sphigyd  hsh&m,  avastkd , is  explained,  ekatarayd 
hatya  hhilmim  arackchh&dya  tishthasi : the  meaning  is  not  very 
clear. 
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13.  The  worshipper,  by  his  conservatory  sacrifice, 
has  made  Indra  present:  may  I bring  him  to  my 
presence  to  obtain  new  wealth,  him  who  has  been 
exalted  by  praises,  whether  ancient,  mediaeval,  or 
recent. 

14.  When  the  thought  of  glorifying  Indra  entered 
my  mind,  then  I gave  birth  (to  his  praises).:  may  I 
laud  him  before  encountering  distant  (evil)  days, 
whereby  he  may  guide  us  beyond  sin ; for  those  on 
both  sides  of  us  invoke  him,  as  (those  on  either  bank 
of  a river  hail)  a passenger  in  a boat. 

15.  The  vase  is  filled  for  him  (with  Soma);  wel- 
come Indra  : I pour  it  out  for  thee  to  drink,  as  a 
water-carrier  (pours  water)  from  his  bag:  may  the 
grateful  Soma  juice  flow  in  reverence  round  Indra  for 
his  exhilaration. 

16.  Invoked  of  many,  the  deep  ocean  arrests  thee 
not,  nor  do  the  accompanying  mountains  (stay  thee) ; 
and  therefore,  summoned  by  thy  friends,  thou  hast 
repressed  the  strong  flame  abiding  in  the  abyss.1 

17.  We  invoke  for  our  protection  the*  opulent 
Indra,  distinguished  in  this  combat,  the  leader  in  the 
food-bestowing  (strife),  hearing  (our  praises),  terrible 
in  battles,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  the  conqueror  of 
wealth. 

StiKTA  IV.  (XXXIII.) 

As  this  hymn  consists  of  a dialogue  between  Vwwamitra  and 

the  rivers  Vipdx  and  Sutudri ,2  they  are  considered  to  be 

1 Dridhum  chid  arujo  gavyarn  urvam,  is  interpreted  by 
Sdyana,pi'abalam  api  avatevarttamdnam  urvanalam  samyaga- 
bhankshih , thou  hast  entirely  broken  the  strong  ( urva ) fire  abid- 
ing in  the  deep. 

2 According  to  the  legend  cited  by  Say  an  a , given  also  by 
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respectively  the  Rishis  of  the  verses  ascribed  to  either;  the 

divinity  is  Indra  ; the  metre  is  Trishtubh , except  in  the  last 

verse,  in  which  it  is  Anushtvbh. 

1.  Rushing  from  the  flanks  of  the  mountains,  eager 
(to  reach  the  sea)  like  two  mares  with  loosened  reins 
contending  (with  each  other  in  speed),  like  two  fair 
mother  cows  (hastening)  to  caress  (their  calves),  the 
Vipas  and  Sutudrt,* 1  flow  rapidly  with  (united)  waters. 

2.  Impelled  by  Indra,  soliciting  (his  commands), 
you  go  to  the  ocean  like  charioteers  (to  their  goal) : 
flowing  together,  and  swelling  with  (your)  waves, 
bright  (rivers),  one  of  you  proceeds  to  the  other. 

3.  I repaired  to  the  most  maternal  river;  I went 
to  the  wide  auspicious  Vipas,  flowing  together  to  a 
common  receptacle,  like  parent  cows  (hastening  to) 
caress  the  calf. 

4.  The  rivers  speak]  Fertilizing  (the  land)  with 
this  (our)  current,  we  are  flowing  to  the  receptacle 
which  has  been  appointed  by  the  deity  (Indra): 
the  course  appointed  for  our  going  (permits)  not  of 
delay : of  what  is  the  sage  desirous,  that  he  addresses 
the  rivers  1 

5.  YiswXmitra  speaks]  Rivers  charged  with 
water,  rest  a moment  from  your  course  at  my  request, 


Yaska.  Nir.  II.  24,  VUwdmxtra , the  family  priest  of  Sudds , the 
son  of  Piyavana , having  gained  much  wealth  in  his  service, 
was  returning  with  it  home,  w'hen  his  road  brought  him  to  the 
confluence  of  the  Vipas  and  Sutudrt : in  order  to  make  them 
fordable,  he  addressed  to  them  the  first  stanzas  of  this  hymn,  to 
which  they  replied,  and  allowed  him  and  his  followers  to  cross. 

1 The  modern  BeyaJi  and  Satlaj , the  former  of  which  falls 
into  the  latter : the  more  usual  reading  of  the  ancient  Sanscri 
names  are  Vtpdsd  and  Satudra . 

F 2 
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who  go  to  gather  the  Sonia  (plant)  :l  I,  the  son  of 
Kusika , desirous  of  protection,  address  with  earnest 
prayer  especially  the  river  before  me.2 

6.  The  rivers  speak]  Indra,  the  wielder  of  the 
thunderbolt,  dug  our  channels  when  he  slew  Am  the 
blocker  up  of  rivers:3  the  divine  and  well-handed 
Savitri4  has  led  us  (on  our  path),  and  obedient  to 
his  commands  we  flow  (as)  ample  (streams). 

7.  ViswAmitra  speaks]  Ever  is  that  heroic  ex- 
ploit of  Indra  4o  be  celebrated  when  he  cut  Am  to 
pieces,  and  with  his  thunderbolt  destroyed  the  sur- 
rounding (obstructors  of  the  rain),  whence  the  waters 
proceed  in  the  direction  they  desire. 

8.  The  rivers  speak]  Praiser  of  Indra,  forget  not 
this  speech,  nor  the  words  that  (thou  hast  addressed 
to  us)  for  future  ages  (to  reverence):  celebrator  (of 
holy  rites),  be  favourable  to  us  in  solemn  prayers; 
treat  us  not  after  the  (arrogant  fashion)  of  men  : 
salutation  be  to  thee! 

9.  Viswamitra  speaks]  Listen,  sister  (streams), 
kindly  to  him  who  praises  you;  who  has  come  from 
afar  with  a waggon  and  chariot  :5  bow  down  lowlily ; 
become  easily  fordable;  remain,  rivers,  lower  than 
the  axle  (of  the  wheel)  with  your  currents. 

1 Me  vachase  sornydya , to  my  speech  importing  the  Soma, 
i.e.  according  to  the  scholiast,  the  object  of  my  address  is,  that 
having  crossed  over,  I may  go  to  gather  the&nna  plant:  Yasha 
agrees,  with  Sdyana  in  the  interpretation  of  this  stanza, 
Nir.  II.  25. 

2 That  is,  the  Sutudri . 

3 The  cloud  imprisoning  the  water  of  the  rains. 

4 Sdyana  considers  Savitri  as  an  epithet  of  Indra,  the  im- 
peller or  animator  of  the  world,  Savitd  mrtvisya  jayatah  pre- 
rahah : the  Niruhta  has  a similar  explanation,  n.  26. 

5 Anasd  rathena : the  commentator,  and  Yaska  also,  separate 
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10.  The  rivers  speak]  Hymner,  we  hear  thy 
words,  that  thou  hast  come  from  afar  with  a waggon 
and  a chariot:  we  how  down  before  thee:  like  a 
woman  nursing  (her  child),  like  a maiden  bending 
to  embrace  a man,  (so  will  we  do)  for  thee.* 1 

11.  Viswamitra  speaks]  Since,  rivers,  (you  have 
allowed  me  to  cross),  so  may  the  Bharatas 2 pass  over 
(your  united  stream):  may  the  troop  desiring  to 
cross  the  water,  permitted  (by  you),  and  impelled  by 
Indra,  pass;  then  let  the  course  appointed  for  your 
going  (be  resumed)  : I have  recourse  to  the  favour  of 
you  who  are  worthy  of  adoration. 

12.  The  Bharatas  seeking  cattle  passed  over:  the 
sage  enjoyed  the  favour  of  the  rivers:  streams  dis- 
pensing food,  productive  of  wealth,  spread  abundance, 
fill  (your  beds),  flow  swiftly. 

13.  Let  your  waves  (rivers)  so  flow  that  the  pin3 

• 

these  words,  sakatena  rathena  cha , by  a cart  and  a carriage: 
the  anas,  a cart  or  waggon,  or  truck,  would  he  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  Soma  plant. 

1 Te  is  repeated  at  the  end  of  the  line  without  any  apparent 
connexion,  according  to  the  scholiast  it  is  repeated  out  of 
respect,  te  iti  punaruklir-ddardrtham. 

2 The  Bharatas  are  said  to  be  of  the  same  race  as  Visit  a- 
mitra ; Bharatakulajd  madly dh  sarve;  but  possibly  nothing 
more  is  meant  than  those  who  were  the  hearers  of  Visud- 
mitra’s,  goods  and  chattels  ; for  his  connexion  with  the  Bharatas 
is  somewhat  remote:  besides  which  their  family  priest  was  Vasish- 
tha . Mahdbhdrata  Adi  JParva , v.  3734:  itis  also  to  be  observed 
that  the  word  in  the  text  is  Bharata , whilst  the  name  of  the  race 
is  most  correctly  Bharata , with  the  first  vowel  long,  although 
the  short  vowel  is  also  allowable  by  the  rules  of  derivation. 

3 Samp  a,  yugakild  : the  commentator  explains  it  also  as  the 
ropes  that  are  fastened  to  the  ends  of  the  yoke,  the  traces, 
yugyakatapdrxu  ddisamlagnd  rajja  vah , but  he  renders  yohtrdni, 
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Varga  XV. 


of  the  yoke  may  be  above  (their)  waters : leave  the 
traces  full,  and  may  (the  two  streams),  exempt  from 
misfortune  or  defect,  and  uncensured,  exhibit  no 
(present)  increase.* 1 

S6kta  V.  (XXXIV.) 

Indra  is  the  deity  ; the  Rishi  is  Viswdmrtra ; the  metre 

Trishtubh. 

1.  Indra,  the  destroyer  of  cities,  possessed  of 
wealth,  manifesting  (his  greatness),  merciless  to  his 
enemies,  has  overspread  the  day  with  his  radiance: 
attracted  by  prayer,  increasing  in  bulk,  and  armed 
with  many  weapons,2  he  has  delighted  both  heaven 
and  earth. 

2.  Decorating  thee,  I address  sincere  prayers  to  thee 
who  art  adorable  and  mighty,  for  the  sake  of  (ob- 
taining) food  : thou,  Indra,  art  the  preceder  of  men3 
the  descendants  of  Manu,  and  of  the  descendants  of 
the  gods. 

3.  Indra,  of  glorious  deeds,  destroyed  Vritra: 
resistless  in  combat,  he  has  overcome  the  deceivers 
resolved  to  consume  him:  he  slew  the  mutilated 
(demon  lurking)  in  the  woods,  and  made  manifest- 

which  immediately  occurs,  in  the  same  manner,  and  that  is 
more  properly  the  traces. 

1 Md  si'mam  dratdm : Sayana  explains  sunam  by  snm- 
riddhim,  increase,  referring,  most  probably,  merely  to  the  pre- 
sent moment— meaning,  may  the  rivers  not  so  rise  as  to  prevent  * 
his  passage ; otherwise  it  might  be  thought  to  convey  a wish  that 
the  rivers  might  never  suffer  any  diminution,  taking  sunam  in 
the  sense  of  rnnyam , emptiness.  Professor  Roth  has  translated 
this  Sulita , in  his  Litteratur  des  Veda,  p.  101 : there  are  of 
course  differences  of  interpretation  between  us,  especially  w’hen 
he  corrects  both  Sayana  and  Yaska , as  in  v.  5. 

2 lihuriddtra : ddtra,  from  do,  to  cut,  is  explained  a weapon. 

3 Piii'vaydva , agratn  gantd,  the  goer  before:  there  is  no 
other  explanation. 
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the  (stolen)  kine  (that  had  been  hidden)  in  the 
night. 

4.  Indra,  the  giver  of  Swarga , generating  the  days, 
has  subdued  victorious  with  the  eager  {Angirasas ) 
the  hostile  hosts,  and  illumining  for  man  the  banner 
of  the  days,1  he  obtained  light  for  the  great  conflict. 

5.  Indra  entered  the  confiding  hostile  (hosts) 
like  a man  distributing  many  (gifts)  to  (his)  leaders: 
he  has  animated  these  dawns  for  the  worshipper,  and 
heightened  their  bright  radiance  (by  his  own). 

G.  They  celebrate  many  great  and  glorious  ex- 
ploits of  this  mighty  Indra  : he  crushed  the  strong 
by  his  strength,  and,  of  overpowering  prowess,  he 
overcame  the  Dasyus  by  delusions. 

7.  Lord  of  the  virtuous,  fulfiller  of  the  wishes  of 
men,  he  gave  to  the  gods2  the  wealth  (that  had  been 
won)  in  fierce  battle,  and  therefore  far-seeing  sages 
glorify  those  his  exploits  with  praises  in  the  dwell- 
ing of  the  worshipper.3 

8.  Devout  worshippers  propitiate  Indra,  the  vic- 
torious, the  excellent,  the  bestower  of  strength,  the 
enjoyer  of  heaven  and  the  divine  waters,  and  who 
was  the  giver  of  the  earth  and  heaven  and  this 
(firmament  to  their  inhabitants). 

9.  He  gave  horses,  he  gave  also  the  sun,  and  Indra 
•gave  also  the  many-nourishing  cow : he  gave  golden 


1 Prarochayan  ketum  ahndm , lighting  up,  according  to 
the  comment,  surya , or  the  sun. 

2 Devebhyah : Say  ana  explains  it  stotrebhyah , to  the  praisers 
or  worshippers. 

3 Vivaswatah  sadane : vivaswatah  is  here  explained,  of  wljom 
dwelling,  vasatah , where  various  (yi)  religious  rites  are 
performed. 
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treasure,  and  having  destroyed  the  Dasyus , lie  pro- 
tected the  Arya  tribe.1 

10.  Indra  bestowed  plants  and  days,  lie  gave  trees 
and  the  firmament,  he  divided  the  cloud,  he  scattered 
opponents,  he  was  the  tamer  of  adversaries. 

11.  We  invoke  for  our  protection  the  opulent 
Indra,  distinguished  in  this  combat,  the  leader  in  the 
food-bestowing  (strife),  hearing  (our  praises),  terrible 
in  battles,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  the  concpieror  of 
wealth. 

S6kta  VI.  (XXXV.) 

The  deity,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Stay,  Indra,  having  yoked  the  horses  to  the 
car,  as  YAyu  stops  when  he  has  put  to  his  steeds, 
and  come  to  our  presence : solicited  by  us  to  drink  of 
the  ( Sotna ) beverage,  which  with  reverence  we  offer 
for  thy  exhilaration. 

2.  I harness  for  thee,  who  art  invoked  by  many, 
the  swift  gliding  horses  to  the  shafts  of  the  car,  that 
they  may  bear  Indra  to  this  sacrifice  that  is  pre- 
pared with  all  (that  is  required)’. 

3.  Showerer  (of  benefits),  giver  of  food,  guide 

hither  thy  vigorous  horses,  defending  (us)  against ' 
foes,  and  protect  (thy  worshippers):  here  unharness 
the  bay  steeds,  and  give  them  fodder,  and  do  thou 
eat  daily  suitable  food.2  # . 

4.  I harness  with  prayer  thy  horses,  who  are  to 
be  harnessed  ivith  prayer,  who  are  allies  and  swift- 

1 Ary  am  varna m:  Sayana  considers  this  as  implying  only  the 
best  tribe,  or  order,  uttamam  vainam , or  the  three  first  castes 
collectively. 

2 Sadrisir-addhi  dhandh , eat  suitable  grains,  that  is,  according 
to  the  scholiast,  fried  barley,  bhrishtayavan .♦ 
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paced  in  battle : arise,  and,  all-knowing  Indra,  mount- 
ing oh  thy  firm  and  easy  chariot,  come  to  the  libation. 

5.  Let  not  other  sacrifices  attract  thy  vigorous 
and  smooth  backed-steeds:  disregarding  others,  come 
perpetually  hither,  that  we  may  propitiate  thee  suffi- 
ciently with  effused  Soma  libations. 

0.  This  Soma  libation  is  for  thee:  come  down,  and,  Varga xvm 
well  disposed,  drink  of  it  unceasingly : seated  on  the 
sacred  grass  at  this  sacrifice,  take,  Indra,  this  (liba- 
tion) into  your  belly.1 

7.  The  sacred  grass  is  strewn  for  thee;  the  Soma 
juice,  Indra,  is  poured  forth ; the  grain  wherewith  to 
feed  thy  horses  is  prepared  ; the  oblations  are  offered 
to  thee  abiding  on  the  sacred  grass,  who  art  praised  of 
many,  and  (art)  the  showerer  (of  benefits),  attended 
by  the  Maruts. 

8.  The  leaders  (of  the  ceremony)  have  prepared 
for  thee,  Indra,  this  (libation),  sweetened  with  milk, 
the  stones,  the  water:  beautiful  Indra,  who  art 

, favourably  disposed,  and  who  art  wise,  knowing  well 
(the  worship)  that  is  according  to  thy  peculiar  paths,2 
come  and  drink  of  this  libation. 

9.  Associated,  Indra,  with  those  Maruts  with 
whom  thou  hast  shared  in  the  libation,  who  en- 
couraged thee  (in  battle),  and  are  thy  attendant 
troop,  drink,  desirous  (of  the  beverage),  the  Soma 
juice,  along  with  them,  with  the  tongue  of  Agni. 

10.  Adorable  Indra,  drink  of  the  effused  libation, 

1 Yajur-Veda , xxvi.  23. 

2 Prajdnan  pathya  anu  sirah , that  is,  according  to  the  scho- 
liast, rightly  apprehending  thp  praises  which  are  due  or 

.peculiar,  and  which  are  offered  with  the  rites  enjoined  by  the 
Vedas. 
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either  by  thine  own  effort,  or  through  the  tongue  of 
Agni;  drink  it,  Sakra,  offered  by  the  Jiand  of  the 
Adhwaryu , or  accept  the  presentation  of  the  oblation 
(from  the  hand)  of  the  Hotri. 

11.  We  invoke  for  our  protection  the  opulent 
Indra,  distinguished  in  this  eombat;  the  leader  in  the 
food-bestowing  (strife),  hearing  (our  praises),  terrible 
in  battles,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  the  conqueror  of 
wealth. 

* S^kta  VII.  (XXXVI.) 

Deity,  Rishi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Indra,  who  art  constantly  seeking  (association) 
with  your  allies  (the  Maruts)  accept  this,  our  offer- 
ing, (made)  for  the  grant  (from  thee  of  riches);  for 
thou  art  one  who  grows  with  augmenting  energies, 
through  reiterated  libations,  and  hast  been  renowned 
for  glorious  deeds. 

2.  To  Indra  have  libations  been  presented  in  the 
days  of  old,  whereby  he  hath  become  illustrious,  the 
regulator  of  time,  the  granter  of  desires:1  accept, 
Indra,  -these  prescribed  (offerings),  and  drink  of  this 
auspicious  (beverage),  expressed  by  the  stones.2 


} Ribhur  ycbhih,  vrishaparvd  vihayah , with  which  (libations) 
he  is  Ribhuy  or,  as  the  scholiast  explains  it,  diptah,  enlightened ; 
also  vrishaparvd , or  he  on  whom  the  rainy  season,  and  other 
divisions  of  time,  paj'vdni,  depend ; or,  in  fact,  time  itself,  kaldt- 
makah ; and  vihdyd , who  abandons  or  resigns  to  those  who  ask 
any  thing,  that  which  they  desire:  the  two  first,  Ribhu  and 
Vrishaparvaf  may  also  be  considered  as  proper  names  or 
appellations  of  Indra. 

. 2 Vrishadhutasya  vrishnahy  shew  the  usual  predilection  for, 
vrishf  showering,  raining  : the  literal  acceptation  of  these  terms 
would  be  of  rain-shaken  rainer,  but  the  second  is  explained, 
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3.  Drink,  Indra,  and  thrive:  thine  are  these 
(present)  libations,  as  were  the  primitive  libations: 
do  thou,  who  art  adorable,  drink  to  day  the  recent 
libations,  as  thou  drunkest  those  of  old. 

4.  The  great  Indra,  the  victorious  in  battle,  the 
defier  of  foes : his  fierce  strength  and  resolute  vigour 
are  exerted : verily  the  earth  does  not  contain  him, 
neither  (does  the  heaven),  when  the  Soma  libations 
exhilarate  the  lord  of  the  tawny  steeds. 

5.  The  mighty,  fierce,  auspicious  Indra,  the 
showerer  (of  benefits),  augments  (in  power)  as  he  is 
animated  for  heroic  (acts)  by  praise:  his  cattle  are 
generated  givers  of  food : many  are  his  donations.* 1 

6.  As  the  rivers  pursue  their  course,  the  waters 
push  to  the  ocean,  like  the  drivers  of  cars  (to  a goal), 
so  the  vast  Indra  (hastens)  from  his  dwelling  (in  the 
firmament),  when  the  humble  Soma  libation  propitiates 
him.2 

7.  As  the  rivers  are  solicitous  (to  mix)  with  the 
ocean,  so  (are  the  priests)  bearing  the  efficient  libation 


the  Soma,  that  bestows  suarga,  and  such  other  benefits,  and  the 
first  gravabhir-abhishutam,  juice  expressed  by  the  stones  used 
for  the  purpose ; the  same  idea  of  their  being  showerers,  or 
bestowers  of  blessings,  suggesting  this  appellation  of  them. 

1 Dahshina  asya  purvih : according  to  Sdyana  these  are 
both  epithets  of  gacah  ; bahvyas-ta  gavo  dakshinak  prajdyante, 
those  many  cows,  givers  (of  milk  and  the  like)  are  bom;  but 
c lakshind  more  usually  means  the  fee  or  present  to  Brahmans 
or  priests  at  sacrifices. 

2 According  to  the  scholiast,  the  comparison  is  to  this  effect, 
as  small  rivers  and  scanty  waters  contribute  to  the  vast  ocean, 
so  the  Soma  juice,  however  insignificant,  contributes  to  the 
gratification  of  the  great  Indra. 
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to  Indra  : holding  in  their  hands  they  milk  the  Soma 
plant,  and  purify  the  sweet  juices  (as  they  fall)  in 
drops  through  the  purifying  filters. 

8.  The  stomach  of  Indra  (is)  as  capacious  (a 
receptacle)  of  Soma , as  a lake,1  for  he  has  partaken  of 
it  at  many  sacrifices ; and  inasmuch  as  he  has  eaten 
the  first  (sacrificial)  viands,  he  has  been  the  slayer  of 
Vritra,  and  has  shared  the  Soma  (with  the  gods). 

9.  Quickly,  Indra,  bring  (wealth);  let  no  one 
impede  thee,  for  we  know  thee  to  be  the  lord  of 
wealth,  of  all  treasures : and  since,  Indra,  thy  great- 
ness is  munificence,  therefore,  lord  of  the  tawny  steeds, 
grant  us  (riches). 

10.  Opulent  Indra,  receiver  of  the  spiritless  Soma 
juice,  give  to  us  riches  in  universally  desired  quantity*; 
grant  us  to  live  a hundred  years ; bestow  upon  us, 
Indra  with  the  handsome  chin,  numerous  posterity. 

11.  We  invoke  for  our  protection  the  opulent 
Indra,  distinguished  in  this  combat;  the  leader  in  the 
food-bestowing  (strife),  hearing  (our  praises),  terrible 
in  battles,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  the  conqueror  of  wealth. 

S6kta  VIII.  (XXXVII.) 

Deity  and  Rishi  as  before,  the  metre  is  Odyatri , except  in 
the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Anush  tubh. 

1.  We  excite  thee,  Indra,  to  exert  the  strength 
that  destroys  Vritra,  and  overpowers  hostile  armies. 

2.  May  (thy)  praisers,  Indra,  who  art  worshipped 
in  a hundred  rites,2  direct  thy  mind  and  thine  eyes 
towards  us. 


1 Hr  add  iva  kukshayah  somadhan&h  ; bellies,  vdarani,  is  used 
in  the  plural,  to  intimate  capaciousness -for  holding  the  Scma. 

2 Satakratu  is  a name  of  Indra , or  it  may  be  usedas  an  epithet, 
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3.  We  recite,  Indra,  who  art  worshipped  in  a 
hundred  rites,  (thy  many)  names  in  all  our  hymns 
for  strength  to  resist  our  foes. 

4.  We  repeat  the  praise  of  the  many-lauded  Indra, 
the  supporter  of  man,  invested  with  a hundred  glories. 

5.  I invoke  thee,  Indra,  who  art  invoked  of  many 
for  the  slaying  of  Vritra,  and  the  granting  of  food 
(as  the  spoil)  of  battle. 

6.  Be  victorious,  Indra,  in  battles : we  solicit  thee, 
object  of  many  rites,  to  destroy  Vritra. 

7.  Overcome,  Indra,  those  who  are  adverse  to  us 
in  riches,  in  battle,  in  hostile  hosts,  in  strength. 

8.  Drink,  Indra,  object  of  many  rites,  for  our 
preservation,  the  most  invigorating,  fame-conferring, 
sleep-dispelling,1  Soma  juice. 

9.  Indra,  object  of  many  rites,  I regard  the  organs 
of  sense  that  exist  in  the  five  races  (of  beings  de- 
pendent) on  thee,  as  thine. 

10.  May  the  abundant  (sacrificial)  food  (we  offer) 
reach  thee,  Indra:  grant  us  wealth  that  may  not 
easily  be  surpassed : we  augment  thy  vigour  (by  our 
offerings).  * 

1 1.  Come  to  us  Sakra,  whether  from  afar  or  nigh; 
wdiatever,  Indra,  wielder  of  the  tlnfnder-bolt,  be  thy 
region,  come  from  thence  hither. 

S6kta  IX.  (XXXVIII.) 

The  deity  is  Indra,  associated  in  the  last  six  verses  with 
Vaiiuna:  the  Ris/ii  is  Prajapati  son  of  Viswa'mitra,  or 


he  to  whom  a hundred  (».e.  many)  sacrifices  are-  offered,  or  by 
wdiora  many  great  acts  are  performed. 

1 According  to  Sdyana,  drinking  the  Soma  is  preventive  of 
sleep,  pitah  somah  xjvapnani vara k a . 
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the  son  of  Vach  of  the  race  of  Viswamitra,  either  or  both  : 

or  it  may  be  Viswamitra  alone  : the  metre  is  Trishtubh. 

1.  Repeat  (to  Indra)  pious  praise,  as  a carpenter 
(planes  the  wood),  and  engaging  (zealously  in  sacred 
rites),  as  a quick  horse  hearing  well  his  burthen  :l 
endowed  with  intelligence,  and  reflecting  upon  the 
future  acts  acceptable  (to  Indra),  I desire  to  behold 
the  sages  (who  have  gone  to  heaven).2  . 

2.  Ask  of  the  lords  (of  earth,  the  holy  teachers),  the 
birth  of  those  deified  sages,  who  with  well-governed 
minds,  and -diligent  in  sacred  rites,  fabricated  the 
heavens:  and  may  these  propitiatory  (praises),  aug- 
menting (thy  power)  and  rapid  as  the  wind,  reach 
thee  at  this  solemn  rite. 

3.  Comprehending  hidden  (mysteries)  here  on 
earth,  they  have,  through  their  power,  made  manifest 
(the  things  of)  heaven  and  earth ; they  have  set  limits 
to  them  by  their  elements  ;3  they  connected  them  both 

1 The  institutor  of  the  rite  is  supposed  here  to  address  the 
officiating  priests,  urging  them  to  be  diligent  labourers,  like 
the  carpenter  or  the  pack-horse. 

2 Abhipriydni  marmrisat  pardni  kavin^ichchhdjni  mndrite  : 
the  meaning  is  not  very  obvious,  and  the  coherence  still 
less  so,  although  we  have  the  additional  aid  of  the  explanation 
of  the  passage  in  the  Aitareya  Brdhmana , vi.  20:  priydni  is 
said  by  Sdyana  to  be  Indrasya  priyatamani,  and  pardni  to 
imply  uttamdni , best  and  most  dear  to  Indra,  karmdni , acts  ; 
or  pardni  may  mean  the  acts  to  be  done  on  subsequent  days, 
u ttaresh ica hassu  hriyamdndni : ltavi , which  is  usually  ex- 
plained hrdnta  darn,  a seer  of  the  past,  is  said  to  mean  here 
a holy  person  who,  for  his  assiduous  devotion,  has  attained 
deification,  yahpurvam  anush t ithayajnad  devabhuyam  arjamat ; 
so  the  J3rdhmanaf  ye  vai  tena  Rishayah  puree  pretds-te  vai 
kavayah. 

3 Sam  mdtrdbhir  mamire , is  explained,  mdtrdbhih  rodas- 
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mutually  united,  wide  spread  and  vast,  and  fixed  the 
intermediate  (firmament)  to  sustain  them. 

4.  They  all  ornamented  (Indra)  standing  (in  his 
car) ; and,  clothed  in  beauty,  he  proceeds  self-radiant : 
wonderful  are  the  acts  of  that  showerer  (of  benefits), 
the  influencer  (of  consciences),* 1  who  omniform,  presides 
over  the  ambrosial  (waters). 

5.  The  showerer  (of  benefits),  the  preceder  and 

elder  (of  the  gods),  generated  (the  waters):  they  are  Varga xxiv. 
the  abundant  allayers  of  his  thirst : sovereign  Indra 
and  Varuna,  grandsons  of  heaven,  you  possess  the 
wealth  (that  is  to  be  acquired)  by  the  rites  of  the 
splendid  sacrifice. 

6.  Royal  Indra  and  Varuna,  embellish  the  three 
universal  sacrifices  (and  make  them)  full  (of  all  re- 
quisites) for  this  celebration:  thou  hast  gone  to  the 
rite,  for  I have  beheld  in  my  mind,  at  this  solemnity, 
the  Gandharbas  with  hair  (waving)  in  the  wind.2 

7.  Those  who,  for  (the  sake  of)  the  showerer  (of 
benefits),  milk  the  agreeable  (produce)  of  the  milch 
cow,  (who  is  kmnyn)  by  (many)  names,  they  invested 


yau  iyattaya  parichchhinne  chakruh , with  the  elements  they 
made  determinate  divisions  of  heaveh  and  earth  by  so  much,  that 
is,  to  a definite  limit  or  extent. 

1 The  text  has  only  asurasya:  the  comment  explains  it  by 
prerakasya  antary amit ay d,  impeller,  from  being  in  the  inner 
spirit. 

2 Gandharbhdn  vayukesdn;  the  Gandharbas , according  to 
the  scholiast,  are  the  guardians  of  the  Somat  Somarakshakan : 
he  quotes  the  Taittiriyakas  for  the  specification  of  similar 
beings,  although  the  particular  name  is  not  given:  Su'dtia- 
bkrdjdn,  bambhdre,  hasta,  suhasta , krisdnahy  ete  vuh  somakra - 
yandst  tdn  rahshadhwam  via  no  dabhan. 
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with  the  diversified  strength  (of  the  Asuras)  and 
practising  delusive  art,  have  deposited  their  own 
nature  in  him.1 

8.  No  one  (distinguishes)  my  golden  lustre  from 
that  of  this  Savitri,2  in  .which  (lustre)  he  has  taken 
refuge:  gratified  by  pious  praise,  he  cherishes  the 
all-fostering  heaven  and  earth  as  a woman  cherishes 

, her  offspring. 

9.  You  two  secure  the  great  felicity  of  the  ancient 
(worshipper),  that  which  is  happiness  in  heaven : do 
you  (therefore)  be  ever  about  us:  all  those  who 
exercise  illusion,3  contemplate  the  manifold  exploits 
of  the  everlasting  and  blandly-speaking  Indra. 

10.  We  invoke  for  our  protection  the  opulent 
Indra,  distinguished  in  this  combat,  the  leader  in  the 
food-bestowing  (strife),  hearing  (our  praises),  terrible 
in  battles,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  the  conqueror  of 
wealth. 


1 This  stanza  is  singularly  obscure,  and  is  very  imperfectly 
explained  by  the  commentators. 

* Asya  savitur  nakir  me  : Savitri , according  to  the  scholiast, 
here  means  Indra,  sarvasya  jugate  antarydmitayd  prerayitur 
Indrasya,  of  Indra  the  impeller,  through  his  being  the  internal 
pervader  of  the  whole  world.:  this  verse  is  little  less  unintelli- 
gible than  the  preceding. 

3 Visire  mdyinah,  the  scholiast  explains,  sarve  devdh , all  the 
gods:  mdyd  sometimes  signifies  wisdom,  intelligence,  so  that 
it  might  be  rendered  also  the  wise:  in  the  ordinary  sense  of 
mdyd  it  may  mean  all  the  deceivers,  or  Asuras : the  whole  of 
this  Sukta  is  very  obscure. 
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ANUVAKA  IV. 

Sukta  I.  (XXXIX.) 

The  deity,  Right , and  metre  the  same. 

1.  The  praise  that  is  prompted  by  the  heart,  and  Varga  xxv. 
is  uttered  by  the  reciters  of  sacred  hyipns,  proceeds 

to  the  presence  of  the  lord,  and  is  his  awakener  when 
repeated  at  the  sacrifice : be  cognizant  Indra,  of  this 
praise,  which  is  born  for  thee. 

2.  That  praise  which  is  begotten  before  (the  dawn) 
of  day  is  the  awakener  of  Indra,  when  repeated  at 
the  (morning)  sacrifice:  auspicious  and  clothed  in 
white  raiment1  is  this  our  ancient  and  paternal 
hymn.2 3 

3.  The  parent  of  twins  (the  dawn),  has  brought 
forth  the  twin  ( Aswlns ) on  this  occasion,  (in  the 
praise  of  whom)  the  tip  of  my  tongue  remains  tremu-  . 
lous:  they  two,  the  dispersers  of  darkness,  combine, 
assuming  bodies  as  a pair  (of  twins)  at  the  origin  of 
the  day.a 

4.  There  are  no  xevilers  amongst  men  of  those  who 
were  our  progenitors  and  combatants  for  (the  recovery 
of)  the  cattle;  for  the  mighty  Indra,  the  achiever  of 
great  deeds,  liberated  for  them  the  numerous  herds. 

5.  A friend,  accompanied  by  the  faithful  friends 
who  had  celebrated  the  nine  months’4  rite,  and  track  - 


1 Bliadrd  vastrani  arjiind  vasana-vach : speech  auspicious, 
wearing  white  garments,  that  is,  tejansi,  according  to  the 
scholiast,  splendours,  energies. 

2 Pitrijd  dhihy  pitrihramdyatd  stuti , praise  come  in  the 
succession  of  progenitors. 

3 The  Aswins  are  especially  worshipped  at  the  morning 
ceremony. 

4 The  Anyiratas. 
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ing  the  cows  upon  their  knees,'  and  in  like  manner 
accompanied  by  those  ten  who  had  accomplished  the 
ten  months’  rite,1  Indra  made  manifest  the  true  (light 
of  the  sun)  (theretofore)  dwelling  in  (the)  darkness 
(of  the  cave). 

6.  Indra  discovered  the  sweet  milk  secreted  in  the 
milch-cow,  and  thereupon,  brought  forth  (from  their 
concealment)  the  herd  (of  cattle)  having  feet  and 
having  hoofs  : munificent  (in  gifts),,  he  held  in  his 
right  hand  that  which  had  been  hidden  in  the  cavern, 
which  was  concealed  in  the  waters.2 

7.  The  discriminating  (Indra)  has  separated  the 
light  from  the  darkness : may  we,  removed  afar  from 
evil,  be  ever  in  security : Indra,  drinker  of  the  Soma 
juice,  who  art  nourished  by  the  beverage,  be  pleased  ' 
with  these  praises  of  thy  worshipper  who  is  the  dis- 
comfiter  of  his  foes. 

• 

8.  May  light  be  spread  throughout  heaven  and  ' 
earth  for  (the  promotion  of  the)  sacrifice:  may  we 
be  far  removed  from  exceeding  ill  : Vasus , who.  are 
to  be  rendered  present  (by  pious  praise),  bestow 
increasing  affluence  upon  the  man  who  is  liberal  of 
gifts. 

9.  We  invoke  for  our  protection  the  opulent 
Indra,  distinguished  in  this  combat,  the  leader  in  the 
food-bestowing  (strife),  hearing  (our  praises),  terrible 
in  battles,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  the  conqueror  of 
wealth. 


1 Navagvdh  and  Daxagvdh : see  voL  i.  p.  167,  and  note. 

2 That  is,  he  delivered  the  rains  from  their  imprisonment  in 
the  clouds  of  the  firmament. 
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ANUVAKA  IV.  Continued. 

S6kta  II.  (XL.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before,  the  metro  is  Gayatri.1 

1.  We  invoke  thee,  Indra,1  showerer  (of  benefits), 
to  tlie  effused  libation : do  thou  drink  of  the  exhilara- 
ting beverage. 

2.  Indra,  the  praised  of  many,  accept  the  effused 
Soma  juice,  theconferrer  of  knowledge : drink ; imbibe  " 
the  satisfactory  draught. 

3.  Indra,  lord  of  men,  who  art  praised  (by  the 
devout)  and  aided  by  the  gods,  perfect  this  our 
sacrifice  in  which  the  oblation  is  offered  (to  thee). 

4.  Indra,  lord  of  the  virtuous,  these  effused  Soma 
juices,  exhilarating  and  brilliant,  proceed  to  thy 
abode.3 

5.  Receive,  Indra,  into  thy  stomach  this  excellent 


1 The  commentary  here  gives  various  etymologies  of  the 
name  Indra,  taken  from  Yaska  and  the  Taittinya  draiiyahay 
viz.  he  who  sports  ( ramate ) in  the  Soma  juice  ( indu );  or  he 
who  shoM's  this  ( idam ) universe;  or  he  who  divides  (drindti), 
or  gives  ( daddti ),  or  takes  ( dadhdti)y  or  causes  to  worship 
(i iarayati ),  or  possesses  ( dhdrayati ) spirituous  liquor  ( irdm ), 
or  who  runs  or  passes  ( dravati ) the  So?tia  juice  ( indau );  or 
kindles  or  animates  ( inddhe ) living  beings ; or  he  who  beholds 
the  pure  spirit,  or  jDraltma,  which  is  this  (idam')  universe : the 
grammarians  derive  it  from  idi  to  rule  with  the  affix  ran. 

2 Vrishaswa , sprinkle,  shower,  that  is,  into  the  stomach,  so 
that  it  may  not,  according  to  the  scholiast,  descend  below  the 
stomach.  * 

3 Kshayam  tava:  hshaya , an  abode,  here  means  Indra' sy 

bell  y,jathara. 
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effused  libation,  these  bright  (drops)  abide  with  thee 
in  heaven. 

6.  In  dr  a,  who  art  glorified  with  praise,  drink  this 
our  libation,  for  thou  art  sprinkled  with  the  drops 

• of  the  exhilarating  (draught) ; the  (sacrificial)  food 
is  verily  purified  by  thee. 

7.  The  brilliant  and  imperishable  ( Soma  juice), 
offered  by  the  worshipper,  encompasses  Indra  : having 
drank  of  the  libation,  he  increases  (in  vigour). 

8.  Slayer  of  V ritra,  whether  from  nigh  or  from 
afar,  come  to  us,  accept  these  our  praises. 

9.  Whether  thou  art  called  from  nigh  or  from  afar, 
or  from  mid  space,  come  hither,  Indra,  from  thence. 

Sukta  III.  (XLI). 

The  deity,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Indra  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  come  to  me 
with  thy  horses,  when  invoked  to  drink  the  Soma  at 
our  (sacrifice). 

2.  The  invoking  priest  is  seated  at  the  proper 
season;  the  sacred  grass  woven  together  has  been 
spread;  the  stones  are  placed  in  contact  for  the 
morning  (libation). 

3.  Bearer  of  prayers,1  these  prayers  are  offered  (by 
us) : sit  down  on  the  sacred  grass : partake,  hero,  of 
the  oblation. 

4.  Slayer  of  Vritra,  Indra,  who  art  gratified  by 
praise,  be  pleased  with  these  our  praises  and  prayers 
at  our  (daily)  sacrifices. 


1 Iirahmavdhdhf  stolrani  vultati,  who  bears  or  receives 
praises  ; or  it  may  mean  brahmana  stotrena  prdpyate,  who  is 
attained  by  praise  or  prayer. 
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5.  Our  praises  caress  the  mighty  Indra,  tlie  drinker 
of  the  Soma  juice,  as  cows  lick  their  calves. 

6.  Be  exhilarated  bodily  (by  drinking)  of  the 

libation  which  we  offer  for  the  sake  of  ample  wealth : 

* 

expose  not  thine  adorer  to  reproach. 

7.  Devoted,1  Indra,  to  thee,  and  offering  oblations, 
we  glorify  thee,  giver  of  dwellings : do  thou  be  favour- 
ably disposed  to  us. 

8.  Lover  of  horses,  Indra,  loosen  not  your  steeds 
. whilst  far  from  us,  but  come  (with  them)  to  our  pre- 
sence: enjoyer  of  the  offering,  be  exhilarated  at  this 
sacrifice. 

9.  May  thy  long-maned  and  sleek-coated  steeds 
bring  thee  down  in  thy  easy  chariot  to  sit  upon  the 
sacred  grass. 

S6kta  IV.  (XLII.) 

The  deity,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Come,  Indra,  to  this  our  effused  Soma  juice 
mixed  with  milk  and  curds,  with  thy  horses  (yoked 
to  thy  car),  which  is  favourably  disposed  to  us. 

2.  Come,  Indra,  to  the  exhilarating  (Soma)  ex- 
pressed by  the  stones,  and  poured  upon  the  sacred 
grass  : drink  of  it  to  satiety,  for  there  is  plenty. 

3.  May  my  praises,  addressed  from  hence  and  in 
this  manner,  attain  Indra,  to  bring  him  hither  to 
drink  the  Soma  juice. 

4.  We  invoke  Indra  to  this  rite  with  prayers  to 


1 Ticdyavah,  from  twamtihou  with  hyach  aff.,  converting  it 
to  Ticdyu ; so,  presently,  aMuiyuh,  devoted  or  inclined  to  us : 
these  are  not  infrequent  vhidik  forms,  but  do  not  occur 
else  where. 
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drink  the  Soma  juice : may  he,  repeatedly  invoked, 
come  hither. 

5.  Indra,  these  Soma  juices  are  poured  out : take 
them,  Satakratu,  into  thy  stomach:  thou  who  art 
rich  in  (abundant)  food. 

6.  Far-seeing  Indra,  we  know  thee  to  be  victorious 
and  winner  of  wealth  in  battles ; therefore  we  ask  of 
thee  riches. 

7.  Having  come  (to  our  rite)  drink,  Indra,  this 
our  (libation),  effused  by  the  stones,  and  mixed  with 
milk  and  curds,  and  with  barley. 

8.  I offer  to  thee,  Indra,  this  Soma  juice  for  thy 
drinking,  to  be  taken  into  its  proper  receptacle : may 
it  delight  thy  heart. 

9.  Descendants  of  Kusa,  desirous  of  protection,  we 
invoke  thee,  Indra,  who  art  of  old,  to  drink  of  the 
libation. 

S6kta  V.  (XLIII.) 

The  deity  and  JRishi  are  the  same,  the  metre  is  Trishtubk. 

1.  Descend  to  us  riding  in  thy  car,  for  verily  thine 
is  this  ancient  libation:  unharness  thy  beloved  and 
friendly  (horses)  near  to  the  sacred  grass,  for  these 
offerers  of  the  oblation  present  it  to  thee. 

2.  Passing  by  multitudes,  come  hither,  noble  Indra, 
with  thy  steeds,  (to  receive)  our  benedictions;  for 
these  praises,  Indra,  composed  by  the  devout,  invoke 
thee,  propitiating  thy  friendship. 

3.  Divine  Indra,  come  quickly  with  thy  steeds, 
and  well  pleased,  to  our  food-augmenting  sacrifice  : 
offering  (sacred)  food  with  butter,  I invoke  thee 
verily  with  praises  in  the  chamber  of  the  sweet 
libations. 
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4.  May  these  two  vigorous  friendly  burthen- 
bearing and  well-limbed  steeds  convey  thee  hither, 
where,  Indra,  approving  of  the  ceremony  (in  which 
the  offering)  is  parched  grain,  may  hear  as  a friend 
the  praises  of  his  friend  (the  worshipper.) 

5.  Possessor  of  wealth,  accept  of  the  spirit-less  Sonia 
juice;  make,  me  the  protector,  or  rather  a monarch  of 
men;1  make  me  verily  a holy  sage,  a drinker  of  the 
libation;  make  me  verily  the  possessor  of  imperishable 
wealth; 

6.  May  thy  mighty  horses,  Indra,  harnessed  (in 
thy  car),  and  alike  exhilarated  (by  the  beverage), 
bring  thee  to  our  presence,  for  they  are  the  destroyers 
(of  the  foes)  of  the  showerer  (of  benefits),  and  kindly 
rubbed  by  his  hand  they  traverse,  going  quickly,  the 
region^  of  the  sky,  making  them  as  it  were  twofold.2 

7.  Drink,  Indra,  of  the  bountiful  (libation)  ex- 
pressed by  the  beneficent  (stones) ; that  which  the 
falcon3  has  borne  to  thee  desiring  it,  in  whose 
exhilaration  thou  castest  down  (opposing)  men,  in 
whose  exhilaration  thou  hast  set  open  the  clouds. 

8.  We  invoke  for  our  protection  the  opulent 
Indra,  distinguished  in  this  combat,  the  leader  in  the 


1 Kuvid  mam  (joy dm  hara.se  janasy a kuvid  rdjdnam  : kuvid 
is  here  explained  by  api,  surely,  verily. 

Pra  ye  dwita  diva  rinjanti ; sailed  diso  dicitd , dividham, 
yathd  bhavati  tat  ha  praharshcna  sddhnyanti , they  especially 
make  all  the  quarters  of  the  horizon  double,  so  that  it  (the  sky) 
becomes  two-feld  : such  is  Sdyana's  explanation : what  it  means 
exactly  it  is  difficult  to  comprehend. 

3 This  alludes  to  a legend  briefly  told  in  the  Aitareya  Brah- 
mana , Panehika  in.  Adhydya  13,  and  which  is  amplified  by  the 
scholiast  on  that  work:  the  Soma  plant  grew'  formerly,  it  is 
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. food-bestowing  (strife),  hearing  (our  praises),  terrible 
in  battles,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  the  conqueror  of 
wealth. 

St/KTA  VI.  (XLIV.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before,  the  metre  is  Drihati . 

1.  May  this  desirable  and  gratifying  Soma  ex- 
pressed by  the  stones,  be,  Indra,  for. thee:  ascend 
the  verdant  chariot,  and  with  thy  tawny  (steeds) 
come  to  us.* 1 

2.  Desiring  (the  Soma),  thou  honourest  the  dawn; 
desiring  the  Soma , thou  hast  lighted  up  the  sun; 
knowing  and  discriminating  (all  our  wishes),  lord  of 
the  tawny  steeds,  thou  augmentest  upon  us  all  (sorts 
of)  prosperity. 

3.  Indra  has  upheld  the  yellow-rayed  heaven;  the 
verdant  tinted  earth ; there  is  abundant  pasture  (for 

said,  only  in  heaven : the  Rishis  and  the  gods  considered  how 
it  might  be  brought  down  to  earth,  and  desired  the  Chhan- 
dasas , the  metres  of  the  Vedas,  to  bring  it : changing  themselves 
to  birds  (Suparnas),  they  undertook  the  office:  the  only  one  who 
succeeded,  however,  was  the  Gdyatrt , in  the  shape  of  a hawk 
(#yeni),  and  she  was  wounded  by  an  arrow  shot  by  one  of  the 
Somapalas,  or  Gandharbas , the  guardians  of  the  Soma , thence 
termed  Somabhrdjas , which  cut  off  a nail  of  her  left  foot : the 
ichor  from  the  wound  became  the  vasd  or  adeps  of  the  bumt- 
’offering  : other  metamorphoses  are  detailed. 

1 The  main  purport  of  this  hymn  seems  to  be  to  ring  the 
changes  on  the  derivatives  of  the  root  Art , to  take,  as  in  a 
former  one  it  was  upon  those  of  the  root  vrish,  to  shower  : thus 
we  have  haryatah , taking,  captivating,  desirable ; harit,  the  stone 
that  bruises  the  Soma  plant;  also,  Indra' a horses  in  the  dual  or  ' 
plural,  hart,  harayah  : again , harit,  green,haryasivah,  he  who  has 
the  horses  called  hari : haridhdyasam , yellow  rayed,  harivar- 
pasam , green-coloured,  and  so  on,  in  every  one  of  the  five 
verses. 
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his  steeds)  in  the  two  azure  spheres  of  heaven  and 
earth,  between  which  Hari  travels. 

4.  The  azure-coloured  showerer  (of  benefits),  il- 
lumes as  soon  as  born,  the  whole  luminous  region  : 
the  lord  of  the  tawny  steeds  holds  in  his  hands  the 
yellow  weapon,  the  destroying  thunderbolt. 

5.  Indra  has  uncovered  the  desirable  white- 
coloured,  fast-flowing  Soma , effused  by  the  expressing 
stones,  and  overlaid  with  the  shining  (milk  and  other 
liquids),  in  like  manner  as  when,  borne  by  his  tawny 
steeds,  he  rescued  the  cattle.1 

StfsTA  VII.  (XLV.) 

/ The  deity,  Rishi,  and  metre  are  the  same. 

1.  Come,  Indra,  with  thy  exulting  peacock-haired2 
steeds;  let  no  persons  detain  thee,  as  (fowlers)  throw- 
ing snares  catch  a bird : pass  them  by  (quickly)  as 
(travellers  cross)  a desert.3 

2.  The  devourer  of  Vritra,  the  fracturer  of  the 
cloud,  the  sender  of  the  waters,  the  demolisher  of  cities, 
Indra,  the  destroyer  of  powerful  enemies,  has  mounted 
his  chariot  to  urge  his  horses  to  our  presence. 

3.  Thou  cherishest  the  celebrator  of  the  pious  rite 
as  (thou  fillest)  the  deep  seas  (with  water) ; or  as  a 
careful  herdsman  (cherishes)  the  cows:  (thou  im- 


1 Say  ana  cites  another  text  in  support  of  Indra' a discovering 
or  uncovering  the  hidden  Soma,  in  which,  however,  the  act  is 
ascribed  to  Pushan , see  vol.  i.  p.  57,  v.  14. 

2 Mayura-romabhih,  with  hair  like  the  feathers  of  the  peacock. 

3 The  verse  occurs  twice  in  the  Sama-Vcda,  I.  246;  v.  1068 ; 
once  in  the  Yajush , xx.  53 : Mahtdhara  agrees  with  Sdyana  in 
the  interpretation. 
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bibest  the  Soma)  as  cows  (obtain)  fodder,  (and  the 
juices  flow  into  thee)  as  rivulets  flow  into  a lake.1 

4.  Grant  us  riches,  securing  (us  against  foes),  as 
a father  bestows),  his  portion  on  (a  son)  arrived  at 
maturity : send  down  upon  us,  Indra,  wealth  adequate 
(to  our  desires),  as  a crook  brings  down  the  ripe  fruit 
from  a tree. 

5.  Thou  art  possessed  of  opulence,  Indra;  thou  art 
the  lord  of  heaven,  auspicious  and  renowned : mayest 
thou  who  art  adored  of  many,  increasing  in  vigour, 
be  to  us  a most  (bountiful  bestower)  of  food. 

Sukta  VIII.  (XLVI.) 

The  deity  and  Ri&hi  are  the  same  j the  metre  is  Trishtubh . 

1.  Vast  are  the  energies  of  thee,  Indra,  the  warrior, 
(the  showerer  of  benefits),  the  lord  of  wealth,  the 
fierce;  who  art  (both)  young  and  old;  the  overcomer 
of  foes,  the  undecaying,  the  wielder  of  the  thunder- 
bolt, and  who  art  mighty  and  renowned. 

2.  Adorable  and  powerful  Indra,  thou  art  great 
and  magnificent,  overcoming  adversaries  by  thy 
prowess : thou  alone  art  lord  of  all  the  world : do  thou 
war  (upon  our  enemies),  and  give  safe  dwellings  to 
men. 

3.  The  resplendent  and  every  way  unlimited  Indra, 
drinking  the  spirit-less  Soma  juice,  far  surpasses  the 
elements,  (far  exceeds)  the  gods  in  power : he  is  more 


1 The  verse  is  unintelligible  without  some  such  filling  up  of 
the  several  ellipses  as  the  scholiast  suggests : we  may  say,  how- 
ever, of  it,  as  of  many  other  passages,  with  Professor  Benfey, 
doch  bleibt  die  wendung  dunkel : Sama-Veda , n.  1070:  the 
same  has  also  the  preceding  verse,  n.  1069. 
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vast  than  heaven  and  earth,  or  the  wide-spread 
spacious  firmament. 

4.  The  Soma  juices  daily  poured  out  enter  into  the 
vast  and  profound  Indr  a,  fierce  from  his  birth,  all 
pervading,  the  protector  of  the  pious  (worshippers), 
as  rivers  flow  into  the  sea. 

5.  Which  Soma , Indra,  the  heaven  and  earth 
contain  for  thee,  as  a mother  contains  the  embryo : 
showerer  (of  benefits),  the  priests  pour  it  out  for  thee, 
they  purify  it  for  thy  drinking. 

S6kta  IX.  (XLYII.) 

The  deity,  Rishi,  and  metre  are  the  same. 

1.  Indra,  attended  by  the  Maruts , the  showerer 
(of  benefits),  drink  the  Soma  offered  after  the  other 
presentations,  for  thine  exhilaration  for  battle:  take 
into  thy  belly  the  (full)  wave  of  the  inebriating 
(Soma),  for  thou  art  lord  of  libations  from  the  days 
of  old.1 

2.  Indra,  hero,  rejoicing  with  and  accompanied  by 
the  host  of  Maruts , drink  the  Soma,  for  thou  art  the 
slayer  of  Vritra,  the  sage;  subdue  our  enemies, 
drive  away  the  malevolent,2  make  us  safe  on  every 
side  from  peril. 

1 Yajur-Veda,  vii.  38  : there  is  a slight  variety  of  reading, 
pratipat  for  pradivat , which  Mahidhara  renders  the  first  and 
other  lunar  days  or  tithis , until  the  full  moon,  during  which 
offerings  of  Soma  are  daily  presented:  Yasha  agrees  with  the 
Rich.  Nir.  iv.  8. 

2 Apanudastca  mridhah  may  also  mean,  drive  away  all  those 
who  are  engaged  in  battle,  i.e.  enemies ; or  keep  off  from  us 
battles;  mridh,  meaning  war,  battle,  sangrdma ; the  Yajush 
has  this  verse  also,  vii.  37,  and  Mahidhara  explains  it  to  the 
same  purport. 
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3.  Drinker  of  the  Soma  in  season,  drink  with  thy 
divine  friends  the  Maruts  the  Soma  that  is  presented 
hy  us;  those  Maruts  whose  aid  you  have  enjoyed  (in 
battle),  and  who,  following  thee,  have  given  thee  the 
strength  whereby  thou  hast  slain  Vritra. 

4.  They  who  encouraged  thee,  Magiiavan,  to  slay 
A hi,  who  (aided  thee)  in  the  conflict  with  Sambara, 
and  in  the  recovery  of  the  cattle,  and  who,  possessed 
of  wisdom,  contribute  verily  to  thy  exhilaration,  with 
them,  the  troop  of  the  Maruts , do  thou  Indra,  drink 
the  Soma. 

5.  We  invoke  to  this  sacrifice  for  present  protection 
Indra,  the  chief  of  the  Mamts , the  showerer  (of 
benefits) ; augmenting  (in  glory),  overcoming  many 
foes,  divine  regulator  (of  good  and  ill),  the  subduer 
of  all  (enemies),  the  fierce,  the  bestower  of  strength. 

S6kta  X.  (XLVIII.) 

Deity,  Rishi . and  metre  as  before. 

1.  May  the  showerer  (of  rain),  who,  as  soon  as 
born,  is  the  object  of  affection,  protect  the  offerer  of 
the  effused  libation : drink  at  will,  Indra,  before  (the 
other  gods),  of  the  pure  Soma  juice  mixed  with  milk. 

2.  On  the  day  on  which  thou  wast  born,  thou 
didst  drink  at  will  the  mountain-abiding  nectar  of 
this  Soma  plant,  for  thy  youthful  parent  mother 
(Aditi),  in  the  dwelling  of  thy  great  sire  (Kasyapa), 
gave  it  to  thee  before  she  gave  the  breast. 

3.  Approaching  his  mother  he  asked  for  food,  and 
beheld  the  acrid  Soma  upon  her  bosom:  eager  he 
proceeds,  dislodging  the  adversaries  (of  the  gods) ; 
and,  putting  forth  manifold  (energy),  he  performed 
great  (deeds). 
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4.  Fierce,  rapid  in  assault,  of  overpowering  strength, 
he  made  his  form  obedient  to  his  will:1  having  over- 
come Twashtri  by  his  innate  (vigour),  and  carried  olf 
the  Soma  juice,  he  drank  it  (deposited)  in  the  ladles. 

5.  We  invoke  for  our  protection  the  opulent 
Indra,  distinguished  in  this  combat,  the  leader  in  the 
food-bestowing  (strife),  hearing  (our  praises),  terrible 
in  battles,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  the  conqueror  of 
wealth. 

S6kta  XI.  (XLIX.) 

Deity,  Rishi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  I glorify  the  mighty  Indra,  in  whom  all  men, 
drinking  the  Soma  juice,  obtain  their  wishes;  whom 
the  powerful  (heaven  and  earth)  and  the  gods  begot, 
the  doer  of  great  deeds,  the  slayer  of  the  Vritras , who 
was  fashioned  by  Yibhu  (the  creator).2 

2.  Whom,  when  borne  by  his  steeds,  foremost  and 
eminent  in  battles,  breaking  in  two  the  (hostile  host), 
no  one  ever  surpasses : supreme  in  sway,  attended  by 
his  faithful  Maruts , and  hastening  to  combat,  he  has 
destroyed  with  foe-withering  (energies)  the  existence 
of  the  Dasyu. 

3.  Vigorous,  rushing  through  (hostile  hosts),  like 
a war-horse,  he  has  pervaded  heaven  and  earth, 
sending  down  rain:  he  is  to  be  worshipped  with 
oblations  at  the  solemn  (rite)  like  Biiaga:  he  is  as 


1 So  according  to  another  text,  Sukta  in.  8,  rupam,  rupam , 
Maghavan  bobhaviti , Maghavan  is  repeatedly  of  various  forms  : 
he  can  take  what  form  the  will. 

2 Vibhrvataxhtam : the  scholiast  explains  it,  appointed  by 
Brahma  for  the  government  of  the  world,  jagadddhipatye 
Brahman d sthdpitam . 
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the  father  of  those  who  adore  (him):  he  is  beautiful, 
worthy  of  invocation,  the  bestower  of  food. 

4.  The  upholder  of  heaven  and  of  the  firmament, 
the  wind,  like  a chariot  traversing  the  upper  (region)1 
accompanied  by  the  Vasus;  the  clother  of  the  night 
(with  gloom),  the  parent  of' the  sun,  the  distributor 
of  the  portion  (allotted  to  the  pious),  like  the  words 
(of  the  wealthy  appropriating  to  all)  the  food. 

5.  We  invoke'  for  our  protection  the  opulent 
Indra,  distinguished  in  this  combat,  the  leader  in  the 
food-bestowing  (strife),  hearing  (our  praises), -terrible 
in  battles,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  the  conqueror  of 
wealth. 

S6kta  XII.  (L.) 

The  deity,  Ilishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  May  Indra  drink  the  libation;  he  of  whom  is 
the  Soma , having  come  to  the  sacrifice ; he  who  is  the 
jepeller  (of  adversaries),  the  showcrer  (of  benefits), 
the  lord  of  the  Maruts ; may  he,  the  wide-pervading, 
be  pleased  with  these  (sacrificial)  viands : may  the 
oblation  be  adequate  to  the  wants  of  his  body. 

2.  I yoke  (to  thy  car),  to  bring  thee  quickly,  thy 
two  docile  horses,  whose  speed  thou  hast  of  old  em- 
ployed: may  thy  horses,  handsome  Indra,  bring  thee 
hither,  and  drink  promptly  of  this  well-effused  agree- 
able libation. 


1 The  construction  here  makes  the  sense  very  doubtful : prish- 
tah  urddhivo  ratho  na  vayur  vasvb/rir  niyultcdn : it  would 
seem  as  if  Indra  was  also  designated  here  as  vayu  ; the  Vasus 
are  said  to  be  the  Maruts:  besides  the  explanation  followed  in 
the  text,  Sayana  has  another,  as,  Vayu,  having  the  Niyuts  for  his 
steeds,  moves  like  a chariot  on  high,  so  does  Indra,  accom- 
panied by  the  Maruts. 
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3.  His  adorers  support  with  cattle,  Indra,  who  is 
willing  to  bestow  upon  them  their  desires,  and  ready 
to  come  to  the  sacrifice,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining 
eminent  prosperity  and  prolonged  life:  acceptor  of 
the  spirit-less  Soma , who  art  the  drinker  of  the  Soma 
juice,  and  art  exhilarated  (by  the  draught),  grant  to 
us  freely  cattle  in  abundance. 

4.  Gratify  this  our  desire  (of  wealth)  with  cows, 
with  horses,  with  shining  treasure,  and  make  us  re- 
nowned : the  wise  Kusikas , desirous  of  heaven,  offer 
praise  to  thee,  Indra,  with  pious  (prayers). 

5.  We  invoke  for  our  protection  the  opulent 
Indra,  distinguished  in  this  combat,  the  leader  in  the 
food-bestowing  (strife),  hearing  (our  praises),  terrible 
in  battles,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  the  conqueror  of 
wealth. 

StfKTA  XIII.  (LI.) 

The  deitv  and  JR  is  hi  are  the  same ; the  metre  of  the  three  first 

verses  is  Jagati,  of  the  three  last  Gdyatriy  of  the  rest 

Trish  tubh, 

1.  Let  abundant  praises  celebrate  Indra,  the  stay 
of  man,  the  possessor  of  opulence,  the  adorable,  pro- 
spering with  increase,  the  invoked  of  many,  the 
immortal,  who  is  daily  to  be  propitiated  with  sacred 
hymns.1 

2.  My  praises  constantly  propitiate  Indra,  the 
object  of  many  rites,  the  sender  of  rain,  attended  by 
the  MarutSy  the  leader  (of  all),  the  giver  of  food,  the 
destroyer  of  cities,  the  swift  (in  combat),  the  prompt 
(dispenser)  of  waters,  the  distributor  of  riches,  the 
subduer  of  foes,  the  conferrer  of  heaven. 


1 Samn-Vedn , i.  374. 
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. 3.  Indra,  the  enfeebler  (of  adversaries),  is  praised 
as  a mine  of  wealth  he  is  propitiated  by  righteous 
. commendations;  he  is  gratified  in  the  dwelling  of  the 
offerer  of  oblations : glorify  Indra,  the  conqueror,  the 
destroyer  of  his  enemies. 

4.  The  priests  glorify  thee,  heroic  leader  of  men, 
with  praises  and  with  prayers : Indra,  the  author  of 
many  delusions,  exerts  himself  for  (the  acquirement 
of)  strength : he  from  of  old  is  the  lord  of  this 
(oblation). 

5.  Many  are  his  prohibitions1 2  (against  evil  en- 
joined) to  men:  many  are  the  treasures  that  the 
earth  enshrines:  for  Indra  the  heavens,  the  plants, 
the  waters,  men  and  priests,  preserve  their  riches. 

6.  To  thee,  Indra,  (the  pious)  address  prayers,  and 
praises,  and  sacrifices:  accept  them,  lord  of  horses:, 
giver  of  dwellings,  friend  (of  man),  who  art  the  per- 
vader  (of  all  things),  partake  of  this  present  oblation, 
and  grant  food  to  the  worshippers. 


1 Ahare  vasoh , or,  according  to  Say  ana , he  is  praised  to  pro- 
cure his  aid  in  battle,  which,  when  successful,  is  the  source  of 
wealth  or  booty ; Akiryate  yuddhartham  dhanam  atra  ityd- 
haro  yuddham , he  is  celebrated  for  the  sake  of  war,  for  therein 
is  wealth,  therefore  dkara  is  the  same  as  yudd/ia : or  vasoh  jar d- 
yitri  may  be  put  together,  weakener  of  the  foe,  vhsu  here 
meaning  enemy. 

2 JPurvir  asya  ntshshidho  inarttyeshu  is  explained  ndndpra - 
hdrani  anumsandni , various  kinds  of  commands  or  regulations  : 
a similar  phrase  in  a former  passage,  Vol.  i.  p.  26,  verse  v., 
puruntihshidha,  has  been  rendered,  repeller  of  many  foes : 

' there  is  no  material  incompatibility,  the  latter  being  a compound 
epithet,  and  the  substantive  in  both  cases  being  derived  from 
shidh  to  succeed,  to  go,  with  the  preposition  nir , out,  ex,  to  ex- 
clude, to  prohibit. 
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7.  Indra,  accompanied  by  the  Maruts , drink  the 
Soma  at  this  ceremony  as  thou  hast  drunk  of  the 
libation  of  the  son  of  SaryAti  : 1 thy  far-seeing  and 
devout  worshippers,  being  in  security,2  adore  thee 
through  their  offerings. 

8.  Do  thou,  Indra,  who  art  gratified  by  the  beve- 
rage, drink  the  Soma  that  has  been  effused  by  us, 
together  with  thy  friends,  the  Maruts , at  this  cere- 
mony : thou  who  art  invoked  of  many,  and  whom  all 
the  gods  equipped  as  soon  as  born  for  the  great 
battle  (with  the  Asuras). 

9.  Maruts , this  is  your . friend  for  sending  of  the 
waters:  they  (the  Maruts ),  the  givers  of  strength, 
have  yielded  Indra  gratification : may  the  devourer 
of  Vuitra  drink  with  them  the  libation  offered  by  the 
worshipper  in  his  own  abode. 

10.  Lord  of  riches,  entitled  to  praise,  this  libation 
has  been  effused  agreeably  to  (our)  strength:  do  thou 
drink  of  it  quickly.3 

11.  Invigorate  thy  body  with  the  Soma  that  has 
been  poured  out  as  food  for  thee:  may  it  exhilarate 
thee,  delighting  in  the  Soma  draught.4 

. 12.  May  this  libation,  Indra,  penetrate  to  thy 
flanks  ; may  it,  .(aided)  by  prayer,  reach  thy  head  ; 


1 See  vol  i.  p.  139,  verse  12. 

2 Tava  sarman  d vivdmnti , they  worship  thee  in  the  security, 
or  unassailable  place,  dependent  on,  or  protected  by  thee,  tava - 
sambandhini  sarmani  nirbddhasthdne  sthitdh:  Ma1udhara}  Ya~ 
jur-Veda,  vu.  35,  explains  sarman  either  by  suhlui  nimitte 
for  the  sake  of  happiness,  or  yajnagriha , the  chamber  of 
sacrifice. 

3 Santa-  Veda  i.  165  and  II.  87. 

4 Sdma-Vada  n.  88 — 89. 
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may  it  spread,  hero,  through  thy  arms,  (that  they  may 
distribute)  wealth. 

StiKTA  XIV.  (LII.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  are  the  same ; the  metre  of  the  first  four 
verses  is  Gdyatri , of  the  sixth  Jagati , of  the  fifth,  seventh, 
and  eighth  Trishtubh . 

1.  Accept,  Indra,  at  our  morning  sacrifice,  this  . 
libation,  combined  with  fresh  barley,  with  parched 
grain  and  curds,  and  with  cakes,  and  sanctified  by 
holy  prayer.1 

2.  Accept,  Indra,  the  prepared  cakes  and  butter; 
eat  them-  eagerly : the  oblations  flow  for  tliee. 

3.  Eat,  Indra,  our  (offered)  cakes  and  butter; 
derive  enjoyment  from  our  praises,  as  a lover  from  his 
mistress.2 

4.  Indra,  renowned  of  old,  accept  our  cakes  and  1 
butter,  offered  at  dawn ; for  great  are  thy  deeds. 

5.  Partake,  Indra,  of  the  barley  and  the  delicious 
cakes  and  butter  of  the  mid-day  sacrifice,  when  thy 
zealous  worshipper,  hastening  to  adore  thee,  and  eager 
as  a bull,  is  present,  and  celebrates  (thee)  with  hymns. 

6.  Indra,  who  art  praised  of  many,  accept  readily 
from  our  friend  of  barley,  and  cakes,  and  butter, 
offered  at  the  third  (or  evening)  sacrifice:  laden  with 
sacrificial  viands,  we  approach  with  praises  to  thee,  \ 
sage  Indra,  who  art  accompanied  by  the  Ribhus  and 

by  VaJA. 

7.  We  have  prepared  the  parched  grain  and  curds 
for  thee,  associated  with  Pushan;  the  fried  barley  for 


1 Yajur-Veda,  xx.  29:  Sania-Vcda,  i.  210. 

2 Vadhnyur  iva-yoshanam , as  one  fond  of  women,  a libertine, 

enjovs  a youthful  female.  9 
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thee,  lord  of  the  tawny  horses,  associated  with  thy 
steeds:  attended  by  the  troop  of  Mantis,  eat  the 
cakes:  hero,  who  art  wise,  and  the  slayer  of  Vritra, 
drink  the  libation. 

8.  Offer  to  him  quickly  (priests)  the  fried  barley : 
offer  to  the  most  heroic  of  leaders  the  cakes  and  • 
butter:  may  the  like  offerings,  victorious  Indra,  pre- 
sented to  thee  daily,  augment  thy  vigour  for  the 
drinking  of  the  Soma  juice. 

S6kta  XV.  (LIII.) 

Indiia  and  Parvata  are  the  deities,  the  Rishi  is,  as  before, 
Viswamitra:  the  metre  of  the  tenth  and  sixteenth  Verses  is 
Jagati;  of  the  thirteenth  Gdyatri ; of  the  twelfth,  twentieth, 
and  twenty-second  Anushtubh\  of  the  eighteenth  JJri/iatt; 
of  the  twenty-third  Trishtubh. 

1.  Indra  and  Parvata,  bring  hither,  in  a spacious 
car,  delightful  viands  (generative  of)  good  progeny : 
partake,  deities,  of  the  oblations  (offered)  at  (our) 
sacrifices,  and,  gratified  by  the  (sacrificial)  food,  be 
elevated  by  our  praises.1 

2.  Tarry  awhile  contentedly,  Maghavan,  (at  our 
rite) : go  not  away ; for  I offer  to  thee  (the  libation)  of 
the  copiously-effused  Soma:  powerful  Indra,  I lay 
hold  of  the  skirts  (of  thy  robe)  with  sweet-flavoured 
commendations,  as  a son  (clings  to  the  garment)  of  a 
father. 

3.  Adhwari/u , let  us  two  offer  praise:  do  thou 
concur  with  me:2  let  us  address  pleasing  praise  to 


1 Sama-Veda , i.  338. 

2 Pratt  me  grinihi ; the  Jlotri  is  supposed  to  speak  to  the 
Adkicaryu  to  direct  their  joint  performance  of  some  part  of  the 
ceremony 

H 2 
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Indra:  sit  down,  Indra,  on  the  sacred  grass  (pre- 
pared by)  the  mstitutor  of ■ the  rite;  and  may  our 
commendations  be  most  acceptable  to  Indra. 

4.  A man’s  wife,  Maghavan,  is  his  dwelling;  verily 
she  is  his  place  of  birth:1  thither  let  thy  horses, 
harnessed  (to  thy  car),  convey  thee  : we  prepare  the 
Soma  juice  at  the  fit  season:  may  Agni  come  as  our 
messenger  before  thee. 

5.  Depart,  Maghavan;  come  Indra:  both  ways,2 
protector,3  there  is  a motive  for  thee,  whether  it  be 
standing  in  thy  vast  chariot,  or  liberating  thy  neigh- 
ing steed. 

6.  When  thou  hast  drunk  the  Soma,  then,  Indra, 
go  home:  an  auspicious  life  (abides)  pleasantly  in 
thy  dwelling : in  either  (case)  thcic  is  the  standing 
in  thy  car  or  liberating  the  steeds  for  provender. 


l  Jdyd  id  astam  sed  u yonih , the  apropos  of  this  is  not  very 
evident:  astam  the  commentator  explains  by  griham,  and  he 
quotes  the  Smfiti  for  the  identity  of  house  and  housewife, 
grihini  (jmham  uchyate  iti  smriteh:  the  notion  that  a man  is 
born  of  his  wife  evidently  originates  in  the  fanciful  etymology 
of  Jdyd , a wife,  from  jan,  to  be  born,  as  it  is  first  found  in  the 

Brdhmnna. 

T asydm  punar  navo  bhuticd  damme  mast  jay  ate , 

Tad  jdyd  jdyd  bhavati,  yad  asydm  jdyate  punak. 

Again,  in  her  being  renewed  (as  a son)  he  is  born  in  the  tenth- 
• month, 

And  a wife  therefore  becomes  jdyd,  because  he  is  again  born 
in  her  • 

from  this,  passing  probably  through  the  Sutras , we  have  the 


same  in  Afanu  tx.  18, 

Patcr-bhdnjdm  sampravisya  rjarbho  bkutrveha  jdyate 
Jdydyds-ta ddhi  j dydyatwa m yad  asydm  jdyate  puTuth. 

2 Ubhayatrd  te  art  ham,  according  to  the  scholiast,  Indra' s 
wife  awaits  his  return,  the  Soma  libation  invites  his  stay. 

3 Dhratar,  lit.  brother,  but  here  tocplained  poshaha , nourishcr. 
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7.  These  .sacrificers  are  the  ( Bhojas ),  of  whom  the 
diversified  Angirasas  (are  the  priests) and  the  heroic 
sons  of  the  expellee  (of  the  foes  of  the  gods)  from 
heaven,1 2  bestowing  riches  upon  Viswamitra  at  the 
sacrifice  of  a thousand  (victims),3  prolong  (his)  life. 

8.  Maghavan  becomes  repeatedly  (manifest)  in 
various  forms,  practising  delusions  with  respect  to  his 
own  peculiar  person ; and  invoked  by  his  appropriate 
prayers,  he  comes  in  a moment  from  heaven  to  the  three 
(daily  rites),  and,  although  observant  of  seasons,  is  the 
drinker  (of  the  Soma ) irrespective  of  season. 

9.  The  great  Rishi  the  generator  of  the  gods,4 
the  attracted  by  the  deities,  the  overlooker  of  the 
leaders  (at  holy  rites),  ViswAmitra  arrested  the 
watery  stream5  when  he  sacrificed  for  SudAs;  Indra, 
with  the  Kusikas  was  pleased.0 

10.  Sages  and  saints,  overlookers  of  the  leaders  (of 
sacred  rites),  Kusikas , when  the  So?na  is  expressed 

1 The  text  is  merely  I me  Iihoja  angiraso  virupd : the  scho- 
liast explains  the  former,  Kshatriya  descendants  of  Sudds: 
Saudasdh  kshatriga,  ydgam  kurvdnah,  instituting  the  sacrifice 
at  which  the  latter,  Medhatithi , and  the  rest  of  the  race  of 
Angirat , were  their  Ydjakas,  or  officiating  priests. 

2 Rudra  : his  sons  are  the  Maruts. 

3 Suhasrasdvc,  according  to  the  comment,  the  aswamedha . 

4 Devajdk  is  explained  by  Sayana , the  generator  of  radiances 
or  energies,  tejasdin  janayitri:  the  compound  is  not  devajd 
god-born,  nor  was  Viswamitra  of  divine  parentage  : Deva-juta , 
which  follows,  is  explained  taistejohhir-dkrishta , drawn  or 
attracted  by  those  energies. 

5 Astabhndt  si ndhum  arnavam : he  is  said  to  have  stopped 
the  curreftt  of  the  confluence  of  the  Vipdsd  and  Satvdrt  rivers. 

8 Apriydyata  husikebhir  Indra : Sayana  explains  this, 
Kusikagotrotpannair-rishibhih  sa/ia,  with  the  Rishis  of  the  rare 
of  Kusika,  or  it  might  be  rendered,  pleased  by  the  Kusikas . 
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with  stones  at  the  sacrifice,  then  exhilarating  (the 
gods)  with  praises,  sing  the  holy  strain  (aloud)  like 
(screaming)  swans,  and,  together  with  the  gods,  drink 
the  sweet  juice  of  the  Soma. 

11.  Approach,  Kusikas,  the  steed  of  SudAs ; ani- 
mate (him),  and  let  him  loose  to  (win)  riches  (for  the 
raja);  for  the  king  (of  the  gods)  has  slain  Vritra 
in  the  East,  in  the  West,  in  the  North,  therefore  let 
(SudAs)  worship  him  in  the  best  (regions)  of  the 
earth. 

12.  I have  made  Indra  glorified1  by  these  two, 
heaven  and  earth,  and  this  prayer  of  ViswAmitra 
protects  the  race  of  Bharat  a. 2 

13.  The  Viswamitras  have  addressed  the  prayer  to 
Indra,  the  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt;  may  he  there- 
fore render  us  very  opulent.3 

1 4 . What  do  the  cattle  for  thee  among  the  Kikatas  ;4 


1 Indram  atushtavam:  the  verb  is  the  third  preterite  of  the 
causal,  I have  caused  to  he  praised  ; or  if  taken  in  place  of  the 
present  tense  by  Vaidih  licence,  it  may  be,  according  to  the 
commentator,  I praise  Indra,  abiding  between  heaven  and 
earth,  i.e.  in  the  firmament. 

2 The  verses  to  this,  from  verse  9,  inclusive,  are  translated  by 
Professor  Roth : Liter,  und  Gesch.  der  Veda.  105. 

3 The  Bhdratas , or  descendants  of  Bharata , are  in  one 
sense  the  descendants  of  ViswAmitra,  Bharata  being  the  son 
of  Sakuntala,  the  daughter  of  the  sage.  Malta.  Adi  P.:  the  same 
authority,  however,  makes  Vasishtha  the  family  priest  of  the 
Bhdratas,  and  their  restorer  to  dominion  from  which  they  had 
been  expelled  by  the  Panchdlas. — Ibid.  3735. 

4 The  Kikatas  are  said  by  Sdyana , following  Yasha , Nir. 
vi.  32,  to  be  countries  inhabited  by  Andryas,  people  who  do  not 
perform  worship,  who  are  infidels,  ndstihas:  Kiliata  is  usually 
identified  with  South  Bahar,  shewing,  apparently,  that  Vaidih 
Hinduism  had  not  reached  the  province  wheti  this  was  said ; or 
as  Kikata  was  the  fountain-head  of  Buddhism,  it  might  be 
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they  yield  no  milk  to  mix  with  the  Soma,  they  need 
not  the  vessel  (for  the  libation);* 1  bring  them  to  us: 

(bring  also)  the  wealth  of  the  son  of  the  usurer,*2  and 
give  us,  Maghavan,  (the  possessions)  of  the  low 
branches  (of  the  community).3 

15.  The  daughter  of  Surya  given  by  Jamadagni,4 
gliding  everywhere  and  dissipating  ignorance,  has 
emitted  a mighty  (sound),5  and  has  diffused  ambrosial 
imperishable  food  amongst  the  gods.6 

10.  May  she,  gliding  everywhere,  quickly  bring  us  Varga  xxii. 

food  (suited)  to  the  five  races  of  men  :7  may  she,  the 


asserted  that  the  Buddhists  were  here  alluded  to,  if  it  were  not 
wholly  incompatible  with  all  received  notions  of  the  earlier  date 
of  the  Vedas. 

1 Na  tapanti  gharmdnt : Yasha  explains  the  last  harmyam,a. 
house ; hut  Sdyana  calls  it  a vessel  termed  Mahduira,  used 
at  the  rite  called  Pragrihya,  p raj ri hydkhyaha rmopayulita in 
mahdmrapdtram,  which  the  cattle  do  not  warm  by  yielding 
their  milk  to  it. 

2 Abhara  pramagandasya  vedas:  inajanda  is  explained  by 
both  scholiasts,  husidin , or  usurer,  one  who  says  to  himself,  the 
monev  that  goes  from  me  will  come  back  doubled,  and  pra, 
prefixed,  is  equivalent  to  a patronymic. 

3 Naichasdhhdm , that  which  belongs  to  a low  ( nicha ) 
branch,  or  class  ( sdkhd ) ; the  posterity  born  of  Sudras  and  the 
like. 

4 Ja madagn i-da ttd,  according  to  Sdyana , may  mean,  given 
by  the  liishis,  those  who  maintain  a blazing  jamat-jwalat, 
fire,  Agni’i  a sense  confirmed  by  the  use  of  the  plural  in  the  next 
verse:  the  daughter  of  Surya,  so  given,  is  said  to  be  speech,  or 
its  personification,  vah-devata. 

5 The  sound  of  thunder  or  the  like  in  the  sky. 

6 As  the  prayer  or  exclamation  which  accompanies  the  burnt 

offering. 

7 Pdnchaianyasu  hrishtishu : here,  therefore,  the  five  dis- 
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daughter  of  the  sun* 1  whom  the  grey-haired  Jamadag- 
nis  gave  to  me,  (be)  the  bestower  of  new  life.2 

17.  May  the  horses3  be  steady,  the  axle  be  strong, 
the  pole  be  not  defective,  the  yoke  not  be  rotten ; may 
Indra  preserve  the  two  yoke-pins  from  decay:  car 
with  uninjured  felloes,  be  ready  for  us.4 

18.  Give  strength,  Indra,  to  our  bodies;  give 
strength  to  our  vehicles ; (give)  strength  to  our  sons 
and  grandsons;  that  they  may  live  (long);  for  thou 
art  the  giver  of  strength. 

19.  Fix  firmly  the  substance  of  the  khayar  (axle), 
give  solidity  to  the  sisu  (floor)  of  the  car:5 6  strong 
axle,  strongly  fixed  by  us,  be  strong ; cast  us  not  from 
out  of  our  conveyance. 

20.  May  this  lord  of  the  forest®  never  desert  us 
nor  do  us  harm : may  we  travel  prosperously  home 


tinctions  are  restricted  to  human  beings,  confirmingthe  scholiast’s 
notion  that  the  four  castes  and  barbarians  are  intended. 

1 Pahshya , the  daughter  of  Pahsha:  pahshanirvdhahasya , 
the  distributor  of  the  parts  (of  the  year?),  that  is,  suryasya , of 
the  sun. 

2 Navyam  dyur  dadhdnd , having  new  life  or  food:  the  scho- 
liast adds,  mama  hurvund  bhavatu, 

3 Gdvau-gachchhata , itif  gdvau  aswau:  (jdva  implies,  those 
who  go,  or,  in  this  place,  horses. 

4 Viswamitra , says  the  commentator,  being  about  to  depart 
from  the  sacrifice  of  Sudds , invokes  good  fortune  for  his 
conveyance. 

m 

5 Khadirasya  sdram  is  the  text,  the  essence  of  the  lihadira , 
mimosa  catechu , of  which  the  scholiast  says  the  bolt  of  the 
axle  is  made,  whilst  the  Sinsapd , Dalbergia-sisu,  furnishes 
wood  for  the  floor:  tlnse  are  still  timber-trees  in  common  use. 

6 Vanaspati , that  is,  here,  the  timber  of  which  the  car  is  made. 
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until  the  stopping  (of  the  car),  until  the  unharnessing 
(of  the  steeds). 

21.  Indr  a,  hero,  possessor  of  wealth,  protect  us  this 
day  against  our  foes  with  many  and  excellent  defences : 
may  the  vile  wretch  who  hates  us  fall  (before  us) ; 
may  the  breath  of  life  depart  from  him  whom  we  hate. 

22.  As  (the  tree)  suffers  pain  from  the  axe,  as  the 
Stmal  flower  is  (easily)  cut  off,  as  the  injured  cauldron 
leaking  scatters  foam,  so  may  mine  enemy  perish.1 

23.  Men,  (the  might)  of  the  destroyer  is  not  known 
to  you:  regarding  him  as  a mere  animal,-  they  lead 
him  away  desirous  (silently  to  complete  his  devotions) : 
the  wise  condescend  not  to  turn  the  foolish  into  ridi- 
cule, they  do  not  lead  the  ass  before  the  horse.2 


1 The  construction  is  elliptical : the  ellipse  is  supplied  by  the 
scholiast,  as  the  tree  is  cut  down  by  the  axe,  so  may  the  enemy 
be  cut  down  : as  one  cuts  off  without  difficulty  the  flower  of 
the  Simbala,  so  may  he  be  destroyed:  as  the  cauldron  (iikhd) 
when  struck  (prahatd),  and  thence  leaking  ( yeshant , si'avanti), 
scatters  foam  or  breath  from  its  mouth,  so  ( dweshtd  madly  a, 
mantrasamarthyena  prahata  san,  phenam  viukhdd  udgiratu ) 
may  that  hater,  struck  by  the  power  of  my  prayer,  vomit  foam 
from  his  mouth. 

2 According  to  Sdyana  the  passage  alludes  to  a legend  of 
Viswamitra  having  been  seized  and  bound  by  the  followers  of 
Vasishtha , when  observing  a vow  .of  silence  these  were  his 
reflections  on  the  occasion  ; disparaging  the  rivalry  of  Vasishtha 
with  himself,  as  if  between  an  ass  and  a horse : some  of  the 
terms  are  unusual;  sayakasya,  commonly,  of  an  arrow,  is  ex- 
plained agreeably  to  its  etymology  from  so,  to  destroy,  arasdna- 
kdrinah,  of  the  finisher  or  destroyer,  that  is,  of  Viswamitra'. 
Lodham  nayanti,  they  lead,  the  sage,  deriving  lodha  from  lub- 
dham , desirous  that  his  penance  might  not  be  frustrated,  tapasah 
kshayo  md  bhud  iti , lobhena  tushnim  sthitam  Rishim  pasum 
manyamdna,  thinking  the  Rishi  silent  through  his  desire,  to  be 
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24.  These  sons  of  Biiarata,1  Inpra,  understand 
severance  (from  the  Vasishthas ),  not  association  (with 
them);  they  urge  their  steeds  (against  them)  as 
against  a constant  foe ; they  bear  a stout  bow  (for  their 
destruction)  in  battle.2 


an  animal,  i.e.  stupid.  Yasha  interprets  the  phrase  in  the  same 
manner,  Lubdham  rishim  nayanti  pasum  manyamdndh,  they 
take  away  the  desiring  Rishi,  thinking  him  an  animal:  in  the 
second  half  the  words  are  also  of  unusual  application : na  avd- 
jinam  vdjind  hdsayanti : Say  ana  derives  vajina  from  vac  ft, 
speed,  with  ina  affix,  and  interpret  it  sarvajna , all-knowing; 
the  contrary,  avdjina , by  murkha , a fool. 

1 The  sons  of  Bharata  are  the  descendants  of  Viswdmitra 
whose  enmity  to  the  race  of  Vasishtha  is  here  decidedly  ex- 
pressed: this  and  the  preceding  stanzas  are  regarded  as  impre- 
cations denounced  by  Viswdmitra  against  Vasishtha , with 
whom  he  had  quarrelled  on  account  of  his  disciple  the  Raja 
Sudds. 

2 The  Anuhramanilid  observes  the  last  verses  of  this  hymn 
have  the  sense  of  imprecations:  they  are  inimical  to  the 
Vasishthas,  and  the  Vasishthas  hear  them  not;  antyd  abhisdpdr- 
thastd  vdsishthadiceshinyoh  na  vdsishthah  srinwanti : the  com- 
mentator on  the  Index  cites  this  verse  of  the  Brihad-devatd  in 
confirmation : satadhd  bhidyate  murddhd  kirtanena  srutena 
vd,  teshdm  baldh  pramiyantc  tasmdt  tds  tu  na  hirttayet , the 
head  is  split  a hundred  times  by  reciting  or  listening  to  them, 
and  his  children  perish  ; therefore  let  not  a man  repeat  them  : 
the  commentator  on  the  Nirukta , when  he  comes  to  the  passage, 
lodham  riskim  nayanti , passes  it  by  without  animadversion, 
expressly  because  he  says  the  verses  are  inimical  to  the  Vasuh- 
thas,  and  he  is  of  the  race  of  Vasishtha,  of  the  Kapislithala 
branch,  Sd  V asish  t hadweshirih-ahamcha  hdpidithalo  Vdsish- 
thah. atas  td  na  nirbrammi : it  is  not  unusual  for  transcribers 

• 7 

to  oinit  these  passages  altogether,  as  noticed  by  Professor 
Roth,  and  by  Professor  Muller  : see  the  various  readings  of  the 
latter,  Riy-Veda , vol.  Ji.  Introduction,  p.  ofi. 
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ANUVAKA  V. 

S6kta  I.  (LIV.) 

The  deities  are  the  Viswadevas ; the  Rishi  is  Prajapati,  the 
son  of  either  VTswamitra  or  Vach;  the  metre  is  Trishtuhh . 

1.  They  recite  repeatedly  this  gratifying  praise  to 
the  great  product  of  sacrifice  (Agni):  may  he  who 
(is  endowed)  with  domestic  radiance  hear  us : may  the 
imperishable  Agni,  (endowed)  with  divine  radiance, 
hear  us. 

2.  Knowing  their  greatness,  offer  worship  to  the 
vast  heaven  and  to  the  earth:  my  desire,  wishing 
(for  felicity)  proceeds1  (to  them),  in  whose  praise 
the  gods,  desirous  of  adoration,  delight  together  with 
their  worshippers  at  the  sacrifice. 

3.  Heaven  and  earth,  may  your  truth  be  ever  in- 
violable: be  propitious  to  us  for  the  due  completion 
of  the  rite:  this  adoration  (Agni)  is  offered  to  heaven 
and  earth:  I worship  (them)  with  (sacrificial)  food; 
I solicit  of  them  precious  (wealth). 

4.  Heaven  and  earth,  endowed  with  truth,  they 
who  are  the  ancient  declarers  of  the  truth,  have 
obtained  from  you  (what  they  desired);  and  so,  earth, 
men  cognizant  (of  the  greatness  of  you  both)  have 
worshipped  you  for  the  sake  of  triumphing  over 
(hostile)  heroes  in  battle. 

5.  Who  knowrs  what  is  the  truth,  or  who  may  here 
declare  it  ? what  is  the  proper  path  that  leads  to  the 
gods  ? their  inferior  abiding  places  are  beheld,2  as 


1 Kama  me  ichclian  charati,  lit.  my  desire  wishing  goes,  or 
exists : the  scholiast  adds  to  ichchanf  sarvan  bhogdn , all  enjoy- 
ments, but  this  does  not  make  the  expression  more  definite. 

2 As  the  constellations. 
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are  those  which  (are  situated)  in  superior  mysterious 
rites.1 

Varga xxx.  6.  The  far-seeing  beholder  of  mankind  (the  sun), 
surveys  this  heaven  and  earth,  rejoicing  when  defi- 
cient in  moisture  in  the  womb  of  the  waters  (the 
firmament),  both  concurring  in  community  (of  func- 
tion),2 although  they  occupy  various  dwellings,  like 
the  diversified  nests  of  a bird. 

7.  Common  (in  function),3  disjoined,  of  distant 
termination,  they  remain  vigilant  in  a permanent 
station : being,  as  it  were,  sisters,  and  ever  young : 
they  therefore  address  each  other  by  twin  appellations.4 

8.  These  two5  keep  all  born  things  discrete,  and, 
although  comprehending  the  great  divinities,  are  not 
distressed:  all  moving-  and  stationary  beings  rest 
upon  one  (basis),  -whether  animals,  or  birds,  or  crea- 
tures of  various  kinds. 

9.  I consider  at  present  the  eternal  and  ancient 
sisterhood  to  us  of  thee,  our  great  protectress  and 
progenitrix,6  within  whose  vast  and  separated  path 
thy  eulogists,  the  gods,  travel  in  their  chariots. 


1 In  the  latter  case  they  are  made  known,  it  is  said,  by  the 
Veda. 

2 In  the  interchange  of  moisture. 

3 Heaven  and  earth  are  the  personifications  here  alluded  to. 

4 Adu  bruvdte  mithunani  vania : heaven  and  earth  are  desig- 
nated together  by  vrvi  and  other  duplicate  terms;  ui'vyddibhir- 
dwandwandmabhir , dydvaprithi vydvuchySte. 

5 Heaven  and  earth  keep  all  that  is  born  distinct  or  separate, 
by  •furnishing  interval  or  space,  avakdsapraddnena. 

0 Mahah  pitur  janitur,  jdmi  tan  nah  is  explained  mahatydh 
pdlayitryah  janayitrydstava , of  thee,  that  is,  of  the  heaven ; jdmi 
is  putfor  jdmitwam,  or  bhayinituam, sisterhood,  thecondition  of a 
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10.  I repeat  this  hymn,  heaven  and  earth,  to  you  ; 
and  may  the  soft-bellied,  fire-tongued  Mitra,  royal 
Varuna,  the  youthful  Adityas,  all  cognizant,  of  the 
past,  and  proclaiming  (their  own  acts),* 1  hear  it. 

11.  The  golden-handed,  soft-tongued  Savitri  is 
descending  from  heaven  (to  be  present)  thrice  (daily) 
at  the  sacrifice:  accept,  Savitri,  the  praise  (recited 
by)  the  worshippers,  and  thereupon  grant  to  us  all  our 
desires. 

12.  May  the  divine  Twashtri,  the  able  artificer, 
the  dextrous-handed,  the  possessor  of  wealth,  the 
observer  of  truth,  bestow  upon  us  those  things  (which 
are  necessary)  for  our  preservation:  Ribhus,  asso- 
ciated with  Pusiian,  make  us  joyful,  as  they  (the 
priests),  with  uplifted  stones,  prepare  the  sacred 
libation. 

13.  May  the  Mantis,  whose  cars  are  the  lightning, 
who  are  armed  with  spears,  resplendent,  destroyers  of 
foes,  from  whom  the  waters  proceed,  (who  are) 
unresting  and  adorable,  and  may  Saraswati  hear  (my 
prayer);  and  may  you  ( Maruts ),  speedy  in  your  libe- 
rality, bestow  (upon  us)  riches  and  good  offspring. 

14.  May  (our)  praises  and  prayers,  the  causes  of 

9 

good  fortune,  attain  at  this  sacrifice  Vishnu,  the  object 
of  many  rites : he,  the  wide-stepping ; whose  commands 
the  many-blending  regions  of  space,  the  generators 
(of  all  beings),  do  not  disobey. 


relative  or  sister:  this  will  not  allow  of  pitri  and  janiiri  being 
rendered  father  and  progenitor,  else  we  have  had  Dyus , heaven, 
which  is  here  addressed,  characterized  by  these  attributes:  see 
vol.  n.  p.  138,  v.  33. 

1 Paprath&nah  is  explained  as  in  the  text,  su  ani  swani  har- 
mani  prathayaniah. 
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15.  Indra,  invested  with  all  energies,  has  filled 
both  heaven  and  earth  with  his  greatness : do  thou, 
who  art  the  destroyer  of  cities,  the  slayer  of  Vritra, 
the  leader  of  a conquering  host,  collect  cattle  and 
bestow  them  abundantly  upon  us. 

16;  NAsatyas,  my  protectors,  inquirers  (after  the 
wishes)  of  your  kinsman,  beautiful  is  your  cognate 
appellation  of  Aswins  : be  to  us  the  liberal  donors  of 
riches ; do  you,  who  are  irresistible,  protect  the  olferer 
(of  the  oblation)  with  unblameable  (defences). 

17.  Sages  acquainted  with  the  past,  excellent  is 
that  beautiful  appellation1  under  which  you  have  both 
become  gods  in  (the  sphere  of)  Indra:  do  thou, 
Indra,  the  invoked  of  many,  a friend,  (associated) 
with  the  beloved  Ribhus,  shape  this  prayer  for  our 
benefit. 

18.  May  Aryaman,  Aditi,  the  adorable  (gods), 
and  the  unimpeded  functions  of.  Varuna  (protect)  us: 
keep  us  from  (following)  the  course  unpropitious  to 
offspring,2  and  may  our  dwelling  be  abundant  in  pro- 
geny and  cattle. 

19.  May  the  messenger  of  the  gods,  engendered  in 
many  places,  everywhere  proclaim  us  void  of  offence : 
may  earth  and  heaven,  the  waters,  the  sun,  and  the 
vast  firmament,  with  the  constellations,  hear  us. 


1 Chaim  Mima  may  he  explained  agreeable  or  acceptable  act  or 
devotion,  nama  harma  namanam  rd , chant,  manokaram ; bv 
which  the  Aswins  attained  deification,  yen  a devatwam  prdpnn- 
tha ; but  in  the  preceding  verse  we  have  the  similar  phrase, 
sajdtynm  chdru  nama , explained  xajdte  bhavam  hamaniyam, 
desirable  cognate  appellation. 

2 Yuyota  no  unapatydm  gantoh:  anapatyani  is  explained 
pvtrdndm  ahitani  harmdni  tan  mar  gat  prithak  kuruta. 
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20.  May  the  (divine)  showerers  (of  benefits),  the 
deities  of  the  mountains,  and  those  abiding  in  fixed 
habitations,1  propitiated  by  the  sacrificial  food,  hear 
us:  may  Aditi,  with  the  Adityas,  hear  us:  may  the 
Maruts  grant  us  auspicious  felicity. 

21.  May  our  path  ever  be  easy  of  going,  and  pro- 
vided with  food:  sprinkle,  gods,  the  plants  With  sweet 
water:  (safe)  in  thy  friendship,  Agni,  may  my  for- 
tune never  be  impaired,  but  may  I occupy  a dwelling 
(abounding)  with  riches  and  ample  food. 

22.  Taste  (Agni)  the  oblations;  make  manifest 
(for  us)  abundant  food  : measure  out  the  viands  before 
us:  thou  overcomest  all  those  (who  are)  our  enemies 
in  conflict:  favourably  inclined  towards  us  lighten 
up  all  our  (ceremonies)  day  by  day. 

S6kta  II.  (LV.) 

The  deities  are  the  Vixwadevas ; the  Rixhi  is  Prajapati;  the. 

metre  Trislitubh. 

1.  When  the  preceding  dawns  appear  the  great 
imperishable  (light)  is  engendered  in  the  (firmament 
the)  sphere  of  the  waters,  and  then  the  worshipper  is 
alert  to  perform  the  rites  (due  to)  the  gods,  for 
great  and  unequalled  is  the  might  of  the  gods.2 

4.  Let  not  the  gods,  Agni,  now  do  us  harm,  nor 
the  ancient  progenitors,  who  have  come  to  know  the 


1 Dhruvahshemd salt , nischal asth a n dh , those  of  fixed  places  : 
it  may  be,  perhaps,  an  epithet  of  the  preceding  parvatdsah. 

2 Mahad-devdudm  axuraticam  eham  is  the  burthen  of  this 
and  the  following  stanzas:  asuratrvam  is  the  abstract  from  asura, 

. explained  strong,  powerful,  prahala , from  asyati , w ho  or  what 
throws  or  impels  all  things  or  beings,  asyati , luhipati  sarvdn : 
the  abstract  is  prdbalyam  or  aisuaryamf  might  or  sovereignty: 
eham , one,  is  explained  mukhyam , chief. 
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V’arga  XXIX. 


degree  (of  divinity) ; nor  the  manifester  of  liglit 
between  the  two  ancient  dwellings  (earth  and  heaven, 
the  sun) ; for  great  and  unequalled  is  the  might  of  the 
gods. 

3.  Variously  do  my  manifold  desires  alight:  pre- 
sent at  the  solemnity,  I recite  ancient  (hymns) : when 
the  fire  is  kindled  we  speak  indeed  the  truth,  for 
great  and  unequalled  is  the  might  of  the  gods. 

4.  The  universal  sovereign 1 is  conveyed  to  many 
directions:  he  sleeps  in  the  places  of  repose:  he  is 
connected  with  the  forests:  one  mother  (heaven) 
nourishes  the  child;  the  other  (earth)  gives  him  a 
dwelling:  great  and  unequalled  is  the  might  of  the  gods. ' 

5.  Existing  in  ancient  plants,2  abiding  afterwards 
in  new,  he  enters  into  the  young  (herbs)  as  soon  as 
they  are  produced : unimpregnated  they  become  preg- 
nant and  bear  fruit:  great  and  unequalled  is  the 
might  of  the  gods. 

6.  The  child  of  two  mothers  sleeps  in  the  west, 
but  (in  the  morning)  the  single  infant  proceeds  un- 
obstructed (through  the  sky)  : these  are  the  functions 
of  Mitra  and  VARUNA  :3  great  and  unequalled  is  the 
might  of  the  gods. 

7.  The  child  of  two  mothers,  the  invoker  of  the 
gods  at  sacrifices,  the  universal  sovereign,  proceeds 
thence  forward  (in  the  sky) : the  root  (of  all),  he 
abides  (in  the  houses  of  the  pious) : the  reciters  of 
pleasant  (words)  offer  him  agreeable  (praises) : great 


1 Samdno  raja  may  imply  cither  Agni  or  the  Soma. 

2 Said  either  of  Agni  or  the  sun. 

3 Mitra  presiding  over  the  day,  Vanina  over  the  night,  but 
both  being  forms  of  one  Agni. 
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and  unequalled  is  the  might  of  the  gods. 

8.  All  (creatures)  approaching  too  near  his  con- 
fines are  beheld  with  their  faces  turned  away  as  (an 
enemy)  flies  from  a combatant:  obvious  (to  all),  he 
penetrates  the  water  for  its  destruction:  great  and 
unequalled  is  the  might  of  the  gods. 

9.  In  those  (plants)  the  aged  messenger  (of  the 
gods)  constantly  abides:  mighty,  he  passes  with  the 
radiant  (sun)  through  the  regions  of  space;  assuming 
various  forms,  he  looks  (complacently)  upon  us : great 
and  unequalled  is  the  might  of  the  gods. 

10.  Pervading  and  protecting  (all),  possessing  grate- 
ful and  immortal  radiance,  he  preserves  the  supreme 
path  (of  the  rains),  for  Agni  knows  all  these  worlds: 
great  and  unequalled  is  the  might  of  the  gods. 

11.  The  twin  pair  (day  and  night)  adopt  various 
forms:  one  of  them  shines  brightly,  the  other  is  black : 
twin  sisters  are  they,  one  black  and  the  other  white : 
great  and  unequalled  is  the  might  of  the  gods. 

12.  Where  the  mother  and  the  daughter,  two  pro- 
ductive milch  kine,  unite,  they  nourish  each  other:1 
I worship  them  both  in  (the  firmament),  the  dwelling 
of  the  waters : great  and  unequalled  is  the  might  of 
the  gods. 

13.  Licking  the  calf  of  the  other,  one  of  them  lows 
aloud:,  the  milch  cow  offers  her  udder  for  the  one  that 
is  without  moisture  (the  earth),  and  she  (the  earth)  is 
refreshed  by  the  milk  of  the  rain:2  great  and  un- 
equalled is  the  might  of  the  gods. 


1 Earth  and  heaven  by  the  interchange  of  moisture. 

2 This  is  rather  obscurely  expressed:  the  calf  is  said  to  be 
Agni ; the  cow  with  milk  is  the  sky,  whose  udder  is  the  cloud, 

VOL.  III.  I 
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14.  The  earth* 1  wears  bodies  of  many  forms;  she 
abides  on  high2  cherishing  her  year  and  a half  old 
(calf):3  knowing  the  abode  of  the  truth4  (the  sun), 
I offer  worship : great  and  unequalled  is  the  might  of 
the  gods. 

15.  Like  two  (distinguishing)  impressions,  they 
(day  and  night)  are  placed  visible  in  the  midst  (be- 
tween heaven  and  earth),  one  hidden,  one  manifest: 
the  path  (of  both)  is  common,  and  that  is  universal 
(for  good  and  evil)  : great  and  unequalled  is  the 
might  of  the  gods. 

1G.  May  the  milch  kine5  without  their  young, 
abiding  (in  the  heaven),  and  though  unmilked,  yet 
yielding  milk,  and  ever  fresh  and  youthful,  be  shaken 
(so  as  to  perform  their  functions);  great  and  une- 
qualled is  the  might  of  the  gods. 

17.  When  the  showerer  roars  in  other  (regions) 
lie  sends  down  the  rain  upon  a different  herd,6  for  he 

whence  the  rain  of  which  the  earth  is  in  want  descends; 
R it  ary  a sd  payasd  pinvatela,  is  .also  explained  Jalavarjitd 
pr ithivy~ddi tyasyodahena  siktd  bhavati  varsltakdle,  the  earth 
without  water  is  sprinkled  by  the  water  of  the  sun  in  the  rainy 
season. 

1 The  text  has  Padyd,  which  Sdyana  explains  Bhumi , de- 
riving it  from  pady  or  foot,  the  earth,  according  to  a text  of  the 
10th  Mandala,  having  been  created  from  the  feet  of  the  Creator: 
the  10th  Mandala,  however,  is  of  questionable  authority. 

2 On  the  altar. 

3 Tryavim , sdrddhasamvatsaravayasho  vatsah,  a calf  a year 
and  a half  old ; i.  e.  the  sun  of  that  period,  or  it  may  apply  to 
the  sun,  as  the  protector  ( avih ) of  the  three  (//•*)  worlds. 

4 Ritaxya  sadmanf  Sa t yabh u tasydd i !yas ya  sthdnam , the  place 
of  the  sun,  who  is  one  with  the  truth. 

5 Either  the  regions  of  space  or  the  clouds. 

0 Anyasmin  yutbet  a herd,  or  troop,  of  regions,  according  to 
Sdyana y disam  vrinde. 
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is  the  victor,  the  auspicious,  the  sovereign : great  and 
unequalled  is  the  might  of  the  gods. 

18.  We  proclaim,  people,  the  wealth  of  the  hero, 
(Indra),  in  horses;  the  gods  know  his  (affluence); 
six,  or  five  and  five,  harnessed  to  his  car,  convey  him  ;l 
great  and  unequalled  is  the  might  of  the  gods.  v 

19.  The  divine  Twasiitri  the  impeller  (of  all),  the 
multiform,  has  begotten  and  nourished  a numerous 
progeny,  for  all  these  worlds  are  of  him : great  and 
unequalled  is  the  might  of  the  gods. 

20.  He  has  filled  the  two  vast  receptacles2  (heaven 
and  earth)  united  (with  creatures):  they  arc  both 
penetrated  by  his  lustre : the  hero  spoiling  the  trea- 
sures (of  the  foe)  is  renowned  : great  and  unequalled 
is  the  might  of  the  gods. 

21.  Our  king,  the  nourisher  of  all,  abides  (in  the 
firmament)  nearest  to  this  earth  like  a benevolent 
friend : the  valiant  ( Maruts ) precede  him  (when 
abroad),  and  dwell  in  his  mansion : great  and  un- 
equalled is  the  might  of  the  gods. 

22.  The  plants,  Indra,  come  to  perfection  by  thee; 
from  thee  the  waters  (How) ; earth  bears  her  treasures 
for  thee  : may  we,  thy  friends,  be  sharers  of  these 
blessings:  great  and  . unequalled  . is  the  might  of 
the  gods. 


1 Shulhd  yuktdh  jmnchapancha  vahanti , that  is,  either  the 
six  seasons  of  the  year,  or,  by  combiriining  the  cold  and  dewy 
seasons,  five:  these  are  figuratively  Indra  s horses. 

. 2 Chainbvau , the  two  vessels  in  which  gods  and  men  eat,  cha- 
manty  adanty  anayor  devamanushydh  : this  would  imply  vessels 
or  ladles,  but  the  scholiast  also  proposes,  the  two  that  arc  eaten  or 
enjoyed  by  living  beings;  that  is,  heaven  and  earth. 
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ADHYAYA  IV. 


ANUVAKA  V,  Continued. 

S6kta  III.  (LVI.) 

The  deities  are  the  Vixwadevas ; the  llishi  is  Prajdpati;  the 

metre  Trvt/itubh. 

1.  Neither  the  deceptive  nor  the  resolute  interrupt 
the  primitive  and  permanent  operations  of  the  gods, 
nor  do  the  innocuous  heaven  and  earth  (interrupt 
them),  nor  are  the  mountains  standing  (on  the  earth) 
to  be  bowed  down.1 

2.  One  stationary  (year)  sustains  six  burthens  (in 
the  seasons);  the  (solar)  rays  spread  through  that 
true  and  extensive  (term);  three  revolving  spheres 
are  severally  above,  two  of  which  are  placed  in  secret, 
and  one  is  visible.2 

3.  The  three-breasted,3  the  showerer  (of  rain,)  the 
omniform,  the  three-uddered,  the  parent  of  multiform 
progeny,  the  possessor  of  magnitude,  followed  by  three 
hosts  (the  year),  advances,  the  vigorous  impregmitor 
of  the  perpetual  plants. 

4.  (The  year)  is  awake,  the  path  in  the  vicinity  of 


1 The  condition  of  all  created  tilings  in  earth  and  heaven,  and 
the  elevation  of  the  mountains,  are  the  work  of  the  gods,  and 
no  one  can  make  them  otherwise. 

2 Heaven  and  the  firmament  are  not  wholly  discernible, 
earth  is. 

3 That  is,  as  subsequently  specified,  the  year,  personified:  the 
number  three,  repeatedly  mentioned,  is  said  to  apply  to  the 
seasons  of  the  year,  reduced  from  the  usual  number  of  six  to 
three,  the  hot,  rainy, and  cold,  by  merging  into  them,  severally, 
the  vernal,  autumnal,  and  dewy. 
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those  (plants):  I call  upon  the  beautiful  name  of  the 
Adityas)1  the  divine  waters  wandering  severally 
(now)  give  it  delight,  and  (now)  depart  from  it.2 

5.  Rivers,  the  dwelling-places  of  the  intelligent 
gods  are  thrice  three:3  the  measurer  of  the  three 
(worlds)4  is  the  sovereign  at  sacrifices : three  female 
(divinities)5  of  the  waters  charged  with  the  rains 
descend  from  heaven  at  the  thrice  (repeated)  solemnity. 

6.  Savitri,  descended  from  heaven,  bestow  upon 
us  blessings  thrice  every  day : Biiaga,  saviour,  grant 
us  thrice  a day  riches  of  three  elements:0  Dhishana1 7 
enable  us  to  acquire  (wealth). 

7.  May  Savitri  bestow  upon  us  wealth  at  the 
(three  periods)  of  the  day,  for  the  well-handed  Mitra 
and  Varuna,  the  waters,  the  vast  heaven  and  earth, 
solicit  precious  things  from  the  liberality  of  Savitri. 

8.  Three  are  the  excellent  uninjurable  bright 
regions,8  three  scions  of  the  powerful  (year)  are 
shining  ;g  practisers  of  truth,  quick  moving,  of  sur- 


1 That  is,  according  to  the  scholiast,  upon  the  months  over 
. which  the  twelve  Adilyas  preside. 

2 During  the  four  months  of  the  year  when  the  rains  fall  the 
rivers  are  filled ; during  the  other  eight  they  are  more  or  less 
dried  up. 

3 Each  of  the  three  Lokas  has  three  divisions  : this  is  a piece 
of  information  addressed  to  the  rivers,  Sindhavah  being  in  the 
vocative  case. 

4 The  sun  or  the  year. 

5 The  scholiast  says  they  are  Ildf  Sarasicati,  and  Bhdrati. 

0 Tridhdtu  rdyns,  cattle,  gold,  and  gems. 

7 The  goddess  of  speech. 

8 Heaven,  earth,  firmament. 

0 Agnij  Vdyu , and  Surya,  according  to  Sdyana:  the  text 
calls  them  asurasya  viva  : asurah  is  explained  hdldtmd  samvat 
sara , the  year,  identical  with  time;  tasya  pulrdh , its  sons. 
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passing  radiance  : may  the  deities  be  present  thrice 
daily  at  the  sacrifice. 

S6kta  IV.  (LVII.) 

The  deities,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  May  the  discriminating  Indra  apprehend  my 
glorification  (of  the  gods),  which  is  (free)  as  a milch 
cow,  grazing  alone,  without  a cowherd,  one  who  is 
readily  milked,  yielding  abundant  nourishment,  and 
of  whom  Agni  and  Indra  (and  we),  .are  the  com- 
menders. 

2..  Indra  and  Pusiian,  the  showerers  (of  benefits), 
and  the  happy-handed  Aswins,  well  affected  towards  us, 
have  milked  the  (cloud)  reposing  in  heaven  ; where- 
fore, Vasus , universal  deities,  sporting  on  this  (altar), 
may  I here  obtain  the  happiness  derived  from  you. 

3.  The  plants  that  desire  for  the  showerer  (Indra) 
the  power  (of  sending  rain)  appreciate,  when  mani- 
fest, the  embryo  (blossom)  deposited  in  him:  the  kine 
desirous  of  reward  come  to  the  presence  of  the  calf, 
invested  with  many  forms.1 

4.  I glorify  with  praise  the  beautiful  heaven  and 
earth,  taking  in  hand  the  stones  (to  express  the 
libation)  at  the  sacrifice,  as  these  thy  graceful,  adora- 
ble, and  many-blessing  rays  (Agni)  mount  up  for  the 
good  of  man. 

5.  With  thy  wide-spreading  tongue,  Agni,  sweet 
and  intelligent,  which  is  renowned  amongst  the  gods, 
bring  hither  all  the  adorable  deities  for  our  protec- 
tion, and  give  them  to  drink  of  the  sweet  (libations). 


1 The  vegetable  world,  as  characterized  by  rice,  barley,  wild 
rice,  and  the  like ; vr  't hiyavani v avail i-pka la  lahsh<mamy  puiram , 
t a nay  am,  vatsam  iva. 
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G.  Divine  Agni,  giver  of  dwellings,  knower  of  all 
that  exists,  extend  to  us  that  benevolence  which,  un- 
shared by  others,  cherishes  us  like  the  showers  of  the 
rain-cloud;  that  kindness  which  is  beneficent  for  all 
mankind. 

StiKTA  V.  (LVIII.) 

The  deities  arc  the  Ax  trim ; the  Rishi  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  The  milch-cow  (the  dawn)  yields  the  desired  • 
milk  to  the  ancient  (Agni)  ; the  son  of  the  south1 
passes  within  (the  firmament) ; the  bright-houred 
(day)  brings  the  illuminative  (sun):  the  praiser 
awakes  (to  glorify)  the  Aswins  preceding  the  dawn. 

2.  The  well-yoked  (horses)  bear  you  both  in  your 
truth- (preserving  car)  : the  offerings  proceed  towards 
you  as  (children  to  their  parents)  : discard  from  us 
the  disposition  of  the  niggard : we  have  made  ready 
for  you  our  offering : come  to  our  presence. 

3.  Dasras,  with  well-yoked  horses  and  well-con- 
structed car,  hear  this  praise  of  the  worshipper,  for 
have  not  the  ancient  sages  declared  you,  Aswins,  to 
be  most  ready  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the  destitute. 

4.  If  you  regard  (my  prayer),  come  with  your 
quick  steeds : all  men,  Aswins,  invoke  you : to  you 
they  offer  the  sweet  (Soma)  juice  mixed  with  milk,  as 
friends  (give  gifts  to  friends) : the  sun  is  in  advance, 
(therefore  come  to  the  rite). 

5.  Eclipsing  (by  your  splendour)  many  regions, 
Aswins,  (come  hither) ; loud  praise  awaits  you  opu- 
lent (Aswins)  amongst  men:  come  to  this  rite  by  the 


1 Dakshindyah  pulrah ; that  is,  Ushasah  putruh  Sdrya,  the 
sun,  the  son  of  the  dawn. 


Varpa  III. 
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paths  traversed  by  the  gods : here,  Dasras,  are  ample 
stores  of  the  exhilarating  juices.1 

6.  Your  ancient  friendship  is  desirable  and  auspi- 
cious; your  wealth,  leaders  (of  rites),  is  in  the  family 
of  Jaunu:2  renewing  that  auspicious  friendship,  may 
we,  your  associates,  delight  you  with  the  sweet  ( Soma 
juice). 

7.  Aswins,  endowed  with  power,  ever  young,  in 
whom  is  no  untruth,  unwearied,  munificent,  accepters 
(of  libations),  drink  with  Vayu  and  your  steeds, 
rejoicing  together,  of  the  Soma  libation  offered  at  the 
close  of  day. 

8.  Aswins,  abundant  (sacrificial)  viands  are  pre- 
sented to  you,  and  blameless  worshippers  (salute  you) 
with  praises : your  water-shedding  car,  attracted  by 
the  sacrificers,  quickly  compasses  earth  and  heaven. 

9.  Aswins,  this  most  sweet  Soma  is  mixed;  drink 
it:  come  to  (our)  dwelling:  your  car,  repeatedly  be- 
stowing wealth,  is  coming  to  the  appointed  place3  of 
the  offerer  of  the  libation. 

S6kta  VI.  (LIX.) 

The  deity  is  Mitra;  the  Rishi , Viswa'mitra;  the  metre  of 

the  first  five  verses  is  Trishtubh,  of  the  last  four  G&yatri . 

1.  Mitra,4  when  praised,  animates  men  to  exer- 


1 JSidhayo  madhundm : according  to  Sdyana , nidlii  is  here 
a kind  of  vessel,  pdtraviseshah. 

2 Yuvor  dravinam  Jahnavyam  : the  latter  is  derived  from 
Jahnuf  and  is  explained  merely  by  J ihnu h ulnjdyd rn,  in  her 
born  in  the  race  of  Jahnu : it  might  imply  the  Ganges,  Jdhnavt, 
if  we  had  reason  to  suppose  the  legend  of  her  origin  from  Jahnu 
was  known  to  the  Vedas  : of  course  it  was  familiar  to  Sdyana . 

3 Nishhritam,  according  to  Ydska,  iVtr.  xil.  7,  is  the  place  of 
agreement,  nir  ityeshah  samityetasya  sthdne : it  may  be 
rendered  by  griha,  house. 

4 Mitra  is  said  herQ  to  signify  the  sun,  he  who  is  measured 
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tion : Indra  sustains  both  the  earth  and  heaven : 
Mitra  looks  upon  men  with  unclosing  eyes:  offer  to 
Mitra  the  oblations  of  clarified  butter. 

2..  May  that  mortal  enjoy  abundance,  Mitra,  who 
presents  thee,  Aditya,  (with  offerings)  at  the  sacred 
rite ; protected  by  thee  he  is  not  harmed ; he  is  not 
overcome  by  any  one ; sin  reaches  him  not,  either  from 
afar  or  nigh. 

3.  May  we,  exempt  from  disease,  rejoicing  in 
(abundant)  food,  roaming  free* 1  over  the  wide  (expanse) 
of  the  earth,  diligent  in  the  worship  of  Aditya,  ever 
be  in  the  good  favour  of  Mitra. 

4.  This  Mitra  has  been  engendered  adorable  and 
to  be  served,  the  sovereign  (over  all),  endowed  with 
vigour,  the  creator  (of  the  universe) ; may  we  ever  be 
in  the  good  favour,  in  the  auspicious  approbation,  of 
this  adorable  (Aditya). 

5.  The  great  Aditya,  the  animator  of  men  to  ex- 
ertion, is  to  be  approached  with  reverence : he  is  the 
giver  of  happiness  to  him  who  praises  him : offer  with 
fire  the  acceptable  libation  to  that  most  glorifiable 
Mitra. 

6.  Desirable  food  and  most  renowned  wealth2  are 
(the  gifts)  of  the  divine  Mitra,  the  supporter  of  man. 


or  appreciated  (miyate)  by  all,  anti  who  preserves  ( trdyate ) the 
world,  by  bestowing  rain  : much  the  same  rendering  of  the  text 
is  given  by  Yaska , Nir.  x.  22. 

1 Mitajnavah ; mitajanukd , with  measured  knees,  literally  j 
which  Sayana  explains,  yathd  kdmam  sarvatrayachchhantah , 
going  everywhere  at  pleasure. 

2 Yajush  n.  62  : Mahxdhara  renders  avah  by  its  more  usual 
sense  of  protection,  not  as  Sayana f annam,  food  ; and  dyumnam, 
which  the  latter  renders  by  dhanamf  wealth,  the  former  makes 
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7.  The  renowned  Mitra,  wlio  by  bis  might  pre- 
sides over  heaven,  is  lie  who  presides  over  the  earth 
by  (the  gift  of)  food. 

8.  The  five  classes  of  men  have  repaired  to  the 
victorious  Mitra,  for  he  supports  all  the  gods. 

9.  Mitra  is  he  who  amongst  gods  and  men  bestows 
food  as  the  reward  of  pious  acts  upon  the  man  who 
has  prepared  (for  him)  the  lopped  sacred  grass. 

Sf/KTA  VII.  (LX.) 

The  deities  of  the  fii>t  four  verses  are  the  Ribhus,  of  the  three 
last  Indra  ; the  Rishi  is  Viswamitra;  the  metre  Jagati. 

1.  Your  connexion* 1  (with  the  consequences  of 
acts)  Ribiius  is  here  (acknowledged)  by  the  minds  of 
all : desiring  their  share  (of  the  sacrifice),  oh  men, 
they  have  come  with  a knowledge  (of  their  claims)  to 
these  (rites)  : the  sons  of  Sudiianwan,  with  the  devices 
by  which  they  are  victorious  over  foes,  you  have 
accepted  the  share  of  the  sacrifice.'2 


either  fame  or  food,  yaso  annum  vd:  the  epithet  sanasi,  which 
Sdyana  makes  sarvai/i  sambliajaniyam , Maludhara  explains, 
sandtanamy  eternal,  upon  the  authority  of  Yasha , who  includes 
it,  he  says,  among  the  synotiymes  of  purdna , old : it  is  not, 
however,  found  there,  Nigh.  III.  27. 

1 Vo  bandhutd  might  mean,  your  affinity  or  friendship,  but 
the  scholiast  explains  it,  they  who  connect  acts  with  their  fruits, 
badhnanti  phalena  harmdni. 

2 Yajniyam  bhagam  dnasa:  Sdyana  here  explains  the  verb 
as  if  it  were  in  the  second  pers.  plur.  of  the  reduplicate  preterite, 
yuyam  vyapidh  sthaf  you  have  pervaded,  the  Veda  conjugating 
as  in  the  Parasmaipada , instead  of  Atmanepada , as  is  usual : 
so  in  the  third  stanza  we  hare  samdnasuh  instead  of  samdna- 
sire:  the  passage  has  been  cited  in  a former  page,  vol.  I.  p.  49, 
note,  and  is  there  somewhat  incorrectly  translated:  in  Sdhta 
161,  v.  6,  we  have  yajniyam  bhagam  aitana  explained  also 
prdpnutay  obtain  : seethe  hymns  to  the  Ribhus  in  the  first  volume 
p.  45,  and  second  volume,  p.  107:  also  Grammar,  2nd  Ed.  p.  241 . 
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2.  With  those  faculties  by  which  you  have  divided 
the  ladles;  with  that  intelligence  wherewith  you  have 
covered  the  (dead)  cow  with  skin ; with  that  will  by 
which  you  have  fabricated  the  two  horses  (of  Indra)  ; 
with  those  (means),  Ribhus,  you  have  attained  divinity. 

3.  The  Ribhus,  the  performers  of  (good)  works, 
the  grandsons  of  a man,  have  attained  the  friendship 
of  Indra:  they  have  perpetuated  (existence):1  the 
sons  of  Sudiianwan  have  attained  immortality : per- 
formers of  pious  acts  influencing  (the  result),  through 
their  devotion  (they  have  attained  divinity)  by  their 
works.2 

4.  Go  with  Indra  in  his  chariot  when  the  libation 
is  poured  out,  and  be  (welcomed)  with  honour  by  the 
(worshipper)  desiring  (your  favour):  Ribhus,  sons  of 
Sudiianwan,  bestowers  (of  the  rewards  of  pious  acts) 
your  virtuous  deeds,  your  great  faculties,  are  not  to 
be  measured. 

5.  Indra,  along  with  the  food-bestowing  Ribiius, 
accept  with  both  hands  the  (cup  of  the)  effused  Soma 
libation : excited  Maghavan,  by  worship,  rejoice  with 
the  human  sons  of  Sudhanwan  in  the  dwelling  of  the 
donor  (of  the  offering). 

6.  Indra,  the  praised  of  many,  associated  with 
Ribhu,  and  with  VAja,  exult  with  SAcm,3  at  this  our 
sacrifice:  these  self-revolving  (days)  are  devoted  to 
thee,  as  well  as  the  ceremonies  (addressed)  to  the 
gods,  and  the  virtuous  acts  of  man. 

1 Da(ihanvirefns  in  the  former  case  ad/tdravanta,  vol.  I.  p.  49, 
has  no  accusative : the  scholiast,  as  before,  supplies  prandn , 
vitality,  meaning  immortal  life,  as  follows. 

2 See  also  vol.  i.  p.  284. 

3 Or  Sachi  may  mean  harman , act,  rite. 
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7.  Indua,  with'  the  food-bestowing  Ribhus  re- 
warding  (worship)  with  food,1  come  hither  to  (receive) 
the  reverential  praise  of  the  adorer,  with  a hundred 
quick-going  steeds,  the  indications  (of  the  M aruts) : 
come  to  the  burnt  offering  of  the  sacrifice,  yielding  a 
thousand  blessings  to  the  sacrificer. 

StfKTA  VIII.  (LXI.) 

The  deity  is  Ushas,  the  dawn  ; the  JRishi  as  before ; the  metre 

Trishtubh . 

1.  Affluent  Usiias,  giver  of  sustenance,  possessed 
of  intelligence,  be  propitiated  by  the  praise  of  him  ' 
who  lauds  thee,  (and  worships)  with  (sacrificial)  food : 
divine  Ushas,  adored  by  all,  who  (though)  ancient  art 
(still)  young,  the  object  of  manifold  worship,  thou  art 
present  at  the  recurring  (morning)  rite. 

2.  Usiias,  who  art  divine  and  immortal,  mounted 
in  a golden  chariot,  do  thou  shine  radiant,  causing  to 
be  heard  the  sounds  of  truth  :2  may  thy  vigorous  and 
well-trained  horses  bring  thee,  who  art  goklen-haired, 
(hither). 

3.  Ushas,  who  spreadest  over  all  the  regions,  thou 
abidest  on  high,  the  ensign  of  the  immortal  (sun), 
purposing  to  travel  the  same  road,  repeatedly  turn 
back  ever  new,  (revolving)  like  a wheel. 

4.  The  opulent  Ushas,  the  bride  of  the  far-darting 


1 Ribkubhir  vdjibhir  vdjayan , implies  a quibble  upon  the 
word  vdja  ; which  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  Ribhus,  put  for  all, 
but  means,  in  its  more  usual  sense,  food. 

2 Sunritd  tray  anti:  the  phrase  has  occurred  before,  vol  i. 
p.  299,  v.  12.,  where  it  is  rendered,  awakener  of  pleasant  voices, 
in  the  sense  explained  note  p.  297,  the  dawn  exciting  or 
awakening  the  true  or  agreeable  cries  of  beasts  and  birds. 
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(sun),  throwing  off  (darkness)  like  a garment,  pro- 
ceeds: diffusing  her  own  (lustre),  auspicious,  pro- 
moting sacred  acts,  she  is  renowned  to  the  ends  of  the 
heaven  and  of  the  earth. 

5.  Offer,  with  your  prostrations,  due  praise  to  the 
divine  Usiias,  shining  upon  you:  the  repository  of 
sweetness1  manifests  her  brightness  aloft  in  the  sky, 
and,  radiant  and  lovely,  lights  the  regions.2 

6.  The  possessor  of  truth  is  recognised  in  the  sky 
by  her  rays : the  possessor  of  wealth  has  taken  a mar- 
vellous station  in  earth  and  heaven : Agni,  soliciting 
alms  of  the  radiant  advancing  Ushas,  thou  obtainest 
thy  desired  treasure  (of  oblations).3 

7.  The  showrerer  (of  rain,  the  sun),  urging  on  the 
dawn,  at  the  root  of  the  truthful  (day)4  hast  pervaded 
the  vast  heaven  and  earth : the  mighty  Usiias,  the 
golden  light,  as  it  were,  of  Mitra  and  Varuna,  dif- 
fuses her  lustre  in  different  directions. 

S6kta  IX.  (LXII.) 

This  hymn  is  divided  into  six  Trichas  or  triplets,  the  deities  of 
which  are  severally,  Indua  and  Varuna,  Bujiiaspati, 
Pushan,  Savitri,  Soma,  and  Mitra  and  Varuna:  Vis- 
wamitra  is  the  Rishi,  or,  according' to  some,  the  last  triplet 
is  ascribed  to  Jamadagni  : the  metre  of  the  three  first  stanzas 
is  Trishtubh , of  the  rest  Gdyatri. 

1.  Indra  and  Varuna,  may  these  people  who  are 


1 Madhudhd  rather  puzzles  the  scholiast  : madhu  nmy  mean, 
he  says,  sweet  words  of  praise,  madhurdni  stutilakshanani 
rdkyani,  or  simply  praise,  stoma ; or,  without  referring  to  its 
etymology,  it  may  be  a name  of  Ushas:  dhd  is  that  which  has 
or  holds. 

2 As  in  S.  49,  v.  4.  of  the  first  Ashtaka. 

3 That  is,  the  sacrificial  fire  is  kindled  at  dawn. 

4 Ritasya , satyabhutasya : it  is  identified  with  truth  as  the 
season  of  the  performance  of  religious  rites. 
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Varga  X. 


relying  upon  you,  and  wandering  about  (in  alarm), 
sustain  no  injury  from  a youthful  (adversary) ; for 
where  is  that  reputation  (you  enjoy)  on  account  that 
you  bestow  sustenance  on  your  friends. 

2.  Most  diligent  (in  pious  rites)  this  (your  wor- 
shipper), Indra  and  VARUNA,  desirous  of  wealth,  in- 
cessantly invokes  you  for  protection : associated  with 
the  Mamts,  with  heaven  and  earth,  hear  my  invocation. 

3.  May  there  be  to  us,  Indra  and  Varuna,  such 
wealth  (as  we  covet) : may  there  be,  Maruts , to  us 
wealth  (of  cattle)  and  numerous  descendants : may 
the  delightful  (wives  of  the  gods)1  shelter  us  with 
dwellings:  may  IIotra  and  Bhaiiati  (enrich)  us  with 
gifts. 

4.  Brihaspati,  friend  of  all  the  gods,  accept  our 
oblations : grant  precious  treasures  to  the  offerer. 

5.  Adore  the  pure  Briiiaspati  at  sacrifices  with  . 
hymns : I solicit  of  him  unsurpassable  strength. 

G.  The  showerer  (of  benefits)  on  men,  the  omniform, 
the  irreproachable,  the  excellent  Brihaspati. 

7.  Divine,  resplendent,  Push  an,  this,  thy  most 
recent  laudation,  is  uttered  by  us  to  thee. 

8.  Be  pleased  by  this  my  praise,  and  incline  to 
this  food-supplicating  laudation  as  an  uxorious  (hus-  * 
band)  to  his  wife. 

9.  May  that  Pushan,  who  looks  upon  all  the  worlds, 
who  thoroughly  contemplates  them,  be  our  protector. 

10.  We  meditate  on  that  desirable  light  of  the 
divine  Savitri,  who  influences  our  pious  rites.2 


1 The  text  lias  only  Varutrth  : the  scholiast  explains  it  sarvaih 
mmbhaja n iydt  devapatiiyah,  to  he  admired  by  all ; the  wives  of 
the  gods ; which  agrees  with  the  specification  of  the  two  god- 
desses that  follows. 

2 This  is  the  celebrated  verse  of  the  Vedas  which  forms  part 
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11.  Desirous  of  food,  we  solicit  with  praise,  of  the 
divine  Savitri,  the  gift  of  aflluence. 

12.  Devout  and  wise  men,  impelled  by  intelligence, 


of  the  daily  devotions  of  the  Brahmans,  and  was  first  made 
known  to  English  readers  by  Sir  W.  Jones’  translation  of  a 
paraphrastic  interpretation : he  renders  it,  Let  us  adore  the 
supremacy  of  that  divine  sun,  the  godhead,  who  illuminates  all, 
who  recreates  all,  from  whom  all  proceed,  to  whom  all  must 
return,  whom  we  invoke  to  direct  our  understandings  aright  in 
our  progress  towards  his  holy  seat  (Works,  8vo.  vol.  xiii.  p.  307) : 
the  text  has  merely  Tat  savitvr  varenyam  bhartjo  devasija 
dhimahi,  dhiyo  yo  nahprachodaydt : the  last  member  may  be  also 
rendered,  who  may  animate  or  enlighten  our  intellects : the  verse 
occurs  in  the  Yajush , III.  35,  and  in  the  Sdman , n.  8,  12:  both 
commentators  are  agreed  to  understand  by  Savitri , the  soul,  as 
one  with  the  soul  of  the  world,  Brahma,  but  various  meanings 
are  also  given  : thus,  Sdyana  has,  we  meditate  on  the  light 
which  is  one  with  Brahma,  his  own  light,  which,  from  its  con- 
suming influence  on  ignorance  and  its  consequences,  is  termed 
Bhargas,  and  is  that  which  is  desirable,  from  its  being  to  he 
known  or  worshipped  by  all  ( varenyam ) the  property  of  the 
supreme  being,  ( parameswara ),  the  creator  of  the  world,  and  the 
animator,  impeller,  or  urger  (savitri),  through  the  internally 
abiding  spirit  ( antarydmi ) of  all  creatures  .*  again,  yah,  although 
masculine,  may,  by  Vaidik  licence,  be  the  relative  to  the  neuter 
noun  bhargas , that  light  which  animates  all  (dhiyah)  acts, 
(harmdni), or  illumes  all  understandings  (bvddh'th):  again,  deva- 
sya  savittih.  may  mean,  of  the  bright  or  radiant  sun,  as  the  pro- 
genitor of  all,  sarvasya  prasavitur,  and  bhargas  may  be  under- 
stood as  the  sphere  or  orb  of  light,  the  consumer  of  sins,  papa - 
ndm  tdpakam  tejo-mandalam : again,  bhargas  may  be  inter- 
pret d,  food,  and  the  prayer  may  only  implore  the  sun  to  provide 
sustenance,  tasya  prasaddd  annddilahshanam  phalam  dhimahi, 
tasya  ddhdrabhutd  bhavema,  we  anticipate  from  his  favour  the 
reward  that  is  characterized  by  food  and  the  like,  that  is,  may  wo 
he  supported  by  him  : Mahidhara , in  his  comment  on  the  same 
text  in  the  Yajush,  notices  similar  varieties  of  interpretation 
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adore  the  divine  Savitri  with  sacrifices  and  sacred 
hymns. 

13.  Soma , knowing  the  right  path,  proceeds  (by 
it) : lie  goes  to  the  excellent  seat  of  the  gods,  the 
place  of  sacrifice. 

14.  May  Soma  grant  to  us  and  to  (our)  biped  and 
quadruped  animals,  wholesome  food. 

15.  May  Soma , prolonging  our  lives  and  overcoming 
our  adversaries,  sit  down  in  our  place  of  sacrifice. 

16.  MiTRAandVARUNA,  sprinkle  our  cow-stalls  with 
butter ; performers  of  good  works,  (sprinkle)  the 
worlds  with  honey.1 

17.  Performers  of  pure  rites,  glorified  by  many, 
exalted  by  adoration,  (celebrated)  by  prolonged  praises, 
you  reign  by  the  greatness  of  (your)  strength. 

18.  Glorified  by  Jamadagni,  sit  down  in  the  place 
of  sacrifice  (the  altar) ; drink,  augmenters  (of  the 
reward)  of  sacrifice,  the  Soma  libation.2 


1 Ghritair  gavyutim  uftshatam,  madhva  raj  ansi)  gavyult  is 
explained  either  gavdm  mdrgam , or  gonivdsasthdnam,  and  the 
prayer  implies,  according  to  the  scholiast,  give  us  cows 
abounding  in  milk:  the  verse  occurs  in  the  Yajur  and  Sdma- 
Vedas : the  commentator  on  the  former  explains  Gavyuti either 
the  path  or  sacrifice,  or  a field,  and,  in  the  latter  case,  ex- 
plains, (jhritaih  pure  water,  sprinkle  our  pastures  with  rain  : Mr. 
Stevenson  accordingly  renders  it,  irrigate  the  pasture  lands  with 
showers,  and  refresh  with  waters  the  two  worlds. 

2 These  two  last  verses  occur  also  in  the  Sama-Veda  11.  14, 
15:  as  the  author  of  the  hymn  is  Vlxudmitra,  the  scholiast 
proposes  another  interpretation  of  Jamadagnind , as  an  epithet  of 
Vmcdmitrn , he  by  whom  the  fire  has  been  kindled  : see  former 
note,  Sukfa  liii.  v.  15. 
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ADHYAYA  IV.  (continued). 

MANDALA  IV. 

• • • 

ANUVAKA  I. 

SuKTA  I. 

The  deity^  is  Aoni,  or,  it  may  be,  Varuna  in  the  second,  third, 
and  fourth  stanzas:  the  Iliski  is  Vamadeva  : the  metre  of 
the  first  verse  is  A*hti;  of  the  second,  Atijagatl ; of  the 
third,  Dhriti ; and  Trishtubh  of  the  rest. 

1.  Since  the  emulous  gods  ever  excite  thee,1  Agni,  Varga  xxii. 
who  art  a deity  swift  oFmotion,  (to  contest),  therefore 

do  (thy  worshippers)  urge  thee  by  their  devotions  (to 
bring  the  deities  to  their  sacrifices) : adorable  Agni, 
they  (the  deities),  have  generated  thee,  immortal, 
divine,  all-wise,  as  the  present  divinity  among  men : 
they  have  generated  thee  as  the  all-present,  and  all- 
wise deity.2  * 

2.  Bring  to  the  presence  of  the  worshippers,  Agni, 
thy  brother  Varuna,  as  a participator  of  the  sacrifice, 
with  a willing  mind,  the  elder  participator  of  the  sacri- 
fice; the  ruler  of  the  water,  the  Aditya , the  supporter 

. of  men,  the  sovereign  venerated  by  mankind. 

3.  Friendly  and  beautiful  (Agni),  bring  thy  friend 
(Varuna)  to  our  presence,  as  two  strong  horses 


1 Samanyavo  devasa*  twain  nyerire : samanyavah  is  explained 
by  the  scholiast,  spardhamanah , vieing  with. 

2 We  have  in  this  and  the  next  stanza  the  same  device  that 

* • 

has  occurred  in  the  127th  and  following  Suktas  of  the  first  . 
Mandalay  vol.  n.  p.  19,  which  are  written  in  the  same  long  and 
complex  metre,  the  repetition  at  the  end  of  the  line  of  the 
three  or  four  preceding  words : thu9  we  have  here,  adevam 
janata  prachetasd'm , vixwam  adevam  Janata  prachetamm,  with 
the  sense  partially  modified  in  the  repetition,  at  least  according 
to  the  scholiast. 
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convey  the  swift  chariot  along  the  road  to  it3  goal : 
thou  recelvest,  Agni,  the  gratifying  (oblation)  toge- 
ther with  Varuna,  and  with  the  all-illumining  Maruts: 
grant,  brilliant  Agni,  happiness  to  our  sons  and  grand- 
sons; grant,  beautiful  Agni,  happiness  to  ourselves. 

4.  Mayest  thou,  Agni,  who  art  wise,  avert  from  us 

the  wrath  of  the  divine  Varuna:  do  thou,  who  art  the 
most  frequent  sacrificer,  the  most  diligent  bearer  (of 
oblations),  the  most  resplendent,  liberate  us  from  all 
animosities.  • 

5.  Do  thou,  Agni,  our  preserver,  be  most  nigh  to 
us  with  thy  protection  at  the  breaking  of  this  dawn : 
deprecate  Varuna  for  us,1  and,  propitiated  (by  our 
praise),  feed  upon  the  grateful  (oblation),  and  be  to' 
us  of  auspicious  invocation. 

b.  The  glance  of  this  auspicious  deity,  directed 
towards  men,  is  most  excellent,  most  wonderful,  ac- 
ceptable (to  all),  as  the  pure  warm  butter  (from  the 
milk)  of  the  cow  (is  acceptable)  to  the  deity;  as  the  . 
gift  of  a milch-cow  (is  to  a man). 

7.  These  are  the  supreme,  true,  and  desirable  births  . 
of  this  divine  Agni,2  invested  (with  radiance)  in  the 
unbounded  (firmament):  pure,  bright,  radiant  lord 
(of  all),  may  he  come  (to  our)  sacrifice. 

8.  The  messenger,  the  invoker  (of  the  gods),  riding 


1 Ava  yahshva  no  Varunam  : Sdyana  e xplains  the  verb,  by 
vindsaya , destroy,  and  the  object  is  Varuna  hritam , that  which 
has  been  done  by  Varuna , as  disease  inflicted  by  him,  such  as 
dropsy  ; or  the  term  may  imply  pdpam,  sin  : this  and  the  pre- 
ceding occur,  Yajush , xxi.  3,  4. 

2 As  Affui , Vayu,  and  Sunya,  or  it  may  refer  to  the  places  of 
his  manifestation,  or  earth,  firmament,  and  heaven:  see  vol.  i. 
p.  248,  v.  3. 
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iu  a golden  chariot  with  a tongue  of  dame,  he  fre- 
quents all  the  chambers  (of  sacrifice) ; drawn  by  red 
horses,  embodied,  resplendent,  always  agreeable,  as  a 
dwelling  well  supplied  with  food. 

9.  Associated  with  sacrifice,  and  knowing  those 
men  (who  are  engaged  in  good  works),  they  lead 
him  with  the  strong  cord  (of  praise) : he,  the  divine 
Agni,  fulfilling  (all  desires),  abides  in  the  dwelling  of 
this  mortal,  and  obtains  fellowship  in  his  wealth. 

10.  May  that  wise  Agni  conduct  us  to  that  wealth 
which  is  desired  by  the  devout;  he  whom  all  the  im- 
mortals have  created  for  (the  performance  of)  sacred 
rites;  of  whom  heaven  is  the  parent  and  progenitor, 
and  whom  (the  priests)  verily  sprinkle  (with  oblations). 

11.  He  is  first  engendered  in  the  habitations  (of 
the  sacrificers ; then  upon  his  station,  (the  altar),  the 
base  of  the  vast  firmament  ; without  feet*  without  head, 
concealing  his  extremities,  combining  with  smoke  in 
the  nest  of  the  rain-cloud. 

12.  Radiance  has  first  proceeded  to  thee,  (Agni),  who 
art  glorified  by  praise,  in  the  womb  of  the  water,  in  the 
nest  of  the  rain-cloud:  the  seven  attached  (priests) 
have  engendered  (praise)  to  the  showerer  (of  benefits), 
who  isdesirable,  ever  young,  embodied, and  resplendent. 

13.  In  this  world  our  mortal  forefathers1  departed 
after  instituting  the  sacred  rite,  when,  calling  upon 
the  dawn,  they  extricated  the  milk-yielding  kine, 
concealed  among  the  rocks  in  the  darkness  (of  the 
cave) . 


1 The  Angirasas : the  purport  of  this  and  the  next  verse  is 
obviously  the  attribution  of  the  origin  of  fire-worship  to  Angiras 
and  his  followers. 
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14.  Rending  the  rocks,  they  worshipped  (Agni), 
and  other  (sages)  tauglit  everywhere  their  (acts) : un- 
provided with  the  means  of  (extricating)  the  cattle, 
they  glorified  the  author  of  success,  whence  they  found 
the  light,  and  were  thus  enabled  (to  worship  him)  with 
holy  ceremonies. 

15.  Devoted  (to  Agni),  those  leaders  (of  sacred 
rites),  with  minds  intent  upon  (recovering)  the  cattle, 
forced  open,  by  (the  power)  of  divine  prayer,  the  ob- 
structing, compact,  solid  mountain  confining  the  cows, 
a cow-pen  full  of  kine. 

Varga  xv.  16.  They  first  have  comprehended  the  name  of  the' 
kine,1  knowing  the  thrice  seven  excellent  (forms)  of 
• the  maternal  (rhythm)  ;‘2  then  they  glorified  the  con- 

scious dawns,*  and  the  purple  dawn  appeared  with  the.  • 
radiance  of  the  sun. 

17.  The  scattered  darkness  was  destroyed;  the  fir- 
mament glowed  with  radiance ; the  lustre  of  the 
divine  dawn  arose : then  the  sun  stood  above  the  un- 
decaying mountains,  beholding  all  that  was  fight  or 
wrong  among  mankind. 

18.  Thereupon  awaking,  the  ( Angirasas ) beheld 

• (the  cattle  set  free),  and  seized  upon  the  precious 

• treasures:  the  universal  gods  then  came  to  all  (their) 
dwellings:  Mitra  and  Varuna  may  your  truth  be 
(kept)  to  him  who  worships  (you). 


1 Temanwata  prathamam  ndma  dhenoh : according  to  Say  ana, 
dhenoh  may  mean  vdeh,  speech,  and  with  ndma , stutisddhakam 
sabdamdtram , mere  sound  as  the  means  of  praise:  it  may  also 
have  its  ordinary  sense,  the  passage  refering  to  the  ancient 
nomenclature  of  cattle,  as  uttered  by  the  Angirasas,  as  Ehiy 
surabhi , guggulu , gandhim , &c. 

2 There  aie  twenty-one  metres  of  the  Vedas. 
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19.  May  I glorify  the  present  radiant  Agni,  the 
invoker  (of  the  gods),  the  supporter  of  the  universe, 
most  deserving  of  adoration,  without  .milking  the  • 
pure  udder  (of  the  cow),  without  the  purified  food- of 
the  Soma  offered  in  libation.1 2 3 

20.  May  Agni  be  the  Aditi 2 of  all  those  to  whom 
sacrifice  is  offered ; may  he  be  the  guest  of  all  men : 
receiving  the  (sacrificial)  food  of  the  devout, may  he, 
to  whom  all  is  known,  be  the  bestower  of  felicity. 

’ ' S6kta  II.  (II.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before ; the  metre  is  Trishtubh. 

1.  lie  who  has  been  placed  immortal  among  the 
mortals,4  tfye  observer  of  truth,  a deity  triumphant 
among  gods,  the  invoker  of  the  gods,  the  most 
diligent  sacrificer,  Agni:  he  has  been  placed  (upon 

. the  altar)  to  lighten  (the  ceremony)  by  his  (lustre), 
and  for  the  elevation  of  the  worshipper,  through  ob- 
lations (in  heaven). 

2.  Agni,  son  of  strength,  generated  to  day  at  this 
our  rite,  as  intermediate  between  both  (gods  and  man) 
thou  proceedest,  the  invoker  (of  the  gods),  harness- 

1 According  to  the  scholiast,  this  implies  that  no  offering  is 
made  to  Agni  on  the  occasion  ; praise  alone  is  addressed  to  him. 

2 May  he  be  the  cherisher  of  the  gods  as  if  he  were  Aditi 
their  mother;  or  Aditi  may  mean  the  earth,  that  is,  their  stay 
or  support:  Mahidhara , on  this  verse,  Yajur-Veda , xxxiii. 
16,  explains  it  etymologically ; without  a defect,  yasya  khan - 
danam  vdsti,  adina , not  mean  or  base. 

3 Devdnam  ava  Avrindnah , according  to  Sdyana,  is  participa- 
ting in  the  sacrificial  food  of  the  worshippers:  Mahidhara 
explains  it,  delivering  the  oblations  offered  to  the  gods,  t.  e. 

. through  fire. 

4 Or  among  mortal  organs  of  sense,  Agni  being  that  of  speech : 
agreeably  to  the  text,  A gnir-vdg-bhutwd  mukham  prdvixat. 
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Varga  XVII. 


ing,  graceful  Agni,  thy  robust,  vigorous,  and  resplen- 
dent steeds. 

3.  I celebrate  the  ruddy,  food-bestowing,,  water- 

shedding,  and  swifter-than-thought-going,  steeds  of 

him  who  is  the  truth:  harnessing  the  brilliant  pair 

(to  thy  chariot),  thou  passest  between  the  deities  of 

whom  thou  art,  and  human  worshippers.1 
• • 

4.  Possessed,  Agni,  of  good  steeds,  an*  excellent 
car,  and  abundant  wealth,  do  thou,  amidst  these 
(worshippers)  bring  to  the  man  who  offers  worthy 
oblations,  Aryaman,  Varuna,.  Mitra,  Vishnu,  the 
Maruts , or  the  Aswins. 

5.  May  the  sacrifice,  Agni,  be  productive  of  cows, 
of  sheep,  of  horses,  and,  celebrated  by  thy  worshipper, 
aided  by  the  priests,  be  ever  uninterrupted : may  it, 
mighty  Agni,  be  productive  of  food  and'  progeny, 
long  continued,  affluent,  wide  based,  and  held  in  full 
assembly.2 

G.  Thou  art  the  munificent  recompenser3  of  that 
man  who,  sweating  (with  toil),  brings  thee  fuel,  and 
for  thy  service  causes  his  head  to  ache : protect  him, 
Agni,  from  every  one  that  seeks  to  do  him  evil. 

7.  May  a son,  firm  in  (devotion)  and  liberal  (in 
offerings),  be  born  to  him  who  presents  (sacrificial) 
food  to  thee  when  needing  food,  who  gives  thee  con- 

1 Antariyase  yushmdnsc.hadevdn  vim  a cha  martan , thou 
goest  between,  you  the  gods,  and  men ; you,  is  specified  from 
Agni1  a being  a divinity:  he  goes  to  men  to  receive  the  oblation, 
and  to  the  gods,  of  whom  he  is  one,  to  bear  it  to  them. 

2 Sabhdvan,  in  the  presence  of  spectators,  upadrashtri  sa- 
bhdrupayuhtah. 

3 Swatavdn  payuh  is  explained,  dhanavan  pdlayitri , 
wealthy  preserver. 
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stantly  the  exhilarating  (Soma  juice),  who  welcomes  thee 
as  a guest,  and  devoutly  kindles  thee  in  his  mansion. 

8.  Preserve  from  sin  the  liberal  saerificer  who  glorifies 
thee  morning  and  evening,  and,  presenting  oblations, 
does  what  is  acceptable  to  thee  in  his  own  abode,  like 
a horse  with  golden  caparisons.1  * 

9.  Let  not  him  who  makes  offerings  to  thee,  Agni, 
who  art  immortal,  who  with  uplifted  ladle  pours  out  - 
oblations  repeating  thy  praise,  ever  want  riches,  and 
let  not  the  wickedness  of.  a malevolent  (foe)  circum- 
vent.him. 

10.  May  that  prayer  be  agreeable  to  thee,  Agni, 
who  art  a gracious  deity,  (which  is  uttered)  by  the 
man  with  whose  well-conducted  sacrifice  thou  art  well 
pleased,  youngest  (of  the  gods),  of  whose  (rites)  when 
worshipping  thee  may  we  be  the  promoters. 

1 1 . May  the  wise  Agni  discriminate  between  virtue 
and  vice,  between  (virtuous  and  wicked)  men,  as  a. 
(groom  distinguishes  between)  the  strong  and  weak 
backs  (of  horses) : 2 enrich  us  with  wealth  accompanied 


1 Aswo  na  sice  dame  hemydvdn,  that  is,  according  to  the 
scholiast,  suvarna-nirmita-kakshydvdn , having  a girth  made  of 
gold,  applying  the  Epithet  to  the  horse,  although  separated  by 
swe  damey  in  his  own  house. 

2 This  passage  is  elliptically  and  ’ metaphorically  expressed, 
chittim , achittim , chinavadvi-vidvdn,  may  the  sage  (Agni) 
distinguish  that  which  is  to  be  known,  chittim  jndtavy am  pu- 
nyam,  or  virtue,  and  achittim  achetaniyam,  not  to  be  thought  of, 
or  pdpam,  sin  ; or  chittim  and  achittim  may  be  explained  by 
jndnam  and  ajndnamf  knowledge  and  ignorance  : martan, 
mortals  or  men,  has  no  epithets ; the  scholiast  supplies  them  : 
the  comparison  runs,  prishtheva  vitd  vrijind  cha,  like  backs 
bright,  ( kdntani ) and  ill-bearing  ( durvahdni ) ; for  the  horses 
and  the  groom,  ( aswapala ),  we  are  indebted  to  Sayana. 
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by  virtuous  offspring : be  bountiful  to  the  liberal  giver ; 
shun  him  who  gives  not.  * 

12.  The  unreviled  sages  abiding  in  the  dwellings 
of  man  have  glorified  the  sage  (Agni)  ; therefore,  lord 
of  sacrifice,  thou  mayest  proceed  with  swift-moving 
feet  to  behold  the  admirable  and  marvellous  deities.  _ 

13.  Resplendent  Agni,  youngest  of  the  gods,  the 
satisfier  of  (the  desires  of)  men,  who  art  easily  to  be 
conducted  (to  the  altar),  bestow  joy -yielding  and 
abundant  wealth  for  his  preservation  upon  the  wor- 
shipper who  praises  and  worships  thee  and  offers,  thee  • 
libations. 

14.  Therefore,  Agni,  when  we  labour  for  thee  with 
hands  and  feet,  and  all  our  members,  the  pious  ‘per- 
formers of  rites,  (the  Angirasas ),  exercise  their  arms 
in  the  work  (of  attrition),  as  wheelwrights  fabricate  a 
car. 

.15.  May  we  seven  priests  first  in  order  engender 
from  the  maternal  dawn  the  worshippers  of  the  creator 
(Agni);  may  we  Angirasas  be  the  sons  of  heaven,* 1 

and,  radiant,  divide  the  wealth -containing  mountain.2 

_ • 

1 Divasputra  angiraso  bhavema,  or  may  we,  the  sons  of 
heaven,  be  Angirasas ; or,  according  to  ; the  scholiast,  bhutU 
mantah , possessed  of  superior  power  : according  to  a text  cited 
by  the  commentator,  which,  however,  is  not  very  explicit,  the 
Angirasas  are  the  sons  of  Aditya,  angirasam  ddityaputratwam 
dmnayate  : the  text  is  tasya  yad  ret  ah  prathamam  udadipyata 
tad  asdu  adityo  abhavat , ityupahramya  ye  angdra  dsans-te 
angiraso  abhavan,  that  which  was  his  seed  was  first  manifested 
as  Adityaf  thence,  in  succession,  those  which  were  the  cinders 
became  the  Angirasas  : see  vol.  i.  p.  4. 

2 Adrim  mjema  dlianinam , may  allude  to  the  rock  in  which 
the  cows  were  hidden,  or  adri  may  be  rendered  cloud  ( megha ), 
by  the  disruption  of  which  min  is  made  to  fall. 
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16.  Thus,  Agni,  our  excellent  and  ancient  fore- 
fathers, celebrators  of  holy  sacrifice,  proceeded  to  (the 
region  of)  pure  light,1  and,  reciting  prayers  and  dis-* 
persing  gloom,  they  made  manifest  the  purple  (kine). 

1 7.  Performers  of  good  works,  brilliant  and  devout, 
the  praises  of  the  gods  have  freed  their  birth  from 
impurity,  as  (a  smith  heats)  iron:  exciting  Agni, 
elevating  Indra,  and  wandering  about  (in  search),  they 
have  gone  to  the  vast  (hidden)  herd  of  cattle. 

. 18.  Fierce  (Agni),  when  (Indra)  proclaimed  the 
near  presence  of  the  herd  of  the  kine  of  the  divine 
( Angirasas ) as  a herd  of  cattle  in  a well  stored  stall,’2 
the  progeny  of  mortals  were  thereby  efiabled  (to  per- 

1 Suchid  ayan  didhitim;  dipt  am  sthdnam  tejas  chdyach - 
chhan : Mahidhara,  Yajur , xix.  69,  explains  this  by  ravi  man - 
dalajti,  the  orb  of  the  sun,  and  gives  a different  interpretation 
to  the  last  phrases  ; may  we,  dividing  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and 
.piercing  the  earth  (with  sacrificial  posts  and  the  like),  also  proceed 
by  the  path  of  the  gods,  or  to  heaven  : it  is  rather  a bold 
interpretation,  however,  to  convert  apavran , the  third  plur. 
of  the  third  preterite,  into  apavrinumah , first  plur.  of  the 
present  with  the  sense  of  the  potential : this  and  the  three  fol- 
lowing verses  occur  in  the  Atharva-Veda,  xvm.  3,  21,  24. 

2 Ayutheva  kshumati  pasivoh , akhyat  devdndm  yaj-jani- 
mdntiy  is,  literally,  like  a herd  in  food-possessing  animals,  he 
has  said  of  the  gods  that  which  birth  is  nigh  : janimd , Sayana 
interprets  go-sangham,  and  makes  out  the  rest  as  above  ; or  he 
proposes  an  alternative,  not  more  intelligible  : the  second  half 
of  the  stanza  is  equally  obscure  as  the  first ; martdnam  chid 
urvanrahripran  vridhe  chid  arya  uparasya  dyoh  : urvasih  is 
rendered  by  Sdyana , praja , progeny,  as  if  it  was  the  nomina- 
tive, instead  of  being  the  accus.  plural;  and  if  so,  there  is  no 
nom.  to  akripranj  were  made  able  : the  word  is  remarkable,  and 
is  made  more  so  by  Sdyana' s reference  to  Yaska,  Nir.  v.  1 , 
where  the  Word  means,  as  usual,  Apsaras,  and  the  etymology  is 
ui'vabhya  asnuta,  or  urubhydm  asnuta , who  pervades  or  pro- 

. ceeds  from  the  thigh,  conformably  to  the  Pauranik  legend  of 
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form  pious  acts),  and  the  master  of  the  family  rendered 
competent  to  (provide  for)  the  increase  of  posterity 
•and  (the  support  of)  dependants. . . 

19.  We  have  worshipped  thee  (Agni),.  and  have 
thereby  become  the  performers  of  a good  work,  adoring 
the  full  and  variously  delighting  Agni,  the  beautiful 
lustre  of  the  radiant  divinity,  when  the  brilliant  dawns 
have  arrayed  (themselves)  in  light.* 

• 20.  Creator,  Agni,  we  have  repeated  these  thy 
praises  to  thee  who  art  all-wise ; do  thou  accept  them : 
blaze  aloft;  make  us  opulent:  do  thou  who  art  wor- 
shipped by  many  bestow  upon  us  ample  wealth. 

Sukta  III.  (III). 

The  deity,  IJishi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Secure  Agni,  the  king  of  sacrifice,  the  afflicter 
(of  foes),  the  invoker  (of  the  gods),  the  distributor  of 
food  through  heaven  and  earth,  the  golden  formed,  for 
your  protection,  before  (surprised  by)  sudden  death.* 

2.  This  is  the  altar  which  we  have  decorated  for 
thee,  as  a wife  attached  to  her  husband  puts  on  elegant 
garments  (to  gratify  him) : maturer  of  good  works, 
sit  down  in  our  presence  invested  (with  radiance), 
while  thy  flames  incline  towards  thee. 

3.  Repeat,  oh  priest,  the  praise,  the  prayer,  to  the 
attentive,  the  affable  Agni,  the  beholder  of  man,  the 
giver  of  felicity,  the  divine,  the  immortal;  to  him 
whom  the  effuser  of  the  libation,  like  the  (bruising) 
stone,  adores  aloud. 

her  birth  from  the  thigh  of  Ndrdyana  : see  also  the  Vihramor- 
van  of  Kalidasa , which  shews  the  legend  to  be  ofsome  antiquity. 

1 Purd  tanayitnor  acliittdit , lit.  before  the  unconsciousness 
of  the  thunderbolt;  implying,  according  to  the  scholiast,  a state 
of  unconsciousness,  or  death,  as  sudden  as  if  the  work  of  the 
thunderbolt. 


♦ 
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4.  Thou,  Agni,  presidest  over  this  our  rite:  do 
thou,  who  art  cognizant  of  truth,  and  the  author  of 
good  works,  recognise  this  our  adoration,  whenever 
these  exhilarating  prayers  (are  addressed)  to  thee, 
whenever  friendly  relations  with  thee  are  (established) 
in  our  dwelling. 

5.  Why,  Agni,  dost  thou  reproach  us  (for  our  sin) 
to  Varuna,  why  to  the  heaven?  what  is  our  offence? 
why  repeat  it  to  the  bountiful  MlTRA,  to  earth,  to 
Aryaman,  or  to  Bhaga? 

■ 6.  Why  repeat  it  when  exalted  in  holy  ceremonies? 
why  tell  it  to  the  mighty,  benevolent,  circumambient, 
truthful  wind?  why,  Agni,  to  earth,  why  to  man- 
destroying  ltUDRA  ? 1 

7.  Why  to  the  great  and  nutriment-conveying 
Pushan?  why  toltuDJU,  the  object  of  worship,  the  giver 
of  the  oblation  (to  the  gods)  ? why  to  the  many-hymnod 
Vishnu?  why  tell  our  sin  to  the  extensive  year?2 

8.  Why  tell  it  to  the  veracious  company  of  the 

1 Rudrdya  nri-ghne,  the  man-slayer,  Rudra ; the  scholiast 
says,  of  wicked  men: 

2 Sarave  vrihatyai : saruh,  sarat,  samvatsarah , or  saru,  may 
mean  nirriti , the  female  personification  of  evil,  who,  by  some 
unaccountable  inadvertence,  I have  turned,  in  a former  passage, 
into  a male  deity  : see  vol.  i.  p.  107,  verse  0 : nirriti  docs  occur, 
however,  in  the  masculine;  as  in  the  scholia  on  the  Taittiriya 
Yajush,  i.  2,  11 : nirritir  yajnavighdti  rdkshaaah , an  evil 
spirit  disturbing  sacrifice.  Cal.  Ed.  p.  405:  and  in  the  comment 
of  Rltaratasena  on  the  word  nairrita  frt  the  Amara  kosha , 
I.  1,  50,  he  gives  nirriti  as  synonymous  with  nairrita ; nirritir 
era  nairrita  iti  vd,  citing  the  Ratna  honha  in  confirmation, 
nairritas  tu  khasdputro  rdkshaso  nirritis-cha  sah , Nairrita , 
the  son  of  Khasd,  a Rdkshasa , he  is  also  Nirriti  : in  the  passage 
of  the  first  Asktaka  adverted  to,  the  epithets  are  feminine,  and 
the  change  of  sex  is  unwarranted. 
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Manets'!  why,  even  when  asked,  to  the  mighty  sun? 
why  repeat  it  to  Aditi,  or  to  the  swift  wind?  fulfil, 
all-knowing  Jatayedas,  (the  worship)  of  heaven. 

• 9.  I solicit,  Agni,  the  milk  of  the  cow,  essential  for  the 
sacrifice : yet  immature,  ( she  possesses)  the  sweet  and 
ripe  (fluid) : black  though  she  be,  jet  with  her  white 
nutritious  milk  she  maintains  mankind  in  existence. 

10.  The  male  Agni,  the  showerer  (of  benefits),'  has 
been  sprinkled  by  the  genuine  sustaining  milk : the 
giver  of  food  proceeds  unswerving  (from  his  course), . 
and  the  sun,  the  shedder  of  rain,  has  milked  the  white 
(fluid)  of  the  udder  (of  the  firmament).1 

• 11.  By  the  sacrifice,  the  Angirasas , rending  the 
Varga  xxii.  mountain  asunder,  have  thrown  it  open,  and  returned 

with  the  cows:  the  leaders  (of  holy  rites)  have  arrived 
happily  at  the  dawn,  and  the  sun  was  manifest  as 
Agni  was  engendered.2 

'12.  By  sacrifice,  Agni,  the  divine  rivers,  immortal, 

unobstructed,  continue  perpetually  to  flow  with  sweet 

waters,  like  a horse  that  is  being  urged  in  his  speed. 

• 

13.  Go  not  ever,  Agni,  to  the  sacrifice  of  any  one 
who  injures  us ; nor  to  that  of  a malevolent  neighbour; 
nor  to  that  of  an  (unnatural)  relation : accept  not  the 
due  (oblation)  from  an  insincere  brother : let  us  not 
derive  enjoyment  from  the  enemy  of  a friend. 

* 14.  Agni,  worthily  worshipped,  conservator,  con- 

ciliated (by  our  offerings),  protect  us  with  thy  pro- 
tections: enlighten  us:  entirely  extirpate  our’ sin; 
overcome  the  great  and  exulting  Rakshasas . 

1 Dudufie  'prisnir-udhas : Prisni  h^re,  according  to  the  com- 
ment, is  a synonyme  of  Sun/a. 

2 Alluding  to  the  early  morning  sacrifice  with  fire,  probably 
instituted  by  the  Angirasas. 
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1 5.  Be  propitiated,  Agni,  by  these  hymns  ; accept, 
hero,  these  (sacrificial)  viands  (presented)  with  praises : 
be  pleased,  Angiras,  by  our  prayers : may  the  adora-  . 
tion  addressed  to  the  gods  exalt  thee. 

16.  Agni,  creator,  to  thee  who  art  wise,  acquainted 
with  the  past,  I address,  oh  sage,  these  soliciting 
mysterious  words,  (these)  ever-to-be-recited  poems,1 
together  with  praises  and  prayers. 

StJKTA  IV.  (IV.) 

• • 

The  deity  is  Agni,  the  Rakshas- slayer;  the  Rishi  and  metre 

as  before. 

1.  Put  forth  thy  strength,  Agni,  as  a fowler  Varga  xxm. 
spreads  a capacious  snare:  proceed  like  a king  at- 
tended by  his  followers  on  his  elephant : 2 thou  art  the 

scatterer  (of  thy  foes) : following  the  swift-moving 
host3  consume  the  Rdkshasas  with  thy  fiercest  flames. 

2.  Thy  swift  and  errant  flames  descend  (on  every 
side);  fierce-shining  with  vigour  consume  (the  foe): 

1 Nivachana  ( ni ) kdvydni ; nitaram  vaktavyani,  havibhih 
kritani,  those  which  are  made  by  poets  ever  to  be  recited. 

2 Rdjevamavdn  ibhena : the  latter  ( xbha ) may  mean  fearless, 

(host  understood)  gatabhayena , or,  as  "usual,  hastind:  arna  has 
also  different  interpretations,  a minister,  for  amdtya , or  ama,  an 
associate  ; or  sickness,  inflicting  it  on  the  foe : the  verse  occurs 
in  the  Nii-nUta,.  vi.  13,  and  is  explained  as  in  the  text;  and 
again  in  the  Yajush , xm.  9,  with,  upon  the  whole,  a similar 
explanation. 

3 Trishwim  anu  prasitim  drunduiah  is  explained  by  Sayanat 
kahiprayd  manim  prakrishtdni  senam  anngachchhan:  Y ash  a 
puts  the  two  first  into  the. third  case,  trishvyd  anu  prasitya , but 
does  not  give  any  meaning  to  the  latter:  the  first  he  explains 
quick  : Say  ana  also  gives  the  reading,  and  explains  the  noun  by 
santatayd  gatydt  with  extended  or  continuous  march : Maid - 
dhara  gives  praMti  the  import  it  had  in  the  first  part  of  the  verse, 
a net,  a snare : this  and  the  three  following  verses  occur  in  the 
Yajush,  xm.  10, 13  : the  explanation  occasionally  slightly  varies. 
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scatter,  Agni,  with  the  ladle  (of  oblation),  scorching 
flames,  and  sparks,  and  brands. 

3.  Do  thou,  who  art  most  rapid,  direct  th’y  (flames) 
against  opposing  (rays),1  and,  unresisted,  become  the 
protector  of  this  thy  people  against  the  calumiator 
who  is  remote  or  who  is  nigh : let  no  malevolent  (foe) 
prevail  against  us  (who  are)  thy  wgrshippers. 

4.  Sharp-weaponed  Agni,  rise  up;  spread  wide 
(thy  flames)  against  (the  Ildkshasas) ; entirely  con- 
sume the  foes:  blazing  Agni,  burn  down  him  who  acts 
as  an  enemy  towards  us2  liEe  a piece  of  dry  timber. 

5.  Rise  up,  Agni,  chastise  those  who  overpower 
us;  manifest  thy  divine  energies;  slacken  the  strong 
(bowstrings)  of  the  malignant  kings;  destroy  those 
(who  are  hostile),  whether  kindred  or  unallied.3 4 

6.  He  experiences  thy  good  favour,  youngest  (of 
the  gods),  who  offers  praise  to  thee,  a Brahman, 
coming  quickly  (to  bestow  felicity):1  to  him  are  all 
prosperous  days  and  wealth  (of  cattle)  and  treasures : 
do  thou,  as  the  lord  of  sacrifice,  shine  upon  his 
dwelling.5 


1 Prati  spaso  visrija  : spasah  is  explained  by  Say  ana,  para- 
badhaliun  rasmir , or  he  says  it  may  mean  chdrdn,  spies,  sent 
to  determine  between  true  and  false,  mtydnritavivekdrtham  ; so 
Mahidhara  interprets  it,  pranidhin , but  be  understands  by  it 
binders,  imprisoners,  bandhanahritah. 

? Ardtim  ckakre  may  also  mean  who  annuls  or  prevents  our 
donation,  one  who  makes  a gift  no  gift. 

3 Jdmin\-aj dmim , bandhum  abandiium ; or  it  may  mean 
whether  formerly  overcome  or  not:  Mahidhara  explains  it 
punaruhtam  apunaruhtam , repeated  or  not  repeated;  or  pnnak 
punasfdditam  atdditam , repeatedly  chastised  or  not  chastised. 

4 Irate  brahmane : we  have  no  explanation  of  the. latter  ex- 
cept parivridh&ya , fo  the  greatly  augmented. 

5 Aryo  vi  dura  abhidyaut , is  also,  as  Sdyana  observes,  dif* 
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7.  May  the  liberal  man  ever* be  prosperous  who.  . 
propitiates  thee  with  constant  oblations  and  praises : 
may  all  the  days  in  his  arduous  life  be  prosperous, 
and  may  this  (his)  sacrifice  be  ( productive  of  reward). 

8.  I reverence  thy  good  favour,  Agni  : may  this 
reiterated  and  resounding  hymn  convey  due  praise  to 
thy  presence : may  we  be  possessed  of  good  horses  and 
good  cars,* 1  that  we  may  pay  thee  homage;  and  do 
thou  daily  bestow  upon  us  riches. 

9.  May  every  one  of  his  own  accord  diligently 
worship  thee,  shining  in  the  (hall)  morning  and  even- 
ing, every  day : thus,  sporting  in  our  dwellings, 

(enjoying)  the  wealth  of  (hostile)  man,  may  we  with 
happy  hearts  worship  thee. 

10.  Thou,  Agni,  art  the  protector  of  him  who, 
possessed  of  good  horses  and  a 'golden  car,  approaches 
thee  with  a chariot  laden  with  wealth : thou  art  the 
friend  of  him  wrho  gratifies  thee  by  the  due  perform- 
ance of  hospitality  to  thee. 

1 1 . ‘Invoker  (of  the  gods),  youngest  (of  the  deities) ; Varga  XXV. 
possessed  of  excellent  wisdom,  through  the  alliance 

(with  thee  produced)  by  holy  texts,  which  came  to 
me  from  my  father  Gotama,  I demolish  the  powerful 
(demons)  : do  thou,  who  art  the  humbler  (of  foes),  be 
cognizant  of  our  praises. 

. 12.  All-wise  Agni,  may  thy  protecting  (rays),  un-  • 
slumbering,  alert,  propitious,  unslothful,  benignant, 
unwearied,  co-operating,  having  taken  their  place  (at 
this  sacrifice),  preserve  us. 


ferently  rendered  by  some,  he  the  worshipper  ‘especially  shines 
over  his  house,  aryo  yajam&no  grihan  abhi  viseshena  dyotate. 

1 This,  according  to  the  scholiast,  is  metaphorical  for  may 
we,  being  with  sons,  grandsons,  and  the  like,  worship  thee. 
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13.  Those  thy  protecting  (rays),  Agni,  which,  be- 
holding (what  had  chanced),  preserved  the  blind  son 
of  MamatA  from  misfortune:1  he,  knowing  all  things, 
cherished  those  benevolent  (rays),2  and  his  enemies, 
intending  to  destroy  him,  wrought  him  no  harm. 

14.  Agni,  who  art  freed  from  shame,  by  thee  we 
are  made  opulent ; by  thee  we  are  protected ; may  we, 
through  thy  guidance,  attain  abundant  food : cherisher 
of  truth,  destroy  both  (sorts  of  calumniators),  those 
who  are  nigh,  those  who  are  far  off,  and  in  due  course 
fulfil  (our  desires). 

15.  May  we  propitiate  thee,  Agni,  by  this  fuel : 
accept  the  praise  that  is  recited  by  us : consume  the 
unadoring  Rakshasas ; thou  who  art  to  be  honoured  by 
(thy)  friends,  preserve  us  from  the  reproach  of  the 
oppressor  and  the  reviler. 


ADHYAYA  V. 


MANDALA  IV.  Continued. 

• • 

ANUVAKA  I.  Continued. 

Sijkta  V.  (V.) 

The  deity  is  Aqni  as  Vaisvvanara;  the  Rishi  Vamadeva  ; 

the  metre  Trishtuhh . 

1.  How  may  we  present  rejoicing  (fit  offerings)  to 
Agni,  the  showerer  (of  benefits);  to  VaiswAnara, 
lie,  who  bright  with  great  lustre,  sustains  the  heaven, 


1 Allusion  is  made,  according  to  the  commentator,  to  the  well- 
known  filthy  legend  of  the  birth  of  Dirghatamas , who,  it  is 
here  said  by  Sdyana , recovered  his  sight  by  worshipping  Agni. 

2 Rarahsha  tan  mhrito  vizwavedas : it  i9  not  very  clear 
whether  viswavedas  applies  to  Agni  or  to  Dirghatamas : Say  ana, 
by  inserting  bhavdn , your  honour,  adopts  the  former,  but  it 
seems  questionable. 
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with  his  entire  vast  and  insupportable  (bulk),  as  a 
pillar  (sustains  a roof). 

2.  Reproach  not  the  divine  (Agni),  who,  accepting 
the  oblation,  has  given  this  wealth  to  me,  his  mortal 
(worshipper)  of  mature  (intellect) ; Agni,  who  is  wise, 
immortal,  discriminating,  (who  is)  YaiswXnara, 
chief  conductor  (of  rites),  the  mighty. 

3.  May  Agni,  filling  both  (the  middling  and  most 
excellent  condition),1  bright  shining,  of  manifold 
vigour;  the  showerer  of  (benefits),  the  possessor  of 
affluence,  (who  comprehends)  by  (his)  wisdom  the 
mysterious  sacred  hymn,  as  (they  track)  the  footsteps 
of  a (missing)  cow,  reveal  (the  sense)  to  me.2 

4.  May  the  sharp-toothed  Agni,  possessed  of  ex- 
cellent wealth,  consume  with  his  fierce  radiance  those 
(adversaries)  who  injure  the  firm  and  valued  glories 
of  the  sapient  Varuna  and  Mitra. 

5.  Like  women  who  have  no  brethren,  going  (about 
from  their  own  to  their  father’s  house),  women  adverse 
to  their  lords  going  astray,  so  the  wicked,  false  (in 
thought),  false  (in  speech),3  they  give  birth  to  this 
deep  abyss  (of  hell).4 

1 Dwibarhd , is  explained  by  the  scholiast,  dwayor  madh- 
yamotiamayoh  sthdnayoh  paidvridkah. 

2 Sdma-mahi-padam  tia  (joh  apagulham  vividwdn  agnirmah - 
yam  predu  vochan  manisham : the  detached  position  of  several 
of  these  words  makes  the  sense  somew  hat  uncertain ; manisham , 
the  scholiast  connects  with  Sama,  and  explains  it  jndtavyam , 
what  is  to  be  known  : apagulham  atyanlarahasyam  he  would 
seem  to  attach  to  padam , but  both  renderings  are  perhaps 
questionable. 

^Anritah,  mdnasasatyarah itd ; asatydh,  vdchihasatyarahitah. 

4 Idam  padam  ajanatd  gabhiram , they  engender  this  deep 
station,  that  is,  according  to  Sdyana , narakastkdnam. 
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6.  Purifier,  Agni,  bestow  on  me,  not  neglecting  thy 
worship,  this  acceptable  and  vast  (wealth),  like  a 
heavy  load  on  a feeble  (bearer),  together  with  in- 
vigorating food ; (wealth),  secure,  abundant,  tangible, 
and  consisting  of  the  seven  elements.1 

7.  May  our  (sclf)-purifying  praise,  suited  to  his 
glory,  and  accompanied  by  worship,  quickly  attain  to 
that  omniform  (VaiswAnara)2  whose  swift-ascending 
brilliant  (orb)  is  stationed  on  the  east  of  the  earth,  to 
mount,  like  the  sun,  above  the  immoveable  heaven.3 

8.  What  objection  (can  be  offered)  to  this  my 
assertion,  that  they  affirm  that  the  milk  of  the  kine, 
which  (the  milkers)  obtain  like  water,  is  placed  in 
concealment  (by  VaiswAnara),  and  cherishes  the  ex- 
cellent and  valued  expanse  of  the  wide  earth. 

9.  I recognise  this  adorable  assemblage  of  the  great 
(deities),4  which  from  of  old  the  milk-shedding  cow 
affects,  shining  above  the  region  of  water,  (the  firma- 
ment), in  secret;  swift  gliding,  swift  moving. 

10.  Then,  radiant  in  association  with  the  parents, 
(heaven  and  earth),  lie  is  awakened  (to  drink)  the 
agreeable  secretion  of  the  cow,  and  the  tongue  of  the 


1 Saptadhatu , the  scholiast  says,  means  seven  sorts  of  animals, 
agreeably  to  the  text,  Sapta  gramyah  pasavah  saptdranydk, 
seven  tame,  seven  wild  animals. 

2 Vaiiwdnara  is  here  said  to  be  understood  in  the  sense  of  the 
sun,  upon  the  authority  of  Yaska,  or,  according  to  different 
opinions,  the  word  expresses  agni  as  lightning,  or  aditya. 

3 Sasasya  charman  adhi  prisneh  the  scholiast  explains 
swapata  iva  nisckalasya  dyulohasya  upari  charandya,  for  going 
above  the  immoveable  heaven  like  the  sun. 

4 Mahamdnikam , the  solar  orb,  according  to  the  scholiast 
identified  with  vaUwdnara,  suryamandalam  vaixicanara. 
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assiduous  (performer  of  holy  rites),1  the  resplendent 
showerer  (of  benefits),  approaching  the  excellent  sta- 
tion of  the  maternal  (cow),  seeks  to  drink  the  milk. 

1 1 . Interrogated  with  respect,  I declare  the  truth, 
that  this  (wealth  is  acquired),  Jata  Vedas,  by  the 
praise  of  thee:  thou  rulest  over  it,  (over)  all  that  (it 
may  be),  the  wealth  that  is  in  heaven  or  on  earth. 

12.  What  is  the  value  of  this  (wealth)  to  us  ? what 
is  its  advantage  ? inform  us,  JAtavedas,  for  thou 
knowest : (tell  us)  what  is  the  best  (course)  for-  us  on 
this  secret  path,  so  that  we  may  follow  unreproached 
the  direct  road. 

13.  What  is  the  limit,  what  are  the  objects,  which 
is  the  desirable  (end)  to  which  we  rush  like  swift 
(chargers)  to  the  battle?  when  for  us  will  the  divine 
dawns,  the  brides  of  the  immortal  (sun),  overspread 
(the  ■world)  with  light. 

1 4.  ( Men  are)  not  satisfied  by  unproductive,  frivo- 
lous, inconclusive,  scanty  speech;  then  what,  Agni, 
do  they  here  say  to  thee  ? devoid  of  the  implements 
(of  worship),  let  them  suffer  from  distress.2 

15.  For  the  prosperity  of  this  (institutor  of  the 
rite),  the  host  (of  the  flames)  of  the  kindled  (Agni), 
the  showerer  (of  benefits),  the  giver  of  dwellings,  has 
blazed  in  the  hall  (of  sacrifice) ; clothed  in  radiance, 


1 The  text  has  only  prayatasyaf  which  the  commentator  am- 
plifies into  dhavaniyudirupena  niyatasya  vaUudnarasya,  of 
vaurvanara  active  in  the  form  of  the  dkavaniya  fire  and  the 
rest. 

. a That  is,  if  they  pretend  to  worship  Agni  without  the  oblation, 
and  other  materials  of  a burnt  offering,  they  cannot  expect  his 
favour. 

L 2 
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beautiful  in  semblance,  and  glorified  by  many,  he 
shines  like  a man  with  opulence.1 

StiKTA  VI.  (VI.) 

The  deity  is  Agni,  the  Rishi  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Agni,  ministrant  of  the  sacrifice,  do  thou  who 
art  entitled  to  worship,  be  above  us  in  this  offering  to 
the  gods ; for  thou  prevailest  over  all  that  is  desirable  ;2 
thou  inspirest  the  praise  of  the  worshipper. 

2.  The  unperplexed,  the  sagacious,  exhilarating 
Agni,  the  ministrant  priest,  has  been  placed  amongst 
men  for  (the  celebration  of)  sacrifices : like  the  sun, 
he  spreads  light  above,  and  props  the  smoke  above  the 
sky  like  a pillar. 

3.  The  ladle  filled  (with  butter)  is  prepared : prompt 
(in  act),  opulent  (with  the  oblation),  the  multiplying 
(priest),  conducting  (the  worship)  of  the  gods,  cir- 
cumambulates (the  fire) : the  newly-trimmed  post  is 
set  up,  the  impending  shining  axe  falls  upon  the 
victims. 

4.  When  the  sacred  grass  is  strewn  and  the  fire  is 
kindled,  the  Adhwaryii  rises,  propitiating  (the  gods), 
and  Agni,  the  offerer  of  the  oblation,  ancient  and  mul- 
tiplying (the  offering,)  thrice  circumambulates  (the 
victim)  like  a keeper  of  cattle.3 


1 Kshitir-na  rdyd , like  a raja , or  the  like,  with  wealth  of 
cattle  and  treasure,  rdyaswddind  dhanena  rdjddiriva . 

2 Vi  swam  abhyasi  manma : the  last  is  interpreted  by  Sayan  a, 
mananiyam  satrunam  dhanam  abhibhavasi , thou  conquerest 
the  desirable  wealth  of  foes. 

3 The  expression  is  not  very  clear,  P ary  agnistrivislit  yeti , 
Agni  goes  round,  having  thrice  returned,  trir-dvritya  paryeti , 
or  trirhi  par y agni h kriyate , Agni  is  thrice  made  around,  which 
would  imply  that  the  fire  was  thrice  circumambulated  : the  next 
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5.  Agni,  the  sacrifice!*,  the  exhilarator,  the  sweet- 
spoken,  the  object  of  sacrifice,  moving  measuredly, 
circumambulates  (the  victim)  of  his  own  (accord) ; the 
bright  (rays)  of  him  (fed)  with  (sacrificial)  food, 
spread  around  :* l 2  all  the  regions  are  alarmed  when  he 
blazes. 

6.  Bright-shining  Agni,  beautiful  and  auspicious 
is  the  semblance  of  thee,  who  art  terrible  and  wide- 
spreading,  for  (the  nights)  hide  not  thy  splendour 
with  darkness,  nor  do  the  malignant  (spirits)  inflict 
any  injury  on  thy  person. 

7.  Of  whom,  progenitor  (of  mankind),  the  benevo- 
lence is  never  checked ; whose  parents  need  not  urge 
him  to  exertion  f so  that  the  well-satisfied,  purifying 
Agni  shines  like  a friend  amongst  men,  the  descendants 
of  Manu.3 

8:  Agni,  whom  the  twice  five  sisters4  dwelling 
amongst  men,  the  descendants  of  Manu,  have  engen- 
dered, like  females,  (awaking)  him  at  dawn,5  feeding 

stanza,  however,  clearly  shews  that  it  is  Agni  who  goes  round, 
either  the  altar  or  the  victim:  Sdyana  says  the  latter, parito 
gachchhati  j>asum. 

1 Anya  vdjino  na  solid  may  also  be  rendered  asn  a iva  diptayo 
dravanti,  his  rays  spread  fast  like  horses. 

2 Na  niatard  pitard  nu  chid  ishtau , nor  mother  and  father, 
i.  e.  heaven  and  earth,  are  quickly  powerful  in  urging  him  : 
yasya  preshane  kthipram  eva  na  prabhavatah , is  Sayana'n 
interpretation. 

3 Mdnushishu  vihshu , may  mean  only  human  beings. 

4 The  fingers  employed  in  producing  fire  by  attrition. 

5 Usharbudham  atkaryo  na  cUintam , striya  iva  ushasi  budh- 
yamdnam  havhhdm.  bhahshaham : there  is  no  verb,  unless jijanan 
is  borrowed  from  the  first  half  of  the  stanza:  the  meaning  of 

’ danta  may  be  also  questionable. 
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on  oblations,  brilliant,  of  goodly  aspect,  and  sharp  as 
an  axe. 

9.  Thy  horses,  Agni,  breathing  foam,  red-coloured, 
straight-going,  well-paced,  bright-shining,  vigorous, 
well-membered,  and  of  graceful  form,  are  summoned 
to  the  worship  of  the  gods. 

10.  Those,  thy  rays,  Agni,  triumphant,  wide- 
spreading,  radiant,  adorable,  go  like  hawk-faced 
horses  (to  their  goal),  loud-sounding  like  the  company 
of  the  Maruts. 

11.  Well-kindled  Agni,  for  thee  the  prayer  has  been 
composed:1  may  (the  priest)  propitiate  (thee)  by 
(his)  praise:  the  (sacrificer)  offers  worship:  bestow 
upon  us  manifold  (wealth)  : desiring  (riches),  men  sit 
down  adoring  Agni,  the  invoker  of  the  gods,  the 
glorifier  of  mankind. 

StfKTA  VII.  (VII.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before ; the  metre  of  the  first  stanza  is 
Jagati,  of  the  five  following  Anushtubhf  and  of  the  rest 
. Trishtubk . 

1 . This  invoker  of  the  gods  and  minister  of  frequent 
worship,  who  is  to  be  glorified  at  sacrifices,  has  been 
placed  first  (of  the  gods)  by  the  performers  of  the 
rite:2  the  Agni  whom  ApnavAna  and  other  Bkrigus 3 


1 Ahdri  lirahma , the  prayer  or  praise  has  been  made ; rather 
unfavourable  to  the  doctrine  of  the  uncreated  origin  of  the  Veda. 

2 According  to  Mahtdhara,  Yajur-Veda,  in.  15,  the  Agni 
here  intended  is  the  Ahavaniya  which  is  kindled  before  the 
Dakshina . 

3 Apnavdno  bhrigavah  : according  to  Sdyana , Apnavdnah  is 
the  name  of  a Rishi  of  the  family  of  Bhrigu : Mahtdhara 
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lighted  in  the  woods  for  the  sake  of  all  men,  marvel- 
lous (in  his  acts),  and  sovereign  (over  all). 

2.  When,  Agni,  is  the  light  of  thee,  bright-shining, 
to  he  manifested;  for  therefore  have  mortals  accepted 
thee  as  to  be  worshipped  amongst  mankind. 

3.  Contemplating  thee  in  every  dwelling,  truthful, 
intelligent,  (brilliant  with  sparks)  like  the  sky  with 
stars,  the  perfecter  of  all  sacrifices. 

4.  Men  have  brought,  for  the  sake  of  all  people,  the 
swift  messenger  of  the  worshipper  (to  the  gods),' 
who  (rules)  over  all  mankind,  the  raanifester,  the 
resplendent.* 1 2 

5.  They  (the  worshippers)  have  seated  him  in  his 
due  order,  the  invoker  (of  the  gods),  the  intelligent, 
the  agreeable,  the  purify ingly-radiant,  the  performer 
of  frequent  sacrifice,  (brilliant)  with  seven  flames. 

6.  Him,  abiding  in  the  maternal  (waters)  and  in 
the  woods,  loved,  yet  unapproached,3  wonderful,  hidden 
in  a cave,  endowed  with  knowledge,  seeking  (oblations) 
from  any  quarter.4 

7.  Whom,  when  they  desist  from  slumber,  the  de- 
vout propitiate  in  the  abode  of  water  at  every  sacrifice : 
the  mighty  Agni,  to  whom  oblations  are  to  be  offered 

makes  it  the  plur.  apravdndh,  and  other  Bisftis,  and  the  Bhri- 
gvs : he  says  it  may  also  mean  putravantah,  having  sons,  an 
epithet  of  the  B/irigus. 

1 Dutam  viva*watah : the  second  is  explained  manushyasya 
yajamdnasya , of  the  man,  of  the  worshipper. 

2 Bh  rigavanam-bhriguvad-acha  rant  a m , going  like  Bhrigu , 
that  is,  i lipyamanam-ityartha , shining,  or  being  kindled. 

3 Vitam-kdntam ; asritam , dd/iabhuyadasevitam,  bright  or 
beloved,  not  honoured  or  served,  through  fear  of  being  burnt. 

4 Kuchid  arthinam  : the  first  is  for  kwachit , anywhere,  any 
how  ; seeking  fuel,  butter, &c.,  sumuldjyddihavih  swtkurvantam. 
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with  reverence,  who,  truthful  always,  accepts  the 
sacrifice. 

8.  Thou  who  art  all-knowing  understandest  the 
functions  of  a messenger  (of  the  gods)  at  the  sacri- 
fice : well  informed  of  both  heaven  and  earth,  and  the 
intermediate  (firmament),  and  a most  intelligent, 
ancient,  and  amplifying  envoy,  thou  goest  up  the 
ascents  of  heaven. 

9.  Dark  is  the  path  of  thee  who  art  bright  ; the 
light  is  before  thee ; thy  moving  radiance  is  the  chief 
of  (all  luminous)  bodies : when  the  present  (worship- 
pers) take  up  the  germ  (in  the  sticks  of  attrition) 
thou  art  speedily  generated,  and  becomest  indeed  the 
messenger  (of  the  sacrifice). 

10.  The  light  of  the  speedily-generated  is  visible, 
and  when  the  wind  fans  the  flame,  he  (Agni)  spreads 
his  blazing  tongue  amongst  the  trees,  and  with  his 
(glowing)  teeth  consumes  the  standing  (fuel  his)  food. 

11.  When  cpiickly,  with  rapid  (radiance),  he  has 
carried  off  his  food,  the  mighty  Agni  makes  (himself) 
the  fleet  messenger  (of  the  worshipper) ; consuming 
(the  fuel),  he  allies  himself  with  the  force  of  the 
wind,  and  as  (a  horseman)  urges  his  fast  steed,  so  the 
rapid  going  Agni  invigorates  and  urges  (his  flames). 

StfKTA  VIII.  (VIII.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before,  the  metre  is  Gdyatri. 

1 . I propitiate  thee  with  praise,  the  messenger  (of 
the  gods),  the  omniscient,  the  bearer  of  oblations,  the 
immortal,  the  chief  sacrificer.1 

2.  The  mighty  one  knows  how  to  bestow  the  (de- 


1 Sama-Veda } i.  12. 
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sired)  wealth  (upon  the  worshipper) ; he  knows  the 
ascents  of  heaven : may  he  bring  the  gods  hither. 

3.  He,  the  divine  (Agni),  knows  how  the  gods  are 
to  be  reverenced : to  the  sincere  (worshipper)  in  his 
dwelling  he  gives  the  wealth  that  is  desired. 

4.  He  is  the  invoker  (of  the  gods),  comprehending 
the  deity  of  (their)  messenger;  and,  knowing  the  ascent 
of  the  sky,  he  travels  between  earth  and  heaven. 

5.  May  we  be  they  who  propitiate  Agni  with  gifts 
of  oblations,  and  who,  cherishing  him,  feed  him  with 
fuel. 

6.  They  are  renowned  for  riches  and  for  progeny, 
who,  venerating  Agni,  offer  him  oblations. 

7.  May  riches,  envied  by  many,  devolve  upon  us 
day  by  day,  and  (abundant)  food  await  us. 

8.  May  the  wise  Agni  entirely  obviate  by  his  power 
the  removable  (ills)  of  men  the  descendants  of  Manu.1 

S6kta  IX.  (IX.) 

The  deity,  Itishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Agni,  make  us  happy,  for  thou  art  mighty,2 
( thou)  who  comest  to  this  devout  man  to  sit  down  on, 
the  sacred  grass. 

2.  May  that  Agni,  who  is  difficult  to  overcome, 
who  is  immortal,  who  is  pre-eminent  among  men  the 
descendants  of  Manu,  become  the  messenger  of  all  the 
gods. 


1 Atikshiprena  vidhyali , is  explained  kshepydnyevavindxa- 
yitum  arhdni  duritdni  atimyena  ndsayatu , may  he  entirely 
destroy  the  evils  which  are  capable  of  being  destroyed. 

2 Sdma- Veda,  i.  23:  Professor  Benfey’s  text  reads,  Mahan 
axyaya  ddevayum:  Professor  Muller  has  mahdnasi  ya  im-d-de- 
vayum. 
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3.  He  is  conveyed  into  the  sacrificial  hall  as  the 
Hotri  to  be  adored  at  sacrifices,  or  as  the  Potri1  he 
sits  down  (on  the  sacred  grass). 

4.  Agni  may  be  the  officiating  priest  at  the  sacri- 
fice,2 or  the  master  of  the  house  in  the  sacrificial 
chamber,  or  he  sits  down  as  the  Brahman. 

5.  Thou,  who  art  the  director  (of  the  ceremonial),3 
acceptest  the  oblations  of  devoutly-worshipping  man 
the  descendants  of  Manu. 

6.  Thou  art  willing  (to  fulfil)  the  office  of  mes- 
senger for  the  mortal  whose  oblations  at  the  sacrifice 
thou  art  pleased  to  convey. 

7.  Be  pleased  by  our  sacrifice;  (be  pleased)  Angiras, 
by  our  offering : hear  our  invocation. 

8.  May  thy  inviolable  car,  whereby  thou  defendest4 
the  donors  of  oblations,  be  everywhere  around  us. 

SrtKTA  X.  (X.) 

The  deity  and  Ruhr  as  before,  the  metre  is  Padapanhti. 

1.  We  celebrate  thee  to  day,  Agni,  who  art  like  a 
horse  (in  conveying  our  burdens)  with  thy  praises, 


1 Two  of  the  sixteen  priests  are  here  named : the  Hotri  is 
the  offerer  of  the  oblation  ; the  function  of  the  Potri  doubtful. 

2 Ufa  gild  agnir  adhwara  : the  meaning  of  gnd  is,  usually, 
devapatni,  a wife  of  a deity,  agreeably  to  which,  one  rendering 
suggested  by  Say  ana  is  agnir  yaje  devapatnir  yajati,  Agni 
worships  the  wives  of  the  gods  at  the  sacrifice;  or,  as  an  alter- 
native, gnd,  as  equivalent  to  gachchhan,  going,  may  designate 
the  adhwaryu,  who  moves  about  at  the  ceremonial. 

3 Upavakta , the  priest  who  pronounces  the  formulae  of  sacri- 
fice, or  he  may  be  the  Brahma , or  the  Sadasya , directing  what 
is  to  be  done. 

4 The  verse  occurs  in  the  Yajush,  iii.  36. 
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conveying  (our  Avfshcs  to  the  gods),  and  (who  art) 
like  a benefactor,  propitious  and  affectionate.1 

2.  Be  now  the  conveyer,  Agni,  of  our  auspicious, 
powerful,  efficacious,  truthful,  and  great  sacrifice. 

3.  Agni,  who  like  the  sun  art  light,  propitiated  by 
these  our  hymns,  come  to  our  presence  with  all  thy 
hosts  (of  radiance).2 

4.  Glorifying  thee,  Agni,  to  day,  with  these  our 
praises,  may  we  offer  thee  (oblations) : thy  (flames), 
bright  as  those  of  the  sun,  roar  aloud. 

o.  Thy  lovely  radiance,  Agni,  whether  by  day  or 
by  night,  shines  upon  (all  objects)  like  an  ornament 
(to  give  them)  beauty. 

6.  Giver  of  sustenance,  (Agni),  thy  favour  is  free 
from  fault,  like  clarified  butter : thy  pure  and  golden 
lustre  shines  like  an  ornament. 

7.  Truthful  Agni,  verily  thou  removest  from  the 
mortal  who  institutes  (thy)  worship,  whatever  sin  has 
been  committed  (by  him)  of  old. 


1 Yajush,  xv.  44. : as  the  text  is  very  elliptical,  Mahidhara 
has  a somewhat  different  explanation:  thus,  of  aswam  wo,  like 
a horse,  he  says  it  alludes  to  the  Aswamedhiha  horse,  as  the 
priests  celebrate  him  at  the  sacrifice : Sayana  explains  the 
simile,  Agni  is  the  bearer  of  obladons  as  a horse  is  of  burthens, 
bodharam  nmamiva  tnthd  h avis  ho  vdliaham  : of  the  epithet  of 
stomaih , or  ohaih,  both  agree  in  deriving  it  from  vahaf  to  bear, 
but  one  explains  it  bearing,  or  causing  to  acquire,  fruit  or 
reward;  the  other,  causing  to  attain  to  In  dr  a and  the  rest, 
Indrddi  prdipakaih : kratum  na , Sdyana  renders  upaharta- 
ramiva , like  a benefactor;  Mahidhara  explains  it  sacrifice, 
may  we  celebrate  or  augment  that  thy  sacrifice,  Agni,  with 
praises,  &c. : the  verse  occurs  also  Sama-Veday  I.  434,  ii.  1127. 

2 This  and  the  preceding  occur  Yajur-Vcda,  xv.  45  and  4f>, 
and  Sdma-Veda,  n.  1128,  1129. 
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8.  May  our  friendly  and  fraternal  attentions  to  you 
deities  prove  fortunate;  for  such  (attentions  shewn) 
in  every  sacrifice  (form)  our  security  in  the  sphere 
(of  the  gods).1 

ANUVAKA  II. 

StiKTA  I.  (XI.) 

The  deity  and  llishi  as  before,  the  metre  is  Trishtubh. 

1.  Powerful  Agni,  thy  auspicious  radiance  shines 
upon  the  proximity  of  the  sun  (by  day) ; thy  bright 
and  visible  (lustre)  is  conspicuous  by  night,1  as  the 
bland  and  pleasing  food  (of  sacrifice,  the  oblation)  be- 
comes manifest  in  thy  form. 

2.  Agni,  who  art  engendered  repeatedly,  and  glori- 
fied by  sacrifice,  set  open  heaven  to  him  who  offers 
thee  adoration:  resplendent  (Agni),  bestow  upon  us 
that  ample  and  acceptable  (wealth),  which,  radiant 
(deity),  thou,  with  all  the  gods,  hast  given  (to  other 
worshippers). 

3.  The  offerings2 3  (to  the  gods)  are  engendered, 
Agni,  of  thee;  from  thee  (proceed)  praises;  from  thee 
effective  prayers;  from  thee  come  a vigorous  frame 
and  wealth  to  the  man  who  worships  with  sincerity 
and  offers  oblations. 


1 So  Sayana  explains,  no  ndbhih  sadane ; ndbhi , bandhanamf 
binding  or  fastening:  decdnain  sthdnc , in  the  place  of  the  gods, 
and  sasminnudhariy  sarvusmin  yajne , in  every  sacrifice. 

2 That  is,  oblations  are  to  be  offered  with  fire  both  morning 
and  evening. 

3 Kdvyd  for  kdvyani  is  explained  by  Sayana , acls  in  con- 
nection with  fire,  such  as  bringing  the  deities,  conveying  obla- 
tions and  the  like,  or  it  may  mean  the  functions  of  the  adhwaryu  ; 
otherwise  it  might  have  been  thought  to  refer  to  the  kavya , or 
offerings  to  the  Pitris  or  manes. 
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4.  From  thee,  who  art  vigorous,  the  conveyer  of 
oblations,  the  vast,  the  granter  of  what  is  desired,  is 
born  (a  son)  of  real  strength;  from  thee  comes  wealth 
approved  of  by  the  gods,  the  source  of  happiness ; from 
thee,  Agni,  (is  obtained)  a swift  unarrested  horse. 

5.  Immortal  Agni,  devout  mortals  worship  with 
holy  rites  thee  the  first  deity  (of  the  gods),  whose 
tongue  exhilarates  (them),1  the  dissipator  of  sin,  the 
humiliator  (of  the  demons),2  the  lord  of  the  mansion, 
the  unperplexed. 

6.  Agni,  son  of  strength,  since  thou  protectest 
(thy  worshippers),  far  (remove)  from  us  all  iniquity; 
far  (remove  from  us)  sin;  far  (from  us)  all  evil 
thoughts ; for  prosperous  is  he  of  whom  thou,  who  art 
radiant  by  night,  promotest  the  well-being. 

StfKTA  II.  (XII.) 

Deity,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  May  he  who  writh  uplifted  ladle  kindles  thee, 
and  thrice  every  day  presents  to  thee  the  (sacrificial) 
food,  knowing  thy  glory,  Jatavedas,  to  be  invigorated 
by  the  act,  surpass  (all  others)  in  riches. 

2.  He  who,  labouring  diligently,  brings  thee  fuel, 
honouring,  Agni,  thy  great  glory;  he  who  kindles 
thee  in  the  evening  and  at  dawn ; he,  prosperous  and 
destroying  his  enemies,  acquires  riches.3 


1 By  taking  as  their  mouth  the  oblation. 

2 Daynunosam  has  various  meanings:  raksliasam  davmna- 
karana  manampetam,  being  intent  on  destroying  the  Rakshasas , 
having  a mind  for  taming,  or  a tamed  or  humble  mind,  a liberal 
or  a domestic  mind. 

3 Dosha  sivah  sahasoh  suno  yam  deva  a chit  sac  base  suasli: 
Sayana  refers  sivah  to  Agni , as  sivakara , making  happy,  but 
then  there  is  no  antecedent  to  yam,  whom. 
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3.  Agni  is  the  possessor  of  great  strength/  of  ex- 
cellent food,  of  riches,  the  youngest  (of  the  gods) : 
abounding  in  sustenance,  he  gives  to  the  mortal  who 
worships  him  precious  (wealth)  according  to  (his 
devotion). 

4.  If,  youngest  (of  the  gods),  with  the  incon- 
siderateness common  to  men,  we  have  ever  committed 
any  offence  against  thee,  make  us  free  from  the  defects 
of  earth;1 2  efface  entirely,  Agni,  our  offences. 

5.  Let  not  us,  Agni,  who  are  thy  friends,  ever 
suffer  harm  from  any  great  or  comprehensive  offence 
against  either  gods  or  men : bestow  forgiveness  upon 
our  sons  and  grandsons,  the  reward  of  what  has  been 
well  done.3 

6.  Adorable  Vasus , in  like  manner  as  you  have 
liberated  the  cow  bound  by  the  foot,  so  set  us  free 
entirely  from  sin;  and  may  our  existence,  Agni,  be 
prolonged. 

Sukta  III.  (XIII.) 

The  deity,  Right , and  metre  as  before ; or  the  deities  may  be 

considered  as  those  specified  or  alluded  to  in  each  stanza. 

1.  Favourably-minded,  Agni  has  manifested  (his 
might)  in  regard  to  the  wealth-bestowing  procession 
of  the  resplendent  dawns:4  proceed,  Aswins,  to  the 


1 Brihatah  kshatriycisya  is  explained  by  the  scholiast,  mahato 
balasya . 

2 AcLiter  anagdn  is  rendered  by  Sdyana , bhumer  andgasah, 
paparahitdn:  in  what  sense  the  sins  of  earth,  or  against  the 
earth,  is  to  be  understood,  must  be  a matter  of  conjecture. 

3 Yachchha  tokaya , tanaydya,  sam  yuh  : sum  the  scholiast 
explains  by  papanipodravatidm  santim , expiation  or  pacifica- 
tion of  violences  of  the  nature  of  sin,  and  yuh , sukritotpdditum 
sukham,  happiness  produced  by  what  is  done  well. 

4 This  is  apparently  a mere  paraphrastic  announcement  that 
the  dawn  having  appeared  the  morning  fire  is  to  be  lighted. 
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dwelling  of  the  pious  (worshipper):  the  divine  sun 
rises  with  splendour. 

2.  The  divine  Savitri  diffuses  his  light  on  high, 
dispersing  the  dew,  and  like  a vigorous  (bull)  ardent 
for  the  cow:  then  Varuna,  and  Mitra,  and  other 
(divinities),  hasten  to  (fulfil)1  their  offices  when  they 
elevate  the  sun  in  the  sky. 

3.  Seven  great  coursers  convey  that  sun,  whom  the 
(deities),  occupants  of  enduring  mansions,  and  not 
heedless  (of  their  offices),  have  formed  for  the  driving 
away  of  darkness,  (and  who  is)  the  animator  of  the 
whole  world. 

4.  Divine  (sun),  thou  proceedest  with  most  powerful 
(horses),  spreading  thy  web  (of  rays),  and  cutting 
down  the  black  abode  (of  night)  : the  tremulous  rays 
of  the  sun  throw  off  the  darkness  which  is  spread  like 
a skin  over  the  firmament. 

5.  This  sun,  not  far  removed,  and  unobstructed, 
whether  (looking)  downwards  or  looking  upwards,  is 
harmed  by  no  one : what  is  the  power  by  which  lie 
travels?  who  lias  (truly)  beheld  him  who,  as  the  col- 
lective pillar  of  heaven,  sustains  the  sky  ? 

StfKTA  IV.  (XVI.) 

The  deity  or  deities,  the  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  The  resplendent  Agni,  by  whom  all  is  known, 
has  manifested  (his  might)  in  regard  to  the  dawns 


3 Yat  su/yam  divy-arohanti  the  scholiast  explains,  yadd 
rasmayah  suryasya  drohanam  karayanti , when  the  rays  of 
light  cause  the  ascent  of  the  sun,  otherwise  the  nominative  of 
the  verb  might  be  thought  to  be  Mitra , Varuna}  and  the  rest, 
Mitra  being  the  deity  presiding  over  the  day,  Varuna  over 
the  night. 
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radiant  with  lustre:  far-going  NAsatyas,  come  with 
your  car  to  this  our  sacrifice. 

2.  The  divine  Savitri  displays  his  banner  on  high, 
diffusing  light  through  all  worlds : contemplating  (all 
things),  the  sun  has  filled  heaven  and  earth  and  the 
firmament  with  his  rays. 

3.  The  great  and  intelligent  dawn,  variegated  with 
(many-coloured)  rays  of  purple  tint,  bringing  opulence, 
has  come  with  (her)  lustre : the  divine  Ushas,  arousing 
(the  sleepers),  proceeds  with  her  well-harnessed  car 
(to  distribute)  felicity. 

4.  May  those  robust  and  active  horses  bring  you, 
(Aswins),  hither  at  the  breaking  of  the  dawn,  and 
may  these  Sonia  juices  prepared,  showerers  (of  benefits), 
for  your  drinking,  exhilarate  you  at  this  (our  sacrifice). 

5.  This  sun,  not  far  removed  and  unobstructed, 
whether  looking  downwards  or  looking  upwards,  is 
harmed  by  no  one:  what  is  the  power  by  which  he 
travels?  who  has  (truly) beheld  him  who,  as  the  col- 
lective pillar  of  heaven,  sustains  the  sky.1 

SGkta  V.  (XV.) 

The  deity  of  the  first  six  stanzas  i3  Agni;  of  the  two  next 

Somaka  ; of  the  two  last  the  Aswins  ; the  Rishi  is  Yamadeva , 

the  metre  Qdyatri. 

1.  Agni,  the  invoker  (of  the  gods),  like  a horse 
(that  bears  a burden),  is  brought  to  our  sacrifice  ;2 
a deity  adorable  amongst  deities. 


1 See  the  preceding  hymn. 

2 Pariniyatc  has,  however,  a technical  import,  implying  a 
formal  ceremonial,  the  bringing  of  the  fire  taken  from  the  house- 
hold fire  wherewith  to  light  the  sacrificial  fire,  vdji  san  being 
*a  horse  ; that  is,  whom  they  load  as  a horse  bringing  a load  ; 
Agni  being  brought  to  become  the  bearer  of  the  oblation,  havir 
vahanah. 
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2.  Agni,  tlirice  (a  day),  comes  to  our  sacrifice  like 
a charioteer,  bearing  the  sacrificial  food  to  the  gods. 

3.  The  sage,  Agni,  the  lord  of  food,  has  encom- 
passed the  oblation,1  giving  p'recious  things  to  the 
donor. 

4 . Radiant  is  this  Agni,  the  subduer  of  foes,  who 
is  kindled  on  the  (altar)  of  the  east  as  (he  was  kin- 
dled) for  Srinjaya2  the  son  of  Devavata. 

5.  May  the  mortal  who  is  strenuous  (in  worship) 
acquire  authority  over  this  Agni,  the  sharp-rayed,  the 
showerer  (of  benefits). 

6.  They  diligently  worship  him  daily  who  is  like 
a horse  (to  convey  oblations),  who  is  liberal  and  re- 
splendent as  the  son  of  heaven,  (the  sun). 

7.  When  the  prince,  the  son  of  Saiiadeva,  promised 
(to  present)  me  with  two  horses,  I withdrew  not  when 
called  before  him;3 

8.  But  immediately  accepted  those  two  excellent 
and  well-trained  horses  from  the  prince,  the  son  of 
Saiiadeva. 

9.  Divine  Aswins,  may  this  prince,  Somaka,  the 
son  of  Saiiadeva,  your  (worshipper),  enjoy  long  life. 

10.  Divine  Aswins  do  you  two  make  the  prince, 
the  son  of  Sahadeva,  long-lived. 


1 Yajur-Veday\i.  35,  Sdma-Veda,  i.  30:  the  commentator 
on  the  latter  interprets  the  verb  yaryahramit  as  taking  the 
offerings  for  conveyance  to  the  gods. 

2 A certain  Somaydji:  we  have  several  princes  of  the  name 
in  the  Puranas,  but  none  distinguished  by  this  patronymic : the 
Sr  injay  as  are  also  a people  in  the  west  of  India  : Vishnu  P.  193. 

3 Achchd  na  hxita  udaram  is  explained,  abhimuhhcna  ku- 
marena  huta  san  tavasva mlabdhwa  na  nirgatavdn  asmi , being 
called  by  the  present  prince,  I did  not  go  forth  without  receiving 
the  two  horses. 

'VOL.  III.  M 
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StfKTA  VI.  (XVI.) 

The  deity  is  Indra  ; the  JRishi  as  before ; the  metre  is  Trishtubh . 

1.  May  the  truthful  Magiiavan,  the  accepter  of  the 
spiritless  Soma,'  come  tous;  may  his  horses  hasten  to 
us:  to  him  we  offer  this  sacrifice,  the  very  potent 
beverage : may  he  grant  the  fulfilment  of  our  desires. 

2.  Hero,  Indra,  set  us  free  to-day  to  give  thee  ex- 
hilaration at  this  sacrifice,  as  ( they  let  loose  a horse) 
at  the  end  of  the  road:  may  the  worshipper,  like 
Usanas,  repeat  an  acceptable  prayer  to  thee,  the 
knower  (of  all  tilings),  the  destroyer  of  the  Asuras . 

3.  Like  a sage  (knowing)  what  is  hidden,  and  ful- 
filling sacred  rites,  so  the  showerer  (of  benefits), 
quaffing  copiously  the  effused  (libation),  exults  (in 
the  draught),  and  this  generates  the  seven  efficient 
(rays)  from  heaven,  which,  being  glorified,  have  made 
(manifest)  the  objects  of  (human)  perception  by  day.1 2 

4.  When  the  vast  luminous  heaven  manifested  by 
the  rays  (of  light)  is  displayed,  then  are  (the  deities) 
resplendent  according  to  (their  heavenly)  abode : the 
chief  of  leaders,  (Indra),3  in  his  approach  has  scat- 
tered the  thick  glooms  so  that  men  may  see. 

5.  Indra,  the  accepter  of  the  stale  Soma , sustains 
infinite  greatness,  and  has  filled  both  heaven  and 
earth  by  his  magnitude : therefore  has  the  vastness  of 
him  who  lias  surpassed  all  the  regions,  exceeded  (the 
world). 


1 Rijtshin,  poss.  from  R ij isha-viga tasd rah  somah,  the  Soma 
of  Which  the  essence  is  gone. 

2 Ajijanat  sapta  hdrun  ahna  chick- chahrur  vayunci  grinantah 
is  rather  obscure  : it  is  explained  by  the  scholiast  as  in  the  text. 

3 The  scholiast  says  Surya,  but  this  can  only  be  -os  identical 
w ith  Indra,  to  whom  the  hymn  is  addressed. 
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6.  Knowing  all  tilings  profitable'  for  men,  Sakra 
has,  with  his  willing  friends  (the  Maruts),  sent  forth 
the  waters,  for  they,  with'  (loud)  shouts*  divided  the 
clouds,  and,  desiring  (to  fulfil)  their  office,  set  open 
the  pasturage  of  the  cows  (of  the  Angirasas ). 

7.  Thy  protecting  thunderbolt  has  slain  Vritra, 
obstructing  the  (issue  of  the  waters),  the  conscious 
earth  (co-operating)  with  (thee) : valiant  hero,  pre- 
server (of  the  regions),  send  down  by  thy  strength  the 
waters  of  the  firmament. 

8.  Invoked  of  many,  when  thou  hadst  divided  the 
cloud  for  (the  escape  of)  the  waters,  Sarama  appeared 
before  thee ; and  thou,  the  bringer  of  abundant  food, 
hast  shewn  us  favour,  dividing  the  clouds  and  glorified 
by  the  Angirasas. 

9.  Maghavan,  who  art  honoured  by  men,  thou  hast 
repaired  to  the  presence  of  the  sage1  for  (the  sake  of) 
bestowing  (upon  him)  wealth,  and  when  soliciting 
(thee)  in  his  need  (for  aid):  defending  (him)  with  thy 
protection,  the  guileful,  impious  Dasyu  has  been  de- 
stroyed in  the  contest  for  the  spoil. 

10.  With  a mind  resolved  on  killing  the  Dasyu , 
thou  earnest  (to  his  dwelling),  and  Kutsa2  was  eager 
for  thy  friendship : now  have  you  two  alighted  in  his, 


1 The  text  has  kavim,  usually  rendered  krdnta  darn , the  seer 
of  the  past;  but  according  to  the  commentator  it  is  here  a syno- 
nyme  of  Kutsa , as  in  the  next  stanza. 

2 A Jlajarshi,  the  son,  it  is«here  said,  of  Jluru , also  a royal 
saint:  frequent  mention  of  the  name  has  occurred,  see  Index, 
vols.  I.  and  n.,  but  it  is  borne  by  different  persons : Kutsa , the 
author  of  several  Suhtas,  (vol.  I.  p.  26.),  being  termed  the  son 
of  Augiras  ; whilst  (ibid.  p.  295.)  we  have  a Kutsa  son  of 
Arjuna. 

M 2 


Varga  XVII. 
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(Indra’s),  habitation,  and,  being  entirely  similar  in 
form,  the  truthful  woman  has  been  perplexed  (to  dis- 
criminate between  you).1 

11.  Thou  goest  with  Kutsa  in  the  same  chariot, 
determined  to  defend  him ; (thou  who  art)  the  tor- 
mentor (of  foes),  the  lord  of  horses  (of  the  speed)  of 
the  wind : on  the  same  day  wherein,  yoking  (to  the 
car)  the  straight-going  steeds,  as  if  to  receive  food, 
the  sage  (Kutsa)  has  been  enabled  to  cross  over  (the 
sea)  of  calamity.- 

12.  For  Kutsa,  thou  hast  slain  the  unhappy 
Sushna,2  and,  in  the  forepart  of  the  day,  attended  by 
thousands,  (thou  hast  slain)  Kuyava3  with  the  thun- 
derbolt : thou  hast  swiftly  destroyed  the  Dasyus,  and 
thou  hast  cut  them  to  pieces  in  the  battle,  with  the 
wheel  (of  the  chariot  of)  the  sun.4 

13.  Thou  hast  subjugated  Pipru  and  the  mighty 

MRiGAYA5for  thesakeof  Kijiswan  theson  of Vidatuin  :6 

• • • * 

thou  hast  slain  the  fifty  thousand  Krishnas;7  and,  as 
old  age  (destroys)  life,  thou  hast  demolished  the  cities 
(of  Sambara). 

14.  While  having  (thy)  person  in  the  proximity 
of  the  sun,  thy  form  becomes  redolent  of  ambrosia, 

1 After  the  destruction  of  the  enemies  of  Kutfa , Indra  con- 
veyed him  to  his  palace,  where  Sachi , the  wife  of  Itulra,  could 
not  tell  which  was  her  husband  as  they  were  both  exactly  alike. 

2 Vol.  i.  137,  ii.  1G9. 

3 Vol.  i.  267,  268. 

4 Vol.  ii.  p.p.  35,  169. 

5 Mrigaya  is  said  to  be  the  name  of  an  Asura : Pipru  lias 
frequently  been  named. 

0 The  names  of  Rajas, 

7 Vol.  i.  260:  these  are  here  also  said  to  be  Rdksliasas  of  a 
black  colour,  hrishnavarndni  Rahshdnsi : the  legend  alluded  to 
formerly  specified  but  10,(X)0 : here  we  have  panchdsat  sahasrd . 
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and  thou  art  like  the  cervine  elephant,1  consuming 
the  strength  (of  the  strong),  and  art  like  a terrible 
lion  when  wielding  thy  weapons. 

15.  Relying  (upon  Indra)  for  protection,  and  de- 
sirous of  riches,  (pious  meu)  repair  to  him  soliciting 
his  presence  in  the  sacrifice,  as  if  in  the  battle;  asking 
for  food,  celebrating  his  praise  with  hymns,  for  lie  is 
the  refuge  (of  his  worshippers),  and  resembles  the 
grateful  and  lovely  (goddess)  of  nutrition.2 

1G.  Let  us  invoke  that  gracious  Indra  who  has 
made  so  many  things  good  for  man;  who,  bestowing 
enviable  opulence,  quickly  brings  acceptable  food  to  a 
worshipper  like  me. 

17.  Hero,  Indra,  when  in  any  conflict  of  men  the 
sharp  thunderbolt  falls  in  the  midst  (of  them),  and 
when,  lord,  there  is  a terrible  battle,  then  the  defender 
of  our  persons  is  made  known. 

19.  Re  thou  the  protector  of  the  pious  acts  of 
Vamadeva  ; be  thou  in  battle  an  unfailing  friend: 
we  come  to  thee,  eminent  in  wisdom ; mayst  thou  be 
ever  benignant  to  thy  praiser. 

19.  In  every  battle,  Magiiavan,  may  we,  along  with 
those  men  who  trust  in  thee  and  offer  rich  gifts,  like 
those  who  are  resplendent  with  riches,  triumphing 
over  their  foes,  glorify  thee  many"  nights  and  years. 

20.  Therefore  we  offer  to  the  vigorous  Indra,  the 
showerer  (of  benefits),  holy  adoration,  that  he  may 
never  withdraw  his  friendly  (actions)  from  us,  and 


1 Mrifja  ira  hasti  is  explained  gaja-visesha,  mriga  iva,  a sort 
of  elephant  like  a deer:  quare  if  the  Sivathenum  existed  in  the 
time  of  this  Sukla. 

2 The  goddess  Lahshmi . 
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that  he  may  be  our  powerful  protector,  the  defender 
of  (our)  persons,  as  the  Bhrigus  (fabricate)  a car  (for 
use).1 

21.  Glorified  (in  the  past),  glorified,  Indra,  at  pre- 
sent, satisfy  thy  worshipper,  with  food,  as  rivers  (are 
filled  with  water) : Lord  of  horses,  a new  hymn  has 
been  made  for  thee  :2  may  we,  possessed  of  chariots, 
be  ever  delighted  in  (thy)  praise. 

S6kta  VII.  (XVII.) 

The  deity  and  JRishi  as  before ; the  metre  is  also  the  same,  ex- 
cept in  the  fifteenth  verse,  in  which  it  is  Virdt. 

1.  Thou,  Indra,  art  mighty;  the  vast  earth  con- 
fesses to  thee  (thy)  strength,  as  doth  the  heaven: 
thou  hast  slain  Vritra  by  thy  vigour,  thou  hast  set 
free  the  rivers  arrested  by  Am. 

2.  At  the  birth  of  thee  who  art  resplendent,  trem- 
bled the  heaven  (and)  trembled  the  earth  through  fear 
of  thy  wrath ; the  mighty  clouds  were  confined ; they 
destroyed  (the  distress  of  drought),  spreading  the 
waters  over  the  dry  places. 

3.  The  subduer  of  foes,  manifesting  his  energy  and 
hurling  his  thunderbolt,  shattered  the  mountain  by 
his  strength : he  slew  Vritra  with  the  thunderbolt, 
exulting,  and  the  waters  whose  obstructor  was  de- 
stroyed rushed  forth  with  rapidity. 


1 Bhrigavo  na  ratham  is  all  we  have-in  the  text : the  scho- 
liast explains  the  first  diptas-takshanah , bright  or  dexterous 
carpenters:  the  object  of  the  comparison  is  not  very  obvious, 
but  apparently  it  intends,  that  as  a wheelwright  makes  a chariot 
for  a special  purpose,  so  the  worshipper  performs  worship  in 
order  to  secure  Indra’ s favour. 

2 Ahari  Brahma  : the  phrase  has  occurred  before,  see  Sukta 
0,  verse  2. 
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4.  Heaven,  thy  progenitor,  conceived  (I  have  ob- 
tained) a worthy  son;* 1  the  maker  of  Indra  was  the 
accomplisher  of  a most  excellent  work : he  who  begot 
the  adorable  (Indra);  armed  with  the  thunderbolt,  irre- 
movable from  his  station,  and  endowed  with  greatness. 

5.  All  men,  praising  the  munificence  of  the  divine 
Maghavan,  verily  glorify  him  who  alone  casts  down 
many,  Indra,  the  king  of  men,  the  adored  of  many. 

6.  Truly  are  all  libations  his;  the  inebriating  Varga xxn. 
draughts  are  truly  most  exhilarating  to  the  mighty 

Indra:  truly  art  thou  the  lord  of  wealth,  of  (all  sorts 
of)  treasures:  thou,  Indra,  supportest  all  people  by 
the  gift  (of  riches). 

7.  (We  praise)  the  slayer  of  many  foes,  the 
courageous,  the  discomfiter  (of  enemies),  the  great, 
the  unbounded,  the  showerer  (of  benefits),  the  wielder 
of  the  bright  thunderbolt,  him  who  is  the  destroyer  of 
Yritra,  the  bestower  of  food,  the  giver  of  wealth, 

Magiiavan  the  possessor  of  riches. 

9.  This  Maghavan,  who  destroys  assembled  hosts, 
is  he  who  is  renowned  as  chief  in  battles : he  brings 
the  food^^liich  he  bestows  (upon  the  worshipper) : 
may  we  be  held  dear  in  his  friendship. 

10.  This  (Indra),  is  renowned,  whether  conquering 
or  slaying  (his  foes),  or  whether  in  conflict  he  re- 
covers the  cattle : when  Indra  truly  entertains  anger, 
all  that  is  stationary  or  moveable  is  in  fear  of  him. 

11.  Indra,  the  lord  of  opulence,  who  has  overcome  Varga  xxm. 
many  (enemies),  has  completely  won  (their)  cattle, 

(their)  gold,  (their)  horses:  chief  leader  by  his  ener- 


•*  • 

1 Suviraz-tc  janita  manyata  dyauh : the  commentator  renders  * 
dyau  by  dyotamdna , and  considers  janita  to  imply  Prajdpati. 
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Varga  XXIV. 


gies,  praised  by  these  his  worshippers,  he  is  the 
distributor  of  riches,  the  bestower  of  wealth. 

12.  Some  portion  (of  his  strength)  Indra  derives 
from  his  mother,  some  portion  from  his  father : he  who, 
though  his- progenitor,1  has  begotten  (the  world),  and 
animates  its  vigour  repeatedly,  as  the  wind  is  driven 
by  thundering  clouds.2 

13.  Thou  art  the  Maghavan  who  makes  one  man 
destitute,  another  prosperous,  who  (scatters  from  his 
worshipper)  the  accumulated  dust  (of  sin),  the  de- 
stroyer (of  foes),  like  the  heaven  with  the  thunderbolt, 
Magiiavan  conducts  his  worshipper  to  wrealth. 

14.  He  has  hurled  the  wheel  (of  the  chariot)  of  the 
sun,  and  has  stopped  Etasa  going  forth  to  (battle):3  * 
the  dark  undulating  cloud  bedews  him,  (staying)  at  the 
root  of  radiance  in  the  regions  of  its  waters  ;4 

15.  As  the  sacrificer  (pours  the  oblation)  at  night 
upon  the  fire.5 

1 6.  May  we  (who  are)  wishing  for  cattle,  for  horses, 
for  food,  for  wives,  through  his  friendship  induce  Indra, 
the  showerer  (of  benefits),  the  giver  of  wives,  the  un- 


1 Prajdpat!,  again,  according  to  the  scholiast. 

2 The  simile  is,  however,  applied  to  Indra  by  the  scholiast  in 
another  sense ; as  the  wind  is  impelled  by  thunder-clouds,  so 
India  is  influenced  by  the  hymns  of  the  worshippers. 

3 See  vol.  i.  p.  10G,  vol  n.  pp.  35,  109. 

4 In  the  antarihsha,  or  firmament. 

Asiknydm  yajamano  na  hota  : the  commentator  considers 
hotd  as  put  for  hot  drain , the  nom.  for  the  accus.,  and  explains  it 
the  invoker,  Agni,  dkvatdram  a/jnim  : he  supplies  also  the  copu- 
pulative,  sinchati  somam,  he  sprinkles  the  Soma  ; the  stanza 
consists  but  of  one  pada , and  is  considered  to  refer  to*  the  pre- 
ceding one. 
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wearied  granter  of  protection,  to  come  down,  as  a 
bucket  (is  lowered)  into  a well. 

17.  Be  our  preserver,  thou  who  art  looking  (bene- 
volently upon)  all;  a kinsman  (to  us);  a supervisor 
(of  all  things),  a bestower  of  felicity  on  those  who  are 
worthy  (to  offer)  libations;  a friend,  a protector,  a 
defender  in  the  highest  degree  amongst  defenders,  a 
creator:  (be  thou,  who  bestowest)  the -world  of  heaven 
upon  him  -who  desires  it,  the  giver  to  us  of  food. 

18.  Regard  thyself  as  a protector  of  those  who  desire 
thy  friendship ; be  a friend  deserving  of  commendation : 
grant,  Indra,  food  to  him  who  praises  (thee):  suffer- 
ing difficulties,  we  make  our  supplications  to  thee, 
worshipping  thee  with  these  holy  rites. 

19.  When  Indra,  the  possessor  of  opulence,  is  glori- 
fied, he  singly  destroys  many  unyielding  foes:  the 
worshipper  is  dear  to  him  (who  relies)  on  his  protec- 
tion, and  neither  gods  nor  men  molest  him. 

20.  The  many-voiced  Indra,  the  possessor  of  opu- 
lence, the  supporter  of  men,  the  irresistible,  bestows 
upon  us,  when  praised  by  us,  assured  (rewards) : thou, 

(Indra),  art  the  king  of  men : grant  to  us  abundantly 
that  great  fame  which  (is  due)  to  (thy)  worshipper. 

21.  Glorified  (in  the  past),  glorified,  Indra,  at  pre- 
sent, satisfy  thy  worshipper  with  food,  as  rivers  (are 
filled  with  water) : lord  of  horses,  a new  hymn  has 
been  made  for  thee : may  we,  possessed  of  chariots,  be 

ever  diligent  in  thy  praise.1 

StfKTA  VIII.  (XVIII.) 

Indra,  Aditi,  and  Vamadeva  are  both  the  deities  and  Itishis 

of.  the  Sukta , as  it  consists  of  a dialogue  amongst  them  : the 

metre  is  Trishtubh . 

1.  Indra  speaks.]  This  is  the  old  and  recognised  Varga  xxv. 


. 1 The  same  as  the  last  verse  of  the  preceding  Sukta. 


154 


RIG- VEDA  8ANH1TA. 


path  by  which  all  the  gods  are  horn ; so,  when  full- 
grown,  let  him  be  born  in  the  same  manner ; let  him 
not  cause  the  loss  of  this  his  mother.1 

2.  VXmadeva  speaks.]  Let  me  not  come  forth  by 
this  path,  for  it  is  difficult  (of  issue) : let  me  come 
forth  obliquely  from  the  side : many  acts  unperformed 
by  others  are  to  be  accomplished  by  me:  let  me  con- 
tend (in  war)  with  one  (enemy),  in  controversy  with 
one  opponent. 

3.  He,  (Indra),  has  asserted  (that  it  will)  cause 
the  death  of  my  mother : let  me  not  proceed  by  the 
usual  way,  but  proceed  quickly,  according  (to  my 
will : in  the  dwelling  of  Twashtri  Indra  drank  the 
costly  Soma  from  the  vessels  of  the  offerers.2 

4.  Aditi  speaks.]  What  irregular  act  has  he 
committed  whom  (I,  his  mother,)  bore  for  a thousand 
months  arid  for  many  years?  there  is  no  analogy 
between  him  and  those  who  have  been  or  will  be  born.3 


1 According  to  the  legend  recited  by  Sdyana , the  Right, 
Vdmadeva , whilst  yet  in  the  womb,  was  reluctant  to  be  born  in 
the  usual  manner,  and  resolved  to  come  into  the  world  through 
his  mother’s  side : aware  of  his  purpose,  the  mother  prayed  to 
Aditi,  who  thereupon  came,  with  her  son  Indra , to  expostulate 
with  the  Right : this  is  the  subject  of  the  Sukta  : the  interesting 
part  of  this  absurd  story  is  its  accordance  with  the  birth  of 
Sdkya f according  to  the  Buddhists,  who  may  possibly  have 
borrowed  the  notion  from  the  Veda. 

2 Here,  Sdyana  observes,  Vdmadeva  vindicates  his  own 
wilfulness  by  the  example  of  Indra,  who  came  to  Ticashtris 
house  uninvited,  and,  by  force,  draifk  the  Soma  prepared  for 
other  gods. 

3 Aditi  defends  her  son  upon  the  plea  that,  as  his  period  of 
gestation  was  marvellous,  his  actions  are  not  to  be  compared 
with  those  of  any  others. 
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5.  Deeming  it  disreputable  (that  he  should  be 
brought  forth)  in  secret,1  his  mother  endowed  (Indra) 
with  (extraordinary)  vigour:  therefore,  as  soon  as 
.born  he  sprung  up  of  his  own  accord,  invested  with 
splendour,  and  filled  both  heaven  and  earth. 

6.  These  (rivers)  flow  murmuring  as  if,  being  filled 
with  water,  they  were  uttering  sounds  (of  joy) : ask 
them  what  is  this  they  say ; 2 what  is  the  encompass- 
ing cloud  that  the  waters  break  through? 

7.  What  do  the  sacred  expiatory  strains  declare  to 
me?3  the  waters  receive  the  reproach  of  Indra:  my 
son  has  slain  Vritra  with  the  mighty  thunderbolt:  he 
has  set  those  rivers  free. 

8.  Vamadeva  speaks.]4 5  Exulting,  the  youthful 
• mother  brought  thee  forth : exulting,  KushavA  5 swal-- 

lowed  thee : exulting,  the  waters  gave  delight  to  the 
infant:  Indra,  exulting,  rose  up  by  his  strength. 


1 In  the  privacy  of  the  lying-in  chamber,  unworthy  of  so  great 
a divinity. 

2 That  is,  they  are  proclaiming  the  greatness  of  Indra , by 
which,  and  not  by  their  own  efforts,  they  have  been  extricated 
from  the  cloud. 

3 Kimu  shu  id  asmai  nivido  bhananti ; the  JSivids  are  cer- 
tain verses  repeated  at  some  sacrifices  to  Indra  and  the  Maruts 
in  their  honour,  and  are  tantamount  to  an  acquittal  of  the  charge 
imputed  to  Indra,  and  here  anticipated  by  Adi ti  of  brahmanicide, 
Vritra  being  a brahman:  the  crime  was  transferred  to  the 
waters  in  the  shape  of  foam : these  explanations  are  rather, 
perhaps,  derived  from  the  Pauranik  developements  of  the 
original  legends,  imperfectly  handed  down. 

4 The  rest  of  the  Sukta  is  by  the  Rishi  in  praise  of  Indra. 

5 The  commentator  says  a Rdkshasi,  whom  Indra,  although 
at  first  swallowed  by  her,  drove  out  of  the  lying-in  chamber. 


Varga  XXVI. 
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9.  Vyansa,1  exulting  and  striking  (hard  blows), 
smote  thee,  Magua  van,  upon  the  jaw;  whereupon,  being 
so  smitten,  thou  provedst  the  stronger,  and  didst  crush 
the  head  of  the  slave  with  the  thunderbolt, 

10.  As  a heifer  bears  a calf,  his  mother,  (Aditi), 
bore  Indra,  mature  (in  years),  strong,  irresistible, 
vigorous,  energetic,  invincible,  (destined)  to  follow 
his  own  course,  heedful  of  his  person. 

. 11.  His  mother  inquired  of  "the  mighty  Indra,  have 
these  deities  deserted  thee,  my  son?  then  Indra  said, 
Vishnu,  my  friend,  (if  thou)  purpose  slaying  Vritra, 
exert  thy  greatest  prowess. 

12.  Who  has  made  thy  mother  a widow?  who  has 
sought  to  slay  the  sleeping  and  the  waking?  what 
.deity  has  been  more  gracious  than  thou,  since  thou 
hast  slain  the  father,  having  seized  him  by  the  foot?2 

13.  In  extreme  destitution  I have  cooked  the  en- 
trails of  a dog:3  I have  not  found  a comforter  among 
the  gods : I have  beheld  my  wife  disrespected : then 
the  falcon,4  (Indra),  has  brought  to  me  sweet  water. 


1 The  name  of  a Rdkshasa  who  also  attempted  to  destroy  the 
infant  Indra. 

2 Yat  pvdkslnnah  pi  tar  am  pddagrihya : the  particulars  of 
this  incident  arc  not  related  by  Sdyana}  who  contents  himself 
with  saying  the  allusions  are  variously  explained  by  Taittiri- 
yahas — Taittiriya  Sanhitd,  vi.  i.  hi.  6. 

3 So  Manu  has,  Vdmadeva}  who  well  knew  right  and  wrong, 
was  by  no  means  rendered  impure,  though  desirous,  when 
oppressed  with  hunger,  of  eating  the  flesh  of  dogs  for  the  pre- 
servation of  his  life,  x.  100  : icficjihan  at  turn  t wishing  to  eat, 
might  be  considered  equivocal,  but  the  text  here  states  suna 
dntrani  peche , I cooked  the  entrails  of  a dog. 

4 That  is,  swift  as  a hawk,  syena  vat-sighra  gdmindrah . 
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ADHYAYA  VI. 

MANDALA  IV.  Continued. 

• • 

ANUVAKA  II.  Continued. 

S6kta  IX.  (XIX.) 

The  deity  is  Indra  ; the  Rishi  Vamadeva  ; the  metre  Trishlubh. 

1.  Indra,  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  all  the  pro- 
tecting deities  who  are  reverently  invoked,  and  both 
the  heaven  and  the  earth,  glorify  thee  who  art  verily 
one  alone,  mighty,  vast,  and  pleasing  of  aspect,  for  the 
destruction  of  Vritra. 

2.  As  elders  (send  forth  their  young),  so  the  gods 
have  sent  thee  (against  Vritra):  thence  thou  be- 
camest,  Indra  who  art  the  abode  of  truth,  the  sovereign 
of  the  world : thou  hast  slain  the  slumbering  Ahi  for 
(the  release  of)  the  water,  and  hast  marked  out  (the 
channels  ol)  the  all  delighting  rivers. 

3.  On  the  day  of  full  moon 1 thou  hast  slain  with  the 
thunderbolt  the  insatiable,  unnerved,  ignorant,  un- 
apprehending, slumbering  Ahi,  obstructing  the  gliding- 
downward-llowing  (streams). 

4.  Indra,  by  his  strength,  has  agitated  the  ex- 
hausted firmament,  as  wind,  by  its  violent  (gusts, 
agitates)  the  water:  exulting  in  his  strength,  he  has 
divided  the  solid  (clouds),  and  has  shattered  the  peaks 
of  the  mountains. 

, * 5.  The  Maruts  have  hastened  to  thee  like  mothers 
to  their  young:  like  chariots  they  have  rushed  in 
along  (with  thee) ; thou,  Indra,  hast  satisfied  the 
flowing  streams ;.  thou  hast  shattered  the  clouds : thou 
hast  set  free  the  obstructed  rivers. 


1 Aparvan  ig  the  phrase  of  the  text,  explained  paiirnamusyarn. 
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6.  Thou  hast  made  the  vast,  all-cherishing,  and  ex- 
uberant earth,  delighted  with  (abundant)  food,  and 
tremulous  water,  for  (the  sake  of)  Turviti  and  Vay- 
ya  :l  thou  hast  made  the  rivers  easy  to  he  crossed. 

7.  Indra  has  filled  the  youthful  rivers,  the  parents 
of  plenty,  the  corroders  (of  their  banks),  like  armies 
destructive  (of  their  foes) : he  has  inundated  the  dry 
lands,  and  (satisfied)  the  thirsty  travellers:  he  has 
milked  the  barren  cows  whom  the  Asuras  had  become 
the  lords  of.2 

8.  Having  slain  Vritra,  he  has  liberated  many 
mornings  and  years  (that  had  been)  swallowed  up  by 
darkness,  and  has  set  the  rivers  free : Indra  has  re- 
leased the  imprisoned  rivers,  encompassed  (by  the 
cloud),  to  flow  upon  the  earth. 

9.  Lord  of  horses,  thou  hast  brought  the  son  of  Agru3 
from  his  dwelling,  where  he  was  being  devoured  by  the 
ants  :4  when  extricated,  although  blind,  he  distinguished 
the  serpent;5 6  and  when  he  came  forth  the  joints  that 
had  been  sundered  in  the  ant-hill  were  restrung.0 

10.  The  sage,  (VXmadeva),  knowing,  royal  Indra, 


1 See  v.  i.,  p.  149,  165. 

2 Adhok  staryo  dansupatnih , that  is,  he  has  removed  the  bar- 
renness occasioned  by  the  grief  of  their  separation  by  rescuing 
the  cattle  carried  off  bv  the  Pani. 

3 The  commentator  has  only  a certain  female,  Agru  ndma 
hachit. 

4 Vamribhir-addnam , upajihvikdbhir-adyamdnam : Say  ana 
evidently  understands  by  updjihvikdy  the  white  ant,  as  he  ex- 
plains, nivexanat,  valnukdkhyat  sthandt:  valmtka  is  the  fami- 
liar term  for  a hillock  thrown  up  by  the  insect. 

5 Akim,  explained  sarparn:  the  presence  of  a snake  in  an  ant-  . 
hill  is  still  a popular  notion. 

6 The  phraseology  is  partly  doubtful  : uhhachhit  mmaranta 
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the  ancient  deeds  of  thee  who  art  all-wise,  has  pro- 
claimed the  actions,  such  as  thou  hast  performed  them, 
generative  of  rain,  self-evolved,  and  beneficial  to  man. 

11.  Glorified  (in  the  past),  glorified,  Indra,  at  pre- 
sent, satisfy  thy  worshipper  with  food,  as  rivers  (are 
filled  with  water) : lord  of  horses,  a new  hymn  has 
been  made  for  thee : may  we,  possessed  of  chariots,  be 
ever  diligent  in  thy  praise.* 1 2 * 

Sukta  X.  (XX). 

The  deity,  JRishi , and  metre  ag  before. 

1.  May  the  illustrious  Indra,  the  gran  ter  of  de- 
sires, come  to  us,  whether  from  afar  or  night  for  our 
protection : he  who  is  the  lord  of  men,  armed  with  the 
thunderbolt,  overcoming  his  foes  in  conflict  and  in 
combats,  (attended)  by  the  most  illustrious  (Maruts). 

2.  May  Indra,  looking  down  upon  us,  come  with 
his  steeds  to  our  presence  for  our  protection  and  en- 
richment : may  the  mighty  thunderer,  the  possessor  of 
wealth,  (aiding  us)  in  battle,  be  present  at  this  our 
sacrifice.’'4 

3.  Thou,  Indra,  placing  us  before  thee,  shalt  re- 
ceive this  sacrifice,  our  holy  offering;  and  as  the 
huntsman  (kills  his  game),  may  we,  thy  worshippers, 


parva,  Sdiyana  interprets  it  valmikahhydyd  ukhdyas  chheda- 
kdni  parvdni  samagachchanta,  the  joints  which  had  been  relaxed 
or  corroded  by  the  insects  of  the  uhhd , or  ant-hill,  were  re-united 
by  Indra. 

1 See  p.  153. 

2 Yajur-Veda}  xx.  48,  49:  in  the  first,  Mahidhara  supplies 

balaih  instead  of  marudbhih  as  the  subst.  to  ojuhthebhih ; and  in 

he  second  renders  vdjasatau  for  the  sake  of  bestowing  food. 


Varga  III. 
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' holder  of  the  thunderbolt,  for  the  acquirement  of 
riches  through  thee,  be  victorious  in  battle. 

4.  Indra,  the  giver  of  food,  be  near  to  us,  favour- 
ably disposed;  and,  anxious  for  our  (good),  drink  of 
the  effused,  prepared,  exhilarating  Soma , and  be 
pleased  by  the  (sacrificial)  food  (offered)  with  the 
noon-day  hymn.* 1 

5.  Like  a man  boasting  of  his  wife,  I glorify  that 
Indra  who  is  invoked  of  many,  who  is  hymned  by 
recent  sages,  (who  is)  like  a tree  with  ripe  fruit,  like 
a victorious  (warrior),  skilful  in  arms. 

6.  lie  who  is  vast  and  self-sustained  like  a moun- 
tain, the  radiant  ahd  formidable  Ind#ra,  born  of  old 
for  the  destruction  (of  the  foes  of  the  gods),  the 
wielder  of  the  ancient  thunderbolt,  charged  with 
splendour,  like  a jar  (filled)  with  wgtcr. 

7.  Of  whom  there  is  no  opposer  by  (reasoji  of)  his 

birth,  nor  any  destroyer  of  the  wealth  that  accom- 
plishes (pious  works) : powerful  and  resplendent 

(Indra),  the  invoked  of  many,  do  thou  who  art  the 
showerer  (of  benefits)  bestow  upon  us  riches. 

8.  Thou  rulest  over  the  riches  and  the  dwellings 
of  men ; thou  art  the  rescuer  of  the  herd  of  cattle ; 
thou  art  the  giver  of  instruction,  the  smiter  in  battles, 
and  the  distributor  of  great  heaps  of  riches.  * 

9.  By  what  wisdom  is  he  who  is  most  wise  re- 
nowned? by  that  wherewith  the  mighty  Indra  re- 
peatedly does  (great  things):  he  is  the  especial  effacer 
of  the  manifold  sin  of  the  worshipper,  and  bestows 
wealth  upon  his  adorer. 


1 Samandhasa  mamadah  prish {hyena  : prishthyam  is  termed 
the  mddhyandinasavana  udydt.ribhirudgryamdnam  stotvam. 
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10.  Harm  us  not,  but.  cherish  us,  Indra:  bestow 
upon  us  that  abundant  wealth  which  it  is  thine  to 
give  to  the  donor  (of  the  oblation) : praising  thee,  we 
celebrate  thee  at  this  sacred  rite,  which  is  new  and 
excellent,  and  (at  which  the  oblation)  is  proper  to  be 
presented. 

11.  Glorified  (in  the  past),  glorified,  Indra,  at  pre- 
sent, satisfy  thy  worshipper  with  food,  as  rivers  (are 
filled  with  water) : lord  of  horses,  a new  hymn  has 
been  made  for  thee : may  we,  possessed  of  chariots, 
be  ever  delighted  in  (thy)  praise. 

StiKTA  XI.  (XXI.) 

• The  deity,  Rishi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  May  Indra  come  to  us  for  our  protection,  and 
being  praised  (by  us),  may  the  mighty  hero  be  exhi- 
larated along  with  (us) 1 at  this  rite ; he  whose  energies 
are  many : may  he,  like  the  radiant  sun,2  recruit  his 
own  overpowering  vigour. 

2.  Glorify  the  powerful  leaders3  of  that  renowned 
and  opulent  (Indra),  whose  victorious  and  protecting 
energy  rules  over  men,  like  a universal  sovereign  en- 
titled to  veneration. 

; 3.  May  Indra,  accompanied  by  the  Maruts,  come 
quickly  for  our  protection,  from  the  heaven,  from  the 
earth,  from  the  firmament,  or  from  the-  waters ; from 


1 Mahtdhara , Yajur-Veda,  xx.  47,  says,  with  the  gods, 
devaili  saha:  Sayana  has  asmdbhih  saha. 

2 Dyaur  na  hshatram  abhibhuti  pushy  at:  Mahidhara  connects 
the  simile  with  what  precedes,  whose  many  exploits  (are  cele- 
brated) like  the  heaven : he  refers,  also,  hshatram  to  the  sacri- 
fice^ may  he,  (Indra),  cherish  (our)  strength. 

3 Vrishnydni  nrin , balabhutan  netrin , that  is,  the  Maruts. 

VOL.  III.  N 
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the  sphere  of  the  sun,  from  .(any)  distant  region,  from 
the  abode  of  the  rains.  ' . . 

4.  We  glorify,  in  solemn  rites,  this  Indra  who  rules 
over  substantial,  abundant  riches ; who  by  his  prowess 
is  victor  over  (hostile)  hosts ; who  by  his  munificence 
brings  excellent  (wealth)  to  the  presence  (of  his  wor- 
shippers). 

5.  Let  the  invoking  priest  bring  to  our  dwellings 
that  (Indra)  who,  firmly  fixing  the  (world),  returns 
food  for  (sacrificial  food),  and  (utters)  a voice  enjoin- 
ing (men)  to  worship:1  he  who  is  to  be  propitiated  by 
praises,  "who  is  adored  by  many. 

6.  When  the  repeaters  of  (his)  commendations, 
abiding  in  the  dwelling  of  the  worshipper,2  approach 
Indra3  with  praise,  may  he  who  is  our  (great)  sustainer 
in  conflicts,  whose  wrath  is  difficult  to  be  (appeased), 
become  the  ministering  priest  of  the  master  of  the  house. 

7.  True  it  is  that  this  might  of  the  son  of  the 
protector  of  the  world,4  the  showerer  (of  benefits), 
affects  for  his  advantage  the  offerer  of  praise : it  (pre- 
vails) in  the  secret  (thoughts)5  of  the  worshipper,  and 

1 Vdcham  janayan  yajadhyai ; the  speech  of  Indra  is  the 
thunder,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  induce  the  parous  deorupi 
cultor  et  infrequent,  whether  Roman  or  Hindu,  retrorsum  vela 
dare. 

2 Ausijasya,  from  usij,  a priest,  one  who  employs  priests. 

3 Adri  is  the  name  in  the  text,  a name,  it  is  said,  of  Indrft, 
from  dri  to  divide,  to  tear,  as  foes. 

4 Bhdrvara , is  explained  as  the  patronymic  of  Bharvara , 

which  means  jagadbhartid , the  protector  of  the  world,  or  . 
Prqjdpati.  . • 

5 The  text  has  only  yuha  pra,  which  Sayana  expands  into 
fjuhdrupa-hridaye  prabhavati : it,  that  is,  the  strength,  balam,  of 
Indra , prevails  or  presides  over  the  heart,  in  the  nature  of 
secresy  or  mystery. 
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in  his  dwelling,  for  (the  accomplishment  of  his)  pious 
acts,  (the  attainment  of  his)  desires,  and  his  delight.1 2 3 

8.  Inasmuch  as  he  has  opened  the  doors  of  the 
cloud,  and  has  supplied  the  rapid  courses  of  the  waters 
with  (additional)  torrents,  so  when  the  pious  have 
recourse  to  Indra  for  food,  be  finds  (it)  in  the  haunt 
of  the  Gaura  and  Gavaya ? m 

9.  Thy  auspicious  hands,  Indra,  are  the  doers  of 
good  deeds : thy  two  hands,  Indra,  are  the  extendors 
of  wealth  to  him  who  praises  thee : what,  Indra,  is  this 
delay?  why  dost  thou  not  exhilarate  us?  why  art  thou 
not  delighted  to  make  us  gifts? 

10.  Thus  (glorified),  Indra,  who  is  faithful  (to  his 
word),  the  lord  of  wealth,  the  slayer  of  Vritra,  bestows 
riches  on  man  f so  thou,  the  praised  of  many,  give  us 
riches  for  our  pious  acts,  that  I may  eat  of  thy  divine 
food.  . 


1 This  verse  is  somewhat  obscurely  expressed  : the  purport, 
according  to  the  scholiast,  is,  that  the  might  of  Indra  always 
protects  his  worshipper,  Indrasya  balam  sarvadd  yajamdnam 
pal  ay  at  i. 

2 Vidat  yaurasya  yavayasya  yoke:  vidat  here  has  no  govern- 
ment, and  yoha  ior  yri/ta,  a dwelling,  is  a strange  term  as  appli- 
cable to  the  Gaura  and  Gavaya  which  Sdyana  says,  are 
two  species  of  mriya , a deer,  or  any  wild  animal ; but  they  are  in 
fact  two  kinds  of  wild  cattle,  Bos-yav&us,  or  G a v<e  us-fro  n talis, 
and  Bibos  y aur us , or  B.  cavifrom,  confounding  the  latter  also 
with  the  Bibos  asil  of  Silhet : the  purport  of  the  expression, 
according  to  the  scholiast,  is,  that  Indra  obtains  those  two  ani- 
mals tau  dwau  paste  labhate , either  for  himself  as  sacrificial 
flesh,  or  for  his  worshippers,  some  of  whom,  at  least,  even  now, 
would  not  object  to  cat  the  flesh  of  the  wild  oxen. 

3 Varivah  puravc  kah,  manushydya  dlianam  karoti:  it  might 
be  thought  to  refer  to  a descendant  of  Burn,  but  the  first  vowel 
of  Puru  is  short. 
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11.  Glorified  (in  the  past),  glorified,  Indra,  at  pre- 
sent, satisfy  thy  worshipper  with  food,  as  rivers  (are 
filled  with  water):  lord  of  horses,  a new  hymn  has 
been  .made  for  thee:  may  we,  possessed  of  chariots, 
he  ever  delighted  in  (thy)  praise.*  • 

ANUVAKA  IN. 

StfKTA-I.  (XXII.)  . . 

Deity,  Rudd,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Since  the  great  and  mighty  INDRA  is  propitiated 
by  our  (oblations),  since  he  desires  (them)  from  us, 
may  he,  the  possessor  of  opulence,  who  comes  wielding 
the  thunderbolt  by  his  strength,  accept  the  (sacrificial) 
food,  the  hymn,  the  Soma  libation,  and  the  prayers.1 

2.  The  showerer  (of  benefits),  casting  with  his 
hands  the  quadrangular  bolt  that  causes  rain,  fierce, 
the  chief  of  leaders,  the  achiever  of  (glorious)  acts,  is 
desirous  of  the  prosperity  of  the  investing  Parushm  2 
(river),  whose  (bordering)  districts  he  has  frequented 
through  regard.3 

3.  Who  divine,  most  divine,  as  soon  as  born  (was 


1 Alluding  to  the  four-fold  forms  of  offering  worship,  Brahma , 
Stoma,  Soma,  and  ZJhtha:  the  first  is  said  to  he  the  cakes 
steeped  in  butter  and  the  like  offerings  or  oblations ; the  second, 
the  praise  that  is  recited  aloud  ; the  third,  the  libation  of  the 
Soma  juice;  and  the  fourth,  the  praise  or  prayer  that  is  repeated 
silently  or  in  a lower  tone,  not  chaunted  or  sung. 

2 Urnam  parushnim  is  explained  dehhddikdm  jmrvavatim 
vadim , the  ri  ver  having  joints  or  bends  covering — the  comment 
does  not  sav  what. 

3 The  phraseology  here  is  somewhat  obscure,  and  the  scholiast 
does  not  materially  enlighten  us:  the  text  is,  yasydh  parrdni 
xahhydya  vivye ; lit.,  whose  joints  through  friendship  he  has 
approached  : Sayan  a explains  it,  yasydh  n ad yah  hhinndm  detan - 
mkhikarmane  gamvritavdn,  the  separate  districts  of  which  river 
he  has,  for  the  sake  of  friendly  acts,  covered  or  concealed. 
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endowed)  with  abundant  viands,  and  great  energies, 
holding  in  his  arms  the  willing  thunderbolt,  and 
^ causing  by  his  strength  (both)  heaven  and  earth  to 
tremble. 

4.  All  the  high  places,  and  the  many  low  places, 
the  heaven  and  the  earth,  trembled  (through  fear)  of 
the  mighty  (Indra)  at  his  birth:  the  strong  (Indra) 

. cherishes  the  parents  of  the  moving  (sun),1  and  the 
winds,  like  men,,  make  a noise  in  their  peregrination. 

5.  Of  thee,  Indra,  who  art  mighty,  great  are  the 
deeds,  and  to  be  proclaimed  at  all  sacrifices,  inasmuch 
as,  high-minded  hero,  thou,  sustaining  (the  world), 
hast  by  thy  strength  slain  A hi  -with  the  resistless 
thunderbolt. 

6.  Most  powerful  Indra,  all  these,  thy  exploits,  vurgavni. 
are  verily  true : (through  fear  of  thee),  the  showerer 

(of  benefits),  the  cows  shed  (milk)  from  their  udders : 
then,  benevolent-minded  (IndrA),  the  rivers,  fearing 
thee,  flow  with  rapidity. 

7.  Then,  Indra,  lord  of  horses,  the  divine  sister 
(rivers)  praise  (thee)  for  thy  protection  when  thou 
didst  set  them  free  to  flow,  after  having  been  impeded 
(by  Vritra)  through  a long  confinement. 

8.  The  exhilarating  Soma  juice  has  been  expressed : 
now  may  the  current  flow  to  thee,  and  may  the  ex- 
piatory power  of  the  illustrious  utterer  of  praise  lie 
directed  towards  us,  as  the  quick  rider  holds  firmly 
the  reins  of  the  steed.2 

1 Mdtara  bharati  (jok:, the  latter  Sdyana  explains  guntuh- 
suryasya. 

2 The  phraseology  is  very  obscure  in  some  parts : sand  sasa- 
mdnasya  saktik  is  explained  by  Sdyana , samanam  stuvatah 
stuti  karma,  but  what  this  means,  especially  in  connection  with 
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9. ’  Enduring  Indra,  bestow  upon  us  energies,  ex- 
cellent, superior,  powerful : bring  under  subjection  to 
us  enemies  deserving  of  death : demolish  the  weapon 
of  the  malevolent  man. 

10.  Hear  our  praises,  Indra,  and  bestow  upon  us 
many  kinds  of  food : fulfil  all  our  desires,  and  know 
thyself,  Maghavan,  to  be  to  us  the  donor  of  cattle:  . 

11.  Glorified  (in  the  past),  glorified,  Indra,  at  pre- 
sent, satisfy  thy  worshipper  with  food,  as  rivers  (are 
filled  with  water):  lord  of  horses,  a new  hymn  has 
been  made  for  thee : may  we,  possessed  of  chariots, 
be  ever  diligent  in  (thy)  praise. 

StfKTA  II.  (XXIII.) 

Deity,  Risk),  and  metre  as  before ; or  the  deity  of  the  .third, 
ninth,  and  tenth  verses  may  be  Rita. 

Varga  ix.  1.  In  what  manner  may  (any  one)  extol  the  mighty 
Indra?  at  the  sacrifice  of  . what  worshipper  may  he, 
propitiated,  be  present,  drinking  the  sacrificial  Santa 
beverage,  desirous  of  the  (sacred)  food,  and  pleased 
(by  the  oblation)?  the  mighty  Indra  is  borne  (to  the 
rite)  for  the  purpose  of  bestowing  brilliant  wealth. 

2.  What  hero  has  enjoyed  his  fellowship  (in  battle)? 
who  has  been  a sharer  in  his  benevolent  thoughts? 
when  does  any  one  appreciate  his  wonderful  bounty? 
when  is  he  (present)  for  the  promotion  of  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  man  who  glorifies  and  worships  him? 

• 3.  How  is  it  that  Indra  hears  (the  worshipper) 
who  invokes  him?  and,  hearing,  how  does  he  know  his 
necessities?  what  are  his  gifts  of  old;  why  have  they 
termed  him  the  fulfillcr  (of  the  desires)  of  him  who 
offers  praise? 

what  follows,  asmadryak  susuckdnasya- yamyd,  it  is  difficult  to 
say. 
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4.  IIow  does  he  who  glorifies  Indra,  and  is  diligent 
in  his  worship,  although  encountering  opposition,  ob- 
tain from  him  wealth?  may  the  divine  Indra  be  the 
appreciator  of  my  praises,  when  accepting  the  sacri- 
ficial food  he  is  propitiated  towards  me. 

5.  When,  in  what  manner,  at  the  dawning  of  this 
morning,  has  the  divine  Indra  accepted  the  friendship 
of  a mortal?  when,  and  in  what  manner,  (is)  his 
friendship  (manifested)  to  the  friends  who  have  spread 
out  the  desirable  and  suitable  (offering)  before  him? 

6.  May  we  in  any  manner  proclaim  thy  friendship 
for  thy  friends?  when  may  (we  make  known)  thy 
fraternal  regard  ? the  efforts  of  the  well-looking  Indra 
are  for  the  happiness  of  all : the  wonderful  form  of  the 
moving  (Indra)  is,  like  the  sun,  ever  wished  for. 

7.  ltesolving  to  kill  the  oppressing,  malevolent 
(Rakshasi),1  not  acknowledging  Indra,  he  sharpened 
his  sharp  weapons  for  (her)  destruction,  and  the  fierce 
(Indra),  the  canceller  of  debts,  has  kept  afar  the 
unknown  dawns  in  which  the  debts  (are  to  be  paid). 

8.  Many  are  the  waters  of  Ilita:2  the  adoration  of 
Rita  destroys  iniquities;  the  intelligent  and  brilliant 


1 Jiyhdnsan-druham , dhwarasam , anindr&m:  the  last  of  the 
three  epithets  determines  the  gender  of  the  party,  hut  we  have  no 
other  clue  : the  scholiast  supplies  Rdkskastm:  who  she  may  be 
is  nowhere  intimated ; but  from  what  follows  it  may  be  thought 
to  mean  death,  the  debt  of  nature,  the  payment  of  what  Indra  s 
favour  delays  by  prolonging  life;  but  this  is  mere  conjecture : the 
eomment  is  of  no  avail. 

2 Rita  ordinarily  means  sacrifice,  or  truth,  or  water : here  it 
may  apply,  according  to  Sayana , to  Indra,  or  to  Aditya,  or  to 
the  three  former  personified  as  divinities;  the  following  stanzas 
are  a succession  of  changes  on  the  word. 


V arga  X . 
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Varga  XII. 


praise  of  Rita  lias  opened  the  deaf  (ears)  of  man. 

.9.  Many  are  tlie  stable,  sustaining,  delightful  forms 
of  the  embodied  Rita:  by  Rita  are  (the  pious)  ex-  . 
pectant  of  food ; by  Rita  have  the  kino  entered  into- 
the  sacrifice.1 

10.  The  (worshipper)  subjecting  Rita  (to  his  will) 
verily  enjoys  Rita : the  strength  of  Rita  is  (developed)  • 
with  speed,  and  is  desirous  of  (possessing)  water:2  to 
Rita  belong  the  wide  and  profound  heaven  and  earth : 
supreme  milch  kine,  they  yield  their  milk  to  Rita . 

11.  Glorified  (in  the  past),  glorified,  Indra,  at  pre- 
sent, satisfy  thy  worshipper ' with  food,  as  rivers  (are 
filled  with  water) : lord  of  horses,  a new  hymn  has  . 
been  made  for  thee : may  we,  .possessed  of  chariots,  be 
ever  diligent  in  thy  praise. 

. St/KTA  III.  (XXIV.) 

Deify,  Riski,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  What  suitable  praise  may  bring  the  son  of 
strength,  Indra,'  before  us,  to- give  us  wealth:  the 
hero,  the  lord  of  cattle,  is  the  donor,  oh  man,  of  the 
wealth  of  his  adversaries  to  him  who  glorifies  him. 

2.  He,  Indra,  is  to  be  invoked  for  the  destruction  • 
of  VritrA:  he,  the  deservedly  praised,- is  to  be  wor- 
shipped : the  real  donor  of  wealth,  he,  Maghavan,  • 
gives  wealth,  (acquired)  in  battle,  to  the  mortal  who 
offers  him  prayer  and  libations. 


1 As  presents  made  to  the  officiating  priests;  or  the  phrase 
may  mean  also,  the  rays  of  light  have  entered  into  the  water,. 
gdva  ritam  dvivemk , r asm  ay  a udakam  doivesuk, 

2 Ritasya  sushmas-turayd-u-gavyuh : is  rather  enigmatic:  the 
scholiast  explains  it  as  in  the  text,  mshnio,  balam , turayas  tur - 
nam-gavyuh-Vrchdrth&'y  jalahamascha  bhavati. 
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♦ 

. 3.  Men  verily  call  upon  him  in  battle:  the  (de- 
vout) inflicters  of  austerity  upon  their  persons1  con- 
stitute him  their  preserver : when  both  (the  worshipper 
and  the  priest)  approach  together  the  bountiful  Indra, 
men  (succeed)  in  (obtaining)  the  gift  of  sons  and 
grandsons.  . 

4.  Powerful  Indra,  men  variously  dispersed,  come 
mutually  together'  to  celebrate  sacred  rites  for  the 
sake  of  obtaining  rain : when  men  who  are  combatants 
assemble  in  battle,  there  are  some  of  them  who  rely 
upon  Indra. 

5.  Thereupon  some  verily  worship  the  powerful 
(Indra);  thereupon  one  man  prepares  the  buttered 
cake  that  he  may  offer  it  to  (Indra);  thereupon  the 
offerer  of  the  Soma  he  distinguishes  from  him  who 
presents  no  libation ; thereupon  some  one  rejoices  to 
worship  the  showerer  (of  benefits). 

6.  Indra  bestows  wealth  upon  him  wjio  offers  a 
libation  to  him,  desiring  it,  though  in  another  sphere ; 
and,  with  an  humble  mind,  makes  him  who  is  devoted 
to  him  his  friend  in  combats. 

7.  Indra  accepting  graciously  the  praises  of  his 
devoted  (worshipper),  who  to-day  pours  out  the  liba- 
tion to  him,  who  toasts  the  buttered  cakes,  or  fries  the 
barley  for  Indra,  exercises  towards  him  the  power 
that  grants  his  desires. 

8.  When  the  destroyer  (of  enemies)  distinguishes 
a mortal  foe ; when  the  lord  is  engaged  in  the  long 

1 Ririkwdmas-tanwak,  are  explained  by  Saijanat  swakiydni 
sarirani  tapasd  rechayanto yajamdndh,  worshippers  emaciating 
their  own  bodies  by  penance  : if  correctly  interpreted,  therefore, 
we  have  the  ascetic  penances  of  the  Hindus,  recognised  by  the 
text  of  die  Veda. 
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(continued)  battle,1  (his)  bride  summons  to  the  dwell- 
ing the  showerer  (of  benefits),  encompassed  by  the 
offerers  of  the  libation. 

9.  A man  has  realized  a small  price  for  an  article 
of  great  value,2 * * * *  and  again  coming  (to  the  buyer -.lie 
says)  this  has  not  been  sold;  I require  the  full  price; 
but  he  does  not  recover  a small  price  by  a large  (equi- 
valent): whether  helpless  or  clever  they  adhere  to 
their  bargain.. 

10.  Who  buys  this,  my  Indra,  with  ten  milch  kine? 
when  he  shall  have  slain  (your)  foes,  then  let  (the 
purchaser)  give  him  again  to  me. 

f Virgham  yad  djim  abhyakhyad  ary  a : Hay  ana  explains 
arya  by  swarni,  lord,  that  is,  Indra ; and  Patni , in  the  following 
passage,  he  says,  is  Indra7 s wife ; but  it  would  be  more  con- 
sistent with  the  concluding  passage  to  render  arya  as  the  name 
of  the  orthodox  Hindu,  in  whose  behalf  his  wife  propitiates 
Indra. 

2 The  text  is  bhuyasd  vasnam  ac.harat  kaniyas:  lit.  by  much 
a man  acquires  a little,  wealth  or  value : Itaschid  panyena 
draryena  alputaratn  viulyam  prdpnoti:  the  haschit  must  be  un-  • 
derstood,  therefore,  of  the  vendor,  which  is  consistent  with  what 

follows  in  fliis  and  the  next  verse:  the  meaning  of  this  and  the 

following  verse  is  thus  explained,  according-to  Say  ana , by  ancient 
dchdryag,  skilled  in  religious  doctrines:  one  (a  vendor)  who  takes 
a small  price  for  valuable  goods,  comes  afterwards  to  the  buyer, 
and  says,  this  has  not  been  sold  by  me,  and,  so  saying,  he  re- 

quires the  balance  of  the  price;  but  he,  the  vendor,  does  not 

recover  the  full  price,  nor  does  he  get  back  the  article  : according 
to  the  bargain  between  them  it  may  not  be  otherwise:  the  sale 

has  taken  place,  and  if  the  bargain  has  been  kept,  then  it  has 
only  to  be  considered  that  such  is  the  object  of  the  price,  and 
that  is  the  conclusion  : a bargain  has  been  made,  and  the  (sti- 
pulated) price  given;  therefore,  in  the  first  place,  an  agreement 
is  to  be  made  by  me  : so  reflecting,  Vdmadeva,  having  by  much 
praise  got  Indra  into  his  possession  or  subjugation,  purposes  to 
make  a bargain  when  about  to  dispose  of  him,  as  in  verse  10. 
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• • 

11.  Glorified  (in  the  past),  glorified,  Indra,  at  pre- 
sent, satisfy  thy  worshipper  with  food,  as  rivers  (are 
filled  with  water) : lord  of  horses,  .a  new  hymn  has 
been  made  for  thee : may  we,  possessed  of  chariots,  be 
ever  diligent ’in  thy  praise. 

StfKTA  IV.  (XXV.) 

The  deity,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  What  friend  of  man,  or  worshipper  of  the  gods, 
deserving  the  friendship  of  Indra,  has  to  day  enjoyed 
(it)?  or  what  offerer  of  the  libation  on  the  kindled 
fire  praises  him  (sufficiently)  for  his  great  and  un- 
bounded protection? 

2.  Who  has  reverenced  with  (suitable)  words  the 
(deity)  worthy  of  the  libation?  who  is  devoted  (to 
him)?  who  supports  the  cattle  (given  by  him)?  who 
desires  the  society  of  Indra?  who  his  friendship? 
who  his  fraternity?  who  (has  recourse)  to  the  sage 
Indra  for  protection? 

3.  Who  solicits  to-day  the  protection  of  the  gods? 
who  glorifies  the  Adityas , Aditi,  light?1  of  whose 
effused  libation  do  the  Aswins,  Indra,  Agni,  drink  at 
will,  propitiated  by  his  praise? 

4.  May  Agni,  the  bearer  of  oblations,  grant  him 
felicity,  and  long  behold  the  rising  sun  (in  the  dwell- 
ing of  him)2  who  says,  let  us  offer  libations  to  Indra, 
leader  (of  rites),  the  friend  of  man,  the  chief  leader 
amongst  leaders. 

5.  ’Him  neither  many  nor  few  can  molest:  may 


1 Jyotir ; but  the  commentator  explains  it  water  $ Jyotir 
udakavi. 

2 That  is,  may  the  sacred  fire  long  be  kindled  in  the  house 
of  the  sacrificer  at  the  hour  of  sunrise.  ‘ 
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. • • 

* • 

Aditi  grant  him  infinite  happiness:  the  performer  of 
pious  acts  is  dear  (to  Indra):  dear  to  Indra  is  “he 
whose  mind  is  intent  upon  him;  dear  is  he  who  ap- 
proaches him  with  homage;  dear  to  him  is  the  offerer 
of  the  libation. 

. 6.  This  hero,  Indra,  the  prompt  discomfiter  (of  foes), 
who  is  to  he  approached  with  homage,  grants  special  * 
maturity  to  the  presenter  of  the  libation : he  is  not  the 
kinsman,  nor  friend,  nor  relative,  of  him  who  offers 
no  oblation  (to  him) : he  is  difficult  of  access,  and  the 
punisher  of  him  who  repeats  not  (his)  praise. 

7.  (Indra),  the  drinker  of  the  effused  Soma , con-  * 
tracts  no  friendship  with  the  wealthy  trader  who  offers 
not  any  libation ; he  takes  away  his  wealth ; destroys  . 
him  when  destitute;  but  he  is  a special  (friend)  to 
him  who  presents  the  libation  and  oblation. 

•8.  The  most  exalted,  the  most  humble  (invoke) 
Indra  ; the  middle  (classes)  invoke  Indra  ; those  going, 
those  stopping,  (invoke)  Indra;  those  dwelling  at 
home,  those  going  to  battle,  (invoke)  Indra;  men. 
needing  food  invoke  Indra. 

sckta  v,  (xxvi.) 

The  deity  of  the  three  first  stanzas  is  said  to  be  either  Indra  of 

Paramatma:  in  the  first  case  the  Mishi  is  Vamadeva,  in  - 

the  second  Indra  : the  deity  of  the  other  verses  is  the  Syena 

or  Hawk:  Vamadeva  is  the  Itishi ; the  metre  is  Trishtubh. 

/ 

I have  been  Manu  and  Surya  : I am  the  wise  RishL 

• • 

Kakshivat:  I have  befriended  Kutsa,  the  son  of 
Arjuni  : I am  the  far-seeing  Usanas;  so  behold  me. 

1 Thisandthe  two  followinjiversesareattributed either  to Irulm  * 
or  to  Vamadeva : in  the  latter  case  it  is  said  the  sage  uttered  them 
w hile  yet  in  the  womb,  knowledge  of  truth  being  generated  in 
him,  and  enabling  him  to  identify  himself  with  universal  ex- 
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2.  1 gave  the  earth  to  the  venerable  (Manu)  :* l  I 
have  bestowed  rain  upon  the  mortal  who  presents* 
(oblations);  I have  let  forth  the  sounding  waters: 
the  gods  obey  my  will. 

3.  Exhilarated  (by  the  Soma  beverage)  1 have  de- 
stroyed the  ninety  and  nine  cities  of  Sambara;2  the 
hundredth  I gave  to  be  occupied  by  Divodasa  when 
I protected  him,  Atithigva , at  his  sacrifice. 

4.  May  this  bird,  Maruts , be  pre-eminent  over 
(other)  hawks,  since  with  a wheelless  car  the  swift- 
winged bore  the  Soma , accepted  by  the  gods,  to  Manu.3 

5.  When  the  bird,  intimidating  (its  guardians), 
carried  off  from  hence  (the  Soma)  it  was  at  large : 
(flying)  swift  as  thought  along  the  vast  path  (of  the 
firmament),  it  -went  rapidly  with  the  sweet  Soma  plant, 
and  the  hawks  thence  acquired  celebrity  in  this  world. 

6.  The  straight-flying  hawk,  conveying  the  Sotna 
plant  from  afar;  the  bird,  attended  by  the  gods, 
brought,  resolute  of  purpose,  the  adorable,  exhilara- 
ting Soma , having  taken  it  from  that  lofty  heaven. 

7.  Having  taken  it,  the  hawk  brought  the  Soma 
with  him  to  a thousand  and  ten  thousand  sacrifices, 

istence : through  the  eye  of  supreme  truth  I am  every  thing, 
para  mdrthyadrish  tyd  kritsnam  aharn  asmityarthah ; we  have 
here,  therefore,  the  basis  of  the  pautheistic  vedanfa. 

1 The  text  has  onlv  dryaiia , the  scholiast  supplies  Manure. 

2 See  vol.  1,  p.  137. 

3 Achahraya  wadhayd  is  explained,  cha hrarah itena  rathena , 
with  a car  without  wheels  : the  text  has  havyam , but  the  scho- 
liast says  this  is  a metonymy  for  the  Sonia , which,  as  we  have 

. before  seen,  page  71,  note  3,  is  said  to  have  been  brought  from 
heaven  by  the  Gdyatrt , in  the  form  of  a hawk : according  to 
Sdyana  we  are  to  understand  hereby  thehawk  the  Supreme  Spirit, 
Parahrahma,  but  this  seems  to  be  the  notion  of  a later  day. 
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.and  this  being  provided,  the  performer  of  many  (great) 
•deeds,  the  unbewildered ‘(In  dr  a)  destroyed,  in  the  ex- 
hilaration of  the  Soma , (his)  bewildered  foes. 

• StiKTA  VI.  (XXVII.) 

The  deity  is  the  Hawk,  or  Parabrahma  under  that  personifica- 
tion ; the  Ruhr  is  Vamadeva;  the  metre  is  Trithtubh , ex- 
cept in  the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Sakvari . 

1.  Being  still  in  the  germ,  I have  known  all  the 
births  of  these  divinities  in  their  order;  a hundred 
bodies  of  iron  confined  me,  but  as  a liaAvk  I came 
forth  with  speed.1 

2.  That  embryo  did  not  beguile  me  into  satisfaction, 
but  by  the  keen  energy  (of  divine  wisdom),  1 tri- 
umphed over  it:  the  impeller  of  all,2  the  sustaincr 
of  many,  abandoned  the  foes  (of  knowledge),  and,  ex- 
panding, passed  beyond  the  winds  (of  worldly  troubles) 

3.  When  the  hawk  screamed  (with  exultation)  on 
his  descent  from  heaven,  and  (the  guardians  of  the 
Soma)  perceived  that  the  Soma  was  (carried  away) 
by  it,  then,  the  archer  Krisanu , pursuing  with  the 
speed  of  thought,  and  stringing  'his  bow,  let  lly  an 
arrow  against -it.4 


1 That  is,  according  to  the  scholiast,  until  the  sage  compre- 
hended the  difference  between  the  body  and  soul,  and  learned 
that  soul  was  unconfined,  he  was  subject  to  repeated  births  ; but 
in  this  stage  he  acquired  divine  knowledge,  and  burst  through 
his  bonds  with  the  force  and  celerity  of  a hawk  from  its  nest; 
as  the  Nit  im  aiy  art  says,  Vamadeva  syenarupam  as  thuya  gar - 
bhdd-yogena  niJisritah,  Vamadeva , having  assumed  the  form  of 
a hawk,  came  forth  from  the  womb  by  the  power  of  Yoga. 

2 The  Paramdtma , or  Supreme  Spirit. 

•3  The  vital  airs,  or  life,  the  cause  of  worldly  existence,  which 
is  pain. 

4 The  Aitareya-Brdhmana,  as  above  mentioned,  narrates  this 
incident  in  the  same  manner. 
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4.  .The  straight-flying  hawk  carried  off  the  Soma 
from  above  the  vast  heaven,  as  (the  Aswins  carried 
off)  Bhujyu  from  the  region  of  Indra,  and  a falling 
feather  from  the  middle  of  the  bird  dropped  from 
him  wounded  in  the  conflict.1 

5.  Now  may  Maghavan  accept  the  pure  nutritious 
(sacrificial)  food  in  a white  pitcher,  mixed  with  milk 
and  eurds,  offered  by  the  priests;  the  upper  part  of 
the  sweetr  (beverage)  to  drink  for  his  exhilaration : 
may  the  hero  accept  (it)  to  drink  for  (his)  exhilaration. 

■ Sukta  VII.  {XXVIII.) 

The  deities  are  Indra  and  Soma ; Rishi  and  metre  as  before. 

• • * 

1.  Through  that  friendship,  Soma,  which  has 
united  thee  with  thy  (friend)  Indra,  he  has  made  the 
waters  flow  for  man;  he  has  slain  Am;  he  has  sent 
fortfy  the  seven  rivers,  and  has  opened  the  shut-up 
sources  (of  the  streams). 

2.  With  thee,  Soma,  for  his  ally,  Indra  has  quickly 
taken  off’  by  force  the  wheel  of  the  chariot  of  the  sun, 
abiding  above  with  the  vast  and  stationary  (firma- 
ment) : the  everywhere-going  wheel  (of  the  car)  of  the 
great  oppressor  has  been  taken  away.'2 

3.  Indra  has  slain  the  Dasyus , Soma,  in  battle: 
Agni  has  consumed  them  before  the  noon  :3  he  (Indra) 


A Antah-parnam,  tan-madhye  stkitam:  the  BraJimdna  says, 
as  we  have  seen,  one  nail  of  the  left-foot,  but  the  shaft  was 
broken  by  the  collision,  the  fragments  of  the  nail  became  the 
quills  of  the  fretful  porcupine,  those  of  the  arrow,  water-snakes, 
flying  foxes,  and  worms. 

2 Maho  druhOf  prabhutasya  drugdhuh , of  the  very  mighty 
oppressor  or  tyrant,  alluding  probably  to  his  heat. 

3 Para  madhyandindt : in  the  forenoon,  when  the  Soma  is 
drunk,  and  thence  Indra  and  Agni  have  been  invigorated. 


Varga  XVI I.  • 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


Varga  XVIII. 


I 

I 

' • • . ’ 

170  RIG-VEDA  SANHITA. 

• • 

has  destroyed  the  whole  of  many  thousands,  as  (robbers 
are  the  destroyers  of  those)  going  upon  (their  own) 
business,  in  a difficult  and  dangerous  (place).1 

4.  Indra,  thou  hast  made  these  Dasyus  devoid  of 
all  (good  qualities) ; thou  hast  made  the  servile  races2 
abject:  may  you,  (Soma  and  Indra),  repel  (and)  de-- 
stroy  (your)  enemies:  accept  (our)  homage  for  their 
destruction. 

5.  Possessors  of  wealth,  destroyers  of  fdes,  Indra 
and  Soma,  it  is  indeed  true  that  you  have  distributed 
great  numbers  of  horses,  and  of  the  cattle  which  had 
been  concealed,  and  the  land  which  you  had  recovered 
by  your  strength. 

S6kta  VIII.  (XXIX.) 

The  deity  is  Indra,  the  Rishi  and  melre  as  before. 

1.  Honoured  with  accepted  (sacrificial)  viands, 
come,  Indra,  exulting,  with  thy  steeds,  to  our  many 
rites  for  our  protection ; thou  who  art  the  lord,  glori- 
fied by  hymns,  whose  wealth  is  truth. 

2.  May  Indra,  the  friend  of  man,  the  omniscient, 
come  to  the  sacrifice  when  invoked  by  the  offerers  of 
libations;  he  who  is  possessed  of  good  horses,  who  is 
fearless,  honoured  by  the  effusers  of  libations,  who  re- 
joices with  the  heroes  (the  Maruts). 

3.  Let  (his  worshipper)  cause  his  ears  to  listen  so 


1 The  text  has  only  c large  durone  kratwd  na  yatdm , as  of 
those  gone  on  account  of  business  in  a difficult  place : where 
protection  is  difficult,  Sayana  supplies,  from  robbers. 

2 Vi  so  ddsir-akrinoraprasastah : ddsth  as  the  adjective  of 
visahy  prdjah,  people,  men,  is  explained,  karmahindh  having 
no  special  or  religiously  instituted  rites  or  functions,  which  is 
not  incompatible  with  the  literal  purport,  slave,  or  servile: 
aprasastah  is  rendered  garhitah,  reviled,  vile  : the  expression  is 
important  as  marking  the  existence  of  low  and  servile  classes. 
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as  to  invigorate  him  (by  praise),  and  to  give  him 
pleasure  in  every  acceptable  place;  and  being  well 
moistened  with  the  Soma  juice,  may  the  vigorous 
Indra  render  the  holy  places  (conducive)  to  our 
wealth,  and  free  from  danger.1 

4.  (That  Indra),  who  repairs  to  the  suppliant  for 
(his)  protection,  to  the  sage  in  this  manner  invoking 
and  praising  him ; he  who,  armed  with  the  thunder- 
bolt, places,  of  his  own  accord,  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  swift-going  (horses)  in  the  shafts  (of  their  cars). 

5.  Opulent  Indra,  may  we,  who  are  protected  by 
thee,  who  are  intelligent,  devout,  and  offerers  of  praise, 
be  participant  with  thee  for  the  sake  of  distributing 
brilliant  wealth,  and  abundant  food,  entitled  to  (our) 
commendation.2 

StfKTA  IX.  (XXX.). 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before;  the  metre  is  Gdyatri , except  in 
the  last  stanza,  in  which  it  is  Anuthtubh. 

1.  There  is  no  one,  Indra,  superior  to  thee;  no  one 
more  excellent  ( than  thou ) ;3  slayer  of  Vritra  there 
is  no  one,  verily,  such  as  thou  art. 

2.  Verily  men  are  attached  to  thee  as  are  all  the 


1 Sutxrthd,  tobhanani  tirthdni:  the  phrase  would  imply  that 
there  were  places  of  pilgrimage  at  this  period. 

2 The  phraseology  is  rather  doubtful,  brihnddicasya  rdya 
dhdyyasya  ddvane  pui  ukshoh,  which  is  explained,  mahaddipter 
dmmantdt  stutyasya  bahwanvasya  dhumuya  dune  nimittc 
bhejandsas-tudyn  bhajamand  bhavema;  may  we  be  enjoying 
thee  for  the  sake  of  the  gift  of  wealth  of  much  food,  every  way 
commendable  and  very  brilliant. 

3 Sdma-Veda , i.  203 : Benfey’s  text  reads  uttaram  and 
jydyas  in  the  neuter;  instead  of  uttaro  and  jydydn  in  the  mas- 
culine, as  in  the  Rich. 

VOL.  III.  O 
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Varga  XX. 


Varga  XXI. 


wheels  (to  the  body  of  the  waggon) : in  truth  thou 
art  great  and  renowned. 

3.  Verily  all  the  gods,  with  thee  (for)  their  strength, 
have  warred  (with  the  Asuras );  wherefore  thou  hast 
destroyed  them  by  day  and  by  night. 

4.  In  which  (contests),  for  the  sake  of  Kutsa  and 
his  allies,  thou  hast  stolen,  Indra,  the  (wheel  of  the 
car)  of  the  sun.1 

5.  In  which  (contests),  thou  singly  indeed  hast 
warred  with  all  those  opposing  the  gods:  thou,  Indra, 
hast  slain  the  malignant. 

6.  In  which  (contests),  Indra,*  thou  hast,  for  the 
sake  of  a mortal,  discomfited  the  sun,  and  hast  pro- 
tected Etasa  by  (thine)  exploits. 

7.  Wherefore,  slayer  of  Vritra,  opulent  Indra,  . 
hast  thou  thereupon  become  most  incensed,  and,  in 
consequence,  hast  slain  the  son  of  Danu  (Vritra)  in 
this  firmament. 

8.  Inasmuch,  Indra,  as  thou  hast  displayed  such 
manly  prowess,  thou  hast  slain  the  woman,  the  daughter 
of  the  sky,2  when  meditating  mischief. 

9.  Thou,  Indra,  who  art  mighty,  hast  enriched  the 
glorious  dawn,  the  daughter  of  heaven. 

10.  The  terrified  ITsiias  descended  from  the  broken 
waggon  when  the  (showerer  of  benefits)  had  smashed  it. 

11.  Then  her  shattered  waggon  reposed  (on  the 
bank)  of  the  Vipas*  (river),  and  she  departed  from 
afar. 


1 The  text  has  mushciya  suryam,  thou  hast  stolen  the  sun,  but 
this  is  explained  by  Saynna  by  the  more  usual  legend. 

2 The  dawn,  extinguished  by  the  ascendancy  of  Indra 
throughout  the  day. 
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12.  Thou  hast  spread  abroad  upon  the  earth,  by 

thy  contrivance,  the  swollen  Sindku  when  arrested 
(on  its  course).1 

13.  By  valour  thou  hast  carried  off  the  wealth  of 
Sushna,  when' thou  hadst  demolished  his  cities. 

14.  Thou  hast  slain  the  slave  Sambara,  the  son  of 
Kulitara,  hurling  him  from  off  the  huge  mountain. 

15.  Thou  hast  slain  the  five  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands  (of  the  followers)  of  the  slave  A' arciiin,  (sur- 
rounding) him  like  the  fellies  (round  the  spokes  of  a 
wheel). 

16.  Thou,  Indra,  who  art  Satakratu , hast  made  Varga xxn. 
ParAvrij,  the  son  of  Agru,  participant  in  sacred 

hymns.2 

17.  The  lord  of  acts,  the  wise  Indra,  has  borne 
across  (their  difficulties),  Turvasas  and  Yadu,  when 
denied  inauguration.3 

18.  Thou  hast  slain  at  once  those  two  Aryas* 

Arna  and  Chitraratha,  (dwelling)  on  the  opposite 
(bank)  of  the  Sarayu. 


1 Sindhum  vibalyam  vitasthdndm : viyatabalyavastham, 

whose  youth  was  passed,  i.e.  who  was  full  of  water,  sampurna- 
jalam;  and  vitishthamdndm , stopping  or  being  stopped. 

2 See  above,  Suhta  xix.  verse  9. 

3 Aparayat,  he  enabled  to  cross : according  to  the  scholiast, 
he  made  them  worthy  to  be  inaugurated,  or  crowned,  which 
they  were  not  at  first,  as  the  text  implies,  by  a&natarau,  not 
bather's ; alluding  to  their  exclusion  from  the  succession  in 
favour  of  the  youngest  son  Puru  by  their  father  Yayati  : see 
Vishnu  Pur  ana,  p.  414. 

4 The  scholiast  renders  diya-drydbhimanau ; aryatu  abhi- 
maninau,  presuming  on  their  dignity  as  dryas,  and  being 
without  any  faith  or  devotion  to  Indra. 

. 0 2 
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19.  Slayer  of  Vritra,  thou  hast  restored  the  (one 
who  was)  blind,  the  (other  who  was)  lame,  both  * 
abandoned  (by  their  kin) (it  is  not  possible)  to  ex- 
ceed the  happiness  that  is  given  by  thee. 

20.  Indra  has  overturned  a hundred  stone-built 
cities  ' for  DivodAs,  the  donor  of  oblations.  ■ 

21.  He  put  to  sleep,  by  delusion,  with  his  destruc- 
tive (weapons),  thirty  thousand  of  the  servile  (races), 
for  the  sake  of  Dabhiti.  • 

22.  Slayer  of  Vritra,  thou  art  the  same  (to  all  thy 
worshippers),  the  lord  of  cattle,  who  castest  down  all 
these  (thine  enemies). 

23.  When,  indeed,  Indra, thou  excitest  thy  vigorous 
manhood,  there  is  no  one  at  the  present  time  who  may 
resist  it. 

24.  Destroyer  of  foes,  may  the  divine  Aryaman 
distribute  thy  precious  wealth;  (may)  Pusiian  (bestow 
it),  (may)  Bhaga  (bestow  it);  may  the  toothless  deity 
bestow  the  desired  wealth.1 2 3 


1 We  have  here  another,  and  somewhat  contradictory  state- 
ment  from  that  of  a former  passage,  when  the  blindness  and 
lameness  were  attributed  to  one  person,  Paravrij , Vol.  II.  242, 
verse  12,  and  note:  here  we  have  not  only  the  dual ,jahitd  for 
ja/iitau , but  also  died  for  dwau ,*  the  two,  which  agrees  better 
with  the  still  earlier  allusion  to  the  same  defects  in  two  different 
individuals;  Vol.  I.  290,  verse  8,  and  note. 

2 A tma n mayindm  pur  dm  : whether  the  notion  of  masonry 
be  confined  to  the  walls,  or  extended  to  the  dwellings,  it  in-  • 
dicates  familiarity  with  something  more  substantial  than  mud 
hovels. 

3 The  text  has  vamam  puxha  vdmam  bhago  vamam  devah 
karulati ; the  triple  repetition  of  vdmn , vananiyam,  dhannm , 
■would  seem  to  separate  not  only  Bhaga,  but  Karulati  from 
Pushan , but  if  the  last  be  rightly  rendered  by  krittadanta  or 
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Sukta  X.  (XXXI.) 

The  deity,  Bishi,  and  metre  as  before ; but  verses  three,  four, 
and  five  are  in  a variety  of  Gdyatri , termed  Pddanivrit , 
having  seven  instead  of  eight  syllables  in  each  of  the  three 
divisions. 

1 . By  what  means  may  he  who  is  ever  augmenting, 
who  is  wonderful,  who  is  our  friend,  be  present  with 
us,  by  what  most  effective  rite?* 1 

2.  What  genuine  and  most  esteemed  of  the  exhi- 
larating juices  of  the  (sacrificial)  beverage  may  in- 
spirit thee  to  demolish  the  substantial  treasures  (of 
the  foe). 

3.  Do  thou,  the  protector  of  us  thy  friends  and 
praisers,  be  present  with  a hundred  protections.2 

4.  (Induced)  by  the  praises  of  men,  return  like  a 
• revolving  wheel  to  us,  dependent  (upon  thy  favour). 

5.  Thou  comest  in  a downward  (direction)  to 
sacred  rites,  as  if  to  thine  own  station : I glorify  thee 
together  with  the  sun. 

6.  When  thy  praises,  and  these  sacred  rites,  Indra, 
are  addressed  to  thee,  they  first  belong  to  thee,  and 
next  to  Surya. 


. adantaka , the  broken-toothed,  or  toothless,  it  applies  to  P Italian : 
the  attribute  has  not  occurred  before,  though  the  scholiast  quotes 
the  Veda  for  it,  Pushd  prapiditabhayo  adantaka  kilyddi  sru • 
tishu-;  according  to  the  Purdnas , Pdshan  had  his  teeth  knocked 
out  by  Vi rabhatlras  followers  at  Dakshas  sacrifice:  Vishnu 
Pur . 67,  note  6. 

1 This  seems  to  be  a popular  stanza ; it  occurs  twice  in  the 
Sdma-Vcdaf  i.  169,  232;  once  in  the  Yajush,  27,  29,  and  once 
in  the  Atharvart,  xx.  124,  1. 

2 The  same  may  be  said  of  this  and  the  preceding  stanza  ; 

. they  both  occur  in  the  other  three  Vedas,  Sdma-Vedtu  u.  33, 

34  : Yajur-Veda , 27,  40,  41 ; Atharva-Veda,  122,  2,  3. 
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7.  Lord  of  holy  acts,  they  call  thee  Maghavan, 
the  munificent,  the  resplendent. 

8.  And  verily  thou  givest  promptly  abundant 
wealth  to  him  who  praises  thee  and  offers  thee  • 
libations. 

9.  Adversaries  diminish  not  thy  hundred-fold  opu- 
lence, nor  resist  the  energies  of  thee  opposing  (them). 

10.  May  thy  hundred,  thy  thousand,  protections, 
preserve  us ; may  all  (thy)  desires  (be  for  our  defence). 

11.  Select  • us,  Indra,  on  this  occasion,  for  thy 
friendship,  for  (our)  welfare,  for  vast  and  splendid 
riches. 

12.  Favour  us,  Indra,  daily  with  infinite  riches  ; 
(protect)  us  with  all  protections. 

13.  With  fresh  protections,  Indra,  like  a warrior, 
open  for  us  those  pastures  filled  with  cattle. 

14.  May  our  chariot,  Indra,  foe-repelling,  brilliant, 
unfailing,  proceed  (everywhere),  possessing  us  of 
cattle  and  of  horses. 

15.  Surya  make  our  fame  exalted  among  the  gods, 
as  (thou  hast  placed)  the  sky,  the  shedder  of  most 
copious  rain,  above  (all  other  regions). 

StfKTA  XI.  (XXXII.) 

The  deity,  Rishi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Indra,  slayer  of  Vritra,  come  to  us  quickly:1 
thou  who  art  mighty,  (come)  with  mighty  protections. 

2.  Wonderful  Indra,  wanderer  at  times  (through 

1 Asmakam  arddkam,  asm&ham  samipam , near  to  us : Ma- 
htdhara  explains  ardd/ia , dwelling-place,  nivdsa  desam , or  hall 
of  worship,  deva-yajana  desam : it  is  properly,  a half,  whence 
Benfey  renders  it  seite,  but  this  is  merely  inferential,  like  the 
interpretations  of  Mahtdhara.  Rama-Veda , i.  181,  Yajur- 
Veda,  33,  65.  * 
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space),  thou  art  verily  the  granter  of  (our)  desires, 
and  doest.what  is  marvellous  for  the  protection  (of 
those  who  are  engaged)  in  wondrous  works. 

3.  Thou  destroyest  by  thy  might  the  fierce  assail- 
ing foe,  associated  with  the  humble  friends  who  are 
along  with  thee. 

4.  We,  Indra,  are  along  with  thee;  we  zealously 
glorify  thee:  do  verily  protect  us  all. 

5.  Wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  do  thou. come  to  us 
with  wondrous,  irreproachable,  irresistible  protections. 

6.  May  we,  Indra,  be  the  friends  of  one  like  thee, 
possessed  of  cattle,  allied  (to  him)  for  (the  sake  of) 
abundant  food. 

7.  For  thou  alone,  Indra,  art  lord  over  food  com- 
bined with  cattle;  therefore  do  thou  grant  us  ample 
food. 

8.  None  change  thy  purpose,  Indra,  object  of  lau- 
dation, when,  being  praised,  thou  desirest  to  bestow 
wealth  upon  the  praisers. 

9.  The  Gotamas  glorify  thee,  Indra,  with  praise, 
that  thou  mayest  grant  wealth,  and  for  the  sake  of 
abundant  food. 

10.  We  proclaim  thy  pnnvess,  whereby  exhilarated 
(by  the  Smna),  and  having  gone  against  them,  thou 
hast  demolished  the  servile  cities. 

1 1>  The  pious  celebrate  thy  manly  exploits,  Indra, 
object  of  laudation,  when  the  juices  (of  the  Soma) 
are  effused. 

12.  The  Gotamas , offerers  of  praise,  exalt  thee, 
Indra;  bestow  upon  them  food  and  posterity. 

13.  Although,  Indra,  thou  art  the  common  pro- 
perty of  (all)  worshippers,  we  invoke  thee  (such)  as 
thou  art  (for  ourselves). 


Varga 
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14.  Giver  of  dwellings,  be  present  with  us;  drinker 
„ of  the  Soma , be  exhilarated  by  the  beverage  of  the 

juices. 

15.  May  the  praise  (of  us)  who  are  devoted  (to 

thee),  Indra,  give  thee  to  us:  guide  thy  horses  to- 
wards us.  ; 

16.  Eat  (Indra)  our  cakes  and  butter;  be  pleased 
by  our  praises  as  a libertine  (by  the  caresses)  of 
a woman. 

Varga  xxx.  17.  We  solicit,  Indra  for  a thousand  well  trained, 
swift-going  horses,  for  a hundred  jars1  of  Soma  juice. 

18.  We  seek  to  bring  down  from  thee,  thousands 
and  hundreds  of  cattle ; may  riches  come  to  us  from 
thee. 

19.  May  we  obtain  from  thee,  ten  golden  ewers, 
for  thou,  slayer  of  Vritra,  art  a bountiful  giver. 

20.  A bountiful  giver  art  thou,  Indra:  give, 
bountifully  to  us;  (give)  not  little;  bring  much;  for 
verily  thou  desirest  to  give  much. 

21.  Verily  thou  art  renowned  amongst  many  as  a 
bountiful  giver;  hero,  slayer  of  Vritra,  make  us 
sharers  in  wrealth. 

22.  Wise  Indra,  I praise  thy  brown  (horses) ; be- 
stower  of  kine,  (who  art)  not  regardless  (of  thy  wor- 

* shippers)  :2  with  those  two  steeds  terrify  not  our  cattle. 


1 Khdri , a certain  measure  ; by  metonymy,  a jar  or  ewer, 
drona-lialasa,  holding  such  a quantity  : in  modern  use  it  is  the 
name  of  a grain  measure,  equal  to  sixteen  dronas , or  about  three  - 
bushels. 

2 He  napat  na  pdtayitah,  stotrin  avindwyitah,khitu  pdlayi- 
tar , ityartha ; oh  thou,  not  casting  down,  not  injuring  or  de- 
stroying, those  who  praise,  that  is,  cherishing  them. 
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. 23.  Like  two  puppets  on  an  arranged,  new,  and 

slender  stage,  thy  two  brown  (steeds),  are  brilliant 
at  sacrifices.1 

24.  Thy  two  innocuous  brown  (steeds)  are  suffi- 
cient at  sacrifices  for  me,  whether  going  (to  them)  in 
(a  waggon  drawn  by)  oxen,  or  going  without  (such) 
a conveyance. 


ADHYAYA  VII. 


ANUVAKA  IV. 

S6kta  I.  (XXXIH.) 

The  deities  are  the  RiBHUs;2the  Rinhi  is  Vamadeva;  the 

metre  is  Trishtubh, 

1.  I send  my  prayer  as  a messenger  to  the  IIibhus; 
I solicit  (of  them)  the  milch  cow,  the  yielder  of  the 
white  milk,  for  the  dilution  (of  the  Soma  libation); 
for  they,  as  swift  as  the  wind,  the  doers  of  good  works, 
were  borne  quickly  across  the  firmament  by  rapid 
steeds.3 

2.  When  the  Ribhus,  by  honouring  their  parents 


1 Kaninakeva  vidradhe  nave  drupade  arbhake:  nave  and  arb- 
hahe  have  their  usual  meanings,  new, small;  kaninahe  is  explained 
by  saldbhanjike , dolls  or  puppets  ; vidradhe  by  ryudhe , arrayed, 
or  arranged  : and  drupade  by  drumakliyaxthane  sthite , standing 
on  a place  fixed,  termed  either  a tree,  or  from  a tree,  a plank  or 
•platform,  probably,  answering  to  a stage  on  which  puppets  were 
exhibited.  * 

2 See  vol.  I.  p.  45. 

* 3 As  applicable  to  the  deified  mortals,  it  alludes  to  their  being 
' transported  to  the  sphere  of  the  gods : if  the  rays  of  the  sun  are 
to  be  understood,  it  implies  merely  their  dispersion  through  the 
sky. 
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. with  renovated  (youth),  and  by  other  works,  had . 
achieved  enough,  they  thereupon  proceeded  to  the  so- 
ciety of  the  gods,  and,  considerate,  they  bring  nourish- 
ment to  the  devout  (worshipper). 

3.  May  they  who  rendered  them  decrepid  and 
drowsy  parents,  when,  like  two  dry  posts,  again  per- 
petually young,  VAja,  Vibhwan,  and  Ribuu  associated 
with  Indra,  drinkers  of  the  Soma  juice,  protect  our 
sacrifice. 

4.  Inasmuch  as  for  a year  the  Ribhus  preserved  the 
(dead)  cow,  inasmuch  as  for  a year  they  invested  it 
with  flesh,  inasmuch  as  for  a year  they  continued  its 
beauty,  they  obtained  by  their  acts  immortality. 

5.  The  eldest  said,  let  us  make  two  ladles;  the 
youngest  said,  let  us  make  three:  Twashtri,  Ribiius, 
has  applauded  your  proposal. 

6.  The  men,  (the  Ribiius),  spake  the  truth,  for 
such  (ladles)  ■ they  made,  and  thereupon  the  Ribhus 
partook  of  that  libation:  TwAsnTRi,  beholding  the 
four  ladles,  brilliant  as  day,  was  content. 

7.  When  the  Ribiius,  reposing  for  twelve  days,  re- 
mained in  the  hospitality  of  the  unconcealable  (sun), 
they  rendered  the  fields  fertile,  they  led  forth  the 
rivers,  plants  sprung  upon  the-  waste,  and  waters 
(spread  over)  the  low  (places.1) 

8.  May  those  Ribiius  who  constructed  the  firm- 
abiding,  wheel-conducting  car ; who  formed  the  all- 
impelling  multiform  milch  cow ; they  who  are  the- 
bestowers  of  food,  the  doers  of  great  deeds;  and  dex- 
terous of  hand,  fabricate  for  us  riches. 

9.  The  gods  were  pleased  by  their  works,  illus- 

1 See  vol.  n.  p.  110. 
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trious  in  act  and  in  thought : VAja  was  the  artificer 
of  the  gods,  Ribhukshin  of  Indra,  Vibhwan  of 
Varuna. 

10.  May  those  Ribhus  who  gratified  the  horses  (of 
Indra)  by  pious  praise,  who  constructed  for  Indra 
his  two  docile  steeds,  bestow  upon  us  satiety  of  riches, 
and  wealth  (of  cattle),  like  those  who  devise  prosperity 
for  a friend.' 

11.  The  gods  verily  have  given  you  the  beverage 
at  the  (third  sacrifice  of  the)  day,  and  its  exhilaration, 
not  through  regard,  but  (as  the  gift  of  one)  wearied 
out  (by  penance):1  Ribhus,  who  are  .so  (eminent), 
grant  us,  verily,  wealth  at  this  third  (diurnal)  sacrifice. 

StfKTA  II.  (XXXIV.) 

The  deities,  Ilishi,  and  metre  as  before.  * 

1.  Ribhu,  Vibhwan,  VAja,  and  Indra,  do  you  come 
to  this  our  sacrifice,  to  distribute  precious  things,  for 
the  divine  word  has  indeed  now  desired  the  drinking2 
(of  the  Soma)  on  the  (appointed  hours  of  the)  days; 
therefore  the  exhilarating  draughts  are  collected  for 
you. 

2.  Resplendent  with  (sacrificial)  food,  prescient  of 
your  (celestial)  birth,3  be  exhilarated,  Ribhus  along 

1 j Rite  xrdntasya  sahhydya  is  the  phrase  of  the  text : Sayana 
says,  na  sahhitwdya  bhavanti  de.vah , the  gods  are  not  through 
friendship,  srdntdt  Inyo  yuktdt  rite , except  one  wearied  by 
penance,  which  would  seem  to  apply  to  the  worshipper;  but 
again  he  says,  ete  srdntd  ato  daduh , they,  wearied  out,  there- 
fore gave. 

O 

2 Drishand  devi : in  the  Aitareya  Brdhmana  it  is  said,  Pm - 
jdpati  said  to  Savitri,  these  are  thy  fellow-students ; do  thou 
drink  w'ith  them. 

3 Viddndxo  janmanah  is  explained,  jananasya  devatwa-lak - 
shanast/a,  devatwa-prdptim  jdnantah,  knowing  the  attainment 
of  deification. 
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with  the  Ritus  : the  inebriating  draughts  are  collected 

for  you  as  well  as  pious  praise : do  you  confer  upon 
us  riches  with  excellent  posterity. 

3.  This  sacrifice,  Ribhus,  has  been  instituted  for 
you,  the  which  you,  who  are  eminently  resplendent, 
have  accepted  after  the  manner  of  men : before  you 
have  the  propitiatory  (libations)  been  placed,  for  VAjas, 
you  are  all  entitled  to  precedence. 

4.  Now,  leaders  (of  rites),  the  treasure  that  ought 

to  be  presented  is  to  be  given  to  the  mortal  perform- 
ing (the  sacred  rite),  the  offerer  (of  the  libation):’ 
drink,  VAjas,  (drink),  Ribhus;  I present  it  to  you  at 
the  third  solemn  (diurnal)  ceremony  for  your  exhilara- 
tion. • 

5.  Vajas,  Ribhukshans,  leaders  (of  rites),  come  to 
us  eulogising  exceeding  wealth:  these  draughts  (of 
Soma)  proceed  to  you  at  the  decline  of  day,  like 
newly-delivered  cows  to  their  stalls. 

G.  Sons  of  strength,  come  to  this  sacrifice,-  invoked 
with  veneration  : givers  of  precious  things,  associated 
with  Indra,  with  whom  you  are  intelligent,  participate 
in  being  gratified  (by  the  libation),  drink  of  the  sweet 
Soma  juice. 

7.  Sympathizing 1 in  satisfaction  with  Varuna, 
drink,  Indra,  the  Soma  juice  ; drink  it,  thou  who  art 
entitled  to  praise,  sympathizing  with  the  Maruts: 
drink,  sympathizing  with  the  first  drinkers,  with  the 


1 It  is  not  easy  to  find  an  equivalent  for  Sajoshdh,  although  the 
sense  is  obvious  enough : sajoshd  Indra  Varunena  somam 
pdhi,  is,  literally,  Indra , who  art  co-pleased  with  Varuna , 
drink  the  libation;  implying  that  they  both  derive  the  like 
satisfaction  from  the  beverage  which  they  imbibe  together. 


THIRD  ASHTAKA — SEVENTH  ADHYAYA. 


189 


drinkers  (at  the  sacrifices)  of  the  Ritus ; 1 sympathizing 
with  the  protectresses, of  the  wives  (of  the  gods),2  the 
giver  of  wealth.  • 

8.  Ribhus,  be  exhilarated,  sympathizing  with  the 
Adityas , sympathizing  with  the  Parvatas ,3  sympathiz- 
ing with  the  divine  Savitri,  sympathizing  with  the 
wealth-bestowing  (deities  of  the)  rivers. 

9.  Ribhus,  who  by  .your  assistance  (gratified)  the 
Aswins,  who  (renovated  your)  parents,  who  (restored) 
the  cow,  who  fabricated  the  horses,  who  made  armour 
(for  the  gods),  who  separated  earth  and  heaven,  and 
who,  the  all-pervading  leaders  (of  rites),  accomplished 
(acts  productive  of)4  good  results. 

10.  Ribhus,  who  possess  wealth,  comprising  cattle, 
food,  progeny,  dwellings,  and  abundant  sustenance,  do 
you,  who  are  the  first  drinkers  (of  the  Soma),  bestow 
upon  us,  when  exhilarated,  (that  wealth,  and  upon 
those)  who  laud  your  liberality. 


1 Iiiiupabhih  is  explained,  rituyajadevaih,  the  'deities  to 
whom  the  Ritu  sacrifice  is  dedicated. 

2 Gnaspatnibhih : gna  is  usually  rendered  the  wives  of  the 
gods  : the  compound  is  here  explained  strindmpdlayitryafi , the 
fepale  protectors  of  women:  it  may  imply  the  goddesses,  but 
there  is  no  authority  for  such  an  interpretation. 

3 Parva  tebhih , parvavadbhih , part  any  arcliy  amdnair-deva- 
vises/iai/i : a sort  of  deities  to  be  worshipped  at  the  Parvus , cer- 
tain periods  of  the  month,  as  the  new  and  full  moon,  &c. 

4 Swapatyani  chakruh : according  to  the  scholiast,  sicapatana 
s&dhandni  harmdniyficts,  the  means  of  accomplishing  their  good 
offspring  or  consequences  : according  to  Sdyana  also  the  rela- 
tive ye  refers  to  the  antecedent  in  the  next  verse,  te  agrepal , 
they  the  first  drinkers,  the  Soma  being  first  offered. at  the  even- 
ing sacrifice  to  the  Ribhus. 


t 


Varga  V. 


190  RIG-VEDA  8ANIIITA. 

* • 

» 

11.  Ribhus  go  not  away;  let  us  not  leave  you 
(thirsting);  (be  present)  unreproached  at  this  sacri- 
fice  ; be  exhilarated,  deities,  along  with  Indra,  with 
the  MaRUTS,  and  with  (other)  brilliant  (divinities), 
for  the  distribution  of  wealth. 

S6kta  III.  (XXXV.) 

Deities,  Ruhr,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Come  hither,  sons  of  strength,  sons  of  Sudhan- 
wan;  Ribhus,  keep  not  away;  may  the  exhilarating 
juices  proceed  to  you  at  this  sacrifice,  after1  the  muni- 
ficent Indra. 

2.  May  the  munificence  of  the  Ribhus  come  to  me 
on  this  occasion,  (since)  there  has  been  the  drinking 
of  the  effused  Soma , in  consequence  of  one  ladle  having 
been  made  fourfold  by  their  dexterous  and  excellent 
work. 

* • • 

3.  You  have  made  the  ladle  fourfold,  and  have  said 

(to  Agni),  assent  (to  the  division) : therefore  have 
you  gone,  VAjas,  the  path  of  the  immortals:  dex- 
terous-handed Ribhus  (you  have  joined)  the  company 
of  the  gods. 

4.  What  sort  of  ladle  was  that  which  by  skill  you 
have  made  four?  now  pour  forth  the  Soma  for  their 
exhilaration:  drink,  Ribhus,  of  the  sweet  Soma 
libation. 

5.  By  your  (marvellous)  deeds  you  have  made  your 
parents  young;  by  your  deeds  you  have  made  the 

1 Indram  anut  Indram  anusritya  or  anngamantu:  having  fol- 
lowed, or  may  they  come  after,  Indra ; or  it  would  be  more  con- 
sistent to  render  it,  may  they  come  after  (you)  to  Indra , &c., 
see  note  4,  in  the  preceding  page. 
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ladle  (fit)  for  the  drinking  of  the  gods : by  your  deeds 

you  have  made  the  two  horses,  the  bearers  of  Indra, 
swifter  than  (an  arrow  from)  a bow,  Ribhus,  who  are 
rich  in  (sacrificial)  food. 

6.  Distributors  of  food,  Ribhus,  showerers  (of  bene- 
fits), exhilarated  (by  the  Soma  draught),  fabricate 
wealth,  comprising  all  posterity  for  him  who  pours 
out  for  your  exultation,  the  acrid,  libation  at  the 
decline  of  day. 

7.  Drink,  lord  of  horses,  Indra,  the  libation  offered 

at  dawn ; the  noon-day  libation  is  alone  for  thee ; but 

(in  the  evening)  drink  with  the  munificent  Ribhus, 

whom,  Indra,  thou  hast  made  thy  friends  by  good 

deeds.  •'  . 

• • 

8.  Do  you,  sons  of  strength,  wTho  have  become 
gods  by  (your  good  deeds),  soaring  aloft  in  the  sky 
like  falcons,  bestow  upon  us  riches : sons  of  Sudhanwan, 
you  have  become  immortals. 

9.  Dexterous-handed,  since  you  have  instituted, 
through  desire  of  good  works,  the  third  sacrifice, 
which  is  the  bestower  of  wealth,  therefore,  Ribhus, 
drink  this  effused  Soma  with  exhilarated  senses. 

StfKTA  IV.  (XXXVI.) 

The  deities  and  Rishi  as  before  ; the  metre  is  Jagati,  in  the  last 

verse  Trishtubh . 

1.  The  glorious  three-wheeled  car  (of  the  Aswins 
made,  Ribhus,  by  you),  traverses  the  firmament  with- 
out horses,  without  reins:  great  was  that  proclama- 
tion of  your  divine  (power),  by  which,  Ribhus,  you 
cherish  heaven  and  earth. 

• 2.  We  invoke  you  respectfully,  Vajas  and  Ribhus, 

to  drink  of  this  libation,  for  you  are  the  wise  sages 


• # 
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who,  by  mental  meditation,  made  the  well-constructed 
undeviating  car  (of  the  Aswins). 

3.  Therefore,  Vaja,  Ribhu,  Vibhwan,  was  your 
greatness  proclaimed  amongst  the  gods,  that  you  made 
your  aged  and  infirm  parents  again  young  (and  able) 
to  go  (where  they  would). 

4.  You  have  made  the  single  ladle  four-fold:  by 
your  (marvellous)  acts  you  have  clothed  the  cow  with 
a (new). hide;  therefore  you  have  obtained  immortality 
amongst  the  gods : such  acts,  Vajas  and  Ribhus,  are 

. to  be  eagerly  glorified. 

5.  From  the  Ribhus  may  wealth,  the  best  and  most 
productive  of  food,  (come  to  me);  that  which  the 
leaders  (of  rites)- renowned  together  with  the  Vajas, 
have  engendered ; that  which  has  been  fabricated  by 
Vibhwan,  and  is  to  be  celebrated  at  sacrifices;  that 
which,  deities,  you  protect,  that  is  to  be  beheld. 

6.  He  is  vigorous  and  skilled  in  war,  he  is  a Rishi 
worthy  of  homage,  he  is  a hero,  the  discomfiter  of  foes, 
invincible  in  battles,  he  is  possessed  of  ample  wealth, 
and  (is  blessed)  with  excellent  posterity,  whom  Vaja 
and  Vibhwan,  whom  the  Ribhus  protect. 

7.  An  excellent  and  agreeable  form  lias  . been  . 
assumed  by  you : (this  is  our  own)  praise : Vajas  and 
Ribhus  be  gratified  (thereby),  for  you  are  wise,  ex- 
perienced, and  intelligent : such  we  make  you  known 
(to  be)  by  this  (our)  prayer. 

8.  Do  you  who  are  wise,  (bestow)  upon  us,  in  re- 
quital of  our  praises,  all  enjoyments  that  are  good  for 
man,  and  fabricate  for  us,  Ribhus,  riches  and  food, 
resplendent,  invigorating,  overpowering  (foes),  and’ 
most  excellent. 
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9.  G rati  tied  (by  our  worship),  fabricate  for  us,  on 
this  occasion,  progeny,  and  wealth,  and  reputation, 
with  numerous  adherents  :l  grant  to  us,  RlBHUS,  abun- 
dant sustenance  wherewith  we  may  greatly  excel  others. 

StiKTA  V.  (XXXVII.) 

Deities  anti  Rishi , as  before ; the  metre  of  the  first  four  verses 
is  Trishtubl g of  the  rest  Anushtubh. 

1.  Divine  Vajas,  Ribhus,2  come  to  our  sacrifice 
by  the  path  travelled  by  the  gods,  inasmuch  as  you, 
gracious  ( Ribhus),  have  maintained  sacrifice  amongst 
the  people,  (the  progeny)  of  Manu,  for  (the  sake  of) 
securing  the  prosperous  course  of  days. 

2.  May  these  sacrifices  be  (acceptable)  to  you  in 
heart  and  mind:  may  to-day  the  sufficient  (juices) 
mixed  with  butter  flow  to  you : the  full  libations  are 
prepared  for  you : may  they,  when  drank,  animate  you 
for  glorious  deeds. 

3.  As  the  offering  suited  to  the  gods  at  the  third 
(daily)  sacrifice  supports  you,  Vajas,  RiBHUKSHANS;  as 
the  praise  (then  recited  supports  you):  therefore,  like 
Manu,  I offer  you  the  Soma  juice,  along  with  the  very 


1 Sravo-viravat  might  be  rendered  food-comprehending-off- 
spring,  but  as  prajd  lias  been  already  specified,  the  scholiast 
interprets  vtravat , viros  ftubens , by  bhrityadibhirupelam , en- 
dowed with  dependants. 

2 The  text  has  Ribhukshdh  which  is  properly  the  nom.  sing, 
of  Ribhuhshin , a name  of  Indra : here  Sdyana  identifies  it 
with  Ribhavah , the  plur.  nom.  of  Ribhu  : in  some  of  the  fol- 
lowing verses  of  this  hymn  the  word  appears  as  Ribhukshanah , 
the  nom.  or  voc. -plural  of  Ribhuhshin  substituting  optionally, 
the  short  for  the  long  vowel  in  the  antepenultimate,  Ribhvh- 
shanah  for  Ribhuhshdnah : see  Sanscrit  Gr.,  2d  edit.  p.  4fi0. 

VOL.  III.  I* 
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radiant  (deities)  among  the  people  assembled  at  the 

i 

[NS,  you  are  borne  by  stout  horses  mounted 
on  a brilliant  car,  have  jaws  of  iron,  and  are  possessed 
of  treasures  :1 2  sons  of  Indra,  grandsons  of  strength,3 
this  last  sacrifice4  is  for  your  exhilaration. 

5.  W e invoke  you,  Ribhukshans,  for  splendid  wealth, 
mutually  co-operating,  most  invigorating  in  war,  affect- 
ing the  senses,  ever  munificent,  and  comprehending 
horses.5 

6.  May  the  man  whom  you,  Ribiius  and  Indra, 
favour,  be  ever  liberal  by  his  acts,  and  possessed  of  a 
horse  at  the  sacrifice.0 

* 7.  Vajas,  Ribhuksiians,  direct  us  in  the  way  to 


solemnity 
4.  Vaj 


1 Juhve  manushvat  upardsu  viksku  yushme  sachd  brihad • 
diveshu  somain  : the  meaning  is  not  very  clear:  vpard  is  ex- 
plained, those  who  are  pleased  or  sport  near  the  worship  of  the 
gods,  devnyajana  samipe  ramantah ; tarn  vikshu-prajasu , in  or 
among  such  people  : brihaddiveshu , Sayana  considers  an  epithet 
of  deveshu  understood. 

2 Vdjinah,  the  possessors  either  of  horses  or  food,  is  here 
used  somewhat  irregularly  for  Vdjd : ayahsiprd , according  to 
the  commentator,  means  as  hard  or  strong  as  iron,  aynvat , 
sdrabhutasiprdh : gunishkdh  having  good  nishhax , a certain 
weight  of  gold,  if  not  a coin. 

3 The  text  has  here  the  nouns  in  the  singular,  son  of  Indra , 
son  or  grandson  of  strength,  and  inconsistently  follows  with 
vah-vos,  you,  in  the  plural. 

4 Ity agriyam j agre  b/tavam , would  mean  the  first,  the  pre- 
ceding, but  Sayana  explains  it,  tritiyam  savanam,  which  is 

. most  consistent  with  the  worship  of  the  Ribhus. 

5 Such  are  the  explanations  of  the  epithets  given  to  rdiyim , 
wealth,  ribhum,  yujam , vdjintamam , indr  arrant  am,  saddsd- 
famam , aswinam , explained  as  in  the  text. 

n Medhaxdtd.  so  arvata:  perhaps  a horse  fit  for  the  asiramedha 
is  implied. 
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sacrifice;  for  you,  who  are  intelligent,  being  glorified 
(by  us),  are  able  to  traverse  all  the  quarters  (of  space). 

8.  Vajas,  Ribiiuksiians,  Indra,  Nasatyas  com- 
mand that  ample  wealth  with  horses  be  sent  to  men 
for  their  enrichment. 

StfKTA  VI.  (XXXVIII.) 

The  deities  of  ihc  first  verse  are  Heaven  and  Earth,  of  the  rest 

Dadhihra ; the  Rishi  is  Vamadeva  : the  metro  Trightubh. 

1 . Trasadasyu  has  bestowed  upon  many  the  ancient 
(gifts)  which  were  obtained  by  the  liberal  (prince) 
through  your*  (favour,  Heaven  and  Earth)1  you  two 
have  given  a horse,  a son,2 3  a weapon  (for  the  destruc- 
tion) of  the  Dasyus , fierce  and  foe-subduing. 

2.  And  you  two  have  given  the. swift  Dadhikra? 
the  repeller  of  many  (foes),  the  defender  of  all  men, 
the  straight-going,  the  graceful-moving,  the  resplen- 
dent, the  rapid,  the  destroyer  of  enemies  like  a heroic 
prince. 

3.  Whom  all  men,  rejoicing,  praise,  rushing  every- 
where, as  if  down  a precipice,  springing  with  his  feet 
like  a hero  eager  for  war,  drawing  a car,  and  going  as 
swift  as  the  wind. 

1 They  are  not  named  in  the  text,  but  the  dual  pron.  vdm , of 
you  two,  is  supposed  to  imply  them. 

2 So  Say  ana  explains  the  hghetrdxdm  and  urvardsdm  of  the 
text,  deriving  them  from  hshclra,  land,  urvara , fertile  soil,  and 
satif  to  give:  why  these  should  signify  aswa  and  putra  is  not 
very  obvious. 

3 JDadhikrd , or  as  also  read,  Dadhikrdvan , is  given  in  the 
Niyhantu  of  Yasha  amongst  thesynonymes  of aswa,n  horse:  the 
form  is  noted  in  Panini,  in.  2.  67:  according  to  Mahidhara  on 
Rich  6,  of  Sukta  vn.  Yajusli , 23,  32,  the  etymology  is  dadhiy 
who  bears,  who  carries  his  rider,  and  krama , to  go : according  to 
the  Aitareyp,  Brdhmana , m.  15.  5,  Ayni,  in  the  form  ofa  horse, 
destroyed  the  A suras  by  t he  desire  of  Bharadiraja. 
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4.  Who,  opposing  the  mingled  multitude  in  battles, 
rushes  eager,  passing  through  the  regions,  whose  vigour 
is  manifest,  who,  understanding  what  is  to  be  known, 
puts  to  shame  the  adversary  of  the  (pious)  man.1 

5.  Whom  men  call  after  in  battles,  as  after  a thief 
carrying  off  a garment,  or  as  (after)  a hungry  hawk 
pouncing  (upon  his  prey) : they  call  after  him,  hasten- 
ing to  obtain  food,  or  a herd  of  cattle.2 

6.  And  who,  issuing  forth  the  first  in  those  en- 
counters, rushes  in  various  directions  # with  rows  of 
chariots;  like  an  elegant  (courser),  friendly  to  man, 
decorated  with  a garland,  raising  the  dust,  and  champ- 
ing his  bit. 

7.  And  that  swift  (horse)  enduring  in  battle,  bestow- 
ing food,  and  doing  service  with  his  limbs,  rushing 
swiftly  upon  the  quick-moving  (host  of  the  enemy), 
going  straight  onward,  and  tossing  up  the  dust,  throws 
it  above  his  brows. 

8.  And  the  adversaries  of  that  foe-destroying  steed, 
like  (those)  of  the  brilliant  thunderbolt,  are  alarmed; 
for  when  he  contends,  even  against  thousands  on  every 
side,  then,  rousing  (his  spirit),  he  is  fearful  and  irre- 
sistible. 


1 Vida i/i a nichihyat  tiro  aratim  paryyapa  dyoh,  is  ex- 
plained jndtavydni  jdnan , aramanam , arim  vd,  iirasharoti 
stotur-manushyasya,  knowing  things  cognisable,  who  disgraces 
the  opponent,  or  the  foe  of  the  man,  the  praiser. 

2 Sravaschachchhapasumachcha y at  ham,  is  explained  annum 
kirltim  vd  pasumad  yut/iam  cha  achcha  abhilakshya  gach- 
chhaniam  enamanuhrosanti, they  callafter  him,thatis ,Dadhihrd, 
going,  having  in  view  either  food  or  fame,  or  a herd  consisting 
of  cattle : Sayana  rests  his  interpretation  on  that  of  Yasha, 
Nir.  iv.  24:  perhaps  the  anuhrosanti  should  be  again  supplied 
ns  applicable  to  the  pasumad- yutham. 
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9.  Men  praise  the  overpowering  rapidity  of  that 
fleet  (steed),  who  is  the  accomplisher  (of  the  desires) 
of  mankind,  and,  following  him  to  battle,  they  have 
said,  Dadhikra  with  (his)  thousands  has  gone  forth 
against  the  foe. 

1 0.  Dadhikra  has  spread  abroad  the  five  classes  of 
beings  by  his  strength,  as  the  sun  (diffuses)  the  waters 
by  his  radiance:  may'he,  the  giver  of  hundreds  and 
thousands,,  associate  these  praises  with  agreeable 
(rewards). 

Sukta  VII.  (XXXIX.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before;  the  metre  the  same,  except  in 
the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Anushtubh. 

1 . Verily  we  praise  that  swift  Dadhikra  and  scatter 
(provender  before  him)  from  heaven  and  earth:  may 
the  gloom-dispelling  dawns  preserve  for  me  (all  good 
things),  and  bear  me  beyond  all  evils. 

2.  Fulfiller  of  religious  rites,  I reiterate  the  praise 
of  the  great  Dadhikra , the  liberal,  many-honoured 
showerer  (of  benefits),  whom  Mitra  and  Varuna  gave 
for  the  good  of  many,  the  transporter  (beyond  cala- 
mity), as  brilliant  as  Agni. 

3.  May  Aditi,1  consentient  with  Mitra  and  Va- 
runa. render  him  free  from  sin  who  has  performed  the 
worship  of  the  steed  Dadhikra , when  the  fire  has 
been  kindled  at  the  opening  of  the  dawn. 

4.  Whilst  we  glorify  the  name  of  the  great  Dadhi- 
kra , the  means  of  sustenance  and  of  strength,  the 
prosperity  of  those  who  praise  (him),2  let  us  invoke 

1 Aditi  is  considered  by  Sdyana  as  an  appellative,  ahhanda - 
niya,  the  indivisible  or  infrangible,  that  is,  Dadhikra. 

2 The  text  has  mnrutam  ndma  bhadram : Say  ana  explains 
marutdin  bv  stotrindm,  of  the  praisers. 
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Varga  XIV. 


(also)  for  our  welfare  Varuna,  Mitra,  Agni,  and 
In  dr  A,  the  bearer  of  the  thunderbolt. 

5.  Those  who  are  preparing  for  battle,  those  who 
are  proceeding  to  sacrifice,  both  invoke  ( Dadhikra ) 
as  if  (he  was)  Indra:  Mitra  and  Varuna  have  given 
to  us  the  horse  Dadhikra  as  an  encourager  to  man. 

G.  I have  celebrated  the  praise  of  Dadhikra , the 
rapid  and  victorious  steed : may  he  make  our  mouths 
fragrant,1  may  he  prolong  our  lives. 

StfKTA  VIII.  (XL.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before;  the  metre  of  the  first  verse  is 
7'rishtubh,  of  the  rest  JagatL 

1.  May  we  repeatedly  recite  (the  praise)  of  Dad- 
hikrdvan;  may  all  rising  dawns  excite  me  (to  the 
adoration)  of  the  waters,  of  Agni,  of  Usiias,  of  Surya, 
of  Briiiaspati,  and  of  Jishnu  the  son  of  Angiras. 

2.  May  Dadhikrdvan , the  active,  the  cherisher,  the 
giver  of  cattle,  who  abides  with  the  devout,  the  swift- 
going, be  willing  to  accept  (the  sacrificial)  food  at 
the  time  of  the  desirable  dawn : may  he  who  is  true, 
moving,  rapid,  and  leaping  like  a grasshopper,  pro- 
duce (for  us)  food,  strength,  heaven. 

3.  And  after  him  who  is  quick-going,  hastening, 
eager  (to  arrive  at  his  goal,  men)  follow  (as  other 
birds  pursue)  the  flight  of  a swift  (bird)2  striving 

1 The  mouth  having  been  defiled  by  the  use  of'  inelegant 
language,  according  to  Mahidhara : the  verse  occurs  in  the 
Sdma-Veda,  i.  358;  Y a] tish,  23,  32;  and  Atharvan , xx. 
127.  3:  according  to  the  commentator  on  the  Yajush , it  is  to 
be  recited  at  the  aswamedha  when  the  priests  bring  the  queen 
away  from  the  horse. 

2 This  is  a very  elliptical  passage  : asya  dravataa-turanyatah- 
parnam  na  vcr-anu  vdti  pragardhinah , lit.  of  him  running, 
quick- going,  as  after  the  flight  of  a bird,  go  they  eager:  the 
scholiast  supplies  the  ellipse,  and  as  the  verb  anuydti  is  in  the 
singular,  he  supplies  a nominative,  sarvah  janah,  every  man. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THIRD  ASIITAKA — SEVENTH  ADHYAYA.  . 199 


together  to  keep  up  by  the  side  of  Dadikravan  the 
transporter  (of  others)  as  swift  as  a hawk.1 

4.  And  that  horse  bound  by  his  neck,  his  flanks, 
his  mouth,  accelerates  his  paces:  Dadlukra  in- 
creasing in  vigour  after  the  (sacred  rite),  following 
the  windings  of  the  roads,  goes  still  more  rapidly. 

5.  He  is  IIansa,  (the  sun),  dwelling  in  light;  Vasu, 
(the  wind),  dwelling  in  the  firmament;  the  invoker 
of  the  gods  (Agni),  dwelling  on  the  altar;  the  guest 
(of  the  worshipper),  dwelling  in  the  house  (as  the 
culinary  fire) ; the  dweller  amongst  men,  (as  con- 
sciousness), the  dweller  in  the  most  excellent  (orb,  the 
sun),  the  dweller  in  truth,  the  dweller  in  the  sky  (the 
air),  born  in  the  waters,  in  the  rays  of  light,  in  the 
verity  (of  manifestation)  in  the  (eastern)  mountain, 
the  truth  (itself)).2 

1 Syenasyeva  dhrajato  anhamm  pari  Dadhikravnah  sahorjd 
taritratah , literally,  as  of  a hawk  quick-going  with  respect  to 
the  insertion  of  the  foot  or  to  the  breast,  anhasam-pddddhdram 
urah-pradesam  vd  of  Dadhikrdvan , together  with  strength,  or 
for  the  sake  of  strength  together,  enabling  to  cross : it  is  not 
easy  to  make  any  sense  of  this  even  with  the  help  of  the  scho- 
liast, although  there  is  nothing  very  difficult  in  the  words  : 
Mahidhara , Yajush , 9.  15,  explains  ankatam  pari,  a horse’s 
trappings,  the  cloth,  chaunri  tail,  &c.,  vastrachdmarddikam , 
over  all  his  body,  which  fly  open  as  the  horse  gallops,  like  the 
wings  of  a bird,  whilst  the  horse  himself  has  the  speed  of  the  hawk. 

2 This  stanza  is  know'n  as  the  Hansavati  Rich,  and  occurs 
twice  in  the  Yajmh,  10.  24,  and  12.  14,  as  well  as  in  the  Aitareya 
Drdhmana,  iv.  20;  1.  and  although  the  commentators  vary  a 
little  in  their  interpretation  of  the  individual  terms,  they  agree 
as  to  the  purport  of  the  whole,  the  identification  of  Adilya , or 
the  sun  in  the  type  Dadhihrd  with  Parahrahvia , or  the  uni- 
versal deity,  and  consequently  his  identity  with  all  the  other 
types  of  the  supreme  being : these  terms  are  thus  specified, 
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Sukta  IX.  (XLI.) 

Indra  and  Varuna  are  the  deities;  the  Rishi  is  Va'madeva  ; 

the  metre  Trishtubh. 

1.  Indra  (and  Varuna),  Varuna  (and  Indra), 
what  praise  of  you  accompanied  by  oblations  may 


I.  Hansa , from  lian  to  go,  he  who  goes  eternally  to  destroy, 
who  destroys  individually,  or  it  is  resolvable  into  aharn , I,  and 
sa,  he,  that  is,  I am  that,  the  supreme : 2.  Vatu , the  ap- 
pointer  of  the  stations  of  all  creatures,  or  all  men,  or  that  which 
abides  (vasati)  at  all  times,  snrvada ; 3.  Hold,  or  sacrificer : and 
4.  Atithi,  or  guest,  meaning  in  both  cases  Agtii,  or  fire,  first  as 
the  sacrificial,  and  secondly  as  culinary,  fire : 5.  Nrithad  the 
dweller  among  men,  is  explained  Chaitanya,  consciousness,  or 
Prdtia,  vitality,  or,  according  to  Sayana  in  the  scholia  on  the 
Brdhmana,  sight,  or  the  eye,  according  to  the  text/4  the  suq, 
becoming  the  eye  (of  the  world),  entered  into  the  two  eyes  (of 
man)  : 6.  Varasad  is  uniformly  rendered  the  dweller  in  the  most 
excellent  station,  that  is,  the  solar  orb : 7.  Ritasad  is  he  who  is 
present  in  truth,  or  in  water,  or  in  sacrifice  : the  comment  on 
the  Brdhmana  interprets  truth,  the  text  of  the  Veda,  vedavdhya  : 
8.  Vyomamd,  the  dweller  in  the  sky,  has  its  literal  meaning 
everywhere : only  Sayana  makes  it  out  to  be  the  wind : 9.  Abjah , 
who  is  born  in  the  midst  of  the  water,  as,  according  to  another 
text,  udaha  madhye  khalvoyam  jdyate,  Mahidhara  says,  in  the 
form  of  a fish,  &e. : the  Brdhmana  intimates  that  this  refers  to 
the  apparent  rising  of  the  sun  from  the  ocean  and  setting  in  the. 
same:  10.  Oojah,  born  amidst,  goshu,  rays  ; Mahidhara  says, 
gavi,  prithivydm,  in  the  earth,  being  identical  with  the  elements: 

II.  Ritajah,  born  of  truth,  from  being  visible  by  all,  not  in- 
visible like  Indra  and  the  rest,  is  Sdyana’s  explanation  in  this 
place;  in  his  scholia  on  the  Brdhmana  he  interprets  it,  born 
from  the  mantras  of  the  Vedas : 11.  Adrija,  mountain-born,  that 
is,  in  the  eastern  mountain,  where  he  rises : 3fahidhara  says,  born 
in  stone  in  the  form  of  Agni,  as  if  alluding  to  flint ; or  adri, 
having  for  one  meaning  a cloud,  he  may  be  said  to  be  generated 
in  the  clouds  in  the  form  of  rain : finally  he  is  Ritam,  truth, 
that  is,  according  to  Sayana,  in  both  his  comments,  sound  truth  ; 
or  Parahralima,  as  by  another  text,  “ Satyam  jndnam  anantam 
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obtain  for  us  felicity,1  (such  as)  the  immortal  invoker 
of  the  gods,  (Agni-,  may  bestow):  may  (the  praise) 
which  is  addressed  by  us  to  you  both,  Indra  and 
Varuna,  sanctified  by  acts  and  prompted  by  venera- 
tion, touch  your  hearts. 

2.  Divine  Indra  and  Varuna,  the  mortal  diligent 
in  offering  (you)  sacrificial  food,  who  has  through 
friendship  made  you  his  kinsmen,  destroys  (his  own) 
sins,  and  his  enemies  in  battle  ; and  by  your  great 
favours  he  becomes  renowned. 

3.  Indra  and  Varuna  (you  are)  most  liberal  givers 
of  wealth  to  men  praising  you  in  various  ways,  when 
as  friends  well  plied  with  (sacrificial)  food,  you  are 
exhilarated  by  the  Soma  juice  effused  through  friend- 
ship. 

4.  Fierce  Indra  and  Varuna  you  hurled  the  bright- 
shining  and  most  mighty  thunderbolt  against  this 
(our  foe),  who  is  difficult  to  be  resisted  by  us  ; (who 
is)  rapacious,  malevolent : grant  us  strength  to  over- 
come him. 

5.  Indra  and  Varuna,  be  the  exciters  of  this  our 
praise,  as  the  bull  is  of  the  milch  cows : may  that 
cow  (of  praise)  yield  us  (reward),  like  a large  cow 

Brahma truth,  wisdom,  infinitude,  Brahma ; and  ns  he  ex- 
plains it  in  this  text,  ahddhyam  sarvddhishthdmam  Brahma  tat- 
icum,  the  indefeasible,  all-regulating  principle,  Brahma  : so  in 
his  gloss  on  the  Brdhmana , truth,  he  says,  is  of  two  kinds, 
rydvahdrikam , truth  in  speech  and  worldly  dealings,  and  pd- 
ramarthikdm,  .or  Par  abrahm  a , the  supreme  universal  spirit: 
he  notices,  also,  the  reading  of  another  Sakha  or  Bit  am  hrihat , 
which  is  followed  in  the  Yajush , and  is  explained  by  Afahtdhara, 
the  all- pervading,  the  infinite  sarrayatavi  aparyantam , that  is, 
Parahrahmarupa ; Aditya  in  the  form  of  Parahrahma. 

1 Indra  ho  rdm  Varuna : the  single  names  of  the  two  deities 
being  put  in  the  dual  form,  implies  the  nomination  of  both. 
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that  has  gone  forth  to  pasture,  whose  thousand  chan- 
nels (are  filled)  with  milk. 

Varga xvi.  g.  May  Indra  and  Varuna,  the  overthrowers  (of 

foes),  be  around  us1  with  (their)  protections;  (that 
thereby  we  may  have)  good  sons  and  grandsons,  and 
fertile  lands,  and  long  life,2  and  virility. 

7.  Desirous  of  (possessing)  cattle,  we  have  recourse 
to  you,  Indra  and  Varuna,  for  full  protection,  you  who 
are  powerful  and  kind  as  (kinsmen) ; we  have  recourse 
to  you,  adorable  heroes,  for  (your)  friendship  and  affec- 
tion, (to  you  who  are),  like  parents,  givers  of  happiness. 

8.  Liberal  givers,  those  (our)  praises  soliciting 
(abundant)  food  have  proceeded  to  you  for  (your) 
protection:  longing  for  you3  as  (soldiers  long)  for 
battle,  and  as  cattle  approach  the  Soma  for  (its)  ad- 
vantage,4 so  my  heartfelt  hymns  (approach)  Indra 
and  Varuna. 

9.  These  my  earnest  praises  approach  Indra  and 
Varuna,  desirous  to  obtain  wealth,  as  dependants 
attend  (upon  an  opulent  man)5 6  for  the  sake  of  riches, 
like  humble  (females)'5  begging  for  food. 

1 Paritahmyayam:  it  is  rendered  paritakane,  which  is  not 
more  intelligible:  paritakmd  occurs  also  in  the  sense  of  night, 
in  which  case  it  may  mean,  may  Indra  and  Varuna  protect  us 
in  the  night  against  evil  spirits. 

2 Suro  dr  is  ike  is  the  text,  which  is  interpreted  suryasya 
chirakdladarsandyat  for  the  sight  of  the  sun  for  a long  time, 
i.e.  chirajtvandya , for  long  life. 

3 Yuvayuh  is  explained,  yuvdm  hdmayamdnuh. 

4 Sriyc.  na  yarn  upa  somam  asthuh , alluding  to  the  mixture 
of  milk  and  curds  with  the  Soma  libation,  dadhyadisrayandya. 

5 Joshtdra  tea  vaswo , sevakd  dhaniham  swdminam:  as  ser- 
vants upon  a rich  master,  or  ns  derived  from  jush,  to  please, 
joshtdrah  may  be  rendered  flatterers,  parasites. 

6 Haghvir-iva  sravaso  bhihshamdndh ; ray  heir  iva  Inyhvya 
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1 0.  May  we  of  our  own  (right)  be  the  masters  of 
permanent  riches,* 1,  comprising  horses,  ohariots,  and 
nourishment : may  those  two,  traversing  (the  regions), 
direct  their  Niyut  steeds  towards  us,  associating  (them) 
with  riches  and  with  recent  protections. 

11.  Mighty  Indra  and  Varuna  come  to  us  in  battle 
with  (your)  powerful  protections,  and  where  the  bright 
(weapons)  play  amidst  the  (hostile)  hosts,  may  we 
be  triumphant  in  that  conflict  (through)  your  (favour/) 

StJKTA  X.  (XLII.) 

The  Jlishi  is  the  royal  sage  Thasadasyu  : as  the  first  six  verses 

are  in  his  own  praise,  lie  is  considered  to  be  the  divinity  also : 

of  the  other  four  stanzas  the  deities  are  Indra  and  Varuna  ; 

the  metre  is  Trishtubh. 

1.  Twofold  is  my  empire,2  that  of  the  whole  Ksha- 
triya  race,  and  all  the  immortals  are  ours:3  the  gods 
associate  me  with  the  acts  of  Varuna  : 4 1 rule  over 
(those)  of  the  proximate  form  of  man. 

2.  I am  the  king  Varuna  ; on  me  (the  gods)  be- 
stow those  principal  energies  (that  are)  destructive  of 

ivu , like  light  or  trivial:  there  is  no  substantive,  but  the  appel- 
lative is  feminine. 

1 Tmartti  patayah  syama ; that  is,  according  to  the  scholiast, 
without  any  effort  or  labour,  aprayatnena. 

2 Mama  (licit  a rash  1 ram  hxhatriyasya  visit  ay  oh : here,  there- 
fore, we  have  a positive  indication  of  the  military  and  regal 
order. 

3 Visice  amritd  yathd  nah : therefore  he  is  king  also  over 
Swarga. 

* Kratum  sachante  Varunasya  devdh,  rdjdmi  krishter-upama- 
sya  vavreh:  except  the  last  word,  which  the  scholiast  renders 
rupa,  form,  there  is  nothing  unusual  in  the  terms ; but  even  with 
the  explanations  attempted  by  Sdyanaf  the  purport  of  the  sen- 
tence is  quite  unintelligible,  beyond  its  being  probably  the  iden- 
tity of  Varuna  and  Trasadayu , jis  asserted  in  the  next  verse. 
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the  Asuras ; (they)  .associate  me  with  the  worship  of 
Varuna  : I rule  over  (the  acts)  of  the  proximate  form 
of  man. 

3.  I am  Indra,  I am  Varuna,  I am  those  two  in 
greatness : (I  am)  the  vast,  profound,  beautiful,  heaven 

■ and  earth : intelligent,  I give  like  Twasiitri  animation 
to  all  beings : I uphold  earth  and  heaven. 

4.  I have  distributed  the  moisture-shedding  waters ; 

• I. have  upheld  the  sky  as  the  abode  of  the  water;1  by 

the  water  I have  become  the  preserver  of  the  water, 
the  son  of  Aditi,  illustrating  the  threefold  elementary 
space.2 

5.  Warriors  well  mounted,  ardent  for  contest,  in- 
voke me : selected  (combatants  invoke)  me  in  battle : I, 
the  affluent  Indra,  instigate  the  conflict,  and,  endowed 
with  victorious  prowess,  I raise  up  the  dust  (in  the 
battle). 

Varga xviii.  G.  I have  done  all  these  (deeds):  no  one  resists 
my  divine,  unsurpassed  vigour;  and  when  the  Soma 
juices,  when  sacred  songs,  exhilarate  me, 'then  the 
unbounded  heaven  and  earth  are  both  alarmed. 

7.  All  beings  recognise  thee  (Varuna),  and  thou, 
worshipper,' addressest  these  (encomiums)  to  Varuna  : 
thou,  Indra,  art  renowned  as  slaying  Vritra;  thou 
hast  set  the  obstructed  rivers  free  to  flow. 

8.  The  seven  Rishis  were  the  protectors  of  this  our 
(kingdom)  when  the  son  of  Durgaha  was  in  bonds : 

1 Sadane  ritasya  may  also  imply,  for  the  place  or  sphere  of 
the  sun,  the  word  rita  being  used  here  and  in  the  following 
passages  either  for  ttdaka  or  Aditya. 

2 That  is,  according  to  Sayana , for  me  the  creator  has  made 
the  three  worlds,  madartknm  eva  kshity&dilokatrayam  ah  dr  shit 
paramcxwarah. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THIRD  ASHTAKA — SEVENTH  ADHYAYA.  205 

performing  worship  they  obtained  for  (his  queen) 
from  the  favour  of  Indra  and  Varuna,  Trasadasyu,1 2 
like  Indra  the  slayer  of  foes,  dwelling  near  the  gods. 

9.  The  wife  of  Purukutsa  propitiated  you  two, 

Indra  and  Varuna  with  oblations  and  prostrations, 
and  therefore  you  gave  her  the  king  Trasadasyu,  the 
slayer  of  foes,  dwelling  near  the  gods.* 

10.  May  wre,  glorifying  you  both,  be  delighted  by 
riches;  may  the  gods  be  pleased  by  oblations,  the 
cows  by  pasture:  and  do  you,  Indra  and  Varuna, 
daily  grant  us  that  same  milch  cow,  (riches),  free  from 
any  imperfection.3 

S6kta  XI.  (XLIII.) 

The  deities  are  the  As  wins,  the  liishis  are  PurumIlha  and 
Ajami'lha,  sons  of  Suhotha;  the  metre  is  THshtubh . 

. 1.  Which  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  sacrifice  will  * v'argaXix. 

listen  (to  our  prayers)?  which  of  the  gods  will  hear 
our  praise?  which  will  be  propitiated  (by  it)?  upon 
the  heart  of  whom  among  the  immortals  may  we  irn- 


1 Purukutsa , son  of  Durgaha,  being  a prisoner,  it  is  not  said 
on  what  occasion,  his  queen  propitiated  the  seven  Riskis  to 
obtain  a son  who  might  take  his  father’s  place : they  advised 
her  to  worship  Indra  and  Varuna , in  consequence  of  which 
Trasadasyu  was  born. 

2 Arddhadevani  is  explained  devdndm  samipe  varttamdnam; 
or  we  might  render  it,  demi-god,  though  such  an  appellation 
would  not  apply  to  Indra , to  whom  Trasadasyu  is  compared: 
on  the  contrary,  Indra  is  declared  to  be  one  half  of  all  the  gods, 
and  therefore  entitled  to  the  largest  share  of  offerings,  yat 
sarvesham  arddham  Indr ah  prati  tasmdd  Indra  devatanam 
bhvyishthabhdktamah . 

3 Anapasphurantun  ahinsitdm,  unharmed,  according  to 
Say  ana:  MahidJtara , Yujur-Vcda , 7.  10,  explains  it,  not 
going  to  another,  ananyagdmindm. 
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press  the  devout  affectionate  adoration,  accompanied 
by  sacred  oblations? 

2.  Who  will  make  us  happy?  which  of  the  gods  is 
the  most  prompt  to  come  to  our  sacrifice?  which  the 
most  willing  to  grant  us  felicity?  what  chariot  do 
they  say  is  quick  and  drawn  by  rapjd  steeds?  that 
which  the  daughter  of  Surya  selected. 

3.  Moving,  you  proceed  rapidly  by  day,  as  Indra,  n 
at  the  end  of  the  night,  (manifests  his)  power:  de- 
scended from  heaven,  divine,  of  graceful  motion, 
(Aswins),  by  which  of  (your)  acts  are  you  most  dis- 
tinguished ?* 

.•  4.  What  may  be  the  fit  measure  (of  your  merits)? 
invoked  by  what  praises  do  you  come  to  us?  who  (can 
exist  as)  the  object  of  your  great  wrath  ? Dasras,  dis- 
pensers of  sweet  (water),  defend  us  with  your  pro-, 
tection. 

5.  Your  chariot  travels  widelv  round  the  heaven 

it 

until  it  places  you  beyond  the  firmament:  dispensers 
of  sweet  (water,  the  priests)  are  diluting  the  Soma 
juice  with  milk,  that  the  boiled  (barley)  may  be 
united  with  the  libation  offered  to  you. 

6.  The  flowing  (stream)1 2  has  sprinkled  your  steeds 
witli  moisture:  the  radiant  horses  (like)  birds  (in 
swiftness)  pass  on,  bright  with  lustre:  well  known  is 
that  quick-moving  chariot,  whereby  you  became  the 
lords  of  Surya'. 

7.  May  the  earnest  praise,  distributers  of  food, 


1 Kay  a sachtndm  bhavathak  sachuhthd ; sachindm  yushmat 
sambandhindm-harmandvi  saktindm  vdf  acts  or  energies  con- 
nected with  you. 

2 Sitidku:  but  it  may  here  mean  either  water  in  general,  or  a 
cloud. 
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wherewith  I associate  you  both  like-minded  at  this 
sacrifice,  be  (beneficial)  to  us : do  you  protect  your  wor- 
shipper: my  desire,  Nasatyas,  directed  towards  you 
is  gratified. 

Sukta  XII.  (XLIV.) 

Deities,  Mishi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  We  invoke,  As  wins,  to-day,  your  rapid  car,  the 
associator  of  the  solar  ray  t1  the  banked  car  which  bears 
Surya,  vast,  wealthy,  and  laden  with  praises. 

2.  As  wins,  grandsons  of  heaven,  divinities,  you 
enjoy  that  glory  -by  your  actions,  that  (sacrificial) 
food  is  administered  to  your  persons,  and  powerful 
horses2  draw  you  in  your  chariot. 

3.  What  offerer  of  oblations  addresses  you  to  day 
with  hymns  for  the  sake  (of  obtaining)  protection, 
for  the  drinking  of  the  Soma , or  for  the  ancient  fulfil- 
ment of  the  sacrifice?  what  offerer  of  adoration  may 
bring  you  Aswins  (to  this  rite). 

4.  Nasatyas,  wrho  are  manifold,  come  with  your 
golden  chariot  to  this  sacrifice;  drink  of  the  sweet 

• Soma  beverage,  and  give  precious  things  to  the  man 
who  celebrates  (your  worship). 

5.  Come  to  our  presence,  whether  from  heaven  or 
earth,  with  your  well-constructed  golden  chariot: 
let  not  other  devout  worshippers  detain  you,  for  a 
prior  attraction  awaits  you  (here). 


1 Sangalim  goh , is  only  explained,  goh  sangamayit&ram , the 
bringer  into  union,  or  associator  of  Go:  what  the  latter  is  in- 
tended for  is  not  explained,  and  the  translation  is  purely  con- 
jectural, founded  upon  the  connection  of  the  Antrim  with  light, 
or  the  sun. 

2 Kakuhasah , is  explained  mdhdnto  aswah , or  it  may  be 
praises,  stutayah . 


Varga  XX. 


Digitized  by  Google 


208 


KIG-VEDA  SANI1ITA. 


Varga  XXI. 


G.  Dasras,  mete  out  for  us  both1  great  opulence,  com- 
prising many  descendants,  since  the  leaders  of  the  rite 
(the  PurumVhas ),  have  addressed  to  you,  As  wins, 
their  praise,  and  the  Ajamtlhas  have  united  with  it 
their  laudation. 

7.  May  the  earnest  praise  wherewith,  distributers 
of  food,  1 associate  you  "both  like-minded  at  this  sacri- 
fice, be  (-beneficial)  to  us:  do  you  protect  your  wor- 
shipper: my  desire  Nasatyas,  directed  towards  you 
is  gratified. 

St/KTA  XIII.  (XLV.) 

The  deities  as  before  ; the  JRishi  is  Vamadeva  ; the  metre  of  the 
la>t  verse  is  Trixhtubh , of  the  rest  JuyatL 

1.  The  sun  rises:  your  chariot,  (Aswins),  tra- 
versing (the  regions),  is  associated  with  the  divine 
(orb)  on  the  summit  (of  the  eastern  mountain):  in  it 
are  the  three  analogous  kinds  of  food,2  and  the  leather 
vessel  of  the  sweet  Soma  juice  appears  as  the  fourth. 

2.  Your  food-bearing,  Sowa-laden,,  well-horsed  cha- 
riots, appear  at 'the  opening  of  the  dawn,  scattering 
the  surrounding  darkness  like  the  sun,  and  spreading 
bright  radiance  over  the  firmament. 

3.  Drink  of  the  Soma  juice  with  mouths  (fit  for) 
imbibing  the  beverage : harness  your  beloved  chariot  for 
the  Soma  juice:  (come  to  the  dwelling)  of  the  sacri- 
fieer:  enliven  the  path  with  the  Soma:  bring,  Aswins, 
the  leather  vessels  filled  with  the  Soma  juice. 

1 The  two  It  Ls  In  a,  the  authors  of  the  Sukta. 

2 Prihshaso  mithuna  Irayah:  mithund  is  properly  twins,  or  a 
pair,  but  it  may  he  used,  according  to  S’dyana , lor  a greater 
number  of  analogous  or  connected  objects,  as  mat d pita  put ras- 
tadevamitliunam , mother,  father, son,  constitute  a twin  or  pair: 
the  three  sorts  of  food  are  said  to  be  asanam , panam , khddah : 
in  what  the  last  differs  from  the  first  is  not  specified. 
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4.  Come  to  sacrifices  as  flies  to  honey,  (with 
those  horses)  that  are  swift  of  speed,  gentle,  unrefrac- 
tory, golden-winged,  bearers  (of  burthens),  wTakers  at 
dawn,  dispensers  of  water,  exulting  and  sipping  the 
Soma  juice. 

5.  The  sacred  fires,  the  instruments  of  holy  sacrifice, 
the  conveyers  of  libations,  praise  the  associated 
Aswins  at  the  break  of  day,  when  the  observant 
(priest)  the  conductor  of  the  rite,  with  washed  hands 
has  expressed  by  the  (grinding)  stones  the  sweet-fla- 
voured Soma  juice. 

6.  The  near-advancing  (rays),  dispersing  (the  dark- 
ness) by  the  (light  of  day),  are  overspreading  the 
firmament  with  lustre  like  the  sun : the  sun,  harnessing 
his  horses,  (proceeds  on  his  way):  do  you  make  known 
all  his  paths  by  (following)  after  (him)  with  sacrificial 
food. 

7.  Celebrating  (sacred)  rites,  I glorify  you,  Aswins  : 
well-horsed  and  undecaying  is  that  chariot,  whereby 
you  quickly  traverse  the  regions  (of  space),  and  come 
to  (our  sacrifice)  abounding  in  oblations,  promptly 
passing  away,  and  the  yielder  of  enjoyment. 

ANUVAKA  V. 

StfKTA  I.  (XLVI.) 

The  deities  are  Indra  and  Vayu,  except  in  the  first  verse, 

which  is  addressed  to  Vayu  alone  j the  Ruhi  is  Va'madeva  ; 

the  metre  Gdyatri. 

1.  Drink  first,  VtAyu,  the  effused  libation  of  the 
Soma  at  the  rites  that  secure  heaven,  for  thou  verily 
art  the  first  drinker. 

2.  Vayu,  who  art  drawn  by  the  Niyuts , and  hast 
Indra  for  charioteer,  come  (for  the  fulfilment)  of  our 

VOL.  in.  Q 
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numerous  wishes,  and  do  thou  (and  Indra)  drink  of 
the  libation. 

3.  Indra  and  Vayu,  may  a thousand  steeds,  eager 
for  food,  bring  you  to  drink  the  Soma. 

4.  Mount,  Indra  and  Vayu,  the  golden-seated  cha- 
riot, propitious  to  sacrifice,  soaring  to  heaven. 

5.  Indra  and  VAyu,  come  with  your  very  strong 
chariot  to  the  sacrifice : come  hither. 

6.  Indra  and  Vayu,  this  (libation)  is  poured  out: 
sympathizing  with  the  gods,  drink  it  in  the  dwelling 
of  the  donor. 

7.  Hither  be  your  course ; here,  Indra  and  VI YU, 
be  the  letting  of  your  horses  loose,  for  your  drinking 
of  the  Soma. 

S6kta  II.  (XLVII.) 

Deities  and  Rishi  as  before;  the  metre  is  Anushtubh . 

Varga  xxiii.  1.  Purified  (by  holy  acts)1  I bring  to  thee,  VAyu, 
the  Soma , first  (offered  to  thee  at  sacrifices)2  that  seek 
to  gain  heaven : deity,  who  art  ever  longed  for,  come 
with  thy  Niyut  steeds  to  drink  the  Soma  juice. 

2.  Indra  and  VAyu,  you  are  fit  for  the  drinking  of 
these  Soma  libations,  for  the  drops  flow  towards  you 
as  waters  (run)  together  into  a deep  place. 

* 

1 Sukrah-vratachdryddina  dipto  aham,  illustrious  by  observ- 
ing vows,  &c. 

2 Aydmi  te  madhwo  agram:  this  is  consistent  with  the  pas- 
sages in  the  preceding  hymn ; also  Sdrna-Veda , II.  975 : accord- 
ing to  Say  an  a,  madhwoh  here  is  for  mad  hum,  the  gen.  for  the 
acc. ; but  this  is  not  necessary,  as,  I bring  to  you  of  the  Soma 
would  be  no  unusual  construction  : Ayami  is  explained  prd - 
payami , and  agram,  itarehhydh  purvam:  Mahidhara , Yajur~ 
Veda , 27,  30,  has  a partly  different  version : may  the  cup 
( sukra-graha ) come  to  thee,  aydni,  dgachchhcCtu,  which  is  the 
essence  of  the  Soma,  agram , sdrabhutah  madhunah  rasa  ay  a. 
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3 Indra  and  VAyu  who  are  lords  of  strength, 
vigorous,  and  drawn  by  the  Niyut  steeds,  come 
(riding  in)  the  same  car : drink  the  Soma  for  our  pro- 
tection. 

4.  Leaders  (of  rites),  conveyers  of  sacrifices,  Indra 
and  VAyu  give  to  us  for  the  offerer  (of  the  oblation), 
thQse  Niyuts  which  are  your  (steeds),  and  are  desired 
of  many. 

StiKTA  III.  (XLVIII.) 

The  deity  is  Vayu  ; the  Rishi  and  metre  are  the  same  as  in 

the  last. 

1.  Drink,  VXyu,  the  oblations  yet  un tasted,  like 
(a  prince)  the  terrifier  of  foes:1 2  (bestow)  upon  the 
worshipper  wealth:  come  with  thy  brilliant  car  to 
drink  the  Soma  juice. 

2.  VAyu,  who  art  the  represser  of  calumnies,8  who 
art  drawn  by  the  Niyuts , and  hast  Indra  for  thy 
charioteer,  come  with  thy  brilliant  car  to  drink  the 
Soma  juice. 

3.  The  dark  nurses  of  wealth,3 * *  the  universal  forms 
(heaven  and  earth),  attend  upon  thee:  come  VIyu 
with  thy  brilliant  car  to  drink  the  Soma  juice. 

4.  May  the  ninety-nine  steeds  harnessed  together, 
that  are  as  swift  as  thought,  convey  thee : come,  Vayu, 
with  thy  brilliant  car,  to  drink  the  Soma  juice. 

5.  Harness,  Vayu,  a hundred  plump  steeds,  or  even 


1 Vipo  na,  is  explained  satrundm  vepayitd  rajeva. 

2 Niryurvdno  arnstih  are  considered  by  Sayana  equivalent 
to  abhisastir  nihgeshena  niyojayan,  but  what  either  signifies  is 
very  doubtful : the  translation  of  the  text  is  only  a substitute  for 
a blank. 

3 Krishne  vasudhiti , hrishnavarne  vasunam  dhdtryau  is 

Sdyana'g  explanation. 
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Varga  XX.V. 


Varga  XXVI. 


a thousand,  and  let  thy  chariot  come  with  rapidity 
(hither). 

StiKTA  IV.  (LXIX.) 

The  deities  are  Indra  and  Brihaspati  ; the  Rishi  is  Va'ma- 

deva  ; the  metre  Gayatri. 

1 . (I  present)  the  agreeable  oblation  to  your  mouths, 
Indra  and  Brihaspati,  and  the  hymn  and  the  exhi- 
larating beverage  are  offered.  . 

2.  This  delicious  Soma  is  effused,  Indra  and  Bri- 
haspati, for  you,  for  (your)  drinking  and  exhilaration. 

3.  Indra  and  Brihaspati,  come  to  our  dwelling, 
drinkers  of  Soma , to  drink  the  Soma  juice. 

4.  Grant  to  us,  Indra  and  Brihaspati,  riches  com- 
prising a hundred  (cattle),  a thousand  horses. 

. 5.  Indra  and  Brihaspati,  we  invoke  you-  with 
praises,  when  the  libation  is  effused,  to  drink  of  this 
Soma  juice. 

6.  Drink,  Indra  and  Brihaspati,  the  Soma , in  the 
dwelling  of  the  donor,  and  be  exhilarated  in  his  abode. 

S6kta  V.  (L.) 

The  deity  of  the  first  nine  verses  is  Brihaspati  alone,  and  of 

the  last  two  conjointly  with  Indra  ; the  Rishi  is  as  before  ; 

the  metre  is  Trishtubh. 

1.  The  ancient  sages,  illustrious,  intelligent,  have 
placed  before  (them)  the  pleasing-tongued  Brihas- 
pati, who  propped  up  by  (his)  strength  the  ends  of  . 
the  earth,  and  who  abides  with  noise  in  the  three 
regions.1 

2.  Brihaspati,  protect  the  fruit-yielding,  pro- 
gressive, uninjured,  ample  sacrifice  of  this  (thy  wor- 


1 Trishadhastho  ravena , trishu  sthdneshu  varttamano  raven- 
aivam  tishthatetyancna  sabdcna. 
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shipper,  at  which)  they  who  are  the  terrifiers  (of  foes), 
the  delighters  of  thee  who  art  possessed  of  great 
wisdom,  glorify  (thee)  in  our  behalf. 

3.  Those  (steeds),  Brihaspati,  which  had  come 
from  that  distant  (region),  the  best  (of  all),  have  sat 
down  in  connexion  with  the  ceremony,  and  to  thee  the 
Soma  juices  expressed  by  the  stones  flow  copiously, 
(accompanied)  by  the  sounds  of  praise,  like  deep  wells 
that  supply  water. 

4.  Brihaspati,  when  first  being  born  in  the  highest 
heaven  of  supreme  light,  seven-mouthed,1  multiform, 
(combined)  with  sound,  and  seven-rayed,  has  subdued 
the  darkness. 

5.  (Aided)  by  the  praised  and  brilliant  troop  (of 
the  Angirasas ),  he  destroyed  with  sound  the  mischiev- 
ous Bala  : Brihaspati,  shouting  aloud,  set  free  the 
boon-bestowing,  oblation-supplying  kine. 

6.  Thus  may  we  offer  worship  with  sacrifices,  with 
oblations,  with  praise,  to  the  paternal,  universal  deity,2 
the  showerer  (of  benefits);  and  may  we,  Brihaspati, 
become  possessed  of  riches,  and  be  blessed  with  ex- 
cellent progeny  and  valiant  descendants. 

7.  That  prince  overcomes  by  his  strength  and 
prowess  all  hostile  people,  who  cherishes  liberally 
Brihaspati,  and  glorifies  and  honours  him  as  the 
first  sharer  (of  the  offering). 

8.  Verily  he  abides  prosperous  in  his  own  abode; 
for  him  the  earth  bears  fruit  at  all  seasons ; to  him 


1 The  seven  metres  are  said  to  be  his  mouths. 

2 Vitwadevdya , an  appellation  of  Brihaspati,  because,  as  the 
deity  presiding  over  mantras , he  is  the  same  with  every  deity ; 
or  deva  may  here,  it  is  said,  mean  praise,  he  who  has  the  praise 
of  all. 
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(his)  subjects  willingly  pay  homage,  the  prince,  to 
whom  the  Brahman  first,  (duly  reverenced),  repairs. 

9.  Unopposed  he  is  the  master  of  the  riches  of  hostile 
people,  and  of  his  own  subjects : the  Kaja  who  bestows 
riches  upon  the  Brahman  seeking  his  protection,  him 
the  gods  protect.1 

10.  Brihaspati,  do  thou  and  Indra,  both  exulting 
and  showering  riches,  drink  the  Soma  at  this  sacri- 
fice: may  the  all-pervading  drops  enter  you:  bestow 
upon  us  riches  comprising  all  male  descendants. 

1 1.  Brihaspati,  Indra,  elevate,  us:  may  the  favour- 
able disposition  of  you  both  be  combined  for  us : pro- 
tect our  rites:  be  awake  to  our  laudations,  confound 
the  arrogant  (foes)  of  us  who  are  the  donors  (of  obla- 

. tions). 


ADHYAYA  VIII. 

ANUVAKA  V.  (continued.) 

S^kta  VI.  (LI.) 

The  deity  is  the  Dawn  ; the  Rishi  is  Vamadeva  ; the  metre 

Truk  tubh. 

1.  This  widely-spread  and  sense-bestowing  light 

1 This  and  the  two  preceding  stanzas  are  cited  in  the  Aitarcya 
Brdhmana , viii.,  5,  24,  20,  ns  authority  for  the  indispensable 
employment  by  a prince  of  a Brahman  as  Purohit , or  priest,  to 
conduct  solemn  rites  on  his  behalf;  “the  gods  eat  not  the  food 
of  a Raja  who  has  no  Purohita ; therefore,  when  about  to  sacri- 
fice, let  him  appoint  (lit.  place  before)  a Brahman,  na  hard 
apurohitaxya  Rajno  tfevd  annam  adantiytasmad  Raja  yahsh- 
yamdna  Brdkmanam  puro  dadhita:  Say  an  a,  in  commenting 
upon  the  verses  cited,  adopts  some  explanations  differing  from 
those  here  followed,  but  the  variations  are  not  of  any  great 
moment ; as  77«,  food,  instead  of  Earthy  his  food  increases  at 
ail  seasons ; and  sajanyd , allies  of  his  enemies,  instead  of  his 
own  people  : wherever  Brahmd  occurs  he  renders  it  Brdhmana. 
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has  sprung  up  in  the  east  from  out  the  darkness: 
verily  the  brilliant  Dawns,  the  daughters  of  heaven, 
are  giving  to  man  (the  faculty  to  act).1 

2.  The  many-limbed  Dawns  rise  up  in  the  east, 
like  the  pillars  planted  at  sacrifices  (round  the  altar) ; 
radiant  and  purifying,  they  are  manifested,  opening 
the  gates  of  the  obstructing  gloom. 

3.  The  gloom-dispelling,  affluent  Dawns  animate 
the  pious  worshippers  to  offer  (sacrificial)  treasure : 
may  the  churlish  (traffickers)2  sleep  on  unawakened, 
in  the  unlovely  depth  of  darkness. 

4.  Divine  Dawns,  may  your  chariot,  whether  old  or 
new,  be  frequent  at  this  day’s  (worship),  wherewith, 
affluent  Dawns,  possessing  riches,  (you  shine)  upon 
the  seven-mouthed  (troop  of  the)  Angirasas ,3  the  ob- 
servers of  the  nine  or  ten  days  rite.4 5 

5.  Divine  Dawns,  with  horses  that  frequent  sacri- 
fices, you  quickly  travel  round  the  regions  (of  space) : 
awake  the  sleeping  being,  whether  biped  or  quadruped, 
to  pursue  (his  functions). 

6.  Where  is  that  ancient  one  of  those  (Dawns), 
through  whom  the  works  of  the  Ribiius  were  accom- 
plished? for  as  the  bright  Dawns  happily  proceed, 
'they  are  not  distinguished,  being  alike  and  unde- 
caying.6 

.7.  Verily  those  auspicious  Dawns  have  been  of  old, 


1 Odtum  krinavan  jandya ; that  is,  yajaman&n&m gaman&di-  ‘ 
vyaparasamarthyam  akurvan $ they  give  to  the  offerers  of 
sacrifice  the  ability  to  perform  the  acts  of  going  and  the  like. 

2 Panaya  in  the  text,  vanijnh  in  the  comment  j that  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  latter,  adatarah,  non-givers. 

3 Repeating  the  seven  vaidik  metres. 

4 See  Vol.  i.  p.  167,  note. 

5 Vol.  ii.  p.  8,  verse  8. 
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rich  with  desired  blessings,  truthful  (bes towers)  of  the 
results  of  sacrifice;  at  which  the  sacrificer,  adoring 
with  (silent)  praise,  glorifying  (with  hymns),  has 
quickly  obtained  wealth. 

8.  They  spread  around  of  similar  form,  (coming) 
from  the  east,  (coming)  from  the  same  region  alike 
renowned : the  divine  Dawns,  arousing  the  assembly 
of  the  sacrifice,  are  glorified  like  the  (rays)  creative  of 
the  waters. 

9.  Those  Dawns  proceed  verily  all  alike,  of  similar 
form,  of  infinite  hues,  pure,  bright,  illumining,  con- 
cealing by  their  radiant  persons  the  very  great  gloom. 

10.  Divine,  resplendent  daughters  of  heaven,,  be- 
stow upon  us  wealth,  comprehending  progeny : awaking 
you  for  our  benefit,  may  we  be  the  lords  of  excellent 

* descendants. 

11.  Daughters  of  heaven,  resplendent  Dawns,  I 
address  you  (as)  the  announcer  of  the  sacrifice:  may 
we  be  (the  possessors)  of  celebrity  amongst  men,  and 
may  heaven  and  the  divine  earth  perpetuate  (it).1 

StfKTA  VII.  (LII.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before ; the  metre  is  Gdyatri. 

1.  The  daughter  of  heaven  has  been  seen;  the  kind 
conductress  (of  men),  the  parent  (of  benefits),  shedding 
radiance  upon  (the  departure  of  her)  sister  night.2 

2.  Like  a beautiful  mare,  the  radiant  mother  of  the 
rays  of  light,3  the  object  of  sacrifice,  (she)  is  the  friend 
of  the  Aswins.4 

3.  Thou  art  the  friend  of  the  ASWINS:  thou  art  the 

1 This  verse,  it  is  said,  should  be  inaudibly  recited  every  morn- 
ing at  day -break. 

2 See  Vol.  ii.  p.  12,  verse  8. 

3 Mata  gavam  rasmindm  maid. 

4 The  Aswins  are  to  be  worshipped  together  with  the  Dawn. 
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mother  of  the  rays  of  light:  thou,  Ushas,  rulest  over 
riches.1 

4 With  praises  we  awaken  thee,  thou  who  art  en- 
dowed with  truth;  thee,  the  baffler  of  animosities,2 
the  restorer  of  consciousness. 

5.  The  auspicious  rays  are  visible  like  showers  of 
rain;3  the  dawn  has  filled  (the  wrorld)  with  ample  light. 

6.  Brilliant  Usiias,  filling  (the  world  with  light), 
thou  dispersest  the  darkness  with  radiance : thereafter 
protect  the  oblation. 

7.  Thou  overspreadest,  Usiias,  the  heaven  with 
rays,  as  well  as  the  vast  and  beloved  firmament  with 
pure  lustre. 

S6kta  VIII.  (LIII.) 

The  deity  is  Savitui  ; the  Ri&hi  Vamadeva  ; the  metre  Jugatu 

1.  We  solicit  of  the  divine,  powerful,  and  intelligent 
Savitri  that  desirable  and  ample  (wealth),  along  with 
which  he  grants  a dwelling  to  the  offerer  of  the  obla- 
tion of  his  own  accord : may  the  great  deity  grant  us 
such  every  day.4 

2.  The  supporter  of  heaven,  the  protector  of  the 
world,  the  wise  (Savitri)  puts  on  his  golden  armour : 5 


1 Sdma-Veda,  verse  1075-7. 

2 Ydvayad-dweshasam : according  to  the  scholiast,  the  dawn 
puts  to  flight  those  enemies  who  had  been  endeavouring  to 
destroy  their  adversaries  during  ihe  night. 

3 Gavdm  sarydi  na : the  first  is  here  explained  by  udakandm, 
(see  above,  verse  2),  of  waters : udakandm  sargdh  means,  ac- 
cording to  Sdyana , varxhad/tdrdh. 

. 4 Tachchhardir  no  mahan  udaydn  devo  ahtubhih ; chhardih  is 

explained  by  griha , a house,  or  it  may  mean  light : ahtubhih 
is  lit.  by  nights,  by  metonymy  for  days. 

5 PUanyam  drapim  prati  munchate , is  explained  by  Sdyana, 
hiranmayam  kavacham  dchchhddayati  pratyudayam , every 
morning  he  puts  on  a golden  cuirass. 
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discriminator  (of  objects),  filling  (the  world  with 
light),  Savitri  has  engendered  great  and  laudable 
felicity. 

3.  The  divine  (Savitri)  fills  (with  radiance)  the 
celestial  and  terrestrial  regions,  and  boasts  of  his  own 
functions : Savitri  puts  forth  his  arms1  for  (the  work 
of)  production,  regulating  the  world,  and  animating  it 
with  light. 

4.  The  divine  Savitri  unrestrained,  illumining 
the  regions,  protects  the  righteous  acts  (of  men);  he 
extends  his  arms  for  (the  direction  of)  the  people  of 
the  earth : observant  of  obligations,  he  rules  over  the 
wide  world. 

5.  Savitri,  encompassing  them  by  his  magnitude, 
pervades  the  three  (divisions  of  the)  firmament,2  the 
three  worlds,  the  three  brilliant  spheres,3  the  three 
heavens,4  the  threefold  earth  :5 6  may  he,  by  his  three 
functions,®  of  his  own  (pleasure)  protect  us. 

6.  May  that  divine  Savitri,  who  is  the  source  of 
great  happiness,  the  engenderer  (of  good  works),  the 
comprehender  (of  all  beings),  the  regulator  of  both 
the  moveable  and  the  stationary,  grant  us  happiness 
in  the  three  worlds,  and  (be)  to  us  for  the  destruction 
of  sin. 

7.  May  the  divine  Savitri  approach  along  with  the 


1 Bdhd  prdsrdk,  he  puts  forth  his  rays. 

2 According  to  the  scholiast  the  antariksha  is  divided  between 
Vai/u,  Vidyut,  and  Varuna , in  three  portions. 

3 The  regions  of  Agni,  Vdyu , and  Surya:  see  Vol.  ii.  p.  275,. 
verse  8,  and  notes. 

4 The  lokas  of  Indra,  Prajdpati , and  the  Satya  loka. 

5 These  are  not  particularized. 

6 Those  of  distributing  heat,  lain,  and  cold,  according  to 
Say  a 7i  a. 
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Ritus,  prosper  our  dwelling,  and  bestow  upon  us  good 
progeny  and  food:  may  he  be  favourable  to  us  by 
night  and  by  day : may  he  heap  upon  us  wealth  com- 
prehending offspring. 

St/KTA  IX.  (LIV.) 

The  deity  and  Rixhi  are  the  same ; the  metre  is  also  Jagatt , 
except  in  the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Trishtubh. 

1.  The  divine  Savitri  has  been  manifested : he  is 
at  once  to  be  glorified  by  us : he  is  to  be  praised.by  the 
priests  at  the  present  (rite),  and  at  the  close  (of  the 
day),  in  order  that  he  who  apportions  precious  things 
to  the  descendants  of  Manu  may  bestow  upon  us,  on 
this  occasion,  most  excellent  wealth. 

* 

2.  First  thou  engenderest1  for  the  adorable  gods  the 
best  portion,  immortality;  then,  Savitri,  thou  settest 
open  (the  day)  to  the  donor  (of  the  oblation),  and 
(gran test)  successive  existences  to  men.2 

3.  If,  Savitri,  through  ignorance,  through  pride  in 
feeble  or  powerful  (dependants),  or  through  human 
infirmity,  we  have  committed  (offence)  against  thy 
divine  person,  or  against  gods  or  men,  do  thou  on  this 

‘occasion  hold  us  to  be  unoffending. 

4.  (It  is)  not  (fit)  to  obstruct  (the  acts)  of  the 


1 Suvasi , from  su , to  bear  or  bring  forth : it  becomes  here  a 
pet  term,  and,  in  one  or  other  inflexion,  recurs  in  the  three  verses 

* following,  requiring  a modified  translation. 

'■* *  Anuchina  jivitd ; jivi tdnya n u hramayuh tdni,  that  is,  in  the 
order  of  fathers,  sons,  &c. : the  verse  occurs  Yajur-Ve.da,  33. 
54,  and  is  somewhat  differently  explained  by  Mafudhara : dd - 
?ndnam,  which  Sayana  renders  ddtdram : he  explains  rasmisa- 
' muharn , collection  of  rays  : the  latter  part  of  the  hemistich  he 
therefore  reads,  thou  spreadest  abroad  thy  rays,  and  excitest 
amongst  men  the  consequent  offices  of  vitality,  that  is,  the  daily 
duties  following  on  the  return  of  morning. 


* 
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divine  Savitri,  since  by  them  he  upholds  the  whole 
world,  whereby  his  gracious  hand  spreads  fertility 
over  the  extent  of  the  earth,  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
, heaven : such  is  his  true  (power). 

5.  Thou  elevatest  those,  of  whom  Indra  is  chief, 
above  the  vast  clouds : for  these,  (thy  worshippers), 
thou  providest  dwelling  (places)  filled  with  habitations : 
as  when  advancing  they  detained  thee,  so  in  like 
manner  at  thy  command  they  stayed.1 

6.  May  Indra,  heaven  and  earth,  Sindhu  with  the 
waters,  and  Aditi  with  the  Adit yas,  bestow  happiness 
upon  us,  who,  offering  libations,  Savitri,  pour  out  the 
auspicious  Soma , day  by  day,  thrice  a day. 

StfKTA  X.  (LV.) 

The  deities  are  the  Viswadevas;  the  JRisJti  as  before;  the 

metre  of  the  first  seven  verses  i9  Trishtubh , of  the  last  three 
• GayatH. 

Varga  vi.  i.  Which  of  you,  Vasus,  is  a defender?  which  is  a 
protector?  heaven  and  earth  and  Aditi  preserve  us:2 
defend  us,  Mitra  and  Vaeuna,  from  the  strong  man : 
who  is  it,  gods,  that  offers  you  wealth  at  the  sacrifice?3 

2.  The  (deities)  who  bestowr  ancient  places  (of  en- 
• joyment  on  their  worshippers),  and  (with  minds)  un- 
perplexed, are  the  separators  of  light  (from  darkness) ; 


1 Yatha-yathd-patayantah , gachchantas,  twdm  viyemire 
evaiva  tasthuh,  savaya  te ; tavanujnayd  evam  eva  tishthanti : it 
does  not  appear  very  clearly  who  are  alluded  to,  but  possibly  it 
applies  to  the  worshippers. 

2 Dydvdbhunu  adite  trasitham  nah : adlte , undivided,  indi- 
visible,-may  be  an  epithet  here,  according  to  the  comment,  of 
heaven  and  earth. 

3 Ko  vo  ad/itrare  varivo  dhdti  devah  may  also  mean,  which 
of  you  gods  bestows  wealth  at  the  sacrifice? 
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they,  the  eternal  distributors  (of  rewards),  grant 
(what  is  desired),  and  shine  of  pleasing  aspect,  the 
true  (recompensers)  of  pious  acts.1 

3.  I adore  the  venerated  Aditi,  the  Sindhu  and  the 
divine  Swasti 2 for  their  friendship:  (I  praise  you) 
both,  Day  and  Night,  that  you  may  protect  us  un- 
impeded; night  and  morning  do  (what  we  desire). 

4.  Aryaman  and  Varuna  instruct  us  in  the  path  (of 
worship) : Agni,  the  lord  of  food,  points  out  the  way 
to  happiness:  Indra  and  Vishnu,  being  glorified,  be- 
stow* upon  us  desirable  prosperity  comprehending 
descendants  and  strength. 

5.  I have  recourse  to  the  protection  of  Parvata,  of 
the  Maruts,  and  of  the  divine  protector,  Biiaga  : may 
the  lord  (Varuna)  preserve  us  from  human  wretched- 
ness, and  may  MlTRA  defend  us  with  a friendly  regard. 

6.  Divine  Heaven  and  Earth,  I praise  you  together  Varga  vn. 
with  Aiiibudhnya  for  those  (good  things  that  are) 

desired,  as  those  desirous  of  acquiring  (riches)  praise 
the  ocean  on  traversing  it  (in  which)  the  sounding 
rivers  disappear.3 


1 There  is  no  peculiar  difficulty  in  the  words  of  this  stanza, 
but  its  purport  is  not  the  less  doubtful. 

2 Swastim  is  explained,  suhhanivdsdm,  dan  namik&m  dcvim, 
the  Abode  of  happiness:  well-being  is  its  usual  acceptation,  but 
it  is  said  to  be  here  a goddess  so  named. 

3 Samudram  na  sancharane  sanis/iyavah  is  explained,  dha- 
nanam  sambhaktum  ichchantah  samudramadhyagamandya  sa- 
mudram yathd  stavanti , as  those  wishing  to  possess  riches  for 
the  sake  of  going  through  the  midst  of  the  ocean  praise  the 
ocean  : that  which  follows  is  less  obvious : gh  annas  war  aso 
nadyo  apavrati,  is  rendered,  diptadhuanayo  nadyo  apavrinwan - 
titi  paroltsha  ivat  but  there  is  no  copulative  : the  scholiast  refers 
the  phrase  to  the  deities,  may  they,  Heaven  and  Earth,  cherish 
or  replenish  the  rivers. 
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7.  May  the  divine  Aditi,  with  the  gods,  preserve 
us:  may  the  ever-attentive protecting  (deity,  Indra,) 
protect  us:  we  are  not  able  to  withhold  the  elevated 
(sacrificial)  food  of  Mitra,  of  Varuna,  of  Agni. 

8.  Agni  is  lord  over  treasure:  Agni  (is  lord)  over 
great  good  fortune : may  he  bestow  them  upon  us. 

9.  Opulent  Ushas,  truth-speaking,  food-abounding, 
bestow  upon  us  many  good  things. 

10.  May  Savitri,  Bhaga,  Varuna,  Mitra,  Arya- 
man,  Indra,  come  to  us  with  the  wealth  (that  each 
bestows). 

Sukta  XI.  (LVI.) 

The  deities  are  Heaven  and  Earth ; the  Itishi  as  before ; the 

metre  of  the  three  last  stanzas  is  Qduatri , of  the  rest  Trish- 

tubh.  * 

1.  Vast  and  most  excellent  Heaven  and  Earth,  be 
present  with  splendour  at  this  (sacrifice,  attracted)  by 
sanctifying  hymns ; since  that  the  showerer  sounds 
everywhere  with  (his)  heralds,  the  rapid  (winds), 
passing  through  the  two  spacious  and  mighty  (regions). 

2.  May  the  divine,  adorable,  benevolent,  fertilizing, 
truthful,  unoppresive  Heaven  and  Earth,  the  leaders  of 
sacrifice,1  whose  sons  are  the  gods,  be  present  with 
the  adorable  gods,  (attracted)  by  sanctifying  hymns. 

3.  Verily  he  was  the  doer  of  a good  work  in  the 
regions,  who  generated  these  two,  Heaven  and  Earth, 
and,  firm  of  purpose,  gave  an  impulse  by  his  deed  to 


1 Devi-yajate,  aminati , uksJuimdne,  ritavari , adruha , deva 
putre,yajnasya  netri , are  the  epithets ; literally,  ihe  shining,  or, 
as  usually  rendered  in  this  translation,  divine,  objects  of  wor- 
ship, unharming,  sprinkling  (rain,  and  therefore  fertilizing), 
possessing  truth,  or  water,  or  sacrifice,  not  oppressing  or  violent, 
having  gods  for  sons,  leaders  or  investigators,  or  subjects  of 
sacrifice. 
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the  two  vast,  immoveable,  beautiful,  unsupported 
worlds. 

4.  May  Heaven  and  Earth,  vast,  universal,  adora- 
ble, united  in  satisfaction,  and  disposed  to  give  us 
food,  protect  us  with  our  spacious  dwellings,  inhabited 
by  our  wives,  and  may  we  for  our  (pious)  acts  be 
possessed  of  chariots  and  slaves. 

5.  We  offer  earnest  praise  to  you  both,  resplendent 
(Heaven  and  Earth) ; we  approach  you  who  are  pure, 
to  offer  adoration. 

G.  Mutually  sanctifying  (each  other)1  of  your  own 
substance,  you  shine  by  your  own  power,  and  ever 
bear  away  the  offering. 

7.  Mighty  (Heaven  and  Earth),  you  fulfil  the  de- 
sires of  your  friend : distributing  food  and  giving 
sustenance,  you  have  sat  down  at  the  sacrifice. 

Sukta  XII.  (LVII.) 

The  deities,  as  will  appear  from  the  hymn,  are  so  only  in 
relation  to  the  stanzas  referring  to  them,  being,  in  fact,  personi- 
fications of  circumstances  connected  with  agriculture;  and 
accordingly  it  is  said  in  the  Grihya  Sutras  that  each  verse 
is  to  be  silently  repeated,  with  an  oblation  to  fire,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  ploughing : the  deity  then  of  the  first  three 


1 Pundnc  tamed  mithah , according  to  the  scholiast,  may  be  dif- 
ferently explained : it  may  apply  to  the  worship  or  the  worshipper, 
purifying  them  severally  by  each  individual  form,  swakiyayd 
murttyd  sodhayantau  yajnarn  yajamanam  vd ; or  it  may 
apply  to  the  regions,  heaven  and  earth,  the  former  purifying  or 
fertilizing  the  latter  by  rain,  the  latter  supporting  the  former  by 
cultivation  : dyauh  swakiyendsdrena  bhuvam,  sd  cha  swaklycna 
kdrsyena,  the  comment  adds,  chandramasi  stint ena  divam , by 
that  which  is  in  the  sky  or  the  moon,  the  sense  of  which  is  not 
obvious  : the  phrase  is  probably  incomplete,  being  a quotation  : 
these  three  verses  occur  in  the  Sdma-Veda , n.  946,  947,  948. 
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Varga  IX. 


verses  is  termed  Kshetrapati ; of  the  fourth,  Suna  ; of  the 
fifth  and  eighth,  S unfair  a of  the  sixth,  and  seventh  Sita : 
the  Rishi  is,  as  before,  Vamadeva;  the  metre  of  the  first, 
fourth,  sixth,  arid  seventh  verses  is  Anushtubh,  of  the  rest 
Trishtubh . 

1.  With  the  master  of  the  field,1  our  friend,  we 
triumph : may  he  bestow  upon  us  cattle,  horses,  nou- 
rishment, for  by  such  (gifts)  he  makes  us  happy. 

2.  Lord  of  the  field,  bestow  upon  us  sweet,  abundant 
(water),  as  the  milch  cow  (yields  her)  milk,  dropping 
like  honey,  bland  as  butter:  may  the  lords  of  the 
water  make  us  happy. 

3.  May  the  herbs  (of  the  field)  be  sweet  for  us; 
may  the  heavens,  the  waters,  the  firmament,  be  kind2 
to  us ; may  the  lord  of  the  field  be  gracious  to  us : let 
us,  undeterred  (by  foes),  have  recourse  to  him. 

4.  May  the  oxen  (draw)  happily,3 4  the  men  (labour) 
happily ; the  plough  furrow  happily ; may  the  traces 
bind  happily ; wield  the  goad  happily. 

5.  Suna  and  Sira 4 be  pleased  by  this  our  praise, 


1 Kshetrasya  patina  may  be  understood  in  its  literal  accep- 
tion,  or  as  intending  Rudra  or  Agni . 

2 This,  as  well  as  the  epithet  of  the  Kshetra-puti  that  follows, 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  herbs,  madhumat,  literally,  having 
sweetness. 

3 Sunam  vdhdh  sunam  narah.  See. : sunam  the  scholiast  ren- 
ders  suhham , suhham  yatkd  bhavati  tat/id,  so  that  pleasure  is 
or  may  be:  as  a personification  it  is  the  divinity  through  whose 
favour  the  work  goes  well,  suhhahrid  derail , who  may  be  either 
Vdyu  or  Indra. 

4 Sundsirau  is  here  given  in  the  dual  as  the  name  of  two  divi- 
nities, of  whom  Suna,  according  to  Saunaha , is  the  dyudevak , 
the  deity  of  the  sky,  that  is,  Indra , when  Sira  will  be  Vdyu , 
according  to  Sdyana  : Yasha  Niruhta , 9,  40,  makes  Suna , 
Vdyu , and  Sira,  Aditya : in  ordinary  acceptation,  Sundsira  is  a 
name  of  Indra. 
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and  consequently  sprinkle  this  (earth)  with  the  water 
which  you  have  created  in  heaven. 

6.  Auspicious  Sita'  be  present,  we  glorify  thee : that 
thou  mayest-  be  propitious  to  us,  that  thou  mayest 
yield  us  abundant  fruit. 

7.. May  Indra  take  hold  of  Sita ; may  Pushan 
guide  her;  may  she,  well  stored  with  water,  yield  it 
as  milk,  year  after  year. 

8.  May  the  ploughshares  break  up  our  land  hap- 
pily ; may  the  ploughman  go  happily  with  the  oxen ; 
may  Parjanya  (water  the  earth)  with  sweet  showers 
happily:  grant,  Sum  and  'Sira,  prosperity  to  us." 

S6kta  Xin.  (LVIII.) 

A choice  of  deities  is  proposed,  eiiher  Aqni,  Surya,  Water,  the 

Cow,  or  Clarified  Butter  ( Ghrita ) ; the  Right  is  ns  before ; the 

metre  Truhtubh,  of  the  last  verse  Jayatt. 

1.  The  sweet  water  sw’ells  up  from  the  firmament:1 2 3  Varga  x 
by  the  (solar)  ray  (man)  obtains  immortality:  that 

1 Situ  is  usually  a furrow,  and  in  that  sense  it  occurs  as  a per- 
sonification of  the  deity,  or  object  of  four  stanzas  in  the  Yajvsh, 

12.  09 — 72,  four  furrows  being  drawn  at  the  ceremony  at 
which  these  stanzas  are  to  be  recited ; but  in  the  next  stanza 
Sayana  explains  it  the  wood  supporting  the  furrow,  titddhdra - 
hdshthdm , which  Indra  is  to  take  hold  of,  Indra  grihndtu ; un- 
less kdshthd  in  the  fern,  retain  its  usual  acceptation  of  quarter 
of  the  horizon,  when  Sita  may  mean  the  sky,  as  in  the  next 
line,  sd,  she,  is  interpreted  by  the  scholiast,  dyau , the  sky. 

2 The  two  last  verses  occur  also  in  the  Atharvan,  iii.  17,  4, 
iii.  17,  13. 

••  3 Samudrdd- urmir-madhumdn  uddrat : the  meaning,  accord- 
ing to  the  scholiast,  varies  greatly  according  to  the  signification 
given  to  gamudra  ; as,  samodante  asmin  yajamdndh , that  in 
which  worshippers  delight,  sacrificial  fire ; or,  samudrdd-dra- 
v anti  dpah,  that  from  which  waters  rush,  celestial  fire,  lightning: 
urmi  in  the  first  case  may  imply  reward  or  Consequence,  in  the  • 
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which  is  the  secret  name  of  clarified  butter  is  the 
tongue  of  the  gods,  the  navel  of  ambrosia.1 

2.  We  celebrate  the  name  of  Ghrita  at  this  sacri- 
fice, we  offer  it  with  adorations : may  the  four-horned 
Brahma  listen  to  its  being  glorified  r the  fair-com- 
plexioned  deity  perfects  this  rite.:$ 


latter,  ruin;  and  in  the  latter  sense  of  urmi,  samudra  may  have 
one  of  its  more  ordinary  meanings,  antarikska , the  firmament : 
the  passage,  it  is  said,  may  be  also  made  to  apply  to  Other  objects 
of  thehymn;  as, for  instance,  samudra  may  imply, etymologically, 
the  udder  of  the  cow,  whence  flows  milk,  samuddravati , from 
which  comes  urmi,  gin  or  butter:  the  whole  hymn  occurs  in  the 
Yajush , 17.  89— Of),  where  Mahidhara  limits  the  objects  to 
two,  Ghi  and  Agni , atra  annddliydtena  ghritam  sidy  ate  prd- 
nddhydsena  cha  agnik : as  the  representative  of  food,  ghi  is  here 
praised;  as  that  of  vitality,  Agni : accordingly  the  phrase  is 
differently  interpreted  : samudra  is  the  ocean  of  ghi,  from  which 
it  rises  as  its  wave,  samudrdd  ghrita-maydd  madhumdn  rasa- 
van  vrmir-udagacliehhat , and,  having  so  arisen,  it  pervades 
immortality  by  Agni , as  the  life  of  the  world  with  whom  it  is 
combined:  udgatya  cha  sd  urmir-ansund  jagatprdnabhutenag 
nind , sam-aihibhuya  amritatwam  vydpnoti : it  may  be  doubted 
if  this  is  more  intelligible  than  Sdyana's,  but  it  is  clear  that 
both  the  commentators  intend  Agni,  with  whom  ghi,  as  the 
material  of  the  oblation,  is  meant  to  be  identified. 

1 Qhritasya  ndma  guhyam  yad  astijihva  dcvdndm  amritasya 
ndbhih ; that  is,  the  material  of  sacrifice  commonly  called  ghi 
is,  in  the  mantras  of  the  Veda,  designated  the  tongue  of  the  gods, 
being  used  metonymically  for  Agni;  also  the  navel  or  binding, 
that  is,  the  means  of  securing  immortality  for  him  who  offers  it 
in  oblations. 

2 Brahma  chatuh-sringah : Iirahmd  is  explained  by  Say  aria 
as  usual,  parivridho  devah,  the  augmented,  developed,  or  great 
deity : his  four  horns  are  the  four  Vedas : Mahidhara  separates 
the  attribute  as  presently  to  be  noticed,  and  explains  Brahma 
by  JRitwij,  priest. 

3 Avamid-gaura  etai:  the  text  gives  Sdyana's  explanation  ; 
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3.  Four  are  his  horns;  three  are  his  feet;  his  heads 
are  two,  his  hands  are  seven : the  triple-bound  showerer 
(of  benefits)  roars  aloud : the  mighty  deity  has  en- 
tered amongst  men.1 


Mahidhara  explains  gaura  by  yajna , and  attaches  to  it  the 
epithets  chutuh  sringa,  the  sacrifice  with  four,  priests,  obtains 
the  object  for  which  it  is  solemnized  : the  stanza,  according  to 
Say  ana,  applies  especially  to  Agni  as  the  sun  : Madhidhara 
apparently  refers  it  to  ghi  : the  former,  however,  declares  it 
applicable  to  all  the  subjects  of  the  hymn  following  the  etymology 
of  the  Nirukta. 

A Sdyana , in  conformity  with  the  opinion  of  Yaska  and  others, 
applies  this  verse  also  preferentially  to  Agni , identified  either 
with  yajna  or  with  dditya : the  four  horns  of  the  former  are  the 
four  Vedas;  of  the  latter,  the  four  cardinal  points  of  the  horizon  : 
the  three  feet  of  Yajna  are  the  three  daily  sacrifices ; of  Aditya , 
morning,  noon,  evening  : the  two  heads  of  Yajna  arc  two  par- 
ticular ceremonies  termed  Brahmaudanam  and  Pravargya ; of 
Aditya,  day  and  night;  the  seven  hands  of  Yajna  are  the  seven 
metres;  of  Aditya  the  seven  rays,  or  the  six  seasons  and  theiraggre- 
gatc,  or  the  year,  as  the  seventh  : the  term  vrishabha  phalanam 
varshita,  the  miner  of  rewards,  applies  to  either ; and  so  does 
roravite,  ho  roars,  implying  the  noise  made  by  the  repetition  of 
the  mantras  of  the  Vedas  : the  three  bonds  of  Yajna  are,  mantra, 
kalpa,  and  Brdhmana,  the  prayer,  the  ceremonial,  ihe  rationale ; 
of  Aditya,  the  three  regions,  earth,  mid-air,  and  heaven;  Ma- 
hidhara  limits  vrishabha,  hdmanam  varshita  to  Yajna,  and 
explains  the  attributes  accordingly,  but  with  an  occasional 
difference  : the  four  horns  are'the  priests,  the  Hotri,  Udgdtri, 
Adhnaryu,  and  Brahma;  the  three  feet  are  the  three  Vedas; 
the  two  heads  the  Havirdhdna  and  Pravargya  rites ; the  hands 
are  the  seven  priests,  or  seven  metres;  the  three  bonds  the  three 
daily  sacrifices:  he  somewhat  gratuitously  also  applies  the 
terms  to  grammatical  speech,  the  four  horns  being  nouns,  verbs, 
prepositions,  and  particles ; the  three  feet,  either  the  three 
persons  or  the  three  times  ; the  two  heads,  the  agent  and  the 
object ; the  seven  hands,  the  seven  cases ; and  the  three  bindings, 

R 2 


Varga  XI. 


228  RIG-VEDA  SANHITA. 

F 

« » 

* 

4.  The  gods  discovered  the  Gkt  concealed  by  the 
Panis , placed  three-fold  in  the  cow : Indra  generated 
one  (portion),  Surya  another,  the  (other  gods)  fabri- 
cated one  from  the  resplendent  (Agni),  for  the  sake 
of  the  oblation.1 

5.  These  hundred-channelled  showers  fall  from  the 
hcaYt-delighting  firmament,  unobserved  by  the  hostile  • 
(cloud) : I look  upon  these  showers  of  Ghi , (and  be- 
hold) the  golden  Vetasa  in  the  midst  of  them.2 

6.  They  flow  uninterruptedly  like  pleasing  rivers, 
purified  by  the  mind  that  is  seated  in  the  heart : these 


the  three  numbers ; but  this  is  an  uncalled-for  display  of  inge- 
nuity : Yaska  applies  the  verse  to  Yajna,  and  is  chiefly  fol- 
lowed in  his  explanation  of  the  terms  by  Mahidhara , Nirukta , 
13.  7.  * 

1 The  Panis  are  as  usual  explained  Asuras : the  three  forms 
or  states  in  which  the  ghi  was  deposited  in  the  cow  were  milk, 
curds,  and  butter,  of  which  Indra  engendered  jajana , milk, 
Surya  butter,  and  the  gods  ( devdsah ) fabricated  ( tatakshuh ) 
curds  from  the  shining,  vendty  that  is,  Agni : Mahidhara  renders 
devdsah  dwijdtayahf  the  twice  born,  but  does  not  differ  materially 
in  the  rest. 

2 According  to  the  sense  given  to  samudra , the  showers, 
first  indicated  by  the  epithet  sata  vraja,  implying  merely  copious, 
may  be  either  of  water  or  gkt : vetasa  is  said  to  be  a name  of 
Agnij  either  sis  lightning  or  the  sun,  or  the  fire  of*  sacrifice : 
Mahidhara  very  superfluously,  and  incompatibly  with  his  ex- 
planation of  the  objects  of  the  Suhta  chooses,  to  understand,  as. 
one  meaning,  eta  arshanti , vdcha  udgachchhanti , these  words 
originate  from  the  ocean  of  the  water  of  faith,  purified  by  the 
metres  and  other  supplementary  portions  of  the  Vedas,  amidst 
which  words  the  llishi  sees  the  golden  form  of  Agni}  for  Agni 
is  the  deity  presiding  over  speech,  or  holy  texts,  agnir  hi 
vdcham  adkishthdtri  devoid  : he  gives  as  an  alternative,  how- 
ever, a similar  interpretation  to  that  of  Sdyana. 
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streams  of  Ghi  descend  (upon  the  fire),  like  deer 
flying  from  the  hunter.1 

7.  The  streams  of  Ghi  fall  copious,  swift  as  the 
wind,2  and  rapid  as  the  waters  of  a river  down  a 
declivity,  breaking  through  the  confining  hanks,  and 
hurrying  on  with  their  waves,  like  a high-spirited 
steed.3 

« * 

8.  The  streams  of  Ghi  incline  to  Agni  as  devoted 

wives,  auspicious  and  smiling,  to  a husband:  they 
feed  (the  flame)  like  fuel,  and  Jatavedas,  propitiated, 
accepts  them.  * 

9.  I contemplate  these  streams  of  Ghi  as  they  flow 
from  where  the  Soma  is  effused,  where  the  sacrifice  (is 
solemnized)',  as  maidens  decorating  themselves  with 
unguents  to  go  to  the  bridegroom. 

1 Sayana  considers  that  in  i his  verse  the  ghi  that  is  poured 
from  the  ladle  on  the  fire  is  alluded  to  : Mahtdhara  interprets 
dhend,  which  Sayana  makes  an  epithet  of  saritah,  and  renders 
prinayitryah , by  vdchah , words,  texts,  which  he  says  flow  like 
rivers,  freed  from  error  by  the  heart  and  the  mind  ; separating 
antar-hrida  l>v  the  copulative  from  manasa , manasd  cha , whilst 
Sayana  makes  the  former  the  adjective  of  the  latter,  antarhridd 
mana*d,  hridayamadhyagatena  chittena,  by  the  mind  gone 
within  the  heart. 

2 Vdtapramiyah,  vdyuvat  prah  right  a vega : Mahtdhara  refers 
. the  comparison  to  sindhu , a river  agitated  by  the  wind. 

3 Kdshthd  bhindan  urmibhih  pinvamdnah  : kdshthd , accord- 
ing to  Sdtya.naf  means  limitating  circles,  mnrydddbhutan  pari- 
dhin , limits  within  which  the  flowing  butter  increases  with  its 
juices  ; Mahtdhara  makes  it  part  of  the  comparison,  with  the 
rapidity  of  the  steed  rushing  into  the  boundaries  of  the  battle, 
hdshthd  meaning  sangrdma  prademn  : according  to  Sayana , 
ghrita  may  here  also  mean  water,  when  sindhu  wjll  imply  the 
antarihshu. 
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10.  (Priests)1  address  the  pious  praise,- (the  source) 
of  herds  of  cattle:'2  bestow  upon  us  auspicious  riches: 
convey  this  our  sacrifice  to  the  gods,  (whereat)  the 
streams  of  Ghi  with  sweetness  descend. 

11.  The  whole  world,  (Agni),  finds  an  asylum  in 
thine  effulgence,3 4  whether  it  be  in  the  ocean,  in  the 
heart  (of  man),  in  the  life  (of  living  beings),  in  the 
assemblage  of  the  waters,  or  in  warfare : may  we 
attain  that  sweet-flavoured  wave1  which  is  established 
in  thy  (essence).5 


1 The  text  has  no  nominative ; Say  ana  supplies  Ritwijah, 

priests ; Mahidhara , devdh , gods,  which  agrees  better  with 
part  of  what  follows.  ' * 

2 Sushtutbn  gavyam  djim:  the  latter  Sdyana  renders  gosam- 
bandhinam  sanghdtam , the  number  or  collection  relating  to 
cattle;  or,  he  says,  it  may  mean  abundance  of  water;  Mahi- 
dhara divides  the  terms,  and  explains  Agni  by  yajna,  (sacrifice), 
and  garya  by  ghi : gods,  approach  the  pious  praise,  and,  the’ 
sacrifice  at  which  ghi  is  offered. 

3 Dhdmam  te  viswam  bhuvanam  adhisritam:  the  first  is  ex- 
plained by  Sdyana,  tejah-sthdne,  in  the  place  of  brightness  or 
heat ; Mahidhara,  by  vibhutydm,  superhuman  power  ; the  pur- 
port is  the  identification  of  all  things  with  Agni,  present  in  the 
ocean  a$  submarine  fire ; in  men,  as  vanwdnara,  which  is  an 
etymological  pun  from  viswa , all,  and  nara  a man ; in  life, 
ayushi,  as  the  vital  principle,  or  dyus  may  mean  food,  anna, 
when  the  digestive  fire  is  intended;  in  the  assembled  waters  or 
the  firmament,  as  lightning ; in  war,  as  the  metaphorical  fire 
of  valour. 

4 Urmih  ya  abhritahi  the  wave  which  is  so  deposited,  sthd- 
pitah,  may  imply  either  the  butter  of  the  oblation,  or  water  in 
the  shape  of  rain. 

5 This  Sukta,  which  is  probably  ancient,  is  a good  specimen 
of  Vuidik  vagueness,  and  mystification,  and  of  the  straits  to 
which  commentators  are  put  to  extract  an  intelligible  meaning 
from  the  text. 
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MANDALA  V. 
• • 

ANOVAKA  I. 

S (j KT A I.  (I.) 


The  deity  is  Agni;  the  jRishis  are  Bitdha  and  Gavishthiha, 
of  the  race  of  Atiu  ; the  metre  is  Trishtubh . 

• 

1 . Agni  is  awakened  by  the  fuel  (supplied  by)  the 
priests  at  the-  dawn,  approaching  like  a cow  (to  pas- 
ture) : bis  llames  rise  up  to  the  sky  like  stately  (trees) 

throwing  aloft  their  branches.1 

^ ♦ 

2.  The  offerer  of  the  oblation  is  awakened  for  the 
worship  of  the  gods : favourably  minded,  Agni  has  risen 
up  with  the  dawn  : the  radiant  vigour  of  the  kindled 
(fire)  is  manifested;  the  great  deity  has  been  liberated 
from  the  darkness. 

3.  When  Agni  has  seized  upon  the  (confining) 
girdle  of  the  aggregated  (world),2  then,  bright-shining, 
he  makes  all  manifest  with  brilliant  rays:  thereupon 
the  precious  food-desiring  (oblation)  is  added  (to  the 
flame),  and  Agni,  soaring  aloft,  drinks  it  as  it  is 
(spread  out)  recumbent3  by  the  ladles.4 


Varga  XII. 


* 1 Sama-  Veda,  i.  73,  ii.  1006,  Yajur-  Veda,  15.  24:  Main - 
dhara  explains  prati  dhenum  dyatim  ushdsam,  as  the  cow  is 
awakened  in  the  morning  by  the  calf,  and  men  by  day-break : 
he  differs  also  in  the  explanation  of  the  simile  in  the  second 
hemistich,  yahvd  iva  pra  vaydm  ujjihdndh , rendering  it,  as 
large  (birds)  springing  from  the  branches  of  the  trees,  or  as  the 
largest  birds  from  their  nests. 

2 Yudrim  ganasya  rasa n dm  ajigah,  when  he  has  seized  the 
•rope  of  the  company,  i.e.  the  darkness  encompassing  the  world, 
like  a cord  or  rope,  obstructing  all  active  exertion,  jagato  rajjtir- 
iva  vydp  a rap  ra  tiba  n dh  aha  m tamas. 

3 Vttandm  is  explained  vistritdrn , an  epithet  of  djyadhdrdm, 
stream  of  ghi,  understood. 

4 This  and  the  preceding  occur  in  the  Sdma-Veda,  n.  1007—8. 
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4.  The  minds  of  the  devout  turn  to  Agni,  as  the’  . 
eyes  (of  men)  look  towards  the  sun : when  the  multi- 
form* 1 (heaven  and  earth)  bring  him  forth  along  with 
the  dawn,  lie  is  born  as  a white  courser  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  days. 

5.  (Agni),  capable  of  birth,  is  born  in  the  beginning 
of  the  days ; radiant,  he  is  deposited  in  the  friendly 
woods,  and  then  the  adorable  Agni,  the  offerer  of  the 
oblation,  displaying  seven  precious  (rays),  is  seated  in 
every  house. 

6.  The  adorable  Agni,  the  offerer  of  the  oblation, 
has  sat  down  in  a fragrant  place2  on  the  top  of  his 
mother  (earth) : youthful,  wise,  many-stationed,  the 
celebrator  of  sacrifice,  the  sustainer  (of  all),  kindled 
(he  abides)  amongst  men. 

7.  They  glorify  at  present  with  hymns  that  Agni, 
who  is  intelligent,  the  fulfiller  (of  desires)  at  sacrifices, 
the  offerer  of  oblations,  who  has  charged  heaven  and 
earth  with  water,  and  whom  they  always  worship  with 
clarified  butter  as  the  bestower  of  food. 

8.  Entitled  to  worship,  he  is  worshipped  in  his  own 
(abode) ; humble-minded,  eminent  amongst  sages,  our 
auspicious  guest,  the  thousand-rayed,  the  showerer 
(of  benefits),  of  well-known  might,3  thou,  Agni,  sur- 
passest  all  others  in  strength. 

9.  (Too)  quickly,  Agni,  dost  thou  pass  to  others 
from  him  to  whom  thou  hast  been  manifest:  most 

m 

1 The  text  has  only  virupe , various-formed  : being  in  the  fern.* 
dual  it  is  applied  to  dydvdprithivyau,  understood. 

2 Surablta  for  j utrabhau  loke,  fragrant  with  the  odour  of 
ghi  and  other  offerings,  the  altar. 

3 Tod  ojah , lit.  having  that  strength  ; tad , that,  implying 
that  which  is  notorious,  yat  prasiddham  balam. 
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beautiful,  adorable,  radiant,  many-shining,  the  loved 
of  people,  the  guest  of  men. 

10.  To  thee,  youngest  (of  the  gods),  men  present 
oblations,  whether  nigh  or  from  far : accept  the  praise 
of  him  who  most  extols  thee ; for  the  felicity  (which 
thou  conferrest),  Agni,  is  great,  vast,  auspicious. 

11.  Ascend  to  day,  radiant  Agni,  thy  resplendent, 
well-conducted  chariot,  together  with  the  adorable 
(gods):  cognizant  of  the  ways  (of  worship),1  bring 
hither,  by  the  vast  firmament,  the  gods,  to  partake  of  the 

oblation.  * 

• . 

12.  We  have  uttered  aloud  this  encomiastic  praise 
to  the  wise,  holy,  vigorous  (Agni),  the  showerer  (of 
benefits) : Gavishthiua  offers  with  reverence  (this) 
praise  to  Agni,  like  the  wide-sojourning  (sun), 
effulgent  in  the  sky. 

Sukta  II.  (II.) 

The  deity  is  Agnjj  the  Rishi  is  Kumara,  the  son  of  Atri,  or 
.Vrisa,  the  son  of  Jara,  or  both;  the  metre  is  Trishtubh , 
except  in  the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Sakvari. 

1.  The  young  mother  cherishes  her  mutilated  boy  Varga  xiv. 
in  secret,  and  gives  him  not  up  to  the  father:  men 
behold  not  his  mutilated  form,  but  (see  him)  when 
placed  before  (them)  in  an  unresting  (position).2 

1 Vidv&n  pathinam : the  first  is  rendered  yashtavyadevapa- 
rijnanavan , having  knowledge  of  the  gods  who  are  to  be  wor- 
shipped ; the  last,  with  regard  to  the  ways  of  worshipping  them, 
devayajanamdrgdn  prati. 

2 According  to  what  is  no  doubt  the  most  accurate  interpreta- 
tion of  this  verse,  and  of  those  which  follow,  they  contain  only  a 
metaphorically  obscure  allusion  to  the  lighting  of  the  sacrificial 
fire:  the  mother  is  the  two  pieces  of  touchwood,  which  retain 
fire,  the  child,  and  will  not  spontaneously  give  it  up  to  the 
father,  the  yajamdna,  until  forced  by  attrition : till  then,  also, 
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2.  Young  mother,  what  boy  is  this  whom  thou, 
(become)  a malevolent  spirit,  fosterest?  the  mighty 
(queen)  has  given  him  birth;  the  embryo  has  thriven 


people,  the  priests,  do  not  behold  it,  but  they  see  it  when  burst- 
ing into  ignition  : this,  however,  has  not  satisfied  the  commen- 
tators, and  a curious  and  strange  legend  has  been  devised  for  the 
interpretation  of  the  text,  or  has  been,  perhaps,  applied  to  it  by 
way  of  explanation,  having  been  previously  current : it  is  more 
probably,  however,  suggested  by,  than  suggestive  of,  the  verses : 
Say  ana  quotes  /he  Satydyana  Brahmana  as  the  authority : 
the  story  is  this  : Raja  Try ar ana , the  son. of  Tricrishna , of  the 
race  of  Ihshwakus , had  for  his  Purohit  Vrisa , the  son  of  Jar  a : 
it  was  the  custom,  it  is  said,  when  a Raja  and  his  Purohit  went 
out  in  the  same  chariot,  that  the  latter  should  drive,  and,  on  an 
occasion  of  this  kind,  the  chariot  went  over  a Brahman  boy 
who  was  playing  in  the  road,  and  killed  him:  a dispute  ensued 
between  the  Raja  and  the  priest  as  to  which  was  the  murderer, 
the  former  accusing  the  latter  because  he  was  -driving,  the 
Purohit  retorting,  that  as  the  chariot  was  the  Raja's,  he  was  the 
responsible  person  : they  referred  the  matter  to  an  assembly  of 
the  Ihshwakus,  who  decided  against  the  Purohit : Vrisa  re- 
stored the  boy  to  life  by  the  prayer  thenceforth  called  after  him 
the  Vdrsa-sdman,  but  beinjr  offended  with  the  Ihshwakus  for 
what  he  considered  their  partiality,  fire  thenceforth  ceased  to 
perform  its  functions  in  their  dwellings,  and  the  cooking  of  their 
food  and  other  offices  ceased  : attributing  this  to  the  displeasure 
of  the  flislii , the  Ikshwdhus  respectfully  invoked  his  presence, 
and,  with  the  same  mantra,  he  prayed  that  the  energy  of  fire 
would  be  restored  to  them,  which  accordingly  took  place:  this 
energy  or  activity  is  designated  by  the  unusual  .term  of  Haras, 
Agner  haras  : so  far  the  legend  is  intelligible,  but  what  follows 
is  rather  obscure:  Sdyana  proceeds  : so  singing,  the  Rishi 
having  seen  distinctly  the  Brahmariicide  become  the  wife  of 
king  Trasadasyu,  in  the  garb  of  a Pisdchi , and  that  she,  having 
taken  tjie  Haras  away  from  the  fire -chamber,  was  concealing  it 
in  her  regal  clothing  ( kasipau ?)  he,  having  propitiated  that 
Haras  by  the  Varsa  Santa,  re-united  it  with  Agni , upon  which 
the  oflic(*8  of  fire,  in  cooking  and  the  like,  were  discharged  as 
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through  many  years:  I have  seen  him  born  as  the 
mother  brought  him  forth.1 

3.  I have  seen  him  from  a near  place,  golden-toothed, 
bright-coloured,  wielding  (flames  like)  weapons,  (when) 
offering  to  him  the  ambrosial,  all-diffusing  (oblation) : 
what  can  those  who  acknowlege  not  Indra,  who  repeat 
not  his  praise,  do  unto  me. 

. 4.  I have  seen  him  passing  secretly  from  place  (to 
place)  like  a herd  (of  cattle),2  shining  brightly  of  his 

before  : Sdyana  adds  to  his  version  a quotation  from  the  Tandya 
which  stops  with  the  restoration  of  the  boy  to  life : the 
Ntti  vianjari  cites  the  legend  from  the  JJrihad-devata , the 
first  part  of  which  is  the  same  as  that  given  above,  but 
there  is  some  slight  variation  in  the  conclusion : after  the 
decision  against  the  Purohitf  this  authority  continues,  the 
Athai'van  having  seen  (or  composed)  the  Angirasa  mantras , 
restored  the  boy  to  life,  but  being  in  wrath,  he  deserted  the 
king,  and  went  to  another  country : upon  his  departure,  the 
Haras  or  function  of  Agni  ceased,  and  there  were  no  more 
burnt-offerings : the  Raja,  being  much  distressed,  went  to  the 
llishij  and  pacified  and  brought  him  back,  and  prevailed 
upon  him  to  become  his  Purohit  once  more  : still  the  fire  with- 
held its  activity,  until  the  Jiishi  discovered  that  the  queen  was 
in  reality  a Pisdclri , with  whom  the  Haras  had  associated, 
and  was  seated  on  the  throne  with  her,  and  hidden  in  her  robe  : 
on  discovering  tilts,  the  Jtishi  repeated  the  second  stanza  of  this 
Sukta,  “ Young  mother,  See.,”  to  which  Haras , in  the  form  of  a 
boy,  replied  : the  Rishi  then  recited  the  ninth  stanza,  “ Agni 
shines  &c.,”  on  which  the  flame  burst  forth  and  consumed  the 
Pisdchi , after  which  things  went  on  as  before : if  there  be  any  mean- 
ing in  this  legend,  it  may  possibly  intimate  some  quarrel  between 
the  princes  and  priests,  and  a consequent  temporary  discontinu- 
ance of  worship  with  fire. 

1 See  the  preceding  note : in  this  and  several  other  stanzas 
the  allusion  to  the  product  of  fire  by  attrition  is  blended  with 
reference  to  the  circumstances  told  in  the  legend  as  above  par- 
ticularized. 

2 Going  from  pasture  to  pasture. 
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own  accord:  they  apprehended  not  those- (flames  of 
his),  but  he  has  (again)  been  born,  and  they  which 
had  become  grey-haired  are  (once  more)  young.1 

5.  Who  have  disunited  my  people  from  the  cattle?’4 
was  there  not  for  them  an  invincible  protector?  may 
they  who  have  seized  upon  that  (people)  perish,  for 
he  who  knows  (our  wishes)  approaches  to  (protect) 
the  cattle. 

6.  Enemies  have  secreted  amongst  mortals  the 
king  of  living  beings,  the  asylum  of  men : may  the 
prayers  of  Atri  set  him  free ; may  those  who  revile 
be  reviled. 

7.  Thou  hast  liberated  the  fettered  Sunahsepa  from 

• • 

a thousand  stakes,  for  he  was  patient  in  endurance : . 

so,  Agni,  ffCe  us  from  our  bonds,  having  sat  down 
here  (at  our  sacrifice),  intelligent  offerer  of  oblations. 

8.  When  angered,  (Agni),  depart  from  me:  the 
protector  of  the  worship  of  the  gods,  (Indra),  has 
spoken  to  me : the  wise  Indra  has  looked  upon  thee, 
and,  instructed  by  him,  I have  come,  Agni,  to  thee.  * 

9.  Agni  shines  with  great  and  varied  radiance; 
he  makes  all  things  manifest  by  his  might;  he  over- 
comes undivine  malignant  delusions;  he  sharpens  his 
horns  for  the  destruction  of  the  Raldhas. 

1 Palihnir-id yuvatayo  bhavanti : the  flames  which  had  been 
so  often  produced  may  be  considered  us  aged,  or  as  the  text, 
literally,  grey-headed  ; or  allusion  is  intended  to  the  suspension 
of  the  functions  of  fire,  as  in  the  legend. 

2 heme  maryaham  vryavanta  gobhih : what  enemies  have 
despoiled  my  kingdom,  is  the  explanation  of  Say  ana. 

3 That  is,  Agni. 

4 See  vol.  i.  p.  59,  the  text  here  divides  the  two  piirts  of  the 
name,  as  Sunasrh ichchhepa,  interposing  chit,  a general  particle, 
by  Vairiih  license.  • 
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10.  May  thy  roaring  (flames),  Agni,  be  manifest 
in  the  sky  as  sharp  weapons  wherewith  to  slay  the 
Rakshasas : in  his  exhilaration  his  shining  (rays) 
inflict  (destruction),  and  undivine  opposing  (hosts) 
arrest  him  not. 

11.  This  praise  have  I,  a devout  worshipper,  com- 
posed for  thee,  (Agni),  who  art  born  with  many 
(faculties),  as  a steady  dexterous  (artisan  fabricates) 
a car : if,  divine  Agni,  thou  approve  of  it,  then  may 
we  obtain  abundant  flowing  water.’ 

12.  The  many-necked,  the  showerer  (of  benefits), 
ever  increasing,  collects  together  the  wealth  of  the 
enemy  without  opposition:  the  immortals  have  en- 
joined Agni  that  lie  will  bestow  happiness  on  the 
man  who  offers  sacrifice;  that  he  will  bestow  happi- 
ness on  the  man  who  offers  oblations.1 2 

StiKTA  III.  (III.) 

The  deity  is  Agni  ; the  Rishi,  Vasusruta,  of  the  rare  of  Agni  ; 
• the  metre  is  Truhtubh. 

1.  Thou,  Agni,  art  born  Varuna,  thou  becomest 
Mitra  wrhen  kindled : in  thee,  son  of  strength,  art  all 
the  gods:  thou  art  Indra,  son  of  strength,  to  the 
mortal  wrho  presents  (oblations). 

2.  Thou  art  Aryaman  in  relation  to  maidens  ;*  thou 
bearest,-  enjoyer  of  sacrificial  food,  a mysterious  name  :3 
they  anoint  thee,  like  a welcome  friend,  with  milk 


1 jBarhiihmate  manave  sarma  yansat  is-  repeated  with  a 
slight  variation  of  the  first  word,  fiavixhmate,  in  the  repetition. 

2 Twain  aryama  yat  haninam : as  regulator  of  the  ceremony 
the  nuptial  fire  may  be  regarded  as  Aryaman  : the  stanza  is  to 
be  recited  at  marriages. 

3 That  of  Vauwanaray  according  to  the  scholiast,  the  friend 
of  all,  vitwa,  men,  nara. 
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Varga  XVII. 


and  butter,1  when  thou  makest  husband  and  wife  of 
one  mind. 

3.  For  thy  glory  the  Maruts  sweep  (the  firmament), 
when  thy  birth,  Rudra,  is  beautiful  and  wonderful  :‘2 
the  middle  step  of  Vishnu  has  been  placed,  so  thou 
cherishest  the  mysterious  name  of  the  waters.3 

4.  Divine  (Agni),  the  gods,  (made)  comely  by  thy 
glory,  and  bearing  (thee)  great  (affection),  sip  the 
ambrosia : men  adore  Agni,  the  conveyer  of  the  burnt- 
offering,  presenting  oblations  on  behalf  of  the  institu- 
tor  of  the  rite,  desirous  of  (its)  reward. 

5.  There  is  no  more  venerable  offerer  of  oblations, 
Agni,  than  thou,  nor  (one)  prior  to.  thee;  neither, 
giver  of  food,  is  any  one  subsequent  ( to  be  more  glo- 
rified by  hymns)  : the  man  of  whom  thou  art  the  guest 
destroys  hostile  men  by  sacrifice. 

6.  May  we,  desirous  of  wealth,  Agni,  and  arousing 
thee  by  oblations,  secure  in  thy  protection,  acquire 
(riches)  : may  we  (be  victorious)  in  battle,  (successful) 
in  sacrifices  every  day ; and  may  we,  son  of  strength, 
obtain  with  riches  male  (descendants). 

7.  May  Agni  inflict  (evil)  upon  the  evil  doer  who 
commits  offencp  or  wickedness  against  us:  destroy, 
sagacious  Agni,  the  calumniator4  who  injures  us  in 
these  two  ways.5 

— — ■ p.  

1 Anjanti  mitram  sudhitam  na  gobttik  : the  last,  lit.  with  cow’s, 
is  put  by  metonymy  for  the  products  of  the  cow*, 

2 Agni , as  the  lightning. 

3 Pdsi  guhyam  nama  gondm : Sayana  renders  it  ndakdndm, 
gu/iyam  ndmdni  rakshasi , but  gives  no  explanation. 

4 Abhisastim  etum , is,  properly,  this  calumny,  but  as  the 
antecedent  of  yah,  hfc  who,  in  the  masculine,  the  relative  requires 
the  sense  of  abhisastri , accuser  or  calumniator. 

5 Offence,  dyas  or  aparadha , and  sin  or  w retchedness,  enaa, 
or  papa. 
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8.  Former  (worshippers)  constituting  thee,  divine 
(Agni),  the  messenger  (of  the  gods),  have  worshipped 
thee  with  oblations  at  the  dawn  of  day;  when  thou 
proceedest  to  the  place  (of  the  aggregation)  of  the 
wealth  (of  sacrifice),1  bright-shining,  kindled  by  the 
mortals  who  have  given  thee  an  abode.2 3 

9.  Convey  him  (to  safety)  in  war,  son  of  strength, 
who  like  a wise  son  offers  to  thee  (reverence)  as  to  a 
father:?  when,  sagacious  Agni,  dost  thou  look  upon 
us ; when,  director  of  sacrifice,  dost  thou  direct  us  (to 
good  ways) . 

10.  Glorifying  thee,  he  offers  the  copious  oblation,4 
if,  bestower  of  dwellings,  thou  as  a father  art  pleased 
to  accept  it:  Agni,  ever  augmenting,  and  desirous 
(to  befriend),  by  his  might,  the  devout  (worshipper, 
offering)  copious  oblations,  bestows  upon  him  happiness. 

11.  Agni,  youngest  (of  the  gods),  verily  thou 
bearest  thine  adorer  (safe)  beyond  all  calamities: 


1 Sansthe  yad  Agni  lyase  rayindm  : lit.  to  the  heap  of  riches, 
but  the  riches,  according  to  the  scholiast,  are  here  those  of  the 
oblation,  havirlakshananam. 

2 Mar tair  vasubhir  idhyamdnah : the  second,  according  to 
. Sdyana , is  an  epithet  of  the  first,  meaning,  vdsahaik,  placing  or 

fixing  in  an  abode  or  place  of  dwelling,  i.e.  either  the  altar,  or 
tly)  chamber  of  sacrifice. 

3 So  in  v.  2 of  the  next  Suhta , may  the  bearer  of  the  oblation, 
the  undecaying  Agni , be  a father  to  us  : or  the  relationship 
may  be  reversed  ; protect  him,  Agni , who,  like  a father,  cherishes 
thee  as  a son,  AgnL  being  generated  and  maintained  by  the 
sacrificer ; as,  by  another  text,  thou  art  the  son  of  him  who  main- 
tains thee. 

4 J3kuri  ndma  vandamdno  dadhdti:  ndma,  the  scholiast  says, 
may  mean  oblation,  havis ; or  it  may  be  rendered,  praising  thy 
many  names  he  offers  oblations. 
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thieves  have  been  detected,  and  hostile  men  with 
covert  evil  intentions,  have  been  avoided  (by  us).* 

12.  These  (encomiums)  are  directed  towards  thee, 
but  perhaps  an  offence  has  thereby  been  uttered  to 
(thee),  the  giver  of  dwellings  d may  Agni,  augmenting 
(by  our  praise),  yield  us  not  up  to  the  maligner  or 
the  malevolent.  • 

StfKTA  IV.  (IV.) 

The  deitv.  liidii.  and  metre  as  before. 

* ' • 7 • 

v.nrga  xviu.  1.  Royal  Agni,  I glorify  at  sacrifices  thee  who  art 
the  lord  of  vast  riches;  may  we  who  are  in  want  of 
food  obtain  food  through  thee,  and  (through  thee) 
may  we  overcome  hosts  of  (hostile)  men. 

2.  May  the  undecaying  Agni,  the  bearer  of  obla- 
tions, be  a father  to  us,  all  pervading  and  resplendent 
(may  he  be)  to  us  of  pleasing  aspect:  supply  us 
plentifully  with  food  in  return  for  our  well-maintained 
household  fire:  grant  us  viands  abundantly. 

3.  You  possess  (priests)  the  wise  lord  of  human 
beings,1 2  the  pure,  the  purifying,  Agni,  cherished  with 
oblations  of  butter,  the  offerer  of  the  burnt-offering, 
the  all-knowing ; he  among  the  gods  bestows  desirable 
(riches). 

4.  Be  propitiated  Agni,  sharing  in  satisfaction  with  * 
IlA,  vicing  with  the  rays  of  the  sun:  be  gratified, 

1 Vasai'C  vd  tad  id  ago  avdchi , is  explained,  that  which  is  an 
offensive  expression  may  have  been  spoken  to  Vasu , commonly 
rendered  giver  of  dwellings,  by  our  saying  or  intimating,  idam 
dehi , give  this  ; or  it  may  be  rendered,  this  offence  which  has 
been  offered  to  us  by  our  enemies,  has  been  reported  to  Agni. 

2 In  the  first  verse  we  had  vasnijmtim.  vasundm,  the  lord  of 
riches,  of  riches;  so  here  we  have  a similar  redundancy  of  con- 
struction, vi*dm  vispatim,  the  lord  of  men,  of  men. 
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Jatavedas,  by  our  fuel,  und  bring  the  gods  to  partake 
of  the  oblation. 

5.  Propitiated,  lowly-minded,  a guest  in  the  dwell- 
ing, come,  thou  who  art  wise,  to  this  our  sacrifice : 
having  destroyed,  Agni,  all  our  adversaries,  bring  off 
the  possessions  of  those  who  bear  us  enmity. 

6.  Demolish,  Agni,  with  thy  weapon,  the  Dasyu, 
appropriating  the  sustenance  to  thine  own  person;1 
and  inasmuch,  son  of  strength,  as  thou  satisfiest  the 
gods,  so  do  thou,  Agni,  chief  of  leaders,  protect  us  in 
battle. 

7.  We  worship  thee,  Agni,  with  hymns;  we  (wor- 
ship thee),  purifier,  and  of  auspicious  lustre,  with  ob- 
lations : bestow  upon  us  all  desired  riches ; bestow 
upon  us  all  sorts  of  wealth. 

8.  Accept,  Agni,  our  sacrifice:  son  of  strength, 
the  abider  in  the  three  regions,  (accept  our)  oblation: 
may  we  be  (regarded)  amongst  the  gods  as  doers  of 
good : cherish  us  with  triply-protected  felicity.2 

9.  Thou  conveyest  us,  Jatavedas,  across  all  in- 
tolerable evils,  as  (people  are  carried)  over  a river  by 
a boat:  Agni,  who  art  glorified  by  us  with  reverence, 
such  as  (that  shewn)  by  Atri,  know  thyself  the  pro- 
tector of  our  persons. 

10.  Inasmuch  as  I who  am  a mortal  earnestly  in- 
voke thee  who  art  an  immortal,  praising  thee  with  a 

1 Vayah  krinvanas  tanve  swayai ; or  by  tanu  may  be  under- 
stood putra,  a son,  or  the  yajamana  in  that  relation. 

2 Tri-varuthena  scirmana , with  three  defended  j that  is,  pre- 
served by  act,  thought,  and  speech ; or  if  sarman  be  rendered 
by  house,  griha , it  may  be  understood,  protect  us  by  or  iu  a 
three-roofed,  or  three-storied  dwelling,  i.e.  trichchhad  ish  key  a 
grihena , i.e.  a spacious  mansion. 

VOL.  III.  S 
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Varga  XX. 


devoted  heart;  therefore,  JXtavedas,  grant  us  food, 
and  may  I obtain  immortality  through  my  posterity.1 

11.  Upon  whatsoever  performer  of  good  works  thou, 
Agni,  who  art  Jatavedas,  castest  a favourable  regard, 
he  enjoys  welfare,  and  riches,  comprehending  horses, 
cattle,  sons,  and  male  descendants.2 

St/KTA  V.  (V.) 

The  deities  are  the  Apr  is;3  the  Rishi  is  Vasusruta,  the  metre 

Gayatri.  . 

1.  Offer  abundant  butter  to  the  resplendent  Susa- 
middha,4  to  Agni,  to  Jatavedas. 

2.  NarAsansa  animates  this  sacrifice,  he  who  is 
uninjurable,  who  verily  is  wise  and  sweet-handed. 

3.  Agni,  who  art  Ilita,  bring  hither  the  wonderful 
and  friendly  Indra,  with  his  easy-going  chariots  for 
our  protection. 

4.  (Grass),5  soft  as  wool,  be  spread ; the  worshippers 
praise  thee : be  to  us  radiant  (grass  the  source  of) 
liberality. 

5.  Open  divine  doors,  our  passages  to  preservation ; 
fill  full  the  sacrifice  (with  its  rewards). 


1 The  immortality  that  is  defined  as  the  unbroken  succession 
of  descendants,  amritatwam  santatyavich ckh eda la h&hanam : 
another  text  to  the  same  effect  is  cited,  prajdm  anu  prajayate 
tad  u te  martydmritam,  when  progeny  is  born  after  progeny, 
that  verily  is  the  immortality  of  thy  mortality. 

2 These  last  two  stanzas  are  to  be  recited  at  the  sacrifice  for 
obtaining  sons,  putrahdmeshti . 

3 See  vol.  ii.  p.  3*29. 

4 This  agrees  with  the  first  hymn,  vol.  i.  p.  31,  in  making 
Susamiddha  a name,  not  merely  an  epithet  of  Agni. 

5 The  Barhis  or  Poa  eynosuroides. 
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6.  We  glorify  the  evening  and  the  morning,  lovely, 
food-bestowing,  mighty,  the  mothers  of  sacrifice. 

7.  Praised  (by  us),  divine  invokers  of  the  gods, 
come,  moving  on  the  path  of  the  wind,1  to  this  sacri- 
fice of  our  patron.2 

8.  May  Ila,  Saraswati,  Mahi,  the  three  goddesses 
who  are  the  sources  of  happiness,  sit  down,  benevolent, 
upon  the  sacred  grass. 

9.  Twashtiu  being  propitious,  thou  who  art  diffu- 
sive in  kindness,  come  of  thine  own  accord,  protect  us 
in  repeated  sacrifices. 

10.  Wherever  thou  knowest,  Vanaspati,  the  secret 
forms  of  the  gods  to  be,3  thither  convey  the  oblations. 

11.  The  oblation  is  offered  with  reverence4 S  to  Agni, 
to  Varuna;  with  reverence  to  Indra,  to  the  Maruts ; 
with  reverence  to  the  gods. 

S6kta  VI.  (VI.) 

The  deity  is  Aoni  ; the  Rishi  as  before ; the  metre  is  Panhti . 

1.  I glorify  that  Agni  who  is  the  giver  of  dwellings ; 
to  whom,  as  to  their  home,  the  milch  kine,  the  light- 


1 Vdtasya  patman  may  mean,  with  the  swiftness  of  the  wind, 
or  through  the  firmament. 

2 Manusho  no  yujnam , lit.  to  the  sacrifice  of  our  man ; that 
is,  of  the  yajamana. 

3 Yatra  vettha  devdndm  guhyandmdni : the  last  is  explained 
rupdniy  forms,  but  no  further  interpretation  of  the  phrase  occurs : 
it  is  not  specified  as  a faculty  of  Vanaspati  in  any  preceding 
hymn  to  the  Apris , although,  as  in  them,  Vanaspati  here  re- 
presents Agni  as  identified  with  the  sacrificial  post,  or  yupa , or, 
as  the  scholiast  here  says,  the  deity  presiding  over  it,  yupabhi - 
mdni  (leva. 

4 The  term  is  Sicdhd , who  here,  as  heretofore,  is  an  Apri,  or 
personification  of  Agni. 

S 2 
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faced  steeds,  the  constant  offerers  of  oblations,  repair  r1 
do  thou,  (Agni),  bring  food  to  thine  adorers. 

2.  He  is  Agni,  who  is  praised  as  the  giver  of  dwell- 
ings, to  whom  the  milch  kine,  the  light-faced  steeds, 
the  well-born,  devout  worshippers  repair:  do  thou, 
Agni,  bring  food  to  thine  adorers.2 

3.  Agni,  the  all-beholding,  gives,  verily,  to  the 
man  (who  worships  him,  a son)  possessing  abundant 
food:  Agni,  when  propitiated,  proceeds  (to  bestow) 
that  wealth  which  is  of  its  own  nature  precious : do 
thou,  Agni,  bring  food  to  thine  adorers.3 

4.  We  kindle  thee,  divine  Agni,  bright,  undecaying, 
so  that  thy  glorious  blaze  shines  in  heaven : do  thou 
bring  food  to  thine  adorers.4 

5.  To  thee,  radiant  Agni,  lord  of  light,  giver  of 
pleasure,  destroyer  (of  foes),  protector  of  man,  the 
bearer  of  oblations,  to  thee  the  oblation  is  offered  with 
the  sacred  verse : do  thou  bring  food  to  thine  adorers.5 

6.  These  fires  cherish  all  that  is  precious  in  the 
fires  (of  sacrifice);6  they  give  delight;  they  spread 


1 Yam  astam  yanti  dhenavah : astam , which  is  repeated  in 
the  text  with  each  nominative,  is  explained  sarvesham  grihavad 
dsrayabhutam , he  who  is  become  the  house-like  asylum  of  all : 
the  verse  occurs  Sdma-Veda , i.  425.  II.  1087.  and  Yajur-Veda, 
15.  41  : Mahtdhara  also  renders  astam  by  griham. 

2 Sdma-Veda,  ii.  1089.  Yajur-Veda , 15.  42. 

3 Sdma-Veda,  n.  1088. 

4 Sdma-Veda , i.  419,  n.  372. 

5 Sdma-Veda,  ii.  373. 

0 Pro  tye  agnayo  agnishu  viswam  pushyanti  vdryyam : pra- 
pushyanti  dhishnyd  gdrh opa tyddishu,  they  nourish  exceedingly, 
by  their  intensity,  wealth  dhanam , understood,  in  the  household 
and  other  fires  ; that  is,  the  primary  flamis  of  Agni,  when  mani- 
fested in  the  household  fires,  are  the  source  of  riches. 
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abroad;  they  crave  perpetually  (sacrificial)  food: 
bring,  Agni,  food  to  thine  adorers. 

7.  These  thy  flames,  Agni,  fed  with  abundant  food, 
increase,  as,  by  their  descent,  they  seek  the  pastures  of 
the  hoofed  cattle:1  bring,  Agni,  food  to  thine  adorers. 

8.  Grant,  Agni,  to  us  who  praise  thee,  new  dwell- 
ings, and  (abundant)  food:  may  we  be  those  who 
worship  thee,  having  thee  for  a messenger  (to  the 
gods)  in  every  house:  bring,  Agni,  food  to  thine 
adorers. 

9.  Giver  of  delight,  thou  receivest  into  thy  mouth 
the  two  ladles  (full)  of  butter;2  so  inayest  thou  fulfil 
(our  desires),  lord  of  strength,  at  our  solemn  rites: 
bring,  Agni,  food  to  thine  adorers.3 

10.  Thus  have  they  repaired  to  Agni  with  praises 
and  with  sacrifices  successively,  and  have  established 
(the  manner  of  his  worship) ; and  he  has  given  us 
male  descendants,  and  wealth  of  fleet  horses:  bring, 

Agni,  food  to  thine  adorers. 

StJKTA  VII.  (VII.) 

The  deity  as  before ; the  Rishi  is  Isha,  of  the  race  of  Atri  ; 
the  metre  is  Anushtubh , except  in  the  last  verse,  in  which  it 
is  Pankti. 

1.  Friends,  offer  fitting  praise  and  food  to  Agni,  Varga  xxi 

1 Ye  patwabhih  saphdnam  vraja  bhuranta  yonam  is  ex- 
plained by  Sayana , ye  rasmayuh , those  rays  which,  patanaih, 
by  fallings,  ichchhanti  yuthdni  saphdnam  yonam , wish  for  or 
proceed  to  the  herds  of  hoofed  cattle;  an  explanation  which  does 
not  render  the  sense  more  obvious  : it  means,  he  adds,  that  the 
spreading  flames  long  for  the  burnt-offering,  dyaidjuald  horn  ay  a 
kdnksha  nti-ityarthah . 

2 Termed  juhu  and  upabhril , two  ladles  used  for  pouring  the 
oiled  butter  upon  the  fire. 

3 Sama-Veda,  n.  374.  Yajur-Veda , 15.  43:  Mahtdhara 

explains  vbhe  darv> , two  hands  serving  as  ladles.  » 
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the  most  liberal  benefactor  of  men,  the  powerful  son 
of  strength.1 

2.  Where  is  (the  deity)  upon  whose  presence  the 
rejoicing  conductors  (of  the  ceremony)  are  offering 
homage  in  the  hall  of  sacrifice,  (he)  whom  they  kindle, 
and  living  beings  generate. 

3.  When  we  present  to  him  (sacrificial)  food,  when 
(he  accepts)  the  oblations  of  men,  then  by  the  power 
of  the  brilliant  (viands),  he  assumes  the  radiance  of 
the  rite.2 

4.  Verily  he  gives  a signal  by  night  to  one  who  is 
far  off,  when  he,  the  purifier,  the  undecaying,  consumes 
the  forest  lords. 

5.  At  whose  worship  (the  priests)  pour  the  drip- 
ing  (butter)  upon  the  flames,  and  (the  drops)  mount 
upon  the  fire  as  if  they  were  its  own  numerous  off- 
spring, as  (boys  ride)  upon  the  back  (of  a father).3 

6.  Him  whom  the  desired  of  many,  the  (devout) 

a 

, Ur  jo  naptre,  Sdyana  renders,  balasya  putrdya:  Mahtdharaf 
Yaju&hy  15.  29,  translates  Urj,  water,  and  the  appellative, 
grandson  of  water,  timber  being  the  offspring  of  water,  and  fire 
the  offspring  of  fuel. 

2 Ritasya  rapnim  ddade  is  variously  explained  by  the  scho- 
liast, he  accepts  the  ray  that  is  the  apprehender  or  absorber, 
grdhaka,  of  water,  alluding  to  the  production  of  rain  as  the 
result  of  burnt-offerings  ; or  he  becomes  endowed  with  the  energy 
generative  of  the  reward  of  the  sacrifice,  phalajanakam  tejah 
sunkritavan  ; or,  again,  he  accepts  the  praise  which  is,  as  it  were, 
the  lustre  or  ray  of  the  sacrifice. 

3 Bhuma  prishtheva,  is,  literally,  like  many  or  much  on  the 
back  : the  scholiast  explains  bhuma  as  signifying  offspring,  or 
that  which  is  many,  bahu  bhavatite  bhuma  apatyam  ; and 
prixhtha,  he  adds,  implies  the  backs  of  the  father,  pita h prishtlui- 
dexdn  iva ; as  boys  mount  upon  the  fathers’  side,  so  do  the  flames, 
putrd  yathd  pituranliam  drohanti  tad  vat. 
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man  recognises  as  the  sustainer  of  all,  the  flavourer  of 
food,  the  provider  of  dwellings  for  men. 

7.  He  crops  the  dry  ground  strewn  (with  grass 
and  wood),1  like  an  animal  grazing ; he  with  a golden 
beard,  with  shining  teeth,  vast,  and  of  irresistible 
strength. 

8.  Bright  as  an  axe  is  he  to  whom  the  (worshipper), 
like  Atri,  proceeds2  (to  offer  worship):  he  whom  his 
prolific  mother  has  brought  forth,  bestowing  (a  bene- 
factor on  the  world),  when  ( Agni)  obtains  (sacrificial) 
food. 

9.  To  thee,  Agni,  the  accepter  of  the  oblation, 
the  upholder  (of  all),  there  is  pleasure  (from  our 
praise) : do  thou  bestow  upon  these  thy  worshippers 
wealth,  and  food,  and  a heart  (grateful  for  thy  favour). 

10.  May  the  sage  who  is  in  this  manner  the  offerer 
of  exclusive  praise  (Agni,  to  thee),  accept  the  cattle 
which  are  to  be  given  to  thee;  and  thereupon  may 
Atri  overcome  the  irreligious  Dasyus:  may  Isha 
overcome  (hostile)  men.3 

1 Dhanwakshitam  dati : dhanwa  the  commentator  explains 
a place  without  water,  nirudakaprademm  ; and  akshitam , trina - 
kaxhth&dibhir  dkshihtam , tossed  over  with  grass,  timber,  and  the 
like. 

2 Sue  hi  sma  yasma  atrivat  pra  swadhitiva  riyate:  it  is  not 
very  obvious  whether  the  comparisons  apply  to  Agni , or  the  wor- 
shipper; they  might  both  be  understood  by  the ' worshipper, 
eager  to  offer  oblation  as  an  axe  to  cut ; or  both  might  be  ap- 
plied to  Agni ; atri , meaning  an  eater,  or  devourer,  or  an  animal 
eating  grass : it  seems,  however,  most  reasonable  to  apply 
atrivat  to  the  yajurfiaTia,  and  swadhiti  to  Agni. 

3 I shah  sasahydn  nr  in : ishah  may  be,  according  to  Sayana, 
the  liishi  of  the  Sukta ; or  derived  from  ish,  and  being  the 
accus.-plur.,  it  may  be  an  epithet  of  nrin,  encountering  or  op- 
posing men. 
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SOkta  VIII.  (VIII.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before  ; the  metre  is  Jagati. 

1 . Manifester  of  strength,  Agni,  ancient  worshippers 
have  kindled  thee  of  old  for  their  preservation ; thee, 
the  delighter  of  many,  the  adorable,  the  all-sustaining^ 
the  lowly-minded,  the  lord  of  the  house,  the  excellent. 

2.  Men  have  established  thee,  (Agni),  their  ancient 
guest,  as  the  lord  of  the  house;  (thee),  the  blazing- 
haired, the  vast  bannered,  the  multiform,  the  dis- 
penser of  wealth,  the  bestower  of  happiness,  the  kind 
protector,  the  destruction  of  decaying  (trees).1 

3.  Human  beings  glorify  thee,  Agni,  the  appre- 
ciator  of  burnt-offerings,  the  discriminator  (of  truth), 
the  most  liberal  giver  of  precious  (things),  abiding 
(awhile),  auspicious  one,  in  secret,  (at  other  times) 
visible  to  all,  loud  sounding,  offering  worship,  thriving 
upon  clarified  butter. 

4.  We  approach  thee,  all-sustaining  Agni,  adoring 
thee  in  many  ways  with  hymns  and  with  prostrations : 
do  thou,  Angiras,  when  kindled,  be  propitious  to  us : 
may  the  divine  (Agni  be  pleased)  by  the  (sacrificial) 
food  (offered  by  the)  worshipper,  and  by  the  bright 
flames  (of  his  sacrifice). 

5.  Agni,  the  praised  of  many,  thou  who  art  multi- 
form, givest  of  old  food  to  every  mortal;  thou  reignest 
with  strength  over  the  various  (sacrificial)  viands; 
the  splendour  of  thee  when  blazing  brightly  is  not 
rivalled  (by  any). 


1 J arad  visham  is,  literally,  that  which  is  poison  to  the  old  : 
the  commentator  explains  it  jaratdm  vinkshanam  vyapakavi , 
the  pervader  or  consumer  of  old  trees ; or  it  may  mean  jtrno - 
c lahavi , that  by  which  water  is  dried  up. 
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6.  Agni,  youngest  (of  the  deities),  the  gods  have 
made  thee,  when  kindled,  their  messenger,  the  bearer 
of  oblations ; thee,  who  art  rapid  in  movement,  and 
of  whom  butter  is  the  source,  they  have  made,  when 
invoked,  the  brilliant  eye  (of  the  universe),  instigated 
by  the  understanding. 

7.  The  ancient  seekers  after  happiness  have  kindled 
thee,  Agni,  when  invoked,  (and  fed  thee)  with  abun- 
dant fuel;  and  thou  (thereby)  increasing,  and  supplied 
with  shrubs,  art  dominant  over  all  terrestrial  viands.1 


J Abhi  jrayansi  parthivd  vi  tishthase : Soy  ana  explains 
jrayansi  by  annani}  food,  eatables;  and  pdrthivd  by  vrikshdh , 
trees  ; or  he  admits  it  to  be  an  epithet  of  jraydnsi , earthly 
eatables,  as  the  cakes  and  butter  presented  in  sacrifices  with 
fire. 
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FIRST  ADHYAYA. 


MANDALA  V-  ( continued ). 


ANUVAKA  I.  ( continued ). 

Sukta  IX.  (IX.) 

The  deity  is  Agni  ; Gaya,  of  the  race  of  Atri,  is  the  Rishi ; 
the  metre  of  the  fifth  and  seventh  stanzas  is  Pankti,  of  the 
rest  Anushtubh. 

1.  Mortals  bearing  oblations  glorify  thee,  Agni,  the 
divine : I praise  thee,  JAtavedas,1  for  that  thou  con- 
vey est  successively  oblations  (to  the  gods).2 

2.  Agni  is  the  invoker  of  the  gods  (on  behalf  of) 
him,  the  donor  (of  the  oblation),  the  abode  (of  the 
fruit  of  good  works),  by  whom  the  sacred  grass  has 
been  strewn ; (he)  in  whom  congregate  all  sacrifices 
securing  food  and  fame. 

3.  He  (it  is)  whom  the  two  sticks  have  engendered 


1 In  addition  to  previous  explanations,  the  name  is  here  said 
to  imply,  he  whom  all  know  to  be  identical  with  all  that  exists ; 
or,  vedas  may  mean  wealth,  when  it  will  signify,  he  from  w hom 
all  wealth  is  generated. 

2 The  grammatical  portion  of  Sayanas  commentary,  which 
is  very  full  in  the  first  and  second  Ashtakas , is  suspended  in  the 
MSS.  of  the  third  : it  is  resumed  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourth, 
but  is  only  occasionally  repeated. 
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like  a new-born  babe ; the  supporter  of  men  the  de- 
scendants of  Manu,  the  fit  object  of  sacrifice. 

4.  Thou  art  laid  hold  of  with  difficulty  like  the 
young  of  tortuously-twining  (snakes)  j1  thou  who  art 
the  consumer  of  many  forests,  as  an  animal  is  of 
fodder. 

5.  Of  whom  smoke-emitting,  the  flames  intensely 
collect;  then,  when  diffused  in  the  three  regions2  Agni 
inflates  himself  in  the  firmament,  like  the  blower  of  a 
bellows,  and  sharpens  (his  flames),  as  (the  fire  blazes 
from  the  blast)  of  the  blower.3 

6.  By  the  protections  of  thee,  Agni,  the  friend  (of 
all),  and  by  our  praises  (of  thee),  may  we  pass  safe 

from  the  evil  acts  of  men,  as  if  from  malignant 
(enemies). 

7.  Powerful  Agni,  bestow  upon  us  the  institutors 
(of  pious  rites),  that  wealth  (which  we  desire) : may 
he  discomfit  (our  foes) : may  he  cherish  us : may  he 
be  ever  ready  to  bestow  upon  us  food : and  do  thou,4 
Agni,  be  present  in  battles  for  our  success. 


1 Putro  na  hvdryandm,  like  the  son  of  the  crooked-going ; 
the  scholiast  says,  like  a young  snake,  bdlasarpah : or  it  may 
mean  the  colt  of  rearing  and  plunging  horses,  of  those  not 
broken  in,  asikshitabdldswak. 

2 Yadim  aha  trito  divi  upadhamati  is  explained,  trishu 
sthdneshu  vydptah , spread  in  the  three  regions  ; or,  trini  stha- 
ndni  atitya , having  gone  beyond  the  three  regions ; atmanam 
upa  varddhayali , he  blows  up  or  enlarges  himself. 

3 The  text  has  suite  dhmdtarx , he  sharpens  as  in  a blower  ; 
which  the  scholiast  explains,  like  the  fire,  which,  in  the  prox- 
imity of  one  blowing  with  a bellows,  blazes  up,  so  Agni  sharpens 
his  flames,  or  of  himself  adds  to  their  intensity. 

4 The  confusion  of  the  second  and  third  person  is  that  of  the 
original. 

o 
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SUKTA  X.  (X.) 

The  deity,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Agni,  of  irresistible  prowess,  bring  to  us  most 
powerful  treasure;  (invest  us)  with  surrounding 
wealth ; mark  out  the  paths  to  abundance.1 

2.  Marvellous  Agni,  (gratified)  by  our  acts,  (pro- 
duce) in  us  greatness  of  vigour:  in  thee  abides  the 
strength  destroying  evil  spirits : thou  who  art  to  be 
worshipped,  like  Mitra,  art  the  doer  (of  great  deeds).'2 

3.  Augment,  Agni,  our  dwelling  and  prosperity, 
for  the  devout  men  (who  have  propitiated  thee)  by 
their  praises  have  acquired  riches. 

4.  Delightful  Agni,  those  men  who  glorify  thee 
with  hymns  become  rich  in  horses,  and  are  invigorated 
with  (foe-destroying)  energies;  and  their  great  re- 
nown, spread  through  the  firmament,  arouses  (thee)  of 
thine  own  accord.3 

5.  These  thy  bright  and  fierce  flames,  Agni,  spread 
around  like  the  circumambient  lightnings,  and  are  like 
a rattling  chariot  rushing  (into  battle)  for  booty. 

G.  Be  prompt,  Agni,  for  our  protection,  and  for  the 


1 Sama-Veda , I.  81  : there  is  a slight  difference  in  the  text  of 
the  second  half  of  the  stanza. 

2 The  text  has  only  brand  for  hurvaiia : the  acts  alluded  to 
are  such  as  driving  away  the  Rakshasas  or  other  disturbers  of 
religious  rites. 

3 Divaschid  yeshdm  briJiat  sukirttir  bodhati  tmand : the 
application  of  the  two  last  words  is  somewhat  doubtful : Sayana 
disconnects  them  from  the  preceding,  and  supplies  the  name  of 
the  Rishi  of  the  Sukta , Gaya,  as  the  nominative  of  bodhnti ; 
evamvidham  tvdm  Gayastmand  swayam  eva  bodhayati,  Gaya 
of  his  own  accord,  or  of  himself,  as  it  were,  arouses  thee,  Agni , 
so  described. 
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gift  of  poverty-repelling  (riches);  and  may  our  pious 
(descendants  be  able  to)  compass  all  their  desires. 

7.  Agni,  who  art  Angiras,  glorified  in  the  past, 
glorified  (at  present),  invoker  (of  the  gods),  bring  unto 
us  riches  (enabling  us)  to  overcome  the  mighty : give 
to  thy  praisers  (ability)  to  praise  thee,  and  be  (at 
hand)  for  our  success  in  battles. 

Sukta  XI.  (XI.) 

The  deity  is  Agni  ; the  Rishi  is  Sutambhara,  of  the  race  of 

Atri  ; the  metre  is  Jagati. 

1.  The  vigilant,  the  powerful  Agni,  the  protector 
of  man,  has  been  engendered  for  the  present  prosperity 
(of  the  world) : fed  with  butter,  (blazing)  with  intense 
(radiance)  reaching  to  the  sky,  the  pure  Agni  shines 
brilliantly  for  the  Bkaratas -1 

2.  The  priests  have  first  kindled,2  in  three  places, 
Agni,  the  banner  of  sacrifice,  the  family  priest,  (riding) 
in  the  same  car  with  Indra  and  the  gods : he,  the 
performer  of  pious  acts,  the  invoker  (of  the  gods),  has 
sat  down  on  the  sacred  grass  for  the  (celebration  of 
the)  rite. 

3.  Thou  art  born  unobstructed  of  two  mothers  :3 
pure,  adorable,  wise,  thou  hast  sprung  up  from  (the 


1 Sdma-Veda,  ii.  257.  Yajur-Veda  15.  27:  Mahidhara 
agrees  with  Sdyana  in  interpreting  Bkarntas  by  Rilwiks , or 
priests : he  differs  slightly  in  some  other  respects,  rendering  the 
stanza,  Agni  has  been  engendered  by  the  priests  for  the  pre- 
sent sacrifice : he  shines  so  brilliantly,  that  with  his  flames  he 
touches  the  sky,  the  patron  of  the  sacrificer,  vigilant,  dexterous, 
fed  with  butter,  pure. 

2 Truhadhasthe  sa midhire , that  is,  as  the  three  fires,  the 
Garhapalya,  Ahavaniya , and  Dakshina. 

3 The  two  sticks  of  attrition. 
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devotion  of)  the  householder:* 1  they  have  augmented 
thee  with  butter:  Agni,  to  whom  burnt- offerings  are 
made,  the  smoke  is  thy  banner  spread  abroad  in  the 
sky. 

4.  May  Agni,  the  fulfiller  (of  all  desires),  come  to 
our  sacrifice  : men  cherish  Agni  in  every  dwelling: 
Agni,  the  bearer  of  oblations,  has  become  the  messenger 
(of  the  gods) : those  adoring  Agni  adore  him  as  the 
accomplisher  of  the  sacrifice. 

5.  To  thee,  Agni,  this  most  sweet  speech  (is  ad- 
dressed); may  this  praise  be  gratification  to  thy 
heart:  pious  hymns  fill  thee,  and  augment  thee  with 
vigour,  as  large  rivers  (replenish)  the  sea. 

6.  The  Angirasas  discovered  thee,  Agni,  hidden  in 
secret,  and  taking  refuge  from  wood  to  wood  : thou  art 
generated,  being  churned  with  great  force;  therefore 
they  have  called  thee,  Angiiias,  the  son  of  strength.2 

S6kta  XII.  (XII.) 

The  deity,  JRishi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  I offer  to  the  great,  the  adorable  Agni,  the  rainer 
of  water,  the  vigorous,  the  showerer  (of  benefits),  the 
present  acceptable  praise,  like  well-purified  butter 
(poured)  at  sacrifices  into  his  mouth. 

2.  Agni,  who  knowest  (the  purpose  of)  the  sacri- 
fice, assent  to  this  rite  : be  favourable  to  the  copious 


3 Vdatishtho  vivasvatah : the  latter  is  said  to  designate  the 
Yajamdna , from  his  especially,  vi,  abiding,  vasata , in  the 
chamber  where  the  agnihutra , and  other  rites  with  fire,  are 
celebrated. 

1 Sdma-Veda,  li.  258.  Yajur-Veda,  15.  28:  Makidhara 
agrees  with  Sagana : he  adds  as  the  explanation  of  guild,  apsu, 
in  the  waters,  referring  to  the  familiar  legend,  see  vol.  i.  p.  4, 
note. 

VOL.  III.  T 
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showers  of  water  :l  (endowed)  with  strength,  (I  under- 
take) not  (to  obstruct)  sacred  acts,  nor  adjure  the 
rite  with  both  (truth  and  untruth),2  but  (repeat  the 
praise)  of  the  resplendent  showerer  (of  benefits). 

3.  Agni,  bestowcr  of  water,  by  what  (act  of)  truth 
mayest  thou,  who  art  adorable,  be  cognizant  of  our 
adoration  : may  the  divine  Agni,  the  guardian  of  the 
seasons,  recognise  me : I (know)  him  not  (yet)  as  the 
lord  of  the  riches  of  which  I am  the  possessor.3 

4.  Who,  Agni,  among  thy  (followers)  are  the  im- 
prisoners  of  foes?  who  among  them  are  the  protectors 
(of  men),  the  splendid  distributors  of  gifts?  who 


1 When  the  author  of  a Sukta  takes  a fancy  for  the  word  rita, 
probably,  in  one  of  its  meanings,  the  Latin  ritus,  it  is  difficult  to 
follow  him  in  respect  of  its  various  significations  of  sacrifice, 
praise,  truth,  water : ritasya  d/idrd,  however,  necessarily  im- 
plies the  last. 

2 The  text  is  very  elliptical  and  obscure : ndham  ydtum  sahasd 
na  dicayena  ritam  my  a mi  a rush  asya  vrishnah:  it  is,  literally,  not 
I to  go  by  strength,  not  by  the  two  I swear,  the  sacrifice  of  the 
shining  showerer : Sdiyana  supplies  yuhta , joined  or  endowed 
sahasd , with  strength,  and  makes  ydtum  mean  to  injure,  or  injury 
of  pious  acts,  connecting  it  with  sapami , which  he  renders  by 
sprisdmi  or  haromi , I touch  or  do;  I do  not  proceed  to  injure 
sacred  offices  : by  the  two , he  explains  satydnritdbhyam , bv 
truth  and  untruth,  that  is,  avaidikam  hrityam  na  sapdmi , no 
haromi , I perform  not  any  act  not  enjoined  by  the  Veda  : ritam 
here  he  interprets  praise,  and  again  attaches  to  it  sapdmi,  with- 
out the  negative,  I vow  or  repeat  the  praise  of  Agni. 

3 Na  aham  patim  sanituli  asya  rdyah ; the  verb  is  under- 
stood : the  scholiast  renders  it  bhajamdnasya  asya  mama  rdyah 
swdminam  tarn  agnim  aham  na  jdndmi , I do  not  know  that 
Agni,  the  master  of  the  riches  of  this  one,  or  me,  the  enjoyer : 
what  it  means  is  not  very  obvious. 
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among  them  defend  the  asserter  of  untruth?  who  are 
the  encouragers  of  evil  deeds?1 

5.  These  thy  friends,  Agni,  everywhere  dispersed,  • 
were  formerly  unhappy  (in  abandoning  thy  worship), 
but  are  again  fortunate  (by  its  renewal):  may  they 
who,  with  (censorious)  words,  impute  fraudulent  (prac- 
tices) to  me  who  pursue  a straight  path,  bring  evil 
upon  themselves. 

6.  May  the  dwelling  of  him,  Agni,  who  celebrates 
thy  worship  with  reverence,  of  him  who  protects  the 
sacrifice  (offered)  to  the  resplendent  showerer  (of 
benefits),  be  well  stored ; and  may  a virtuous  suc- 
cessor of  the  man  who  diligently  worships  thee  come  in 
his  place. 

StfKTA  XIII.  (XIII.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before  ; the  metre  is  Gdyatri 

1.  Adoring  thee,  Agni,  we  invoke  thee:  adoring  varaav. 
thee  we  kindle  thee,  adoring  thee  for  protection. 

2.  Desirous  of  wealth,  we  recite  to  day  the  effectual 
praise  of  the  divine  Agni,  (whose  radiance)  reaches 
the  sky.2 

3.  May  Agni,  who  amongst  men  is  the  invoker  of 
the  gods,  accept  our  praises ; may  he  offer  sacrifice  to 
the  divine  beings. 

4.  Thou,  Agni,  art  mighty  and  gracious,  the  (mini- 
strant)  priest,  the  desired  (of  all) : through  thee  the 
worshippers  complete  the  sacrifice. 

1 The*  two  last  are  persons  not  worshipping  Agni ; but  the 
verse  mav  he  also  thus  rendered,  who  are  they  that  confine 
their  foes?  who  are  they  that  preserve  men  from  uttering  un- 
truth ? who  are  they  that  vindicate  people  from  calumny  ? they 
are,  Agni,  thy  worshippers. 

2 This  and  the  two  next  verses  occur  Sam  a- Veda,  ii.  755 — 

757. 
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5.  Wise  worshippers  exalt  thee,  Agni,  the  bountiful 
giver  of  food,  the  deservedly  lauded : do  thou  bestow 
upon  us  excellent  strength. 

6.  Agni,  thou  encompassest  the  gods  as  the  circum- 
ference (surrounds)  the  spokes  (of  a wheel) : bestow 
manifold  wealth  upon  us. 

S6kta  XIV.  (XIV.) 

The  deity,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Waken  the  immortal  Agni  with  praise,  that, 
being  kindled,  he  may  bear  our  oblations  to  the  gods. 

2.  Mortals  worship  him  an  immortal  divinity  at 
their  sacrifices,  most  adorable  among  the  human  race. 

3.  Numerous  (worshippers),  pouring  out  butter 
from  the  (sacrificial)  ladle,  glorify  him,  the  divine 
Agni,  that  he  may  convey  their  oblation  (to  the  gods). 

4.  Agni,  as  soon  as  born,  blazes  brightly,  destroy- 
ing the  Dasyus , and  (dispersing)  the  darkness  by  his 
lustre:  he  has  discovered  the  cows,  the  waters,  the 
sun. 

5.  Worship  the  adorable  Agni,  the  sage,  whose 
summit  blazes  with  butter:  may  he  hear  and  com- 
prehend my  invocation. 

6.  They  have  augmented  Agni,  the  beholder  of  all, 
with  oblations  and  with  praises,  along  with  the  gods, 
the  objects  of  pious  meditation,  desirous  of  praise. 

ANUVAKA  II. 

StfKTA  I.  (XV.) 

The  deity  is  Agni  ; the  Rishi  Dharuna,  of  the  family  of 
Angiras  ; the  metre  is  Tri&htubh. 

1.  I offer  praise  to  Agni,  the  creator,  the  far-seeing, 
the  adorable,  the  renowned,  the  first  (of  the  gods) ; he 
who  is  propitiated  by  oblations,  the  strong,  the  giver 
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of  happiness,  the  possessor  of  riches,  the  receiver  of 
oblations,  the  bestower  of  dwellings. 

2.  They  are  detaining  by  sacrifice  the  true  recipient 
(of  offerings)1  in  the  most  eminent  place  of  the  cere- 
mony, who  brings  together  the  leaders  (of  the  rite), 
the  unborn  with  the  born,  (or  gods  and  men),  as 
seated  at  the  solemnity  which  is  the  stay  of  heaven. 

3.  They  who  (present)  to  the  chief  (of  the  gods) 
the  great  food  (of  sacrifice),  unattainable  (by  the 
Rakshasas),  enjoy  forms  exempt  from  defect:2  may 
that  new-born  Agni  scatter  assembled  (hosts):  let 
them  stand  from  around  me,  as  (deer  avoid)  an  angry 
lion. 

4.  When,  everywhere  predominating,  thou  cherishest 
all  men  like  a mother,  and  (art  implored  by  all)  to 
behold  and  to  support  them ; and  when,  being  detained, 
thou  maturest  every  kind  of  food,3  then,  multiform 
(Agni),  thou  coinprisest  (all  beings)  in  thyself. 

5.  Divine  Agni,  may  the  (sacrificial)  food,  the 
vast  yielder  (of  benefits  to  men),  the  sustainer  of 


1 Ritena  ritam  dharunam  dhdrayantak  : they,  the  Yaja- 
vidnaSj  hold  or  detain,  ritam  dharunam , yajnaxya  dhdraham 
satyam,  the  true  holder  of  sacrifice,  that  is,  Agni , by  the  cere- 
mony, parame  vyomani , vtkrishte  sthane,  in  the  best  place,  that 
is,  the  altar. 

2 Anhoyuvastanvas-tanvate , are  explained  by  Sdyana,  svas- 
tanur-anhasd  viyojihd  vistdraryanti , they  effect  the  extension 
of  their  own  persons,  disjoined  by  or  separated  from  sin : the 
sense  is  not  very  obvious. 

3 Vayo  vayo  jarase  yad  dadkdnah : the  scholiast  interprets 
yadd  dhdryamdno  hhavasi  tadd  mi'vam  annam  jarayasi,  when 
thou  art  being  detained,  then  thou  eausest  all  food  to  decay,  i.e. 
to  digest. 
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riches,  support  the  utmost  of  thy  vigour ; and  do  thou, 
considering  (the  means  of  acquiring)  great  riches, 
like  a thief  keeping  concealed  the  article  (he  has 
stolen),  be  propitious  to  Atri.1 

Sukta  II.  (XVI.) 

The  deity  as  before;  the  Ttuki  is  Puuu,  of  ihe  race  of  Atri  ; 

the  metre  is  Anushtubh,  except  in  the  Inst  ver>e,  in  which  it  is 

j Pankti. 

1.  Offer  abundant  (sacrificial)  food  to  the  brilliant 
divine  Agni,  whom  mortals  have  placed  before  them 
by  praises  as  a friend.2 

2.  For  that  Agni,  (endowed)  with  the  lustre  of  the 
strength  of  his  arms,  is  the  ministrant  priest  of  mor- 
tals, who  (presents)  the  oblation  to  the  gods  in  suc- 
cession, and  like  Biiaga3  distributes  desirable  wealth. 

3.  (May  we  be  assiduous)  in  the  praise,  (and 
cherished)  in  the  friendship,  of  that  very  radiant 
possessor  of  wealth,  on  whom,  loud-sounding  and  all- 
ruling, (his)  universal  (worshippers)  have  conferred 
vigour. 

4.  Now  verily,  Agni,  (be  disposed)  for  bestowing 
excellent  strength  on  these  (thy  worshippers) : heaven 
and  earth  have  invested  him  with  glory  like  the  vast 
(sun).4 


1 This  may,  perhaps,  also  imply  that  wealth  bestowed  upon 
the  Ijtishi  is  deposited  in  a secure  receptacle,  like  the  hidden 
booty  of  a thief,  padam  na  tdyur  fjuhdm  dadhdnah,  but  the 
whole  Sukta  is  obscurely  worded. 

2 Sdma-Veda , i.  88  : the  latter  reads  prasastaye,  for  praise, 
instead  of  prasastibhik , by  praises. 

3 13  ha  (/a,  according  to  Sayaua , here  means  Surya. 

1 The  text  lias  only  yahvam  ua,  like  the  great ; the  scholiast 
has  mahdntam  s dry  am  iva,  like  the  great  sun. 
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5.  Glorified  by  us,  Agni,  come  quickly,  and  bring 
us  desirable  wealth:  we  who  (are  thy  worshippers), 
we  (who  are  thine)  adorers,  offer  thee  welcome  together 
with  oblations:  be  thou  favourable  to  us;  be  (our) 
success  in  battles. 

S6kta  III.  (XVII.) 

The  deity,  Rixhi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Divine  Agni,  a mortal  thus  with  sacrifices  (calls 
upon  thee)  who  art  endowed  with  lustre  for  protection : 
Puru  adores  Agni  for  protection  when  the  sacred  rite 
is  solemnized. 

2.  Performer  of  various  functions,1  who  art  de- 
servedly renowned,  thou  praisest  by  thy  words  that 
Agni,  who  is  possessed  of  wonderful  splendour;  who 
is  exempt  from  pain ; who  is  adorable  and  supreme  in 
understanding. 

3.  He  who  is  endowed  with  vigour,  is  (glorified) 
by  praise,  and  by  whose  radiance,  like  that  of  the 
sky,  the  rays  of  light  shine  brightly : by  his  lustre, 
verily,  (the  sun  is  luminous).2 

4.  By  the  worship  of  him  who  is  pleasing  of  aspect 
the  provident  (heap)  wealth  in  their  cars : Agni,  to 
whom  oblations  are  due,  is  then  glorified  by  all  people. 

5.  Quickly,  (Agni,  give  us)  desirable  (wealth), 
such  as  the  devout,  combining  with  (pious)  praise, 
(obtain):  son  of  strength,  (be  favourable)  to  (my) 


1 Vidharman : it  applies  either  to  the  Rishi  or  the  yajamdna. 

2 The  text  has  only  asya  vdsd  u arc/nskd , vd  am  being  put 
for  vd  atau  ; literally,  by  the  light  of  him,  he  verily : asau,  he, 
according  to  the  commentator,  designates  the  sun  ; and  the  en- 
tire phrase  is,  by  the  light  of  hitn,  that  is,  of  Agni,  the  sun 
becomes  radiant ; ddilyo  archishman  bhavati. 
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desires;  protect  us  (from  calamity);  be  alert  for  our 
prosperity  ;l  come  for  our  success  in  battles. 

S6kta  IV.  (XVIII.) 

The  deity  and  metre  as  before ; the  Rishi  is  Dwita,  of  the  race 

of  Atri. 

1.  Let  Agni,  the  beloved  of  many,  the  guest  of 
man,  be  present  at  dawn;  be  who,  immortal,  desires 
the  oblations  of  mortals.2 

2.  Be  (willing  to  make)  a grant  of  thine  own 
strength  to  Dwita,  the  bearer  of  the  pure  oblation ; for 
he,  immortal  Agni,  thy  diligent  praiser,  brings  to 
thee  continually  the  Soma  juice. 

3.  I invoke  thee  bright-shining,  through  a long 
life,  with  praise,  (for  the  benefit)  of  the  affluent,  that 
their  chariot,  giver  of  horses,  may  proceed  unimpeded. 

4.  Amongst  whom  the  ceremonial  of  many  kinds  is 
observed ; who  perpetuate  the  sacred  hymns  by  their 
recital ; by  them  the  sacrificial  viands  are  placed  upon 
the  strewn  grass  (at  the  sacrifice  which)  leads  (the 
worshipper)  to  heaven.3 

5.  Immortal  Agni,  bestow  upon  those  opulent  men, 
who,  upon  (my)  praise  (of  thee),  gave  to  me  fifty 


1 Saydhi  snmstaye  : the  commentator  says  the  verb  may  here 
be  put  for  the  first  person,  and  mean  yache,  I ask  for,  or  it  may 
mean,  as  translated,  mkto  bhava , be  able. 

2 Sdma-Veda , i.  8*5:  the  reading  of  the  second  half  of  the 
stanza  somewhat  differs : our  text  is  visvdni  yo  amartyo  havyd 
mar / y fish n ranyati : the  St'iina  has  rixve  yasminn-amartyc  ha- 
vyam  martasa  indhati , in  or  upon  all  that  which  is  immortal, 
mortals  offer  oblations. 

3 Strar-narcy  a synonyme  here  of  yajnc,  swaryam  yajamdnum 
nayati,  it  leads  the  ynjamdna  to  heaven. 
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horses,  and  brilliant,  ample,  and  abundant  food,  (sup- 
porting numerous)  dependants. 

St/KTA  V.  (XIX.) 

The  deity  as  before  ; the  llishi  is  named  Vavri;  the  metre  of 

the  two  first  stanzas  is  G&yatri , of  the  two  next  Anushtubh , 

and  of  the  fifth  V xrdtrupd. 

1.  Unprosperous  circumstances  affect  Vavri:  may 
the  accepter  (of  oblations)  become  cognizant  (of  them), 
as,  reclining  on  the  lap  of  his  mother,  he  beholds  all 
things. 

2.  They  who  know  (thy  power)  invoke  thee  in- 
cessantly, and  nourish  (thy)  strength  (by  oblations) : 
they  dwell  in  an  impregnable  city. 

3.  Living  men,  with  collars  of  gold,  earnest  in 
praise,  desirous  of  food,  augment  by  this  laudation  the 
vigour  of  thee  abiding  in  the  white  firmament. 

4.  May  (Agni)  with  his  two  relatives,  (heaven 
and  earth),  hear  this  faultless  (praise),  acceptable  as 
milk : he  who,  like  the  mixed  oblation,  is  filled  with 
food,1  and,  unsubdued,  is  ever  the  subduer  of  his  foes. 

5.  Radiant  (Agni),  who  art  made  manifest  by  the 
wind,  and  art  sporting  amidst  the  ashes  (of  the  forest), 
be  present  with  us : and  may  the  fierce  fiery  flames, 
destructive  of  foes,  be  gentle  to  this  thy  worshipper. 


1 Gharmo  va  vdjajatharah , he  in  whose  belly  is  food  like 
(he  gharmah  : besides  its  ordinary  sense  of  warm,  hot,  and  that 
of  day,  assigned  to  it  by  Yasha,  the  word  has  other  meanings : 
Sayana  apparently  identifies  it  with  the  ceremony  called  Pm- 
vargya , pravargya  iva  gharmo  yathd  havyendjyenapayasa- 
sikta , like  the  Pravargya  the  gharma,  sprinkled  with  the 
oblation  butter  and  milk : perhaps  we  should  read  pravargye , at 
the  Pravargya , for,  by  a subsequent  passage,  gharma  means  a 
vessel,  a pitcher. 


Varga  XI. 
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Varga  XII. 


Varga  XIII. 


StfKTA  VI.  (XX.) 

The  deity  as  before : certain  persons  of  the  race  of  Atri,  called 
Prayasvats , are  the  Rishis ; the  metre  of  the  last  stanza  is 
Panhti , of  the  rest  Anushtubh. 

1.  That  (sacrificial)  wealth,  Agni,  bounteous  giver 
of  food,  of  which  thou  appro  vest,  and  which  deserves 
to  be  commended  by  our  praises,  do  thou  convey  to 
the  gods.1 

2.  May  those  prosperous  men  who  do  not  offer  ob- 
lations to  thee  become  destitute  of  great  strength,  and 
may  (the  followers)  of  other  (than  vaidik)  obser- 
vances incur  (thy)  enmity  and  punishment. 

3.  We,  Prayasvats ,‘2  have  recourse  to  thee,  the  in- 
voker (of  the  gods),  the  means  of  strength : we  glorify 
thee  first  at  sacrifices  with  praise. 

4.  Possessor  of  strength,  day  by  day  so  (provide), 
that  we  may  enjoy  thy  protection;  doer  of  good 
deeds,  may  we  (be  deserving)  of  wealth  through 
sacrifice,  and  may  wTe  be  happy  with  cattle,  happy 
with  male  descendants. 

SdKTA  VII.  (XXI.) 

The  deity  as  before;  the  Rishi  is  Sasa  ; the  metre  as  before. 

•1.  Like  Manu,  we  meditate,  Agni,  upon  thee; 
like  Manu,  we  kindle  thee:  worship  the  gods  on 
behalf  of  the  (worshipper),  devout  as  Manu. 

2.  When  thou  art  pleased,  Agni,  thou  shinest  upon 
the  human  race : well-born,  feeder  upon  clarified 
butter,  the  ladles  are  constantly  uplifted  to  thee. 

3.  All  the  consentient  divinities  have  made  thee 

1 Vajur-Veda,  19.  G4  ; instead  of  vdjamtama , the  printed 
Yajush  reads  havyavahana , conveyer  of  offerings  to  the  manes. 

2 Prayasvantah  is,  literally,  those  having  food,  annavantah. 
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their  messenger ; therefore  the  pious  worship  thee  who 
art  divine,  wise  Agni,  at  sacrifices. 

4.  Man  praises  thee,  divine  Agni,  to  convey  his 
offerings  to  the  gods : bright  Agni,  blaze  when  kindled : 
take  thy  seat  in  the  chamber  (of  sacrifice),  in  the 
chamber  of  the  sincere  SasA. 

S6kta  VIII.  (XXII.) 

The  deity  and  metre  as  before;  the  Rishi  is  Viswasaman. 

1.  Sing,  Viswasaman,  like  Atri,  (a  hymn)  to  the 
dispenser  of  purifying  light:  (to  him)  who  is  to 
be  praised  at  sacrifices,  the  invoker  of  the  gods,  the 
most  adorable  by  man. 

2.  Cherish  the  divine  Agni,  by  whom  all  that  exists 
is  known,  the  priest  (of  the  rite) : may  the  sacrifice 
most  suitable  for  the  gods  duly  this  day  proceed  to 
them.  ’ 1 

3.  Men  have  recourse  to  thee,  divine  Agni,  who  art 
of  intelligent  mind,  for  security : we  praise  thee  who 
art  most  excellent,  seeking  thy  protection. 

4.  Agni,  son  of  strength,  recognise  the  words  of 
this  our  (laudation) : handsome-chinned,  lord  of  the 
dwelling,  the  sons  of  Atri  exalt  thee,  such  (as  thou 
art),  by  their  praises : they  embellish  thee  by  their* 
hymns. 

Su KTA  IX.  (XXIII.) 

The  deitv  and  metre  as  before  ; the  Rishi  is  Dyumna. 

1.  Bestow,  Agni,  upon  Dyumna  a son,1  overcoming 
foes  by  his  prowess ; one  who  may  with  glory  subdue 
all  men  in  battle. 

2.  Mighty  Agni,  grant  us  a son  able  to  encounter 


Varga  XIV. 


Varga  XV. 


1 The  text  has  rayivi , rem,  riches,  but  the  scholiast  under- 
stands it  metaphorically,  and  renders  it  putram , a son,  a mean- 
ing consistent  with  what  follows. 
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Varga  XVI. 


hosts ; for  thou  art  true  and  wonderful,  and  the  giver 
of  food  with  cattle. 

3.  All  men  concurring  in  satisfaction,  bearing  the 
dipt  sacred  grass,  solicit  thee,  as  the  kind  invoker  of 
the  gods,  to  the  chambers  (of  sacrifice)  for  infinite 
wealth. 

4.  May  the  (sage)  on  whom  all  men  rely  possess 
foe-subduing  strength:  radiant  Agni,  so  shine  in  our 
habitations  that  they  may  abound  in  riches:  shine, 
purifying  Agni,  dispensing  light. 

S6kta  X.  (XXIV.) 

The  deity  is  Agni;  the Ilishis  are  termed  Ga upayanas  and  Lau- 
payanas,  and  are  four  in  number,  named  severally,  Bandhu, 
Subandhu,  Srutabandhu,  and  Viprabandhu,  to  each  of 
whom  a half  stanza  of  the  two  stanzas  of  which  the  Suhta 
consists  is  attributed ; the  metre  is  Viraj. 

1,  2.1  Agni,  who  art  to  be  adored,  be  ever  nigh  to  us, 


1 These  two  verses  seem  to  be  favourites:  the  first  pada  of 
the  first  occurs  twice  in*  the  Sama-Veda , i,  448,  n.  457;  the 
second  once,  n.  458  : the  second  pada  of  the  second  stanza 
occurs  in  the  same,  n.  459:  we  have  both  of  them  twice  in  the 
Yajusli , 3.  25,  15.  48:  Mahidhara' s explanation  is  much  the 
same  as  Sdyana' s,  except  in  one  or  two  words  ; as  varuthyah 
in  the  first  line  of  the  first  stanza  : Sdyana  explains  it  varani - 
yah,  sambhajaniyak , that  which  is  to  be  chosen,  to  be  enjoyed, 
to  be  worshipped  r:  Mahidhara  interprets  it  favourable  or  auspi- 
cious to  the  family  or  the  house,  varutha  meaning,  he  says, 
either  putra  samuha , an  assemblage  of  sons,  or  griha , a house : 
Sdyana  also  gives  as  an  alternative,  endowed  or  inclosed  with 
circumferences  or  defences, paridhibhir-vritah,  alluding,  perhaps, 
to  the  common  import  of  varutha  the  fender  of  a carriage: 
again,  rasusravas,  in  the  second  line  of  the  first  verse,  which 
Sdyana  interprets  vydptdnnah,  he  by  whom  food  is  dispensed, 
Mahidhara  explains  renowned  for  wealth. 


Digitized  by  Google 


FOURTH  ASHTAKA — FIRST  ADnY^YA.  269 

our  protector  and  benefactor : do  thou,  who  art  the 

* 

giver  of  dwellings  and  dispenser  of  food,  be  present 
with  us : bestow  upon  us  most  brilliant  wealth. 

3,4.  Understand  us,  Agni;  hear  our  invocation; 
defend  us  from  all  malevolent  (people):  most  bright 
and  resplendent  Agni,  we  earnestly  solicit  thee  for 
the  happiness  (of  ourselves)  and  our  friends. 

StfKTA  XI.  (XV.) 

The  deity  as  before;  the  llishis  are  those  of  the  race  of  Atri, 
named  Vas6yus  ; the  metre  is  Anushtubh. 

1.  Celebrate  the  divine  Agni  for  his  protection: 
may  he  who  presides  over  dwellings  grant  (our  de- 
sires) : may  the  son  of  the  Rishis,1  the  observers  of 
truth,  save  us  from  those  who  hate  us. 

2.  That  Agni  is  true2  whom  the  ancients,  whom 
the  gods  have  kindled,  as  the  bright-tongued  invoker 
of  the  gods,  radiant  with  holy  splendours. 

3.  Agni,  to  be  propitiated  by  praises,  (gratified)  by 
our  choicest  and  most  excellent  adoration  and  hymns, 
bestow  upon  us  riches. 

. 4.  Agni  shines  amongst  the  gods : Agni  is  present 
amongst  mortals : Agni  is  the  bearer  of  our  oblations : 
glorify  Agni  with  praises. 

5.  May  Agni  bestow  upon  the  donor  (of  the  obla- 
tion) a son,  abounding  in  food,  abounding  in  devotion, 
excellent,  unharmed,  conferring  honour  upon  his  pro- 
genitors. 


1 Agni  is  termed  the  son  of  the  Rishk,  as  generated  by  their 
rubbing  the  sticks  together  which  produce  fire. 

2 Satya:  by  true,  in  this  and  other  passages,  is  meant,  it  is  said, 
one  who  does  not  fail  to  bestow  upon  his  worshippers  the  re- 
compense of  their  devotions. 


Varga  XVII. 
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Varga  xx.  0.  May  Agni  bestow  a son,  the  protector  of  the 
good,  who,  with  his  followers,  may  be  victorious  in 
battle : may  he  bestow  a swift-footed  steed,  conquering, 
unconquered.1 

7.  That  (praise)  which  best  conveys  (our  venera- 
tion is  due)  to  Agni  : affluent  in  splendour,  grant  us, 
(Agni),  great  (wealth),  for  from  thee  vast  riches  and 
ample  food  proceed.2 

8.  Brilliant,  Agni,  are  thy  rays : mighty  art  thou 
termed,  like  the  stone  (that  bruises  the  Soma ),  and 
thy  voice  spontaneously  spreads  through  the  sky  like 
thunder. 

9.  Thus  we,  Vasuyus ,3  glorify  the  vigorous  Agni  : 


1 This  and  the  preceding  verse  are  directed  to  be  recited  at  a 
sacrifice  performed  to  obtain  male  offspring,  puirakamesh ti. 

2 Sdma-Veda,  i.  8G.  Yajur-Veda,  20.  12:  Malddhara 
differs  from  Say  ana  in  his  interpretation  of  this  verse  in  several 
respects  : considering  the  first  line,  yad  vahishtham  tad  ay  nay  e 
vrihad  archa  vibhdvasn , to  be  addressed  to  the  Udydtri , he 
renders  it,  sing  to  Agni , that  Vrihad-sdma  (a  hymn  of  the  Sdma- 
Vcda ),  which  is  the  most  effectual  means  of  obtaining  our  de- 
sires ; and  he  refers  the  vocative,  Vibhavaso,  to  the  second  line 
in  which  a more  important  variation  occurs:  it  runs,  mahisht 
iva  hvad  rayistwad  vaja  udirate : Sayana  makes  mahisld  the 
adjective  of  rayi,  great  riches,  and  observes  of  iva  that  it  is  a 
pleonasm,  iveti  puranah:  Mahidhara  understands  it  as  de- 
noting a comparison,  and  explains  the  passage,  as  the  first- 
married  bride  proceeds  from  her  home  to  her  husband,  pro- 
thamaparinita  stri  grihat  patim  prati  udgachc/thati , so  riches 
and  food  proceed  to  the  worshipper,  Agnij  from  thee : the 
necessity  of  supplying  a whole  sentence  is  rather  against  this 
rendering,  and  mahishi  as  an  adjective  is  of  not  unfrequent 
occurence. 

3 The  Vaxuyus  are  here  explained  vasuhamdh , they  who  de- 
sire wealth. 


Digitized  by  Google 


FOURTH  ASHTAKA — FIRST  ADHYAYA. 


271 


may  he,  the  performer  of  great  deeds,  enable  us  to  pass 
over  all  our  enemies  as  (we  cross  a river)  with  a boat. 

Sukta  XII.  (XXVI.) 

The  deity  and  Jtishis  as  before  : the  metre  is  Gdyatri . 

1.  Divine  purifier,  Agni,  with  thy  radiance  and 
pleasing  tongue,  bring  hither  and  worship  the  gods.1 

2.  Feeder  upon  butter,  bright  and  variegated 
radiance,  we  solicit  thee,  the  beholder  of  heaven,  to 
(partake  of)  the  (sacrificial)  food. 

3.  We  kindle  thee  at  the  sacrifice,  wise  Agnt, 
whose  food  is  the  oblation,  who  art  brilliant  and  vast.2 

4.  Come,  Agni,  with  all  the  gods,  to  the  donor  (of 
the  oblation):  we  have  recourse  to  thee  as  their 
invoker. 

5.  To  the  institutor  of  the  rite,  pouring  out  the 
libation,  bring  excellent  vigour;  sit  down  with  the 
gods  upon  the  sacred  grass. 

6.  Victor  over  thousands,  thou  favourest,  when 
kindled,  our  holy  rites,  the  honoured  messenger  of  the 
gods. 

7.  Reverence  Agni,  by  whom  all  that  is,  is  known, 
the  bearer  of  oblations,  the  youngest  of  the  gods,  the 
divine,  the  ministrant  priest. 

8.  May  the  sacrifice  most  solemnly  offered  by  the 
devout  duly  proceed  to  day  (to  the  gods) : spread  the 
sacred  grass  for  their  seat. 

9.  May  the  Maruts,  the  As  wins,  Mitra,  Varuna, 
the  gods,  with  all  their  attendants,  sit  down  upon  this 
grass. 


1 Sama-Veda,  ii.  871.  Yajvr-Veda,  17.  8. 

2 Sdma-Veda,  ri.  872,  873. 


Varga  XIX. 


V arga  X X . 
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Su'kta  XIII.  (XXVII.) 

The  deity  as  before,  but  in  the  sixth  stanza  Indra  is  associated 
with  Agni  ; the  Rishis  are  three  Rajas , Tryaruna  the  son 
of  Trivrishna,  Trasadasyu  the  son  of  Purukutsa,  and 
Aswamedha  the  son  of  Bharata  ; 1 or  Atri  alone  may  be 
the  Rishi:2  the  metre  of  the  three  first  stanzas  is  Trishtubh, 
of  the  last  three  Anushtubh. 

Varga  xxi,  l.  Agni,  who  art  the  protector  of  the  good,  most 
wise,  powerful,  and  opulent;  Tryaruna  the  son  of 
Trivrishna  has  become  renowned,  VaisyvAnara,  in 
that  he  has  bestowed  upon  me  a pair  of  cattle  with  a 
waggon,  and  with  ten  thousands  of  treasure. 

2.  Agni,  VaiswAnara,  who  art  deservedly  praised 
and  exalted  (by  us),  bestow  happiness  upon  Tryaruna, 
who  gives  me  hundreds  (of  Suvarnas ),3  twenty  cattle, 
and  a pair  of  burden-bearing  horses. 

3.  As  Tryaruna,  pleased  by  the  eulogies  of  me 
who  have  many  children,  presses  with  earnest  (mind, 


1 Of  these  princes  we  have  yet  met  only  with  the  second, 
vol.  I.  p.292:  in  the  Vishnu  Parana  a Trayyavuna  occurs, 
(p.  371),  but  he  is  the  son  of  Tridhanwan , and  the  seventh  in 
descent  from  Trasadasyu,  with  whom,  therefore,  he  could  not 
be  contemporary  ; so  that  either  the  Veda  or  the  Purana  is 
wrong:  the  latter  enumerates  a Trayyaruna  among  the  Vydsas, 
p.  273 : no  other  authority  gives  Bharata  a son  named  As- 
wamedha. 

2 For  in  fact  the  Rdjds  are  rather  the  Devatd «,  they  do  not 
commemorate  their  own  donations  : it  is  Atri , or  some  member 
of  his  family,  who  speaks. 

3 The  text  has  only  satani , the  hundreds  : the  scholiast  adds 
suvarndndim  of  suvarnas:  it  is  not  impossible,  however,  that 
pieces  of  money  are  intended;  for  if  we  may  trust  Arrian,  the 
Hindus  had  coined  money  before  Alexander:  the  people  of 
Sambas,  llaja  of  Sindomana,  present  him  with  told  money, 
Xprj/jara  avapiOjxtjaav. 
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gifts  upon  me),  so  does  Trasadasyu,  desirous,  Agni, 
of  thy  valued  favour  through  thine  exceeding  praise. 

4.  When  Aswamedha  gives  to  him  who  solicits  of 
him  as  a benefactor,  saying  (bestow  wealth)  upon  me, 
and  comes  (to  him)  with  a verse  (in  thy  praise),  do 
thou,  Agni,  grant  intelligence  to  (the  Raja)  who 
wishes  to  offer  sacrifice  (to  thee). 

5.  Whose  hundred  robust  oxen  yield  me  delight, 
as  the  triple-mixed  Soma,x  the  offering  of  Aswamedha 
(gratifies  thee). 

6.  Indra  and  Agni,  bestow  upon  the  munificent 
Aswamedha  infinite  wealth  with  excellent  posterity, 
undecaying  as  the  sun  in  heaven. 

Sukta  XIV.  (XXVIII.) 

The  deity  as  before;  the  Ilishi  is  Viswavara,  a lady  of  the 
family  of  Atri  : the  metre  of  the  first  and  third  stanzas  is 
Trishtubhj  of  the  second  Jagati,  of  the  fourtli  Anushtubh, 
and  of  the  two  last  GayatA. 

1 . Agni,  when  kindled,  spreads  lustre  through  the 
firmament,  and  shines  widely  in  the  presence  of  the 
dawn;  ViswavarA,  facing  the  east, .glorifying  the  gods 
with  praises,  and  bearing  the  ladle  with  the  oblation,1 2 
proceeds  (to  the  sacred  fire). 


1 Mixed  with  curds,  milk,  and  parched  grain. 

2 Havishd  ghritdcln  is  explained  by  the  scholist  puroddsddi- 
lakshanena  yuktayd  ghritachya  sruchd  sahitd,  with  the  ladle  of 
glri  connected  with  the  cakes  and  other  articles  of  the  oblation  : 
the  whole  passage  is  remarkable,  whether  this  explanation  be 
admitted  or  not,  as  it  leaves  no  doubt  that  a female  is  described 
as  discharging  the  offices  of  a priest  worshipping  the  gods  at 
dawn  with  hymns  and  oblations  : besides  Viswavara  being  femi- 
nine, the  epithets  pracfn  ildna  ghritdcfu  are  of  the  same  gender  : 
the  term  is  explained  the  repeller  of  all  enemies  of  the  nature  of 
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2.  "When  about  to  be  kindled,  Agni,  thou  rulest 
over  ambrosial  (water) : thou  art  present  with  the 
offerer  of  the  oblation  for  his  welfare : he  to  whom 
thou  repairest  acquires  universal  wealth;  he  places 
before  thee,  Agni,  the  dues  of  hospitality. 

3.  Repress,  Agni,  (our  foes  to  ensure  our)  exceed- 
ing prosperity:  may  thy  riches  ever  be  excellent: 
preserve  in  concord  the  relation  of  man  and  wife,* 1  and 
overpower  the  energies  of  the  hostile. 

4.  I praise  the  glory,  Agni,  of  thee  when  kindled 
and  blazing  fiercely : thou  art  the  affluent  showerer 
(of  benefits),  thou  art  fitly  lighted  at  sacrifices. 

5.  Agni,  who  art  kindled  and  invoked,  worship 
the  gods  at  the  holy  rite,  for  thou  art  the  bearer  of  the 
oblation. 

0.  Offer  worship  and  adoration  to  Agni  when  the 
sacrifice  is  solemnized : select  the  bearer  of  the  obla- 
tion to  the  gods.2 

S6kta  XV.  (XXIX.) 

The  deity  is  Inbra,  but  one  hemistich  may  be  assigned  to 

Usanas;  the  Rishi  is  Gaurivi'ti,  of  the  race  of  Sakti  ; the 

metre  is  Trisktubh. ' 

1 . In  the  adoration  of  the  gods  by  Manu  there  are 


sin,  mrvam  api  pdparupam  mtrum  varayitri : we  have  no  • 
further  clue  to  her  history  than  that  she  is  an  Atreyi , of  the  race 
of  Atri. 

1 Sam  jdspafyam  suyamam  kurushva,  make  perfect  the  well- 
connected  duty  of  wife  and  husband,  an  appropriate  prayer  for 
a female,  Yajur-Veda,  33.  12. 

2 According  to  the  Taittiriya , there  are  three  kinds  of  sacri- 
ficial fire  : the  havyavdhana , which  receives  the  oblation  in- 
tended for  the  gods ; the  havyavdhana , that  intended  for  the 
Pitris;  and  the  Saharahshas,  that  intended  for  the  Arnras : the 
worshipper  is  therefore  directed  on  this  occasion  to  select  the 
first. 
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three  effulgences,  and  they,  (the  Maruts),  uphold 
three  luminaries1  in  heaven:  the  Maruts  of  pure 
energy  worship  thee,  for  thou,  Indra,  art  their  in- 
telligent Rishi. 

2.  When  the  Maruts  worship  Indra,  exulting  and 
drinking  of  the  effused  libation,  he  grasps  the 
thunderbolt  wherewith  he  destroys  Ahi,  and  sets  the 
abundant  waters  free  to  flow. 

3.  Or,  mighty  Maruts,  and  thou  also,  Indra,  drink 
of  this  my  copiously-effused  libation : then  the  offered 
libation  obtains  cattle  for  the  offerer,2  and  Indra, 
drinking  of  it,  kills  Am. 

4.  Thereupon  he  fixed  firmly  heaven  and  earth, 
and,  resolutely  advancing,  filled  (Vritra),  like  a deer, 
with  terror : stripping  off  his  covering,  Indra  slew  the 
DAnava,  endeavouring  to  hide,  and  panting  with 
affright. 

5.  Then,  for  this  exploit,  all  the  gods  gave  thee, 
Maghavan,  in  succession,  the  Soma  beverage ; whence 
thou  hast  retarded,  for  the  sake  of  Etasa,  the  ad- 
vancing horses  of  the  sun. 

0.  Whereupon  Maghavan  has  destroyed  with  his 
thunderbolt  at  once  his  (SambarA’s)  ninety  and  nine 
cities:3  the  Maruts  glorifying  Indra  in  a common 


1 The  sun,  the  wind,  and  fire : the  same  are  probably  intended 
by  the  similar  phrase  preceding  tryaryamd-trini  aryamdni- 
teidmi,  according  to  Sdyana. 

2 Manushe  gd  avindat,  yajamanaya  vedayati  gd,  may  also 
mean  rain,  dhenur-vr ish t i lakshdndni  udakdniva. 

3 The  text  has  bhogan , meaning,  according  to  Sdyana , cities, 
when  the  acute  accent  is  on  the  last  vowel,  bhogan  ityanto- 
dattah  puravachanah. 

u 2 
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dwelling  with  the  Trishtubk  hymn,  he  destroyed  the 
bright  (city  of  the  Asnra), 

7.  To  aid  (the  undertaking  of)  his  friend,  Agni, 
the  friend  (of  Indra),  has  quickly  consumed1  three 
hundred  buffaloes;  and  Indra,  for  the  destruction  of 
Vritra,  has  at  once  quaffed  three  vessels  of  Soma , 
offered  by  Manu. 

8.  When  thou  liadst  eaten  the  flesh  of  the  three 
hundred  buffaloes,  when  thou  who  art  Maghavax 
hadst  drunk  the  three  vessels  of  Soma , when  he  had 
slain  Am,2  then  all  the  gods  summoned  Indra,  full  of 
food,  as  if  he  had  been  a servant,  to  the  battle. 

9.  When,  Indra,  thou  and  Usanas,  with  vigorous 

and  rapid  coursers  went  to  the  dwelling  of  Kutsa, 

then,  destroying  his  foes,  you  went  in  one  chariot 

with  Kutsa  and  the  gods,  and  verily  thou  hast  slain 

Sushna. 

• • 

10.  Thou  hast  formerly  detached  one  'wheel  (of  the 
car)  of  Surya:  another  thou  hast  given  to  Kutsa 
wherewith  to  acquire  wealth : with  the  thunderbolt  thou 
hast  confounded  the  voiceless  Dasyus ,3  thou  hast  de- 
stroyed in  battle  the  speech-bereft  (foes). 

1 Apachat , has  roasted  or  digested  : we  have  here  a sort  of 
hecatomb. 

2 Or  perhaps  yad  ahim  jaghaha  might  be  rendered,  that  he 
should  kill  Alii. 

3 A ndso  dasyun  amrinah  : avdsa , Sdyana  says,  means  asya- 
rahitan , devoid  or  deprived  of  words,  dsyat  face  or  mouth, 
being  put  by  metonymy  for  sabdu,  the  sound  that  comes  from 
the  mouth,  articulate  speech,  alluding  possibly  to  the  unculti- 
vated dialects  of  the  barbarous  tribes,  barbarism  and  uncultivated 
speech  being  identical,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Hindus,  as  in  the 
familiar  term  for  a barbarian,  mlechchhaf  wdiich  is  derived  from 
the  root  mh’chchh , to  speak  rudely  : Professor  Muller,  Universal 
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11.  May  the  praises  of  GaurivIti  exalt  thee:  thou 
hast  humbled  Pipru  for  the  son  of  Vidathin:  Kijis- 
wan,  preparing  dressed  viands,  has,  through  thy 
friendship,  brought  thee  (to  his  presence),  and  thou 
hast  drunk  of  his  libation. 

12.  The  observers  of  the  nine  months  celebration, 
those  of  the  ten  months,  pouring  out  libations,  wor- 
ship Indr  A with  hymns : the  leaders  (of  rites),  glori- 
fying him,  have  set  open  the  cave  (concealing  the 
cattle). 

13.  Although,  knowing  the  heroic  acts  which,  Mag- 
havan,  thou  hast  performed,  how  may  I adequately 
offer  thee  adoration:  most  mighty  Indra,  we  ever 
celebrate  at  sacred  rites  the  recent  exploits  which 
thou  hast  achieved. 

14.  Unmatched  (by  any),  thou  hast  done,  Indra,  all 
these  many  (deeds)  by  thine  innate  energy : wielderof 
the  thunderbolt,  whatever  thou,  the  humbler  of  (foes) 
hast  undertaken,  there  is  no  one  the  arrester  of  this 
thy  prowess. 

15.  Most  mighty  Indra,  be  pleased  to  accept  the 
prayers  which  we  are  about  to  offer,  and  the  present 
praises  which  we  repeat : firm,  doing  pious  acts,  and 
desirous  of  wealth,  I have  fabricated  acceptable  and 
pious  works  like  (rich)  garments,  and  like  a chariot.1 

History  of  Man,  i.  34G,  referring  to  this  text,  proposes  to  sepa- 
rate anasa  into  a , non,  nasn,  the  nose,  noseless,  alluding  to  that 
feature  in  the  aborigines,  as  contrasted  with  the  more  prominent 
* nose  of  the  drya  race:  the  proposal  is  ingenious,  but  it  seems 
more  likely  that  Sdyana  is  right,  as  we  have  the  Dasyus  pre- 
sently called  also  mridhravdehas,  hinsitavdgindi'iydn , having 
defective  organs  of  speech. 

1 Praises  and  hymns,  the  scholiast  says,  are  compared  to 
garments,  as  being  fit  to  be  received  as  a respect ful  present,  upa 
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Sukta  XVI.  (XXX.) 

The  deity  as  before,  or  it  may  be  the  Raja  Rinanchaya,  who 

is  occasionally  praised;  the  Rishi  is  Babhiiu;  the  metre 

Trishtubh. 

1.  Where  is  that  hero?  who  lias  seen  Indra  seated 
in  his  easy  chariot,  travelling  with  his  horses,  the 
thunderer,  the  invoked  of  many,  who,  desirous  of  the 
libation,  is  proceeding  with  riches  to  the  habitation 
(of  his  worshipper)  for  his  preservation? 

2.  I have  looked  down  upon  the  secret  and  fearful 
place  of  his  abiding ; I have  repaired,  desiring  him, 
(to  the  place  of)  the  self-sustainer ; I have  inquired 
(of  him)  from  others:  they,  the  leaders  (of  rites),  the 
searchers  after  wisdom,  have  said  to  me,  let  us  have 
recourse  to  Indra. 

3.  When  the  libation  is  offered,  Indra,  we  cele- 
brate thy  exploits;  those  (exploits)  which  thou  hast 
been  pleased  (to  achieve)  for  us:  let  him  who  is 
ignorant  acquire  knowledge  (of  them);  let  him  who  is 
acquainted  (with  them)  make  them  known:  this 
Magiiavan  (is)  the  lord  of  hosts. 

4.  As  soon  as  generated,  Indra,  thou  hast  made 
thy  mind  resolved : thou  hast  gone  alone  to  contend 
against  numerous  (foes)  : thou  hast  rent  asunder  the 
rock  by  thy  strength : thou  hast  rescued  the  herd  of 
milk-yielding  kine. 

5.  When  thou  hast  been  born  most  excellent  and 
supreme,  bearing  a name  widely  renowned,  then  the 
gods  have  been  in  dread  of  Indra,  and  he  has  sub- 

sanharavadyrahydni : if  correct,  this  shews  the  custom  of 
presenting  honorary  dresses  to  be  of  Indian  origin  and  con- 
siderable antiquity  : the  same  are  compared  to  a chariot,  as  the 
means  of  conveying  Indra  and  the  gods  to  sacrifices. 
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jugajted  all  the  waters,  the  brides  of  the  slave  (Vritra). 

6.  These  devoted  Maruts1  eulogise  thee  with  pious 
praise,  and  pour  out  to  thee  the  sacrificial  food:  Indra 
has  overcome  by  his  devices  the  guileful  Ahi,  harassing 
the  gods  and  arresting  the  waters. 

7.  Maghavan,  who  art  glorified  by  us,  assailing 
with  the  thunderbolt  the  antagonist  (of  the  gods), 
thou  hast  slain  those  who  were  ever  hostile  (to  thee) 
from  thy  birth : desiring  to  do  good  to  Manu,2  thou 
hast  bruised  the  head  of  the  slave  Namuchi. 

8.  Verily  thou  hast  made  me,  Indra,  thy  associate 
when  grinding  the  head  of  the  slave  Namuchi  like  a 
sounding  and  rolling  cloud:3  and  the  heaven  and 
earth  (have  been  caused)  by  the  Maruts  (to  revolve 
like  a wheel). 

9.  The  slave  (Namuchi)  made  women  his  weapons: 
what  will  his  female  hosts  do  unto  me?4  the  two  his 
best  beloved,  (Indra)  confined  in  the  inner  apart- 
ments, and  then  went  forth  to  combat  against  the 
Dasyu .5 


1 Or  Maruts  may  here  signify  praisers,  worshippers,  slutarah. 

2 Manure  gdtum  ichchhan  : gdtum  is  explained  suit  ham , but 

the  scholiast  identifies  Manu  with  the  Rishi  of  the  Sukta , 

• * 

namuchind  apahritagodhandya  mahyam , to  me  whose  wealth 
of  cattle  has  been  carried  off  by  Namuchi , an  Asura  who  has 
been  before  named. 

3 Asmdnam  chit  swaryam  vartlamanam : Sdyana  renders 
the  two  first  megham  ivaf  like  a cloud. 

4 Indra  is  supposed  to  say  this. 

5 These  legends  are  apparently  Vaidikf  except  the  decapita- 
tion of  Namuchi  by  Indra , which  is  related  in  the  Gadd  section 
of  the  Salya  Parva  of  the  Mahabhdrata , where  it  is  related 
that  Namuchiy  through  fear  of  Indraf  took  refuge  in  the  solar 
rays : Indra  promised  that  he  would  not  harm  him  if  he  came 
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10.  When  the  cows  were  separated  from  their 
calves,  they  wandered  about  hither  and  thither:  but 
when  the  well-offered  libations  had  exhilarated  him, 
then  Indra,  with  his  vigorous  ( Maruts ),  reunited 
them  (with  their  calves). 

11.  When  the  libations  effused  by  Babhru  had  ex- 
hilarated him,  the  showerer  (of  benefits)  shouted 
aloud  in  the  combats : Indra,  the  destroyer  of  cities, 
quaffing  (the  Soma),  restored  to  him  his  milk-yielding 
cattle. 

12.  The  Rusamas 1 giving  me  four  thousand  cows, 

Agni,* 1 2  have  done  well : we  have  accepted  the  wealth, 

the  donation  of  the  leader  of  leaders  Rinanchaya. 

• • 

13.  The  Rusamas , Agni,  have  presented  to  me  a 
beautiful  abode,  with  thousands  of  cattle:  the  sharp 
libations  have  exhilarated  Indra  upon  the  breaking 
up  of  the  (gloom-)investing  night. 

14.  The  (gloom-)investing  night  has  dispersed 
with  the  dawn  (upon  the  appearance  of)  Rinanchaya, 
the  Raja  of  the  Rusamas : Babhru  being  summoned, 
going  like  a fleet  courser,  has  received  the  four  thou- 
sand (cattle). 

15.  We  have  accepted,  Agni,  the  four  thousand 
cattle  from  the  Rusamas : and  the  glowing,  the  golden 


forth,  but  broke  his  promise,  and,  on  Namuchi's  issuing  forth, 
cut  off  his  head  : by  this  he  incurred  the  guilt  of  Brahmanicide, 
for  Namuchi , it  is  said,  was  a Brahman,  but  Indra  was  taught 
expiation  of  his  sin  by  Brahma. 

1 The  Rusamas,  according  to  Sdyuna , are  the  people  of  a 
country  of  the  same  name,  the  principality  of  Rinanchaya. 

2 In  this,  the  next,  and  the  last  stanza,  Agni  appears  as  the 
devoid , although  not  so  specified  by  the  index. 
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ewer  prepared  for  the  solemnity,1  we  who  are  wise 
have  accepted  it. 

S6kta  XVII.  (XXXI.) 

The  deity  is  Indra  ; the  Rishi  is  Avasyu,  of  the  race  of  Atri; 

the  metre  is  Trishtubh. 

1.  Indra,  the  possessor  of  opulence,  directs  down- 
wards the  car  over  which,  intended  (to  receive  sacri- 
ficial) viands,  he  presides:  he  proceeds  unimpeded, 
the  first  of  the  gods,  driving  (his  enemies  before  him), 
as  a herdsman  drives  the  herds  of  cattle. 

2.  Hasten  to  us,  lord  of  horses : be  not  indifferent 
to  us : distributor  of  manifold  wealth,  befriend  us ; for 
there  is  nothing  else  that  is  better,  Indra,  than  thou : 
thou  hast  given  wives  to  those  who  were  without 
women.2 

3.  When  the  light  (of  the  sun)  overpowers  the 
light  (of  the  dawn)  Indra  grants  all  (sorts  of)  wealth 
(to  the  worshipper) : he  has  liberated  the  milch-kine 
from  the  interior  of  the  obstructing  (mountain) ; he 
dissipates  the  enveloping  darkness  with  light. 


1 Gharmas-chit  taptah  pravrije  ya  dsid  ayasmayah  : accord- 
ing to  the  commentator,  ay  as  may  a,  properly,  made  of  iron, 
is  here,  made  of  gold,  hiranyamaya , kalasa , a ewer : gharmas - 
chit  he  explains  mahdvira  iva}  that  is,  like  the  ewer,  or  vessel 
so  termed,  containing  a mixture  of  Soma , melted  butter  and 
milk,  perhaps  put  upon  the  fire,  as  by  a text  cited  in  the  note  of 
Sdyana  on  v.  7.  of  Sukta  XLiu.yad  gkra  ityatapat  tad  gliar- 
maxya  gharmatwam  iti  sruti  j see  also  Sukta  xix.  1 j pravrije 
for  the  pravargya  ceremony. 

2 A menan-sch  ij-j  a n ivatas-cha  kart  ha:  mend  is  here  used  in 
the  sense  of  strf,  woman  in  general,  and  janif  as  usual,  in  that 
of  wife:  the  commentator  explains  it  apagatastrihdnscku  jdyd~ 
vat  a karoshi , thou  makest  sundry  persons,  from  whom  women 
are  separated,  possessed  of  wives. 
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3.  The  Ribiius1  have  fabricated  thy  car,  Indra, 
the  invoked  of  many,  adapted  to  its  horses : Twashtri 
(has  made)  thy  radiant  thunderbolt:  the  venerable 
(. Angirasas ),2  praising  Indra  with  hymns,  have  given 
him  vigour  for  the  destruction  of  Ahi. 

5.  When  the  Maruts , the  showerers  (of  benefits), 
glorify  thee,  Indra,  the  showerer  (of  desires),  with 
praises,  and  the  exulting  stones  delight  (to  bruise  the 
Soma),  then,  without  horses,  without  chariots,  they,’ 
the  purifying  (Maruts),  dispatched  by  Indra,  have 
overcome  the  Dasyus . 

6.  I celebrate,  Maghavan,  thine  ancient  exploits, 

i 

and  those  which  thou  hast  newly  achieved : wielder  of 
the  thunderbolt,  subjugating  both  heaven  and  earth, 
thou  hast  distributed  the  wonderfully  bountiful  waters 
to  man. 

7.  Handsome  and  sagacious  Indra,  this  is  thy 
deed,  that,  slaying  Ahi,  thou  hast  here  displayed  thy 
vigour:  thou  hast  arrested  the  devices  of  Susiina3 
urging  the  combat:  thou  hast  overcome  the  Dasyus. 

8.  Thou,  Indra,  (abiding  on  the  further  bank), 
hast  rendered  the  fertilizing  waters  agreeable  to 
Yadu  and  Turvasu:  you  two,  (Indra  and  Kutsa), 
have  assailed  the  fierce  (Sushna),  and,  (having  slain 
him),  thou  hast  conveyed  Kutsa  (to  his  dwelling),  and 

— ..v,  . — — ■ — 

1 The  text  has  anavah,  which  the  scholiast  explains  manu - 
shy  ah,  and  applies  to  Ribhavah. 

2 Brahmanah  : Brahmans  is  the  expression  of  the  text,  ex- 
plained by  the  scholiast  angirasah : the  verse  occurs,  with  the 
hemistichs  transposed,  Sama-Veda,  i.  430,  440. 

3 Sushnasya  chit  pari  mdydh  agribhnah : Sayana  explains 
rnaydh  by  yuvatih , young  damsels,  thou  hast  seized  upon,  or 
carried  off,  the  young  women  of  Sushna. 
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Usmas  and  the  gods  have  therefore  honoured  you 
both. 

9.  May  your  steeds  bring  you  both,  Indra  and 
Kutsa,  riding  in  one  chariot,  to  the  worshipper:1  you 
have  expelled  him  (Sushna)  from  the  waters,  from 
his  proper  abode:  you  have  driven  the  glooms  (of 
ignorance)  from  the  heart  of  the  affluent  (adorer). 

10.  The  sage  Avasyu  has  obtained  docile  horses, 
endowed  (with  the  speed)  of  the  wind:  all  thine 
adorers,  Indra,  in  this  world,  thy  friends,  augment 
thy  vigour  by  their  praises. 

11.  He,  (Indra),  has  formerly  arrested  in  battle  the  Varga  xxxi. 
rapid  chariot  of  the  sun : Etasa  has  borne  away  the 

wheel,2  and  (with  it  Indra)  demolishes  (his  foes) : 
may  he,  giving  us  precedence,  be  propitiated  by  our 
rite. 

12.  Indra,  oh  people,  has  come  to  see  you,  wishing 
to  behold  his  friend  the  offerer  of  the  libation : let 
the  creaking  stones,  for  whose  rotation  the  priests 
hasten,  supply  the  altar. 

13.  Immortal  (Indra),  let  not  the  mortals  who 
are  wishing,  anxiously  wishing  for  thee,  fall  into  sin : 
be  indeed  pleased  with  the  sacrificers,  and  grant 
vigour  to  those  men  amongst  whom  may  we  be  (espe- 
cially) thine. 

S6kta  XVIII.  (XXXII.) 

The  deity  is  the  same  ; the  Rislii  is  Gatu  ; the  metre  Trishtubh. 

1.  Thou,  Indra,  hast  rent  the  cloud  asunder,  thou  xxxu 

1 Karne  va/iantu : harna  is  explained  stutri,  praiser,  stotrdni 
karoti,  or  yajamana , the  institutor  or  maker  of  the  rite. 

2 Iiharachchakram  Etasah : according  to  the  comment, 

Etasah  is  put  for  Etasaya,  he,  Indray  has  taken  the  wheel  for 
Etasa : see  vol.  i.  p.  329. 
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hast  set  open  the  flood-gates,1  thou  hast  liberated* the 
obstructed  streams,  thou  hast  opened  the  vast  cloud, 
and  hast  given  vent  to  the  showers,  haviug  slain  the 
Danava2 

2.  Thou,  thunderer,  (hast  set  free)  the  obstructed 
clouds  in  their  seasons;  thou  hast  invigorated  the 
strength  of  the  cloud:  fierce  Indra,  destroying  the 
mighty  Ahi  when  slumbering  (in  the  waters),  thou 
hast  established  the  reputation  of  thy  prowess. 

3.  Indra,  by  his  prowess,  has  annihilated  the 
weapon  of  that  mighty  beast,  from  whom  another 
more  powerful,  conceiving  himself  one  and  unmatched, 
was  generated.3 

4.  The  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  the  render  of  the 
rain-cloud,  has  destroyed  with  his  bolt  the  mighty 
Susiina,  the  wrath-born  (son)  of  the  Danava , the 
walker  in  darkness,  the  protector  of  the  showering 
cloud,4  exhilarating  himself  with  the  food  of  these 
(living  creatures). 

5.  Thou  hast  discovered,  Indra,  by  his  acts,  the 
secret  vital  part  of  him  who  thought  himself  invul- 
nerable, when,  powerful  Indra,  in  the  exhilaration  of 
the  Soma , thou  hast  detected  him  preparing  for 
combat  in  his  dark  abode. 

1 Khdniy  the  holes  or  interstices  of  the  clouds. 

2 Sajna-Veda,  i.  315. 

3 From  the  body  of  Vritra,  it  is  said,  sprang  the  more  power- 
ful asura,  Sushna,  that  is,  allegorically,  the  exhaustion  of  the 
clouds  was  followed  by  a drought,  which  Indra , or  the  atmo- 
sphere, had  then  to  remedy. 

4 Miho-napatam , meghasya  rahshitdram  : napat , here  mean- 
ing pdtri , a protector,  a preserver,  as  in  the  Brdhwana  cited  by 
the  scholiast,  prdno  vai  tanunapat  sa  hi  tanvah  pdti : vital  air 
is  called  the  body-preserver,  for  it  preserves  the  limbs. 
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6.  Indr  a,  the  showerer  (of  benefits)  exhilarated  by 
the  effused  juices,  uplifting  (his  thunderbolt),  has 
slain  him  enjoying  the  dews  of  the  firmament,  sleeping 
(amidst  the  waters),  and  thriving  in  sunless  darkness. 

7.  When  Indra  raised  his  powerful  irresisitble 
weapon  against  the  mighty  Danava , when  he  struck 
him  with  the  blow  of  the  thunderbolt,  he  made  him 
the  lowest  of  all  creatures. 

8.  The  fierce  Indra  seized  upon  him,  that  vast 
moving  (Vritra),  when  slumbering,  (after)  having 
drunk  the  Soma,  subduing  (his  foes),  and  enveloping 
(the  world),  and  then  slew  him  with  his  great  weapon 
in  battle,  footless,  measureless,  speechless.1 

9.  Who  may  resist  the  withering  might  of  that 
Indra  : he,  single  and  irresistible,  carries  off  the  riches 
(of  the  enemy) : these  two  divine  (beings,  heaven  and 
earth),  proceed  swiftly  through  fear  of  the  strength 
of  the  quick-moving  Indra. 

10.  The  divine,  self-sustaining  (heaven)  comes  to 
him;  the  moving  (earth),  like  a loving  (wife),  re- 
signs herself  to  Indra  : when  he  shares  all  his  vigour 
with  these  (his  people),  then,  in  due  succession,  men 
offer  reverence  to  the  potent  Indra. 

11.  Verily  I hear  of  thee  as  chief  amongst  men, 
the  protector  of  the  good,  friendly  to  the  five  classes 
of  beings,  the  begotten,  the  renowned ; may  my  (pro- 
geny), representing  (their  wishes),  and  uttering  his 
praises  night  and  day,  propitiate  the  glorified  Indra. 

12.  I hear  of  thee  influencing  (creatures)  according 


Varpa 

XXXIII. 


1 Apadam  amatram  in r i dh ra vdch a m : here  amatram  is  said 
to  signify  amatram , aparimanam , without  measure,  or,  perhaps, 


bulk. 
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Varga  I. 

/ 
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to  the  season,  and  giving  riches  to  the  pious;  but 
what  do  thy  devoted  friends  (obtain),  who  have  en- 
trusted their  desires,  Indra,  to  thee. 


SECOND  ADHYAYA. 


MANDALA  V.  ( continued ). 


ANUVAKA  III. 

S6kta  I.  (XXXIII.) 

The  deity  is  Indra  ; the  Jiishi  is  Samvarana,  the  son  of  Pra- 
japati;  the  metre  is  Trishtubh. 

1.  Feeble  as  I am,  I offer  praise  to  the  great  and 
vigorous  Indra,  for  this  purpose,  (that  he  may  grant) 
strength  to  (our)  people : he  who,  associated  with  the 
Maruts,1  shews  favour  to  this  person  when  praised  for 
the  sake  of  sustenance. 

2.  Thou,  Indra,  meditating  upon  us,  fastenest  the 
traces  of  thy  horses,  (incited),  showerer  (of  benefits), 
by  those  praises  in  which  thou  takest  suitable  delight, 
and  do  thou  therefore  overcome  (for  us)  hostile  men. 

3.  Since,  mighty  Indra,  those  who,  differing  from 
us,  and  not  united  with  thee  through  their  lack  of 
devotion,  are  not  thine;  therefore,  divine  holder  of 
the  thunderbolt,  who  art  possessed  of  excellent  horses, 


1 Sainarya,  as  an  epithet  of  Indra,  is  of  somewhat  doubtful 
meaning:  Sdyana  gives  three  explanations,  martyaih,  stotri- 
bhih , sahitah , together  with  mortals,  that  is,  with  worshippers, 
yuddhainarfah'-marudddibhihy  with  the  Maruts  and  other 
combatants,  or  samara-arhah y fit  for  or  suited  to  war. 
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ascend  the  car,  whose  reins  thou  guidest,  (to  come  to 
our  sacrifice).1 

4.  Inasmuch,  Indra,  as  many  praises  are  thine, 
therefore,  combating  for  the  sake  of  (shedding)  water 
on  fertile  (lands),  thou  hast  effected  (the  discomfiture 
of  its  obstructors);  thou,  who  art  the  showerer  (of 
benefits),  hast,  on  behalf  of  the  sun,  destroyed  in  his 
own  dwelling  the  very  name  of  (the  asura),  DXsa,  in 
battle. 

5.  We,  Indra,  are  thine,  and  thine  are  they  who 
are  the  leaders  (of  rites),  promoters  of  (thy)  strength, 
and  willing  applicants  (to  thee) : all-powerful  Indra,2 
may  adherents  worthy  of  commendation,  and  faithful, 
come  to  us,  like  Biiaga,  in  battles.3 

6.  Glorious,  Indra,  is  thy  strength,  exulting,4  im-  varga  n. 
mortal,  and  clothing  (the  world  with  light) : do  thou 


1 This  verse  occurs  in  the  Yajush  10.  22,  with  some  variety 
of  reading,  chiefly  in  the  first  hemistich,  as  md  ta  Indra  tc 
vayarn  Turashdd  ayuhtdso  abrahmatd  vidasdma , which  Main - 
dhara  interprets,  Indra  Turdskdt,  may  we  who  are  thine,  may 
we,  unattached  (to  thy  car),  never  perish,  like  that  which  is  not 
of  the  nature  of  spiritual  existence  : in  the  second  line  we  have 
rasmin  swosudn,  reins  with  good  horses,  instead  of  rasmin 
yamase  siraswas. 

2 Ahisushma,  a rather  unusual  epithet  of  Indra  : the  scholiast 
explains  it,  sarvato  vydptabala , of  all  pervading  strength. 

3 Satu'd  Shago  na  havyah  prabhritheshu  chdrtih  may  be  ex- 
plained differently,  as  prabhritha  signifies  war  or  sacrifice  : may 
a faithful  follower  orally,  safud-bhrityddih,  come,  like  Bhagaf 
as  an  associate,  chant  sunganld , to  be  commended,  havya,  in 
sacrifices,  or  defied,  pratibhatairdhvdtavyat  in  battles  : as  the 
divine  Bhaga  comesas  our  ally,  so  may  followers  and  others 
come. 

4 Nritamdna  is,  literally  dancing,  nrityan . 
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give  us  riches,  and  brilliant  wealth,1  and  I will  greatly 
praise  the  munificence  of  the  opulent  lord. 

7.  Hero,  In  dr  A,  with  thy  protection  defend  us, 
praising  and  worshipping  (thee),  and  be  propitiated 
(by  drinking)  of  the  well-effused  and  agreeable  Soma- 
juice  that  yields  (a  defensive)  covering  in  combat. 

8.  May  those  ten  bright  horses,  the  gift  to  me  of 
the  pious  gold-possessing  Trasadasyu,  the  son  of  Puru- 
kutsa,  of  the  race  of  Girikshita,  convey  me  (to  the 
sacrifice),  and  may  I proceed  quickly  with  the  rites. 

9.  Or  may  those  bay,  well-actioned  horses,  the 
donation  of  Vidatha,  the  son  of  Marutaswa,2  (convey 
me);  or  (may)  the  thousands  (of  treasure)  which  he 
was  bestowing  upon  and  giving  to  me,3  entitled  to 
respect,  and  the  ornaments  which  he  presented  (to 
decorate)  the  person,  (contribute  to  the  ceremony). 

10.  Or  may  the  bright  and  active  steeds  bestowed 
upon  me  by  Dhwanya,  the  son  of  Laksumana4  (bear 
me) : the  riches,  endowed  with  greatness,  that  have 
been  presented,  have  passed  (to  the  dwelling)  of  the 
Rishi  Samvarana,  like  cows  to  their  stalls. 

Sukta  II.  (XXXIV.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before  ; the  metre  is  Jagati , except  in 
the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Trishtubh. 

v 1.  The  undecaying,  heaven-conferring,  unlimited 

1 Enim  rayim  is,  literally,  white  riches : quere,  if  silver 
money  be  intended. 

2 We  have  had  Vidathin  before,  Sukta  xxix.  verse  11,  the  fa- 
ther of  Rijiswan : these  names  are  not  found  in  the  principal 
Puranas. 

3 Chyavatana  daddna , causing  to  alight  upon,  giving. 

4 We  have  here,  also,  an  unusual  name  in  Dhwanya,  and  Lah- 
shmana  must  be  a different  person  from  the  brother  of  Rama. 
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(sacrificial)  food,  goes  to  the  tamer  (of  enemies),  whose 
adversaries  are  unborn:  therefore  (priests)  pour  out 
(the  libation),  dress  (the  cakes  and  butter),  diligently 
discharge  (your  offices)  to  him  who  is  the  accepter  of 
prayer,  who  is  glorified  by  many. 

2.  Maghavan,  who  fills  his  belly  with  the  Soma , 
is  exhilarated  (by  drinking)  of  the  sweet-savoured 
beverage,  whereupon  he  has  lifted  up  his  destructive 
thousand-edged 1 weapon,  desiring  to  slay  (the  Asura) 
Mriga. 

3.  He  who  pours  out  the  libation  to  that  Indra,  by 
day  or  by  night,  undoubtedly  becomes  illustrious: 
Sakra  disregards  the  man  who  is  proud  of  his  de- 
scendants and  vain  of  his  person,2  and  who,  though 
wealth v,  is  the  friend  of  the  base. 

4.  Sakra  does  not  turn  away3  from  him  whose 

father,  whose  mother,  whose  brother  he  has  slain,4  but 

* 

1 Sahasra  bhrishtim , the  scholiast  interprets  aparimita  tejas, 
of  unbounded  lustre. 

2 Tatanushtim,  tanusubhram,  are  explained,  he  who  desires, 
(vashti)  an  extended  ( tata ) race  ( santatim ) and  he  whose  person 
(tanu)  is  decorated  ( si/bhra ) with  ornaments,  and  in  both  imply- 
ing sicaposhakam  ayajvanam,  a self-cherisher  not  offering 
sacrifice. 

3 Na  ata  ishate , he  does  not  fear,  or  does  not  go  up,  or  from 
hence  : na  bibheti  na  yttchchhati  va  is  the  explanation  of  the 
scholiast. 

4 Avadhtt  has  no  other  nominative  than  Sakra.  but  in  the 
sec  ond  line  we  have  na  kilvishdd  ishate , he,  Indra , does  not  go 
from  sin,  sin  being  put  for  sinner,  that  is,  from  one  who  is  a 
parricide  or  the  like,  pitrddi  badha  yuktdtf  that  is,  he  does  not 
turn  away  from  him  who  has  committed  these  crimes  : the  reason 
uIbo  is  given,  veti  idvasya  pray  at  a , for  verily  he  desires  his  offer- 
ings, prayatani  ddnani:  the  doctrine, therefore,  is  here  inculcated, 
that  devotional  merit  compensates  for  want  of  moral  merit  : 
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is  willing  to  accept  his  offerings : the  regulator  (of 
acts)',  the  bestower  of  riches,  does  not  turn  away  from 
iniquity. 

5.  He  desires  not  (association  in)  enterprises  with 
five  or  with  ten ; he  associates  not  with  the  man  who 
does  not  present  libations ; and  cherishes  not  (his  de- 
pendants) : nay,  the  terrifier  (of  foes)  punishes  him  or 
• slays  him,  but  he  places  the  devout  man  in  a pasturage 
stocked  with  cattle. 

Varga  iv.  0.  Thinning  (his  enemies)  in  battle,  and  accelera- 

ting the  wheels  (of  his  car),  he  turns  away  from  him 
who  offers  no  libation,  and  augments  (the  prosperity 
of)  the  offerer:  Indra,  the  subduer  of  all,  the  formida- 
ble, the  lord,  conducts  the  Ddsa  at  his  pleasure. 

7.  lie  proceeds  to  plunder  the  wealth  of  the  (ava- 
ricious), and  bestows  the  riches  that  are  prized  hy 
man  upon  the  donor  (of  the  libation) : ev^ry  man  is 
involved  in  great  difficulty  who  provokes  the  might  of 
Indra  to  wrath. 

8.  When  Indra,  the  possessor  of  opulence,  discrimi- 
nates between  two  men,  both  wealthy,  and  exerting 
themselves  (against  each  other)  for  the  sake  of  valuable 
cattle,  he  takes  one  of  them  as  his  associate,  causing 
(his  adversaries)  to  tremble,  and  the  agitator  (of  the 
clouds),  together  with  the  Maruts,  bestows  upon  him 
herds  of  cattle. 

„ 9.  I,  Art/a,  Agni,1  praise  Satrj,  the  son  of  Agni- 

the  converse  is  also  implied  by  the  passage  quoted  by  Sdyana 
from  the  Vedas,  that,  sanctity  does  not  compensate  for  want  of 
devotion ; Indra  being  represented  as  saying,  I gave  to  the 
wolves  the  Paulomas  in  the  firmament,  and  the  Yatis , the 
kdlakdnjyas , and  arunmukhas  upon  earth;  because,  Sdyana 
observes,  these  Yatis  did  not  worship  or  praise  him. 

1 Indra  is  intended,  according  to  the  scholiast,  as  identical 
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vesa,  the  bestower  of  thousands,  a type  for  compa- 
rison : may  the  collected  waters  yield  him  abundance; 
may  wealth,  and  strength,  and  glory  be  upon  him. 

S6kta  III.  (XXXV.) 

The  deity  as  before;  the  Rishi  is  Prabhuvasu,  of  the  race  of 

Angiras  ; the  metre  is  Anushtubh , except  in  the  last  verse, 

in  which  it  is  Panhti. 

1 . Perfect  for  our  protection,  Indra,  that  thine  act 
which  is  most  effective;  which  is  the  subduer  of  men; 
holy,  and  difficult  to  be  encountered  in  battles. 

2.  Whatever  protections,  Indra,  may  be  thine, 
whether  four,  or,  hero,  three,  or  those  accorded  to  the  . 
five  (classes)  of  men,* 1  bestow  them  freely  upon  us. 

3 WTe  invoke  the  desirable  protection  of  thee, 
the  most  liberal  showerer  (of  benefits) ; that  (protec- 
tion) which  thou,  the  distributer  of  rain,  the  quick 
destroyer  (of  foes),  grantest,  (associated)  with  the  pre- 
sent (Maruts). 

4.  Thou  art  the  showerer  (of  benefits) ; thou  art 
born  to  (bestow)  riches;  thy  strength  rains  (blessings); 
thy  self- invigorated  mind  is  the  restrainer  (of  adver- 
saries); thy  manhood,  Indra,  is  the  destroyer  of 
multitudes. 

5.  Indra,  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  rider  in  an 
all-pervading  car,  object  of  many  rites,  and  lord  of 


with  Agni : of  the  following  names,  Agnivesa  appears  in  the 
Purdnas  as  a Rishi,  a son  of  Brahma , but  here  his  son  at  least 
must  be  a Raja. 

1 Whatever  favours  may  be  granted  to  the  four  castes,  the 
three  lohas , or  the  five  orders  of  men,  pancha  kshitindm. 

x 2 


Varga  V. 
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Varga  VI. 


Varga  VII; 


strength,  proceed  against  the  mortal  who  entertains 
hostility  towards  thee. 

6.  Slayer  of  Vritra,  men  with  clipped  sacred 
grass  invoke  thee,  who  art  fierce  and  foremost  among 
many,  for  aid  in  battle. 

7.  Defend,  Indra,  our  chariot,1  difficult  (to  be 
stopped),  mingling  foremost  in  combats,  followed  by 
attendants,  and  eagerly  striving  for  repeated  spoil. 

8.  Come,  Indra,  to  us;  defend  by  thy  providence 
our  car:  we  contemplate  in  thee  w'ho,  most  mighty 
one,  art  divine,  all  desirable  vigour : (to  thee),  wrho  art 
divine,  we  offer  praise. 

Sukta  IV.  (XXXVI.) 

The  deity  and  Rtshi  as  before  ; the  metre  is  Trishtubh . 

1.  May  that  Indra  who  is  the  donor  of  wealth, 
who  knows  (how)  to  distribute  riches,  come  (to  our 
sacrifice)  marching  boldly  like  a warrior;  and  may 
he,  being  thirsty,  and  desirous  (of  the  draught),  drink 
of  the  effused  Soma-juice. 

2.  Hero,  lord  of  horses,  may  the  Soma  ascend  to 
thy  destructive  jaw,2  as  if  to  the  summit  of  a moun- 
tain : may  we  all,  royal  Indra,  who  art  invoked  of 
many,  give  pleasure  to  thee  writh  our  hymns,  as  to 
horses  with  fodder. 

3.  Wieldcr  of  the  thunderbolt,  tbe  invoked  of  many, 


1 Ava  rat  ham : the  latter  may  also  signify,  the  scholiast  sug- 
gests, a son,  he  whose  nature  it  is  to  give  delight  to  his  parents, 
ranhanaswabhdvam , putram . 

2 If anu  iipre  druhat : as  the  two  nouns  have  usually  the  . 
same  sense,  as  Say  ana  observes,  one  should  be  regarded  as  tbe 
epithet  of  the  other,  and  be  therefore  explains  hanu  as  th<?  means 
of  destroying,  or  destructive,  hananasddhanam. 
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my  mind  trembles  through  dread  of  poverty1  like  a 
whirling  wheel : Maghavan,  ever  prosperous,  may 
thy  worshipper,  Puruvasu,  praise  thee  promptly  and 
abundantly,  seated  in  thy  chariot. 

4.  This  thine  adorer,  Indr  a,  like  the  stone  (that 
expresses  the  Sowta-juice),  urges  praise  to  thee,  par-* 
ticipating  in  the  great  (reward):  thou  bestowest, 
Magiiavan,  riches  with  thy  left  hand,  (thou  bestowest 
them,  lord  of  horses,  with  the  right : be  not  reluctant. 

5.  May  the  effective  eulogium  melt  thee,  the 
showerer  (of  benefits) : thou,  the  showerer,  art  borne 
(to  the  sacrifice)  by  vigorous  steeds : sender  of  rain, 
thou  of  the  handsome  chin,  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt, 
showerer,  whose  car  showers  down  (blessings),  do  thou 
defend  us  in  battle.2 

6.  Maruts,  may  all  men  bow  in  obedience  to  that 
youthful  Srutaratiia,  the  possessor  of  abundance, 
who  has  bestowed  (upon  us)  two  bay  steeds  accom- 
panied by  three  hundred  (cattle). 

S6kta  V.  (XXXVII.) 

The  deity  and  metre  as  before;  the  Rhhi  is  Atri. 

1.  The  piously  worshipped  (Agni),  when  invoked, 
glistening  with  the  oblation,  vies  with  the  splendour 
of  the  sun : may  the  dawns  rise  innoxious  to  him  who 
says,  let  us  offer  oblations  to  Indra. 

2.  He  whose  fire  is  kindled,  whose  sacred  grass  is 
strewn,  offers  worship:  he  whose  stone  is  uplifted, 
whose  Sowa-juice  is  effused,  offers  praise : the  priest, 

1 Amatcr-id : amati  is  explained  either  daridryam , poverty, 
or  astotriy  one  who  does  not  praise  or  worship. 

2 Another  instance  of  the  abuse  of  the  derivations  of  vrish , 

• to  rain  or  shower. 


Varga  VIII. 
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of  whom  the  stones  utter  the  sounds  of  bruising,  de- 
scends with  the  oblation  (for  previous  ablution)  to 
the  stream. 

3.  The  bride  (of  Indra),  devoted  to  her  lord,  at- 
tends him  (to  the  rite),  who  thus  brings  (with  him)  his 
accompanying  queen : may  his  car  convey  to  us  ample 
food;  may  it  sound  loudly;  may  it  scatter  around 
many  thousands  (of  riches). 

4.  That  prince  suffers  no  evil  in  whose  realm  Indra 
drinks  the  sharp  /Soma-juice  mixed  with  milk : at- 
tended by  faithful  (followers),  he  moves  (in  all  direc- 
tions) : he  destroys  his  enemy,  he  protects  his  subjects : 
enjoying  prosperity,  he  cherishes  the  name  of  (Indra). 

5.  He  cherishes  (his  kin) ; he  (reigns)  in  -welfare 
and  prosperity ; he  is  victorious  in  present  and  con- 
tinuous (time) : dear  is  he  to  the  sun,  dear  to  Agni, 
who,  with  prepared  libation,  offers  it  to  Indra. 

Sukta  VI.  (XXXVIII.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before;  the  metre  is  Anushtubh. 

1.  Indra  of  many  exploits,  liberal  is  the  distribu- 
tion of  thine  abundant  riches : therefore,  all-beholder, 
possessor  of  excellent  wealth,  bestow  upon  us  opulence.1 

2.  Although,  most  mighty  Indra,  thou  possessest 
well-known  abundance  (of  food),  yet  golden-hued 
(deity)  it  is  most  notoriously  reported  as  difficult  (to 
be  procured). 

3.  Wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  thine  are  the  strong 
(Maruts),  who  are  adorable,  and  whose  exploits  are 
renowned:  both  divinities,  (thou  and  they),  rule  at 
pleasure  over  heaven  and  earth. 


* i$dma-Veila , r.  366. 
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4.  Slayer  of  Vritra,  bring  to  us,  thy  (worshippers), 
the  wealth  of  any  powerful  (man)  whatsoever,  for 
thou  art  disposed  to  enrich  us. 

5.  May  we,  Satakratu,  speedily  (partake  of)  thy 
felicity  through  these  our  prayers:  may  we  be  well 
secured,  Indra,  (by  thee) : may  we  be  carefully  pro- 
tected, hero,  by  thee. 

StfKTA  VII.  (XXXIX.) 

Deity  and  Rishi  as  before;  the  metre  also  is  the  same,  except 
in. the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Pankti. 

1.  Wonderful  Indra,’  wiclder  of  the  thunderbolt, 
since  precious  treasure  is  to  be  distributed  by  thee,1  be- 
stow it,  possessor  of  riches,  with  both  hands,  upon  us. 

2.  Whatever  food  thou  considerest  desirable,  Indra, 
bestow  it : let  us  be  to  thee  (in  the  relation  of  thy) 
gift  of  unlimited  sustenance.2 

3.  Since  thy  bountiful3  and  praiseworthy  will  is 
notorious  and  vast,  therefore,  thunderer,  thou  hast 
ready  for  bestowing  upon  us  substantial  food. 

1 Mehandsti  tud  datum  rddhas , is  explained  by  Sayana 
manhantyam  dhanam  tieayd  ddtavyam,  prniseable  wealth  is  to 
be  given  to  ihee:  Yaska  gives  a like  interpretation,  but  notices 
another  interpretation  of  mehandsti , vie  iha  ndsti,  what  is  not 
in  this  world,  or  on  this  occasion,  mine,  Nirukta,  iv.  4:  the 
verse  occurs,  Sdma-Veda,  i.  345.  ii.  522. 

2 Tasya  akuparasya  davane , in  the  giving  of  that  unlimited 
food,  annasya  : Yaska  would  fill  up  the  ellipse  with  ddnasya , 
gift : he  explains  akupdra  by  diirapdra , or  mahdpara , having 
a distant  or  great  opposite  boundary,  whence  it  is  also  an  appel- 
lative of  the  sun  and  of  the  ocean  : it  also  means  a tortoise,  one 
who  does  not  go  into  a well,  kupa:  the  verse  occurs  Sdma- 
Veda,  II.  523. 

3 Pitsu , desidcrative  of  da,  desiring  to  give,  an  epithet  of 

manas,  mind  or  will : Benfey’s  text  of  the  Sdma  reads  dikshu , 
ii.  524.  ,.  « • 


Varga  X. 
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4.  With  ancient  (hymns)  the  pious  approach  Indra, 
to  laud  him  who  is  most  worthy  of  the  beverage  (the 
offering)  of  you  who  are  opulent;  (him)  who  is  the 
king  of  men. 

5.  To  that  Indra  is  the  poetical  and  articulate 
prayer  to  be  recited : to  him  the  conveyers  of  pious 
praise,  the  sons  of  Atri,  raise  their  hymns:  the  sons 
of  Atri  illume  their  hvmns. 

S6kta  VIII.  (XL.) 

Indra  is  the  divinity  of  the  first  four  verses,  Surya  of  the 
fifth,  Atri  of  the  last  four,  but  he  is  also  the  Rishi  of  the 
■whole;  the  metre  of  the  three  first  stanzas  is  Ushnih,  of  the 
fifth  and  ninth  Anushtubh , of  the  rest  TrUhtvbh . 

1.  Come,  Indra,  (to  our  sacrifice);  drink,  lord  of 
the  Soma , of  the  juice  expressed  by  the  stones: 
showerer  (of  benefits),  utter  destroyer  of  Vritra, 
(come)  with  the  showering  (Maruts). 

2.  The  stone  is  the  showerer,1  the  inebriation  is 
the  showerer,  this  effused  Soma  is  the  showerer; 
showerer  (of  benefits),  Indra,  utter  destroyer  of 
Vritra,  come  with  the  showering  (Maruts). 

3.  Effusing  the  libation,  I invoke  thee,  the  showerer 
(of  benefits),  for  thy  marvellous  protections : showerer 
(of  benefits),  Indra,  utter  destroyer  of  Vritra,  come 
with  the  showering  (Maruts). 

4.  May  the  accepter  of  the  spiritless  libation,2  the 


1 Either  of  the  5<m«-juice,  or  the  benefits  derivable  from 
offering  it:  but  here  is  the  usual  misuse  of  vrisha. 

2 Rijishin : the  possessor  or  ruler  of  the  rij'isha,  which  is 
here  explained  gatasdra  soinarasn, or  that  which  has  been  offered 
at  the  morning  and  mid-day  ceremonies,  and  of  which  the  resi-. 
due  is  now  presented  at  the  evening  sacrifice. 
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wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  the  showerer  (of  benefits), 
the  overcomer  of  quick-(flying  foes),  the  mighty,  the 
monarch,  the  slayer  of  Vritra,  the  drinker  of  the 
Soma,  having  harnessed  his  horses,  come  down  (to  us) : 
may  Indra  be  exhilarated  at  the  mid-day  sacrifice. 

5.  When,  Surya,  the  son  of  the  Asura  SwarbiiAnu,1 
overspread  thee  with  darkness,  the  worlds  were  beheld 
like  one  bewildered,  knowing  not  his  place. 

6.  When,  Indra,  thou  wast  dissipating  those  illu- 
sions of  JSwarbhAnu  which  were  spread  below  the  sun, 
then  Atri,  by  his  fourth  sacred  prayer,2  discovered 
the  sun  concealed  by  the  darkness  impeding  his  func- 
tions. 

7.  Surya  speaks]  : Let  not  the  violator,  Atri, 

through  hunger,  swallow  with  fearful  (darkness)  me 
who  am  thine  : thou  art  Mitra,  whose  wealth  is  truth : 
do  thou  and  the  royal  Varuna  both  protect  me. 

8.  Then  the  Brahman,  (Atri),  applying  the  stones 
together,  propitiating  the  gods  with  praise,  and  ador- 
ing them  with  reverence,  placed  the  eye  of  StfRYA  in 
the  sky : he  dispersed  the  delusions  of  SwarbhXnu. 

9.  The  sun,  whom  the  Asura,  Swarbiianu,  had  en- 
veloped with  darkness,  the  sons  of  Atri  subsequently 
recovered:  no  others  were  able  (to  effect  his  release). 


1 Swarbhanu  is  a name  of  Rahu , the  personified  ascending 
node,  and  the  causer  of  an  eclipse  : he  was  a son  of  Kasyapa , 
by  DajiUy  the  mother  of  the  Rdnavas , or  Asuras  : Vishnu  Pur. 
p.  147 : another  genealogy  makes  him  the  son  of  Viprachitti , 
by  Sinhika , the  sister  of  Hiranyahasipu , ibid.  p.  148. 

2 That  is,  by  the  four  stanzas  of  this  hymn,  from  the  fifth  to 
the  eighth. 


Varga  XII. 
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St/KTA  IX.  (XLI.) 

The  deities  are  the  Viswadevas,*  the  Rishi  is  Bhauma  ; the 
metre  is  Trishtubh , except  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth 
verses,  in  which  it  is  Atijagati , and  in  the  twentieth,  in  which 
it  is  VirAjy  and  of  one  hemistich. 

1.  Who,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  desiring  to  sacrifice 
to  you,  (is  able  to  do  so)?  do  you,  whether  (abiding) 
in  the  region  of  heaven,  or  of  the  vast  earth,  or  of 
the  firmament,  protect  us,  and  give  to  the  donor  (of 
the  oblation),  and  to  the  sacrificer,  cattle  and  food. 

2.  May  those  divinities,  Mitra,  Varuna,  Arya- 
man,  Ayu,  Indra,  Ribhuksiiin,  the  Maruts  who  ac- 
cept pious  praise, 1 be  pleased  by  our  adorations,  par- 
taking of  the  gratification  afforded  to  Rudra,  the 
showerer  (of  benefits).2 

3.  I invoke  you,  Aswins,  the  restrainers  (of  desire), 
for  the  acceleration  of  your  chariot  with  the  swiftness 
of  the  wind:  (priests)  offer  praise  and  oblations  to 
the  celestial  destroyer  of  life,3  to  the  accomplisher  of 
the  sacrifice. 

4.  May  the  divine  accepter  of  sacrifice,  of  whom 
the  Kanwas  are  the  priests,  Trita4,  Vayu,  and  Agni, 


1 According  to  the  commentator,  divinities  are  of  two  orders, 
those  who  share  praises,  stotrabhajah , and  those  who  share 
oblations,  kavirbhdjah : the  first  is  here  alluded  to. 

2 This  last  clause  may  be  considered  as  applying  especially  to 
the  Maruts  as  the  sons  of  Rudra. 

3 Divo  asurdya  is  explained  dyotamandya  prdnapahartrey 
that  is,  to  Rudra:  and  yajyavef  yaga  sddhahdya:  or  Asura 
may  be  rendered  prdnaddtriy  the  giver  of  life,  when  it  will 
imply  Surya  or  Vayu . 

4 Or  Trita  may  be  an  epithet  of  Vayu , the  threefold,  per- 
vading the  three  regions  of  heaven,  mid-air,  and  earth. 
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concurring  in  satisfaction  with  (the  ruler  of)  heaven, 
or  (Surya  and)  Pi/shan,  and  Bhaga,  and  they  who  are 
the  protectors  of  the  universe,  (come  quickly)  to  the 
sacrifice,  as  the  fleetest  coursers  rush  to  battle. 

5.  Maruts,  do  you  bring  wealth  comprising  horses : 
to  acquire  and  preserve  riches  the  wise  man  offers  you 
praise:  may  the  ministrant  priest,  (Atri),  of  the  son 
of  Usij  (Kakshivat),  be  made  happy  by  those  swift- 
going  (horses)  which  are  the  swift-going  (horses), 

Maruts,  of  you  who  are  rapid  in  motion. 

6.  Prevail,  (priests),  by  your  prayers,  on  VAyu,  the  Varga  XI v. 
divine,  the  fulfiller  of  desires,  the  adorable,  to  harness 

his  chariot : may  the  light-moving  accepters  of  sacri- 
fice, the  lovely  and  excellent  wives  (of  the  gods), 
come  hither  to  our  rite. 

7.  Mighty  Day  and  Night  to  you,  along  with  the 
adorable  (deities)  of  heaven,  I present  (the  oblation) 
with  prayers  delighting  and  explicit:  knowing,  like 
two  sages,  all  (that  is  required),  do  you  bring  (it)  to 
the  worshipper  for  his  sacrifice. 

8.  I glorify  you,  leaders  (of  rites),  cherishers  (of 
many),  gratifying  (with  oblations,  you)  Twashtri 
the  lord  of  foundations,  and  the  goddess  of  speech, 
bestower  of  opulence,  and  sharer  in  the  satisfaction 
(of  the  other  divinities);  also  the  lords  of  the  forest, 
and  the  herbs,  that  I may  obtain  riches. 

9.  May  the  Parvatas 1 be  (bountiful)  to  us  in  liberal 
donations;2  may  they  be  favourable  (to  us)  who  are 


1 The  clouds,  according  to  the  comment. 

2 Tnje  nas-tane  : tane  is  rendered  by  vistrite , expanded,  and 
tuje  by  ddne , gift,  or  tuje  may  mean  son,  and  tane  grandson. 
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the  establishes  (of  the  world)  like  heroes;1  may  the 
adored  and  adorable  (deity),  who  is  accessible  (to  all),2 
who  is  friendly  to  man,  ever  grant  us  increase,  being 
propitiated  by  our  praise.3 

10.  I glorify  with  unqualified  praise  the  embryo  of 
the  earth-fertilizing  rain,4  the  grandson  of  the  waters, 
Agni,  who  is  threefold,  who  rages  (upon  me)  not,  when 
travelling,  with  (his)  withering  rays,5  but,  bright- 
haired, consumes  the  forests. 

11.  How  can  we  offer  (fit  praise)  to  the  mighty 
posterity  of  Rudra,  or  to  the  all-knowing  Bhaga,  for 
(the  sake  of  obtaining)  riches:  may  the  waters,  may 
the  plants,  protect  us,  and  the  heaven,  the  woods,  and 
the  mountains,  whose  tresses  are  trees. 

1 2.  May  the  lord  of  vigour,  (VAyu),  hear  our  prayers ; 
he  who  traverses  the  firmament,  the  circumambient : 
may  the  waters  hear,  bright  as  cities,6  flowing  round 
the  towering  mountains. 


1 Ye  vasavo  na  virdh,  jagato  vasayildrah  mrd  iva  is  the  ex- 
planation of  the  scholiast. 

2 Aptyo  yajatah  : according  to  Say  ana , the  first  means  dpta - 
vyalisarvaih , to  be  obtained  by  all;  the  second,  yajaniya , to  be 
worshipped,  that  is,  Aditya. 

3 Nali  sansam  abhishtau , our  praise  in  seeking  or  approach- 
ing; the  want  of  a verb  renders  this  somewhat  doubtful. 

4 Vrishno  bhumyasya  garbliam : bhumya , Sdyana  explains 
by,  either  suited  to  the  earth  or  the  firmament,  bhumir-antarik- 
sham : in  the  latter  case  the  embryo  of  the  firmamental  rain  will 
mean  Agni  as  the  lightning,  according  to  Sdyana. 

5 Grinite  Agni  etain  na  sushaih ; mayi  gantari  na  krudhyati 
sukhakarai  rasmibhih , who  is  not  angry  upon  me  when  going 
with  his  agreeable  rays ; but  this  seems  inconsistent  with  the  sense 
given  to  the  verb : snsha , drying  up,  would  be  more  congruous. 

6 Puro  na  subhrd , purani  iva  dtptd,  shining  like  cities. 
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13.  Mighty  Maruts,  of  goodly  aspect,  quickly  hear 
(the  praises)  that  we  who  repair  to  you  repeat,  offer- 
ing acceptable  (oblations):  (the  Maruts)  coming 
hither,  well  disposed,  come  down  to  us,  (destroying) 
with  their  -weapons  the  mortals  opposed  to  them, 
(overcome)  by  agitation. 

14.  I offer  adoration  to  the  company  of  the 
Maruts  deserving  of  sacred  sacrifice,  to  obtain  the 
waters,  whether  born  of  heaven  or  earth:  may  my 
praises  prosper:  may  the  joy-bestowing  heavens 
(flourish) : may  the  rivers  cherished  (by  the  Maruts) 
be  filled  with  water. 

15.  My  praise  has  been  continually  proffered  as  a 
protectress,1  powerful  with  (the  means  of)  preserva- 
tion : may  the  maternal  and  venerable  earth  accept 
our  (praises),  and,  (pleased)  with  her  pious  (wor- 
shippers) be  (to  us)  straight-handed,  and  the  giver 
of  good. 

16.  How  may  we  (duly)  worship  the  liberal 
(Maruts)  with  praise,  how  adore  the  Maruts  with 
present  praise  in  a fitting  manner,  the  glorious 
Maruts  with  present  praise?  may  Aiiirbudhnya  con- 
trive not  for  our  harm ; may  he  be  the  destroyer  (of  our 
enemies). 

17.  The  mortal  (sacrificer)  worships  you,  gods,  at 
all  times  for  progeny  and  cattle:  verily,  gods,  the 
mortal  worships  you:  may  Nirriti,2  on  this  occa- 
sion, sustain  my  body  with  salutary  food,  and  keep  off 


1 Varutrt , asmad  upadravavarayiti't,  what  or  who  keeps 
off  oppression  upon  us. 

2 See  page  123,  note  2. 
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18.  Divine  Vasus,  may  we  obtain  from  the  ador- 
able cow  invigorating  and  mind-sustaining  food:  may 
that  liberal  and  benignant  goddess,  hastening  (hither), 
come  for  our  felicity. 

19.  May  Ila,  the  mother  of  the  herd,  and  Urvasi',1 
with  the  rivers,  be  favourable  to  us:  may  the  bright- 
shining  Urvasi  (come),  commending  our  devotion, 
and  investing  the  worshipper  with  light.2 

20.  May  she  cherish  us  (as  the  servants)  of  our 
patron  Urjavya.3 

Sukta  X.  (XLII.) 

The  deities  and  Iiisfii  as  before ; the  metre  is  Trixhtubh . 

1.  May  our  most  animating  praise,  together  with 
our  offerings,  successfully  attain  Varuna,  Mitra, 
Bhaga,  and  Aditi  : may  the  ministrant  of  the  five 
(vital  airs,  VaYU),  the  dweller  in  the  dappled  (firma- 


1 lid  may  here  be  the  earth,  or  the  daughter  of  Manuy  in  the 
form  of  a cow,  the  mother  of  the  herd,  yutkasya  mdtd ; or  the 
latter  may  be  explained  nirmatri , she  who  measures ; or  yiitha 
may  be  applied  to  the  company  of  the  Marut when  Iln}  it  is 
said,  may  be  madhyamikd  vach , middle,  articulate  or  human 
speech;  or  the  latter  sense  may  be  applied  to  Urvasi. 

2 Abhyurnvdnd  prabhritasya  dyoh  : the  latter,  the  commen- 
tator says,  is  to  be  read  dyuin , in  the  accusative,  man,  or  the 
Yajamdna  : prabhrita,  upon  the  authority  of  Yaska , Nirukta , 
11.  49,  may  mean  either  light,  tejas,  or  water,  udakam,  and, 
being  in  the  genitive,  requires  some  such  term  as  ddnena , by 
the  gift  of,  to  be  supplied;  or  the  ellipse  may  be  filled  up  by 
yajnarn,  when  the  sentence  will  be,  covering  or  protecting  the 
sacrifice  of  the  man  making  the  offering. 

3 Sishahtu  na  urjavyasya  pushteh  : urjavya  is  the  name  of  a 
Rdjd ; pushteh  is  for  poshakasya , one  who  cherishes  or  pa- 
tronises : the  nominative  to  the  verb  may  be  either  Urvasi  or 
Ildf  or  the  Marudganah , the  company  of  the  Marut s. 
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ment),  he  whose  path  is  unimpeded,  who  is  the  giver 
of  life,  the  bestower  of  happiness,  hear. 

2.  May  Aditi  accept  my  affectionate  and  devoted 
praise,  as  a mother  (the  endearments  of)  a son : the 
pleasing,  delightful  prayer  that  is  approved  of  by  the 
gods  I address  to  Varuna  and  Mitra. 

3.  Celebrate,  (priests),  the  most  prophetic  of  the 
prophets;1  imbue  him  with  the  sweet  libation,  and 
may  the  divine  Savitri  bestow  upon  us  ample,  bene- 
ficial, and  delightful  riches. 

4.  With  a (willing)  mind,  Indra,  thou  associatest 
us  with  cattle,  with  pious  (priests),  and,  lord  of  steeds, 
with  prosperity,  with  (sacrificial)  food  that  is  agreeable 
to  the  gods,  and  with  the  favour  of  the  adorable 
deities.2 

5.  May  the  divine  Bhaga,  Savitri  the  lord  of 
wealth,  Ansa,  Indra  (the  slayer)  of  Vritra,  (all)  the 
conquerors  of  riches,  Ribhukshin,3  Vaja,  and  also 
Purandiii,  immortals,  hastening  (to  our  sacrifice)  pre- 
serve us. 

6.  We  celebrate  the  exploits  of  Marutwat,  the  un- 
recoiling, the  victorious,  the  undecaying:  neither  the 
ancients,  Magiiavan,  nor  their  successors,  have  attained 
thy  prowess,  nor  has  any  one  recent  attained  it. 


1 Kavitaman  kavindm : kavi,  as  before  observed,  is  usually 
explained  krdnta  darsi,  a seer  or  shewer  of  the  past,  whence 
may  be  inferred  the  application  of  his  knowledge  to  the  future, 

“ Till  old  experience  doth  attain, 

To  something  of  prophetic  strain.” 

2 Yajur-Vcda,  2.  15  : there  are  one  or  two  varieties  of  read- 
ing, but  they  arc  not  of  any  importance. 

3 Ribhuhxhin  is  usually  considered  to  be  a name  of  Indra , 
but  here  it  implies  Rib/tu , whilst  Purandhi  is  equivalent  to 
Vibhu,  making,  with  Vdija,  the  triad. 
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7.  Glorify  the  first  donor  of  precious  treasure, 
Brihaspati,  the  distributer  of  riches,  the  bestower  of 
great  happiness  upon  him  who  recites  or  chants  (his 
praise),  who  comes  laden  with  ample  wealth  to  his 
invoker. 

8.  Associated,  Brihaspati,  with  thy  protections, 
(men)  are  unharmed  (by  foes),  and  become  opulent 
and  blessed  with  descendants : may  wealth  devolve  on 
those  who  are  generous,  and  givers  of  horses,  of  cows, 
of  clothes. 

9.  ltender  transitory  the  riches  of  those  who  par- 
take of  enjoyment  without  giving  satisfaction  (to 
those  who  are  eminent)  by  holy  hymns : put  apart 
from  the  sun1  those  who  perform  not  sacred  rites,  and 
who,  though  prospering  in  their  posterity,  are  the 
adversaries  of  prayer.2 

10.  Send,  Maruts,  into  darkness,  with  (cars)  de- 
void of  wheels,  the  man  who  invites  the  lldkshasas 
to  the  food  of  the  gods;  (him  also)  who  reviles  me- 
when  offering  praise  to  you : whilst  sweating,  he  toils 
(to  realise)  vain  desires. 

Varga  xix.  11.  Praise  him. who  has  the  sure  arrow,  the  strong 
bow,  who  presides  over  all  sanitary  drugs;  worship 
Rudra  for  a comprehensive  and  sound  understanding ; 
adore  the  powerful  divinity  with  prostrations. 

12.  May  the  dextrous-handed,  humble-minded  ar- 
tisans (of  the  gods,  the  Ribhus);  may  the  wives  of 
the  showerer  (Indra);  may  the  rivers  carved  out  by 


1 Stirydd  ydvoyasua , make  them  separate,  condemn  them 
to  darkness. 

2 lirahmadiveshtrin , Sdyana  says,  may  mean  haters  of  Brah- 
mans, or  of  mantras,  that  is,  in  the  latter  ca-=e,  of  the  Vedas. 
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Vibhu  ; may  Saraswati  and  the  brilliant  Rak  a,  the  illus- 
trious granters  of  desires,  be  willing  to  grant  us  riches. 

13.  To  the  great  protector,  (Indra),  I offer  de- 
voutly pious  praise,  new  and  originated  (at  this  time) : 
to  him,  the  showerer,  who,  for  his  daughter  (earth), 
giving  form  to  the  rivers,  has  provided  this  water  for 
our  (use). 

14.  May  thy  pious  praise,  oh  worshipper,  assuredly  . 
reach  the  thundering,  roaring  lord  of  Jla,  who,  impel- 
ling the  clouds  and  distributing  the  rain,  proceeds, 
illuminating  the  heaven  and  earth  with  lightning. 

15.  May  this  hymn  reach  up  to  the  presence  of  the 
might  of  the  Maruts,  the  youthful  sons  of  Rudra  : 
the  desire  of  riches  incites  me  to  holiness:  glorify 
those  who  go  to  sacrifice  on  spotted  steeds. 

1G.  May  this  hymn  attain  (the  divinities)  of 
earth  and  heaven,  the  trees,  the  herbs,  for  (the  sake  of) 
wealth:  may  each  individual  deity  l)e  successfully 
invoked  by  me;  let  not  mother  earth  take  us  into 
unfavourable  thought. 

17.  May  we  ever,  gods,  enjoy  great  and  uninter- 
rupted felicity. 

18.  May  we  ever  be  participant  of  the  unpre- 
cedented, joy-conferring,  and  well-guided  protection 
of  the  As  wins:  bring  to  us,  immortal  (Aswins), 
riches,  male  progeny,  and  all  good  things. 

S6kta  XI.  (XLIII.) 

The  deities  as  before  ; The  Rif  hi  is  Atri  ; the  metre  is 

Trishtubh. 

1.  May  the  milch  kine,1  quick-moving,  doing  no 

4 Dhenavahy  according  to  Sayana,  here  means  rivers,  and 
the  rest  of  the  stanza  harmonizes  with  his  interpretation. 

VOL.  III.  Y 
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harm,  come  to  us,  (laden)  with  their  sweet  fluid:  the 
wise  worshipper  invokes  the  seven  vast  and  joy-diffu- 
sing (rivers)  for  the  sake  of  ample  riches. 

2.  (I  purpose)  to  approach  with  pious  praise,  and 
with  oblations,  for  (the  sake  of)  the  uninjured  heaven 
and  earth:  may  the  paternal  (heaven),  and  the  sweet- 
spoken,  free-handed,  maternal  (earth),  both  enjoying 

• renown,  defend  us  in  every  battle. 

3.  Priests,  who  are  preparing  (the  libation),  first 
offer  to  Vayu  the  delightful  and  brilliant  (Soma) ; and 
do  thou,  divine  Vayu,  like  the  Hotri,  first  drink  of 
this  sweet  juice,  (which)  we  offer  for  thine  exhilaration.1 

4.  The  ten  expressers  of  the  juice,  (the  fingers), 
and  the  two  arms  of  the  priest,  which  are  the  dextrous 
immolators  of  the  Soma,  take  hold  of  the  stone : the 
exulting,  skilful-fingered  (priest)  milks  the  mountain- 
born  juice  of  the  sweet  Soma,  and  that  Soma  (yields 
its)  pure  juice.2 

5.  The  Soma  has  been  effused,  (Indra),  for  thy 
gratification,  for  (giving  thee)  strength  in  action,  and 
for  thy  great  exhilaration:  therefore,  Indra,  when 
invoked  by  us,  put  to  thy  two  beloved,  docile,  well- 
trained  horses  in  thy  car,  and  come  down. 

Varga  xxi.  6.  Agni,  being  well  pleased  with  us,  bring  to  us,  by 
paths  frequented  by  the  gods,  the  divine  (female) 
GnA,3  mighty  and  omnipresent,  to  whom  oblations  are 

1 The  scholiast  states  that  Vdyus  drinking  first  of  the  Soma 
is  repeatedly  enjoined,  asakrit  prapanchitam. 

2 The  text  has  only  sukrum  ansuh , which  is  thus  explained, 
m cha  ansuh  sukram  nh'malam  rasam  diujdhe , and  that  Soma 
has  milked  the  pure  juice  ; or  Ansu  may  be  an  epithet  of  Adh- 
waryu , the  extensively  present  priest,  ansur  vyapto  adhwai'yuh. 

3 Gnd  is  a synonyme  of  stri,  a woman,  a wife  : it  commonly 
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offered  with  reverence,  who  is  vast  and  cognizant  of 
rites,  to  partake  of  the  exhilaration  of  the  sweet 
Soma. 

7.  The  vessel* 1  which  the  priests,  celebrating  (it), 
supply  with  butter,  as  if  roasting  a marrow-yielding 
animal  with  fire,  has  been  placed,  desirous  of  the 
sacrifice,  upon  the  fire,  like  a son  upon  the  lap  of  his 
father. 

* 

8.  May  this  adoring,  earnest,  and  gratifying  praise 
go  like  a messenger  to  summon  the  Aswins  hither: 
come,  Aswins,  givers  of  happiness,  riding  in  one  cha- 
riot, come  down  to  the  deposited  (Soma),  as  the  bolt 
(is  essential)  to  the  axle  of  the  waggon.2 

9.  I offer  adoration  to  the  powerful  and  rapid 
Pushan,  and  to  (the  powerful  and  rapid)  Vayu,  who 
are  both  instigators  of  the  desire  of  wealth  and  of 
food,  (who  are  both)  distributors  of  riches. 

10.  Bring  hither  Jatavedas,  who  art  invoked  by 
us  all,  the  Maruts,  under  their  several  names  and 
forms : come,  all  ye  Maruts,  with  all  your  protecting 
faculties,  to  the  sacrifice,  the  praises,  and  the  adoration 
of  the  worshipper. 

11.  May  the  radiant  Sarasw at!  come  to  the  sacri-  Varga  xxn. 
fice  from  the  heavens  or  the  spacious  firmament : may 

the  goddess,  the  showerer  of  water,  propitiated  by  our 
invocation,  and  desirous  of  our  gratifying  praises, 
hear. 

expresses  the  wife  of  a deity  : here,  Sdiyana  says,  it  is  a proper 
name,  Gnamy  etanndmikam  devatdm. 

1 Gharma  : see  Sukta  xxx.  verse  15. 

2 As  the  cart  cannot  move  if  the  axle  of  the  wheel  is  not 
fastened  by  the  pin  or  bolt,  so  the  offering  of  the  Soma  is  with- 
out efficacy  unless  the  Aswins  be  present. 

Y 2 
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12.  (Priests)  place  the  mighty  Brihaspati,  the 
creator,  whose  back  is  dark  blue,1  in  the  chamber  (of 
sacrifice) : let  us  worship  him  who  is  seated  in  the 
interior  of  the  mansion,  everywhere  shining,  golden- 
hued,  resplendent. 

13.  May  the  sustainer  of  all,  (Agni),  the  greatly 
radiant,  the  delighter,  come,  with  all  his  protecting 
(faculties),  when  invoked;  he  who  is  clothed  with 
flames  and  with  plants;  who  is  irresistible;  who  has 
horns  of  three  colours;2  the  showerer  (of  benefits),  the 
accepter  of  oblations. 

14.  The  holders  of  the  (sacrificial)  ladles,  the  mini- 
strant  priests  of  the  man  (who  institutes  the  rite), 
have  repaired  to  the  bright  and  most  excellent  place 
of  the  maternal  (earth):3  offerers  of  the  oblation,  they 
foster  the  tender  infant,  (Agni),  with  worship,  as 
people  rub  (the  limbs  of  a child  to  promote  his)  exis- 
tence.4 

15.  Married  pairs,  worn  by  devout  rites,  jointly 
offer  abundant  sacrificial  food,  Agni,  to  thee5  who  art 
mighty:  may  each  individual  divinity  be  successfully 


1 That  .is,  who  is  enveloped  in  smoke:  from  this  and  other 
attributes  specified,  and  his  presence  in  the  sacrificial  chamber, 
the  scholiast  reasonably  infers  that  Brihaspati  is  Agni , ityudi 
lingair-apy-agniv’eva  Brihasjmtih . 

2 Ti'idhdtu  sringahy  his  flames  of  three  colours,  red,  white, 
and  black  (or  smoke). 

3 That  is,  to  the  fire  altar. 

4 Sisum  mrijanti  ayavo  na  vase , yathd  maimshyd  si  sum 
rasdya  mrijanti : they  rub  the  infant  has  double  application,  to 
the  first  kindling  of  Agni  by  attrition,  and  to  the  new-born  babe. 

5 Conformably  to  the  text,  Jdydpati  agnim  ddadldydtdm , 
let  husband  and  wife  worship  or  keep  up  Agni : the  right  of  the 
wife  to  take  part  in  fire-worship  is  laid  down  in  the  sixth  chap- 
ter of  the  Mimansd, 
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invoked  by  me : let  them  not  take  us  into  unfavourable 
thought.1 

16.  May  we  ever,  gods,  enjoy  great  and  uninter- 
rupted felicity.2 

17.  May  we  ever  be  participant  of  the  unprece- 
dented, joy-conferring,  and  well-guiding  protection  of 
the  Aswins:  bring  to  us,  immortal  (Aswins),  riches, 
male  progeny,  and  all  good  things. 

Sukta  XII.  (XLIV.) 

The  deities  are  the  same  ; the  Ituhi  is  AvatsXra  of  the  race  of 

Kasyapa;  the  metre  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  verses  is 

Trishtubh,  of  the  rest  Jagati. 

1.  In  like  manner  as  the  ancient  (sages),  those 
our  predecessors,  as  all  sages,  and  those  of  the  present 
period,  (have  obtained  their  wishes  by  his  praise),  so 
do  thou  by  praise  extract  (my  desires)  from  him  who 
is  the  oldest  and  best  (of  the  gods),  who  is  seated  on 
the  sacred  grass,  who  is  cognizant  of  heaven,  coming 
to  our  presence,  vigorous,  swift,  victorious,  for  by  such 
praises  thou  exaltest  him.3 

2.  Do  thou,  (Indra),  who  art  radiant  in  heaven, 
spread  through  the  regions,  for  the  good  (of  mankind), 
those  the  beautiful  (waters)  of  the  uuyielding  cloud : 
doer  of  good  deeds,  thou  art  the  preserver  (of  men), 
not  (destined)  for  their  detriment:  thou  art  superior 
to  all  delusions;  thy  name  abides  in  the  world  of 
truth. 

3.  lie,  (Agni),  is  associated  with  the  perpetual 

1 See  verse  16  of  the  preceding  Sukta. 

2 See  verse  17  of  the  preceding  Sukta. 

3 Or  anu  ydsu  varddhase  may  be  applied  to  Indra,  thou 
prosperest,  Indra,  by  such  praises  : this  is  Mahidhara’s  ex- 
planation, which  differs  in  some  other  respects  from  that  of 
Say  ana,  Y ajar-  Veda,  7.  12. 
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oblation  that  is  the  true  (source  of  good) ; the  sus- 
tainer  of  all,  he  is  of  unrestricted  movement,  the 
offerer  (of  burnt-offerings),  the  cherisher  of  strength : 
gliding  especially  over  the  sacred  grass,  the  showerer 
(of  benefits) ; an  infant,  a youth,  exempt  from  decay, 
whose  place  is  among  plants. 

4.  These  well-combined  rays  (of  the  sun)  are  de- 
scending with  intent  to  proceed  on  the  path  (of  the 
sacrifice),  amplifiers  of  the  ceremony  for  this  (its 
institutor):  operating  with  these  swift-moving,  all- 
regulating rays,  he,  (Aditya),  steals  the  waters  (that 
flow)  in  low  places. 

5.  Object  of  honest  eulogium,  (Aqni),  thou  shinest 
amongst  the  reciters  of  thy  praises  when  the  Soma  is 
received  at  its  effusion  by  the  wooden  (cups),  and 
thou,  accepting  (the  beverage),  art  animated  by  the 
heart-affecting  (praises) : giver  of  life,  increase  in  the 
sacrifice  thy  protecting  flames.1 

6.  Such  as  (the  deity)  is  beheld,  such  is  he  said 
(to  be) : they  abide  with  concentrated  splendour  in 
the  waters : (may  they  bestow)  upon  us  honourable  and 
ample  (riches),  great  energy,  numerous  male  offspring, 
and  undecaying  vigour. 

7.  The  sage  Surya,  advancing,  accompanied  by 
his  bride,  (the  dawn),  proceeds  boldly,  intent  on  com- 
bat with  his  enemies:  may  he  on  whom  riches  are 


1 The  whole  of  this  verse  is  singularly  obscure  : it  is  literally  y 
seizing  with  the  trees  the  seized  in  the  effused,  the  produce 
of  the  branching,  in  the  embryos  of  the  mind  well-moving,  (or) 
well  praised,  among  the  speech  holders,  straight-sung,  thou 
shinest;  augment  the  protectresses,  the  life  in  the  sacrifice:  it 
exhibits  no  little  ingenuity  in  the  scholiast  to  have  reduced  this 
to  any  thing  like  intelligibility. 
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dependent,  secure  our  entire  felicity,  (and  grant)  a 
brilliant  and  everywhere  protecting  mansion. 

8.  The  (pious  man)  proceeds  to  thee,  most  excellent 
(of  the  gods,  who  art  indicated)  by  the  sign  of  this 
moving  (revolution);1  who  art  hymned  by  the  Rishis 
in  whose  praises  thy  name  (is  glorified)  : he  obtains 
that  blessing  by  his  devotion,  on  whatsoever  (his  de- 
sire) has  been  fixed;  and  he  also,  who  of  his  own 
accord  offers  (worship),  acquires  abundant  (reward).2 

9.  The  chiefest  of  these  (our  praises)  proceed  to 
the  ocean-like  sun : that  chamber  of  sacrifice  fails  not 
in  which  (his  praises)  are  prolonged : there  the  heart’s 
desire  of  the  worshipper  is  not  disappointed  where  the 
mind  is  known  to  be  attached  to  the  pure  (sun). 

10.  He  verily  (is  to  be  glorified):  let  us,  with  the 
pleasant  thoughts  of  Ksiiatra,  Man asa,  Avada,  Ya- 
jata,  Sadiiri,  and  Avatsara,3  fill  up  the  invigorating 
food,  (the  portion)  to  be  shared  by  the  wise. 

11.  Swift  is  the  excessive  and  girth-distending  in- 
ebriation4 of  V iswavAra,  Yajata,  and  Matin:  (by 
drinking)  of  these  (juices)  they  urge  one  another  to 

1 Asya  yatunasya  hetund  is  the  text ; the  explanation  is  bar - 
manodayddilakshanena , characterized  by  functions  such  as 
rising  and  the  like. 

^ Yo.  u swayam  vahaie  so  aram  karat , he  who,  not  urged  by 
another,  entertains  of  his  own  mind  the  hope  of  reward,  he  does 
much,  or  enough:  atyartham  karoti  is  one  explanation;  another 
is,  atyartham  kuryat,  let  him  do  much,  or  enough  : neither  is 
very  explicit. 

3 These,  according  to  the  scholiast,  are  the  names  of  the 
Rishis. 

4 Syena  dsam  aditih  hahshyo  madah : syenu  is  interpreted 
sighra , quick,  and  aditi,  athamriddhah  : asdm}  of  these,  implies 
the  Soma~iu\ccs  ; mada , intoxication,  is  the  devata  of  he  verse. 
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drink : they  find  the  copious  draught  the  prompt  giver 
of  intoxication. 

12.  May  Sadaprina,  Yajata,  Bahuvrikta,  Sur- 
tavit,  Tarya,1  associated  with  you,  destroy  your  foes: 
the  Rishi  obtains  his  desires  in  both  (worlds),  and 
shines  brightly,  whenever  he  adores  with  well-mingled 
(offerings  and  praises)  the  host  (of  heaven). 

14.  Sutambhara  is  the  ministrant  priest  of  the 
institutor  of  the  sacrifice,2  the  causer  of  the  upward 
ascent  of  all  holy  rites:  the  milch-cow  offers  juicy 
(milk);  the  milk  is  distributed:  announcing  this  in 
order,  (Avatsara)  studies  (the  holy  texts)  without 
repose. 

14.  Him  who  is  ever  vigilant,  holy  verses  desire: 
to  him  who  is  ever  vigilant  sacred  songs  proceed : 
him  who  is  ever  vigilant  the  Soma  thus  addresses,  I 
am  always  abiding  in  thy  fellowship. 

15.  Agni  is  ever  vigilant,  and  him  holy  verses  de- 
sire: Agni  is  ever  vigilant,  and  to  him  sacred  songs 
proceed:  Agni  is  ever  vigilant,  and  him  the  Soma 
thus  addresses,  I am  ever  abiding  in  thy  fellowship. 


1 Names  of  Rishis  again. 

2 Sutarnbharo  yajamamusya  satpatih  : the  last,  according  to 
SdyanOj  is  put  for  hotri ; the  first  is  the  name  ot  a Rulti : its 
etymological  purport,  the  bearer  or  offerer  of  the  libation,  is  pos- 
sibly only  a metaphorical  personation,  and,  with  the  context, 
though  mystically  expressed,  merely  describes  the  effusion  of 
the  Sotna. 
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ANUVAKA  IV. 


S6kta  I.  (XLV.) 

The  deities  are  the  Viswadevas:  the  liishi  is  Sadaprina; 

the  metre  is  Trishtubh . 

1.  (Indra)  recovered  (the  hidden  cattle),  hurling  Vargnxxvi 
his  thunderbolt  from  heaven  at  the  prayers  of  the 
Angirasas:  the  rays  of  the  approaching  dawn  are 

spread  around : the  divine  sun,  scattering  the  clustered 
gloom,  Inis  risen  and  set  open  the  doors  of  (the  habi- 
tations of)  men. 

2.  The  sun  distributes  his  radiance  as  if  it  was  a 
substance : the  parent  of  the  rays  of  light,  (the  dawn), 
knowing  his  approach,  comes  from  the  spacious  (fir- 
mament) : the  rivers  with  running  waters  flow,  break- 
ing down  their  banks : the  heaven  is  stable  like  a well- 
constructed  pillar. 

3.  To  me,  when  offering  praise,  as  to  an  ancient 
author  of  sacred  songs,1  the  burthen  of  the  cloud 
(descends);  the  cloud  parts  (with  its  burthen);  the 
sky  performs  (its  office)  : the  assiduously  worshipping 
Angirasas  are  exhausted  by  much  (adoration). 

4.  Indra  and  Agni,  I invoke  you  for  my  salvation 
with  well-uttered  w'ords,  agreeable  to  the  gods;  for 
verily,  sages  excelling  in  sacrifice,  and  diligently 
adoring,  worship  you  with  sacred  songs,  prompt  as 
the  Maruts  (in  devotion). 

5.  Come  to-day  quickly : let  us  be  engaged  in  pious 
acts:  let  us  entirely  annihilate  the  hostile  : let  us 


1 Mahtnam  janttshe  purvyaye , stutinam  utpddayitre  prat- 
ndyay  to  hii  ancient  begetter  or  producer  of  praises. 
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keep  off  all  secret  enemies : let  us  hasten  to  the  pre- 
sence of  the  institutor  of  the  rite. 

6.  Come,  friends,  let  us  celebrate  that  solemn  rite 
which  was  effectual  in  setting  open  the  (secret)  stalls 
of  the  (stolen)  cattle;  by  which  Manu  overcame 
VisisirRA;1  by  which  the  merchant,  going  to  the  wood 
(for  it),  obtained  the  water.2 

7.  At  this  sacrifice  the  stone  (set  in  motion)  by  the 
hands  (of  the  priests)  makes  a noise,  whereby  the 
nine-month  ministrants  celebrated  the  ten-months 
worship  :3  when  SarAmX,4  going  to  the  ceremony,  dis- 
covered the  cattle,  and  Angiras  rendered  all  the  rites 
effective. 

8.  When  all  the  Angirasas,  on  the  opening  of  this 
adorable  dawTn,  came  in  contact  with  the  (discovered) 
cattle,  then  milk  and  the  rest  were  offered  in  the 
august  assembly,  for  SaramA  had  found  the  cows  by 
the  path  of  truth. 

9.  May  Surya,  lord  of  seven  steeds,  arrive,  for  he 
has  a distant  goal  (to  reach)  by  a tedious  route: 
fleet  as  a hawk  he  pounces  upon  the  offered  (sacrificial) 
food : ever  young  and  far-seeing,  he  shines,  moving 
amidst  rays  of  light. 

1 Ma nur- virinpra m jigdya : Manu  conquered  the  enemy 
without  a chin,  or  as  sipra  means  also  a nose,  it  might  mean 
noseless  : Sayana  also  says  Indra  and  Vritra  may  be  here 
intended. 

2 Vanij-vanhur  dpa  purhkam  : the  scholiast  says  this  alludes 
to  the  story  of  kakshivan : see  vol  i,  p.  291,  verse  11. 

3 Or,  when  the  priests  of  both  the  nine  and  ten  months  rites 
offered  worship : see  vol.  i.  p.  167,  note. 

* Saramd,  according  to  Sayana , may  here  signify  either 
flowing,  eulogistic,  or  sacred  speech,  saranasild  stutirupd  vdk, 
or,  as  usual,  the  bitch  of  Indra. 
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10.  Surya  has  ascended  above  the  glistening 
water,1  as  soon  as  he  has  put  to  his  bright-backed 
steeds:  sage  (worshippers)  have  drawn  him,  like  a 
ship,  across  the  sea : the  waters,  hearing  his  commands, 
have  come  down. 

11.  I offer  to  you,  (gods),  for  the  sake  of  water,  an 
all-bestowing  sacrifice,  whereby  the  nine-months  mini- 
strants  have  completed  the  ten  months  rite:  may 
we,  by  this  sacrifice,  be  the  protected  of  the  gods: 
may  we,  by  this  sacrifice,  cross  over  the  boundaries  of 
sin. 

S6kta  II.  (XLVI.) 

The  deities  of  the  first  six  stanzas  are  the  Viswadevas,  of  the 
last  two  the  wives  of  the  gods  ; the  Riihiii  Pratikshatra  ; 
the  metre  of  the  second  and  eighth  stanzas  is  Trishtubh , of 
the  rest  Jagati. 

1.  The  sage,  (Pratikshatra),  has,  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, attached  himself  to  the  burthen  (of  sacrifice), 
like  a horse  (to  a chariot) : I support  that  transcen- 
dant  and  preservative  load : I do  not  desire  release 
from  it,  nor  yet  its  reiterated  imposition:  the  sage, 
going  first,  conducts  (men)  by  the  right  path. 

2.  Agni,  Indra,  Varuna,  Mitra,  gods,  confer 
(upon  us)  strength : or,  company  of  the  Maruts,  or 
Vishnu,  (bestow  it) : and  may  both  the  Nasatyas, 
Rudra,  the  wives  of  the  gods,  Push  an,  Bhaga,  Saras- 
WATf,  be  pleased  (by  our  adoration). 

3.  I invoke  for  protection  Indra  and  Agni,  Mitra 


1 Suryo  druhat  sukram  arnas : Surya  has  mounted  the 
bright  water,  that  is,  the  commentator  says,  he  has  become 
everywhere  visible ; but  it  looks  very  like  an  allusion  to  the  sun’s 
rising  apparently  out  of  the  sea. 
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and  Varuna,  Aditi,  Swar,1  Earth , Heaven,  the 

Maruts,  the  clouds,  the  waters,  Vishnu,  Push  an, 

Brahmanaspati,  and  Savitri. 

• * • 

4.  Or  may  Vishnu  grant  us  felicity,  or  the  innox- 
ious wind,  or  Soma  the  bestower  of  riches;  or  may 
the  Ribhus,  the,  Aswins,  Twashtri,  or  Vibhwan  be 
favourably  disposed  to  our  enrichment. 

5.  Or  may  the  adorable,  heaven- abiding  company 
of  the  Maruts,  come  to  us  to  take  their  seats  on  the 
sacred  grass;  or  may  Brihaspati,  Pusiian,  Varuna, 
Mitra,  Aryaman,  bestow  upon  us  domestic  happiness. 

6.  Or  may  the  glorious  mountains,  the  beneficent 
rivers,  be  to  us  for  our  preservation : may  Bhaga,  the 
apportioner  of  wealth,  come  with  abundance  and  pro- 
tection: may  this  wide-pervading  Aditi  hear  my 
invocation. 

7.  May  the  wives  of  the  gods,  desiring  (our  homage), 
defend  us:  may  they  so  protect  us  that  (we  may  ob- 
tain) vigorous  (offspring)  and  abundant  food : whether 
terrestrial,  or  those  in  charge  of  the  waters  (in  the 
firmament),  do  you,  goddesses,  earnestly  invoked, 
bestow  upon  us  felicity. 

8.  Or  may  the  goddesses,  the  wives  of  the  gods, 
accept  (the  offering):  Indrani,  Agnayi,  the  radiant 
Aswixf,  RoDAsf,2  Varunani,  may  each  hear  (our 
prayer)  : may  the  goddesses  partake  (of  the  oblation)  :3 


1 Srvar  is  a name  of  Adilya  according  to  both  commentators, 
tins  and  the  preceding  stanza  occurring  also  in  the  Yajush , 33, 
48,  49. 

2 According  to  Yasha,  she  is  the  wife  of  Rudra:  we  have 
had  her  before  as  the  bride  of  the  Maruts,  vol.  ii.  p.  135,  v.  5. 

3 Vyantu  devih,  may  the  goddesses  cat,  Nirukta , xn.  4(>. 
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may  the  (personified)  season  of  the  wives  of  the  gods,1 
accept  it. 


THIRD  ADHYAYA. 


M AND  ALA  V.  ( continued .) 


A N U V A K A IV.  ( continued ). 


Sukta  III.  (XLVII.) 

The  deities  are  the  Viswadevas:  the  Rishi  is  Pratiratha; 

the  metre  is  Trishtubh. 

1.  Arousing  (men  to  their  labours),  the  adorable 
(Dawn)  comes  from  the  heaven,  a mighty  mother,  the 
awakener  of  her  daughter  (earth) 2 pious,  ever  young, 
and  glorified,  (she  comes),  when  invoked,  to  the 
chamber  of  sacrifice  with  the  protecting  (gods). 

2.  The  rays  (of  light)  extending  round,  fulfilling 
their  duty  (of  bringing  on  the  day),  abiding  in  contact 
with  the  orb  of  the  immortal  (sun),  unlimited  and 
diffusive,  spread  everywhere  through  heaven  and 
earth. 


1 Yd  ritur  janfndm,  that  which  is  the  time  of  the  wives  of 
the  gods,  that  is,  the  goddesses  presiding  over  it : yo  devajd- 
ydndm  halos- tadabhimand  devyah. 

2 Duhitur  bodhayunti , bhumyd  bodhavi  hurvand , making 
the  awaking  of  the  daughter,  the  comment  says,  -of  the  earth  : 
in  a subsequent  passage  quoted  by  Sayana  we  have  Ushas 
called  divur  duhitd  b/wvanasya  patni , the  daughter  of  heaven, 
the  bride  of  earth  : she  is  most  usually  designated  the  daughter 
of  heaven  : sec  vol  II.  p.  10,  verse  3. 


/ 
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3.  The  showerer  (of  rain),  the  shedder  of  dew,  the 
radiant  and  quick-going  (car)  has  entered  the  region 
of  the  paternal  east:  the  many- tinted  and  pervading1 
(luminary)  proceeds  to  both  extremities  of  the  firma- 
ment, (and  so)  preserves  (the  world). 

4.  The  four  (chief  priests)2  sustain  him  (with  ob- 
lations and  praises),  seeking  their  own  welfare:  the 
ten  (regions  of  space)  invigorate  him,  their  embryo,  to 
travel  (his  daily  course) : his  three  elementary  rays3 
swiftly  traverse  the  boundaries  of  the  sky. 

5.  (Behold),4  men,  this  indescribable  form  from 
which  the  rivers  (spring),  and  where  the  waters  dwell; 
which  (form,  the  firmament),  the  two,  (day  and  night), 
associated  and  equally  allied,  as  well  as  other  (seasons), 
born  (of  it,  as  of  a parent),  here  and  there  sustain.5 

6.  To  him  (worshippers)  multiply  praises  and 
acts  of  adoration : for  (him  as  for)  a son,  the  (divine) 
mothers  weave  garments  (of  light) : rejoicing  in  the 

1 Prisnir  asm  a.  vichakrame  raj  a spa  tyantau , also  Yajur- 

Veda , 17,  10,  where,  besides  the  explanation  given  by  Sdyana , 
as  in  the  translation,  Mahtdhara  takes  the  word  asmd , rendered 
by  him  as  by  Sdyana , vydpaka,  or  sarvatra  vydpta,  pervading; 
also  in  its  usual  sense  of  stone,  alluding,  he  says,  to  a pash  ana, 
or  stone,  which  in  some  ceremonies  is  placed  in  the  Ahavaniya 
fire,  and  to  it  he  applies  the  epithets  that  are,  in  the  other  inter- 
pretation, ascribed  to  Surya  : Sdyana  probably  refers  to  this 
when  he  intimates  that  asma  may  also  imply  a simile,  the  term 
of  comparison  being  dropped,  luptopama  vd  asma  sadrisak. 

3  The  text  has  only  chatvdrahy  four  : the  comment  supplies 
liitvijah. 

3 Tridhdtavo  gavahy  supposed  to  be  the  causes  of  cold,  heat, 
and  min. 

4 It  may  be  rendered,  also,  men,  look  at  the  form  which 
is  to  be  seen : the  text  has  no  verb. 

5 It  is  not  very  clear  what  is  intended,  but  apparently  the 
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contact  of  their  impregnation,  the  wives  of  the  sun, 
(the  solar  rays),  come  to  our  presence  by  the  path  of 
the  sky. 

7.  May  this  (hymn),  Mitra  and  Varuna,  be  valued 
(by  you) : may  it,  Agni,  be  valued  (by  thee)  as  the 
means  to  us  of  happiness  unmixed:  may  we  (thence) 
obtain  stability  and  permanence  : reverence  be  to  thee, 
radiant  and  mighty  asylum  (of  the  universe). 

StfKTA  IV.  (XLVIII.) 

The  deities  as  before ; the  Rishi  is  Pratibhanu  ; the  metre 

Jug  all. 

1.  When  may  we  offer  adoration  to  the  benevolent 
splendour,  strong  in  its  own  (strength),  self-sustaining 
with  food,  deserving  of  worship : when  the  delusive 
(energy  of  Agni),  investing  (the  heavens),  spreads  the 
waters  above  the  clouds  over  the  unbounded  firma- 
ment.* 1 

2.  These  dawns  diffuse  the  consciousness  that  is 
apprehended  by  pious  men,  and  (overspread)  the 
whole  world  with  uniform,  investing  (light) : the  de- 
vout man  disregards  the  dawns  which  have  turned 
back,  and  (those  which)  are  to  come,2  and  improves 
(his  understanding)  by  those  which  have  preceded.3 

scholiast  understands  it  to  mean  that  the  firmament  is  supported 
or  maintained  in  its  place  by  the  various  changes  of  times  and 
seasons  which  it  may  be  considered  to  generate. 

1 This  is  addressed  to  Agni  as  the  lightning. 

2 Apo,  apdcMr-apara  apejatt : the  scholiast  renders  apachih 
by  pra l i nivri t tamu h Ink , apard  by  agd mi nir- ush asah,  and  the 
verb  by  apachdlayati , he  causes  to  go  away,  he  sends  away 
future  dawns  with  averted  faces:  the  first  apa  is  considered  a 
pleonasm. 

3 Pra  purvabliis-tirate : pratirate  is  explained  vardhayati 
sira  manishdm , or  sirayam  vardhate. 
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3.  (Animated)  by  the  libations  offered  by  day  and 
by  night,  (Indua)  sharpens  his  vast  thunderbolt  against 
the  beguiler  (Vritra);  he  whose  hundred  (rays)  at- 
tend him  in  his  own  abode,  sending  away,  and  bringing 
back  (revolving)  days. 

4.  (I  behold)  the  practice  6f  that  (Agni)  as  of  a 
deputy:1  I celebrate  the  host  (of  rays)  of  that  (re- 
splendent form,  (designed)  for  the  enjoyment  (of 
mankind) : if  he  be  with  (the  worshipper),  he  bestows 
upon  the  man  who  invokes  him  at  a sacrifice  such 
opulence  as  a mansion  abounding  with  food. 

5.  Blazing  with  his  (fiery)  tongue  in  the  four 
quarters  (of  the  horizon),  he  proceeds  (to  the  sacri- 
fice), wearing  beautiful  (lustre),  the  disperser  of  dark- 
ness, extirpating  foes  : we  know  him  not  (as  endowed) 
with  manhood,2  whereby  this  adorable  Savitri  bestows 
desirable  (wealth). 

Sukta  V.  (XLIX.) 

The  deities  are  the  same;  the  Rishi  is  Pratiprabma  ; the 

metre  is  Trishtubh. 

1.  For  you,  (worshippers),  I approach  to  day  the 
divine  Savitri  and  Bhaga,  the  distributors  of  precious 


1 Tdm  asya  ritivi  parasor-iva : the  text  has  no  verb:  the 
comment  supplies  pasydmi , and  interprets parasu  by  pratinidhi , 
a deputy,  a substitute  : in  like  manner  as  a deputy  fulfils  the 
will  of  his  master,  so  the  functions  of  Agni  make  him  the 
deputy  or  repr<  sentative  of  the  yajamdna ; or  parasu  may  imply 
an  axe,  as  usual,  which  accomplishes  the  object  of  the  wood- 
cutter, as  Agni  does  that  of  the  sacrificer. 

2 Na  tasya  vidma  purushatvatd  vayam : the  scholiast  says 
(asya  is  for  tarn , we  do  not  know  him,  joined  with  or  possessed 
o fynkfam,  manliness,  purmhatvcna , or  the  property  of  fulfilling 
desires,  hdmdnam  pur ahat vena 
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(wealth)1  amongst  men  : Aswins,  (leaders  of  rites), 
enjoy ers  of  many  (good  things),  desiring  your  friend- 
ship, I solicit  your  daily  presence. 

2.  Knowing  the  approach  of  the  expeller  (of  the 
foes  of  the  gods  from  heaven),  worship  the  divine 
Savitri  with  holy  hymns : praise  him  with  reverence, 
distinguishing  him  as  distributing  precious  (treasures) 
amongst  men. 

3.  PtJSHAN,  Biiaga,  Aditi,  bestow  (severally)  ex- 
cellent viands : 2 the  fierce  (sun)  robes  (himself  with 
radiance) : the  good-looking  (deities),  Indra,  Vishnu, 
Vabuna,  Mitra,  Agni,  give  birth  to  happy  days. 

4.  May  the  irreproachable  Savitri  (grant)  us  that 
desirable  (wealth) : may  the  flowing  rivers  hasten  to 
(convey)  it  to  us ; for  which  purpose  I,  the  ministering 
priest  of  the  sacrifice,  repeat  (pious  praises) : affluent 
in  food,  may  we  be  the  lords  of  (manifold)  riches. 

5.  May  ample  wealth  devolve  upon  those  who  have 
presented  victims  to  the  Vasus,3  and  upon  those  who 


1 This  function  has  been  before  assigned  to  Bhaga , Sukta 
xlvi.  verse  6 : he  was  there  named  Bhago  vibhahta  explained 
dhananam  vibhdgaharttd  : here  he  is  designated  ratnam  vibha- 
jantarn : the  scholiast  first  applies  ratnam  to  havuth,  the  oblation ; 
but  he  also  says  yajamdndrtham  dhanam  vibhajantam : see  also 
Mandala  iv.  17.  11,  where  he  is  called  rdyo  vibhahta. 

2 Adatrayd  dayate  varydni : the  first  is  explained  adant - 
ydni,  eatables:  the  verb  also,  it  is  said,  may  be  governed  by  yl^m' 
understood,  when  the  phrase  will  mean,  Agni  consumes  excel- 
lent consumable  timbers,  varamydni  h&shthani  dahate  : in  that 
case  the  other  terms,  usually  proper  names,  will  become  epithets, 
meaning  the  nourishing,  the  desirable,  the  uninjurable  Agni. 

3 JPra  ye  vasubhya  ivada  namah : ivad  namah  are  inter- 
preted gamanavad  annam , food  having  motion,  that  is,  papwdt- 
maham,  the  same  with  animals. 

VOL.  II L 
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have  repeated  praises  to  Mitiu  and  Varuna:  confer 
upon  them,  (gods),  felicity,  and  may  we  rejoice  in  the 
protection  of  heaven  and  earth. 

SGkta  VI.  (L.) 

The  deities  as  before ; the  llishi  is  Swasti;  the  metre  is  Anush- 
tubh,  except  in  the  fifth  stanza,  in  which  it  is  Pankti. 

1.  Let  every  man  solicit  the  friendship  of  the 
divine  leader  (of  heaven,  the  sun) : let  every  man 
desire  (of  him)  riches:  let  him  request  affluence 
(wherewith)  to  nourish  (his  descendants).1 

2.  Divine  (leader  of  heaven),  these  (worshippers) 
are  thine,  and  (so  are  they)  who  praise  these  (other 
gods):  these  (both)  we  associate  with  opulence,  we 
(seek)  to  unite  with  (our)  desires.2 

3.  Worship,  therefore,  the  leaders  (of  our  rites), 
our  guests,  (the  gods),  and  the  wives  (of  the  deities)  :3 
may  the  (divine)  discriminator  drive  to  a distance 
every  adversary,  (and  all  our)  enemies. 

4.  Whence  the  victim  fit  to  be  bound,  the  subject 
(of  the  sacrifice),  has  been  stationed  (at  the  sacrificial 
post)  :4  he,  (Savitri),  with  mind  well  disposed  towards 


1 Yajur-  Veda,  4.  8. 

2 Te  ray  a te  hi  a priche  sachemahi  sachathyai,  is  not  very 
perspicuous,  and  the  explanation  of  Sdyana , followed  in  the 
translation,  does  not  materially  improve  it,  te  ubhaye  dhanena  • 
sachemahi,  te  hi  te  dparchaniydh  sarvaih  hdmaih  sanyach - 
cithern  a hi. 

3 Ato  na  a nr'rn  atithin , at  ah  patiiir  dasasyata  : the  verb 
may  be  differently  interpreted,  and  the  text  imply,  bestow  upon 
us  mule  descendants,  guests,  and  wives. 

4 Yatra  vahnir-abhihitah  might  mean,  where  the  fire  is 
placed,  hut  Sdyana  interprets  vahni , yajnasya  vudhd , the  bearer 
of  the  sacrifice  which,  front  the  following  epithet,  dronya,  fit  for 
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the  worshipper,  the  donor  of  dwellings  and  descen- 
dants is  like  a clever  wife,* 1  the  bestower  (of  wealth). 

5.  Leader  (of  heaven),  may  this  thy  protecting 
chariot,  laden  with  riches,  (come  for  our)  happiness: 
praisers  of  the  honoured  (Savitri),  we  glorify  him  for 
felicity  through  well-being : praisers  of  the  gods,  we 
glorify  (them). 

Sukta  VII.  (LI.) 

The  deities  and  Ilishi  as  before ; the  metre  of  the  first  four 

stanzas  is  Gayatri , of  the  next  six  Ushnih,  of  the  next  three 

TrUhtubh , and  of  the  last  Anushtubh. 

1.  Come,  Agni,  with  all  the  protecting  deities,2  to 
drink  the  libation : come  with  the  gods. 

2.  (Gods  who  are)  devoutly  praised  and  worshipped 
in  truth,  come  to  the  sacrifice,  and  drink  the  libation 
with  the  tongue  of  Agni. 

3.  Sage  and  adorable  Agni,  come  with  the  wise  and 
early-stirring  divinities  to  drink  the  Soma  libation. 

4.  This  Soma-juice,  effused  into  the  ladles,  is 
poured  out  into  the  vase,  acceptable  to  Indra  and 
Vayu. 

5.  Come,  Vayu,  propitious  to  the  offerer  of  the 
libation,  to  partake  of  the  sacrificial  food,  and  drink 
of  the  effused  juice. 

6.  Indra  and  Vayu,  you  ought  to  drink  of  these 


the  tree,  that  is,  for  the  yupa,  or  post  to  which  the  animal  is 
tied,  he  concludes  must  mean  pasu,  the  victim. 

1 Arna  dhireva , aranakusala  yoshidiva,  like  a woman  skilful 
in  going  or  in  pleasing : the  sense  of  drana  is,  however,  doubtful. 

* Umebhihf  rnhshakuih : we  have  had  the  umas  before  as  a 
class  of deities,  sometimes  identified  with  the  Pitris:  see  v»>l.  it. 
335,  note. 

Z 2 
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libations : be  gratified  by  them,  benevolent  (divinities)* 
and  partake  of  the  sacrificial  food. 

7.  The  &wta-juices  mixed  with  curds  are  poured 
out  to  Indra  and  to  VAyu:  the  sacrificial  viands  pro- 
ceed to  you  as  rivers  flow  downwards. 

8.  Accompanied  by  all  the  gods,  accompanied  by 
the  Aswins,  and  by  Ushas,  come,  Agni,  and,  like 
Atri,  delight  in  the  libation.1 

9.  Accompanied  by  Mitra  and  Varuna,  accom- 
panied by  Soma  and  Vishnu,  come,  Agni,  and,  like 
Atri.  delight  in  the  libation. 

10.  Accompanied  by  Adit y a and  the  Vasus,  ac- 
companied by  Indra  and  by  VAyu,  come,  Agni,  and, 
like  Atri,  delight  in  the  libation. 

11.  May  the  Aswins  contribute  to  our  prosperity:'2 
may  Bhaga,  and  the  divine  Aditi  (contribute)  to 
(our)  prosperity:  may  the  irresistible  Vishnu,  the 
scatterer  (of  foes),  bestow  upon  us  prosperity:  may 
the  conscious  Heaven  and  Earth  (bestow  upon  us) 
prosperity. 

12.  We  glorify  V^yu  for  prosperity,  Soma  for  pro- 
sperity, he  who  is  the  protector  of  the  world:  (we 
praise)  BrihaspaH  (attended  by)  all  the  com- 
panies (of  the  deities),  for  prosperity,  and  for  our 

/ 

prosperity  may  the  Adityas  be  ours. 

13.  May  all  the  gods  be  with  us  to  day  for  our 


1 Atri  may  be  also  used  for  the  sacrifice  of  the  Ilushi;  delight 
as  at  the  yajna  of  Atri. 

The  term  in  this  and  the  following  similar  passages  is  always 
swcuti-swa&ti  no  mimitam  asivind , interpreted  avindsam  kshe- 
mam,  imperishable  prosperity,  or,  literally,  well-being,  welfare. 
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prosperity : may  Agni,  the  benefactor  of  all  men,  and 
giver  of  dwellings,  (be  with  us)  for  (our)  prosperity : 
may  the  divine  Ribhns  protect  us  for  (our)  prosperity : 
may  Ruhr  A preserve  us  from  iniquity  for  (our)  pro- 
sperity. 

14.  Mitra  and  Yaruna,  grant  us  prosperity:  Path 
(of  the  firmament),  and  Goddess  of  riches,1  (grant  us) 
prosperity:  may  Inpra  and  Agni  (grant  us)  pro- 
sperity : Aditi,  bestow  prosperity  upon  us. 

15.  May  we  ever  follow  prosperously  our  path,  like 
the  sun  and  the  moon : may  we  be  associated  with  a 
requiting,- grateful,  and  recognisant  (kinsman).2 

St/KTA  VIII.  (LIT.) 

The  deities  are  the  Maruts;  the  Rishi  i9  Syavaswa  ; the 
metre  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  stanzas  is  Pankti,  of  the  rest 
Anush  tub  h. 

1.  Offer  worship  with  perseverance,  SyXvXswa,  to 
the  praise-deserving  Maruts;  they  who  are  adorable 


1 Pathye , Rcvati,  are  considered  as  two  proper  names, 
Pathyd  that  of  a goddess  presiding  over  the  Antariksha , and 
Revati,  of  a goddess  presiding  over  riches : it  may  be  doubted 
if  there  is  any  better  authority  for  these  divinities  than  ety- 
mology. 

2 Punardadatd , aghnatd,  jdnata,  with  one  who  gives  again, 
one  who  does  not  kill  or  harm,  usually,  one  who  does  not  make 
an  evil  return  to  kindness,  one  who  is  grateful,  although  Sdyana 
here  explains  it,  one  who  does  not  inflict  injury  by  long-suspended 
anger : jdnata,  by  one  knowing,  he  says,  is  meant  one  who  does 
not  cut  an  old  acquaintance,  madiyas-chirahalam  gatah  ho  ayam 
iti  sandeham  akurvatu , by  one  who  does  not  feel  any  doubt, 
saying,  who  is  this  of  mine  that  has  been  long  since  gone  away: 
to  these  designations;  bandhujatia,  a kinsman,  is  to  be  applied, 
bandhujanena  sangamemahi. 
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and  delight  in  the  daily  offered  and  inoffensive  sacri- 
ficial food. 

2.  They  are  the  firm  friends  of  steady  vigour,  who, 
proceeding  resolute  on  their  way,  willingly  protect 
(our)  numerous  (descendants). 

3.  Gliding  along,  and  shedding  moisture,  they  pass 
through  the  nights : therefore  we  now  celebrate  the 
might  of  the  Maruts,  manifested  in  both  heaven  and 
earth. 

4.  We  enjoin  you,  (priests),  to  offer  earnestly  praise 
and  sacrifice  to  the  Maruts,  who,  through  all  human 
ages,  protect  the  mortal  worshipper  from  harfn. 

5.  Offer  sacrifice  to  the  adorable  Maruts,  who  (have 
come)  from  heaven,  who  are  worthy  of  worship,  muni- 
ficent leaders  (of  rites),  and  possessors  of  unequalled . 
strength. 

6.  Leaders  (of  the  rains),  the  mighty  Maruts  shine 
with  brilliant  ornaments  and  weapons,  and  hurl  jave- 
lins (at  their  foes,  the  clouds):  the  lightnings,  like 
roaring  (torrents),  daily  follow  the  Maruts  : the 
radiance  of  the  resplendent  (cohort)  spontaneously 
breaks  forth; 

7.  The  Maruts,  who  are  of  the  earth1  are  aug- 
mented, so  are  those  in  the  vast  firmament:  they 
increase  in  the  force  of  the  rivers,  and  in  the  aggregate 
of  the  spacious  heaven. 

8.  Glorify  the  truth-invigorated  and  infinite  strength 
of  the  Maruts,  for  they,  the  leaders  (of  the  rains), 
gliding  along,  are  labouring  voluntarily  for  (our) 
good. 

9.  Whether  they  (abide)  on  the  Parushni  (river), 

1 Y<>  pdrthivd , prith i visa mbaddUdh,  connected  with  the  earth. 
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or,  purifying  (all),  they  clothe  themselves  with  light,1 
or  whether  they  break  th rough  the  clouds  with 
strength  by  the  wheels  of  their  chariots; 

•10.  (Whether),  following  the  paths  that  lead  (to 
us),  or  that  spread  diversely,  or  those  that  sink  into 
the  hollows  (of  the  mountain),  or  those  that  extend 
smoothly,2  they,  (however)  scattered,  accept  the  sacri- 
fice for  my  benefit,  (when  invoked  by  these  appella- 
tions). 

11.  Now,  leaders  (of  the  rains),  they  support  (the 
world) : now,  blending  together,  they  (bear  the  obla- 
tion : now,  situated  remote,  (they  uphold  distant 
objects)  :3  so  may  their  manifold  forms  be  manifest. 

12.  The  reciters  of  sacred  metres,  desirous  of 
water,  and  celebrating  (the  Maruts),  have  drawn 
them  to  (provide)  a well  (for  Gotama)4:  some  of 
them,  (invisible)  as  thieves,  have  been  my  defenders: 
some  have  been  (obvious)  to  view  through  the  light 
(of  life). 

13.  Glorify,  Rishi , with  grateful  praise,  the  com- 
pany of  the  Maruts,  who  are  manifest,  bright  with 


1 Urndvasata  sundhyavah , dlplih  sodhikdh  dchchhddayanti  : 
purifiers  they  put  on  light : the  last  is  perhaps  a more  correct 
form  of  the  noun  than  stindhyuvah,  as  formerly  given,  vol.  n. 
p.  11.  note. 

2 The  words  so  rendered  are  Apathayah , Vipathayah , An  tan- 
pat  hdh,  An  u pat  hah,  which  may  also  be  considered  as  the  proper 
names  of  the*e  four  orders  of  the  Afanits. 

3 The  text  has  only  adhd  pdrdvafdh , the  latter  being  formed 
from  pardcat,  duraderah,  a distant  place  or  country,  tat  namban- 
dhinah  being  in  relation  to  it;  that  is,  according  to  Sdyuna, 
the  winds  being  in  the  firmament  give  support  to  the  distant 
stars  and  planets. 

4 See  vol.  I.  p.  221,  verse*  11. 
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lightning  lances,  who  are  wise,  and  the  creators  (of 
all  things). 

14.  Approach,  Riski , with  offerings  and  with  praise, 
the  company  of  the  Maruts  like  a friend  r1  come,  sus- 
taining (Maruts),  with  your  strength,  from  heaven  or 
(any  other  region),  glorified  by  our  hymns. 

15.  Glorifying  them  promptly,  desiring  not  to 
bring  (other)  deities  to  (his)  presence,  let  (the  wor- 
shipper) associate  his  gifts  with  those  wise  (divinities) 
renowned  for  their  velocity,  and  distributors  (of 
rewards). 

16.  To  me,  inquiring  of  their  kindred,  the  sage 
(Maruts)  have  uttered  a reply:  they  have  declared 
Prisni  (to  be  their)  mother;  the  mighty  ones  have 
declared  the  food-bestowing  Rudra  (to  be  their) 
father. 

17.  May  the  seven  times  seven  all-potent  (Maruts, 
aggregated  as)  a single  troop,2  bestow  upon  me  hun- 
dreds (of  cattle) : may  I possess  wealth  of  cows,  re- 
nowned upon  the  (banks  of)  the  Yamuna :3  may  I 
possess  wealth  of  horses. 

Sukta  IX.  (LIII.) 

The  deities  and  Rishi  as  before ; the  metre  varies ; that  of  the 
first,  fifth,  tend),  eleventh,  and  fifteenth  verses  is  Kakubh  ; of 
the  sixth,  seventh,  ninth,  thirteenth,  and  fourteenth  is  Sato - 


1 Mitram  na  may  also  be  rendered  ddityam  iva , like  the  sun. 

2 According  to  another  text,  there  are  seven  troops  of  the 
J laruts,  each  consisting  of  seven,  making  up  the  usual  number 
of  forty-nine,  suggesting,  most  probably,  rather  than  suggested 
by,  the  absurd  legend  given  in  the  Purdnas , Vishnu  Pur . 151. 

3 Yamnnaydm  adhi  srutam  rddho  gavyam  is  rather  a re- 
markable passage,  as  if  an  allusion  were  intended  to  Gokula , 

the  scene  of  Krishna's  bovhood. 
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brihati ; of  the  eighth  and  twelfth  Gayatri ; of  the  second 

Brihati ; of  the  third  Anushtubh ; and  of  the  fourth  Pura- 

ushnih, 

1.  Who  knows  the  birth  of  these  (Maruts)?  who 
has  formerly  been  (participant)  of  the  enjoyments  of 
the  Maruts  (by  whom)  the  spotted  deer  are  har- 
nessed (to  their  chariots)? 

2.  Who  has  heard  them,  when  standing  in  their 
cars,  (declare)  whither  they  go?  upon  what  liberal 
worshipper  do  their  kindred  rains  descend  together 
with  manifold  food? 

3.  To  me  have  they  spoken;  they  who  came  to  me 
with  radiant  steeds  to  (drink)  the  exhilarating  beve- 
rage : to  me  (they  have  said),  when  beholding  them, 
who  are  the  formless1  leaders  (of  rites),  and  friends  of 
man,  repeat  our  praise. 

4.  (The  praise  of  them)  who  are  all  self-irradiating, 
splendid  in  ornaments,  in  arms,  in  garlands,  in  breast- 
plates, in  bracelets,2  in  chariots,  in  bows. 

5.  I contemplate  your  chariots,  munificent  Maruts, 
with  delight,  like  wandering  lights  in  the  rains. 

6.  Leaders  (of  the  rain),  munificent  givers,  they 
cause  that  which  is'  the  treasury  (of  water)  to  fall 
from  the  sky  for  (the  benefit  of)  the  donor  (of  the 
offering) : they  let  loose  the  rain  cloud,  and  the  shed- 
ders  of  rain  spread  (everywhere)  with  (abundant) 
water. 


1 Areyasaliy  alepa,  may  mean  intangible. 

2 Khadisku:  in  a former  passage  khddi  was  interpreted  liasta 
tr&nakciy  a guard  for  the  hand  or  arm,  vol.  ij.  p.  156,  verse  3: 
it  is  here  rendered  hastapddasthita  katahdhy  rings  for  the  hands 
or  feet,  bracelets  or  anklets. 
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7.  The  gliding  (torrents),  issuing  (from  the  clouds), 
overspread  the  firmament  with  water,  as  milch-cows 
(yield  milk),  and  like  rapid  horses  let  loose  upon  the 
road,  the  rivers  rush  in  various  directions. 

8.  Come,  Maruts,  from  heaven,  from  the  firma- 
ments, or  from  this  (earth) ; tarry  not  far  off. 

9.  Let  not  the  Rasa,  the  AnitabJia , the  KubJid,' 
or  the  wide-roving  ocean1  2 delay  you : let  not  the 
watery  Sarayu  oppose  you:  may  the  happiness  of 
your  (approach)  be  ours. 

10.  I praise  that  brilliant  company  of  the  Maruts, 
who  have  your  strength  of  recent  chariots,  you  whom 
the  rains  attend. 

11.  Let  us  wait  with  sacred  praises  and  holy  rites 
upon  your  several  strength,  and  separate  troop,  and 
individual  company. 

12.  To  what  well-born  and  oblation-giving  (wor- 
shipper) will  the  Maruts  proceed  to-day  in  this  their 
car? 

13.  With  the  same  (goodwill)  that  you  bestow 
imperishable  grain-seed3  upon  a son,  or  grandson 
bestow  it  upon  us,  for  we  ask  of  you  life-sustaining 
and  auspicious  wealth. 

14.  May  we  overcome  our  secret  and  reviling  ad- 
versaries, having  departed  from  iniquity  by  good 
deeds:  may  we  possess,  Maruts,  through  the  rain 


1 Names  of  rivers,  according  to  the  comment. 

2 Kramuh  sindhuh  is  explained  sarvatra  hramanah  samudra , 
the  everywhere-going  ocean. 

3 Dh&nyam  v'ljam  akxliitam  : unperishing  grain-seed  is  the 
literal  interpretation:  perhaps  a copulative  is  required,  grain  and 
seed,  only,  in  fact,  the  grain  is  the  seed. 
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(sent  by  you),  unmixed  happiness,  water,  cattle,  and 
herbs. 

. 15.  Renowned  (host  of)  Maruts,  leaders  (of  rites), 
that  mortal  is  favoured  by  the  gods,  and  blessed  with 
progeny,  whom  you  protect : may  we  be  such  as  he  is. 

16.  Praise  the  givers  of  enjoyment,  (the  Maruts), 
at  the  sacrifice  of  this  worshipper,  (for  they)  delight 
in  (pious  praise),  like  cattle  in  fodder:  wherefore 
call  upon  them  as  if  upon  old  friends;  praise  them, 
desirous  of  praise,  with  a sacred  hymn. 

S6kta  X.  (LIV.) 

The  deities  and  Ris/ii  as  before;  the  metre  is  Jagati , in  the 
fourteenth  stanza  Trishtubh. 

1.  Offer  praise  to  the  company  of  the  Maruts, 
the  self-irradiating,  the  precipitators  of  mountains: 
present  liberal  oblations  to  the  assuagers  of  heat,  to 
those  who  come  from  the  sky,  to  whom  solemn  rites 
are  familiar,1  to  the  givers  of  abundant  food. 

2.  Your  (cohort),  Maruts,  is  conspicuous,  mighty, 
shedding  water  and  augmenting  food:  yoking  your 
horses  (to  your  cars),  spreading  everywhere,  and  com- 
bined with  the  lightning,  the  triple-( stationed  com- 
pany) roars  aloud,  and  the  circumambient  waters  fall 
upon  the  earth. 

3.  The  Maruts  (appear)  radiant  with  lightning, 
leaders  (of  the  rain),  armed  with  weapons  of  adamant, 
blazing  with  the  wind,  the  precipitators  of  mountains, 
the  repeated  distributors  of  water,  wielders  of  the 


1 P rishthaynjvane  : by  whom  the  sacrifices  called  Prishtha 
are  made:  these  are  said  to  be  six,  of  which  two  only  are  spe- 
cified by  the  scholiast,  Rathautara  and  lirihat , JShatprish- 
t ha  ih  R at  ha  n ta  rabrihaddd  ib/t  ir  ijdndya. 


Varga  XIV. 
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thunderbolt,  roaring  in  concert,  combining  (to  send 
rain),  and  of  exceeding  strength. 

4.  Powerful  Budras,  you  urge  on  the  nights  and 
days,  the  firmament  and  the  worlds:  agitators  (of  all 
things),  you  toss  the  clouds  like  ships  (in  the  sea), 
so  (you  throw  down)  the  strong  places  (of  the  enemy) ; 
but,  Maruts,  you  do  no  harm. 

5.  Your  prowess,  Maruts,  has  spread  wide  your 
glory  as  the  sun  (sends  afar  his)  radiance,  or  the  white 
(horses  of  the  gods  travel  far)  in  their  course : of  un- 
bounded lustre,  you  clove  the  cloud  withholding  the 
waters. 

6.  Maruts,  dispensers  of  rain,  your  strength  is 
manifested  when,  shaking  the  water-laden  cloud,  you 
let  loose  the  shower:  conjointly  propitiated,  conduct 
us  by  an  easy  path  leading  to  prosperity,  as  the  eye 
(shows  the  way). 

7.  The  sage,  or  the  sovereign,  whom  you,  Maruts, 
direct,  is  never  overcome  nor  slain : he  perishes  not, 
nor  suffers  pain,  nor  undergoes  injury,  nor  are  his 
riches  or  his  safety  imperilled. 

8.  Lords  of  the  Niyut  steeds,  overcomers  of  multi- 
tudes, leaders  (of  rites),  radiant  as  the  Adityas , are 
the  dispensers  of  water:  when  sovereign  lords,  they 
fill  the  clouds,  and,  loud  sounding,  moisten  the  earth 
with  sweet  (watery)  sustenance. 

9.  This  wide-extended  earth  is  for  the  Maruts;1 
the  spacious  heaven  is  for  the  spreading  winds ; the 


1 Pravadvati  prithivi:  a set  of  changes  is  here  rung  upon 
the  double  compound,  pra-vat,  having  extent,  extension,  and  vat , 
again,  having  or  possessing,  pravadvatf  extensive,  or  it  may 
imply,  having  pre-eminence,  as  indicated  by  pra , prai:  another 
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paths  of  the  firmament  are  provided  (for  their  course) ; 
for  them  the  expanding  clouds  quickly  bestow  (their 
gifts). 

10.  Maruts  of  combined  strength,  leaders  of  the 
universe,* 1  guides  of  heaven,  when  the  sun  has  risen 
you  rejoice  (in  the  Soma  beverage),  then  your  rapid 
steeds  know  no  relaxation,  but  quickly  you  reach  the 
limits  of  this  road  (to  the  sacrifice). 

11.  Lances  (gleam),  Maruts,  upon  your  shoulders,  Varga  xvi. 
anklets  on  your  feet,  golden  cuirasses  on  your  breasts, 

and  pure  (waters  shine)  in  your  chariots : lightnings 
blazing  with  fire  glow  in  your  hands,  and  golden  tiaras 
are  towering  on  your  heads.2 

12.  Maruts,  when  moving,  you  agitate  the  heaven 
of  unchecked  radiance,  and  (stir)  the  bright  water  :3 
when  you  combine  your  energies  and  are  shining 
brilliantly,  and  when  purposing  to  send  down  rain,  you 
utter  a loud  shout.4 

13.  May  we,  who  are  possessed  of  chariots,  intelli- 


meaning  is  also  given  to  it,  taUpard , being  subject  to  it,  as  the 
earth  is  subject  to  the  Maruts , or  they  pervade  the  whole  earth, 
kritmam  bhumim  vydpnuvanti : so  the  heaven  is  pravadvati , 
spacious,  or  subject  to  the  pravats , pravadbhyah , the  pre-emi- 
nent or  spreading  Maruts , and  so  on. 

1 Sicarnarah  is  interpreted  sarvasya  netarah , leaders  of  all ; 
divo  narah , leaders  of  heaven,  follows. 

2 Siprdh  tirshasu  vitata  hiranyayayih : sipra  is  explained 
ushnishamayyuh , composed  of  turbans  or  head-dresses. 

3 Ilusat  pippalam,  subhravarnam  udakam , or  it  may  be 
applied  to  nakam , the  heaven  of  bright  water,  the  firmament. 

4 The  text  changes  the  person  of  the  verb,  yat  swaranti  gho - 
sham , when  they  sound  a noise  ; and  this  suggests  to  the  scho- 

* hast  to  propose  other  explanations,  as  when  they,  the  Asuras, 
make  a fearful  noise,  or  when  the  worshippers  utter  loud  praises. 
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gent  Maruts,  become  (proprietors)  of  wealth,  com- 
prising food  bestowed  by  you : of  wealth  that  vanishes 
not,  as  Tishya1  (declines  not)  from  the  sky : therefore, 
Maruts,  gratify  us  with  infinite  (riches). 

14.  You  bestow,  Maruts,  wealth  and  enviable 
posterity ; you  protect  the  sage  learned  in  the  Sama  :2 
you  grant  horses  and  food  to  (me)  the  ministrant 
priest;  you  render  a prince  prosperous. 

15.  Therefore  do  I solicit  wealth  of  you,  who  are 
prompt  to  grant  protection,  whereby  we  may  multiply 
our  descendants,  as  the  sun  (spreads  wide  his  rays)  : 
be  propitiated,  Maruts,  by  this  my  praise,  by  the 
efficacy  whereof  may  we  pass  over  a hundred  winters. 

StfKTA  XI.  (LV.) 

The  deities  and  21  is  hi  as  before:  the  metre  of  the  last  verse  is 
• 7 

Trishtubhy  of  the  rest  Jayati. 

Varga  xvii.  1.  The  adorable  Maruts,  armed  with  bright  lances 
and  cuirassed  with  golden  breastplates,  enjoy  vigorous 
existence : may  the  cars  of  the  quick-moving  (Maruts) 
arrive  for  our  good. 

2.  Maruts,  you  have  of  yourselves  maintained  your 
vigour  according  as  you  judge  (fit) : you  shine  most 
mighty  and  vast,  and  you  pervade  the  firmament  with 
your  power:  may  the  cars  of  the  quick-moving 
(Maruts)  arrive  for  our  good. 


1 Tishya  is  said  by  Say  ana  to  be  a synonymc  of  Aditya : in 
its  ordinary  acceptation  it  is  the  eighth  lunar  mansion : the  ap- 
propriation is  of  some  interest,  as  affording  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  the  astronomical  divisions  of  the  moon’s  path  in  the 
davs  of  the  Veda. 

2 Samavipram,  samndm  vivid/iam  preray  it  dr  am,  the 
prompter  or  instigator,  in  various  ways,  of  the  Sdma  hymns. 
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3.  Born  simultaneously,  mighty,  co-dispensers  of 
moisture,  they  have  grown  exceedingly  in  glory : leaders 
(of  rites),  and  radiant  (are  they)  as  the  rays  of  the 
sun:  may  the  cars  of  the  quick-moving  (Maruts) 
arrive  for  our  good. 

4.  Your  might,  Maruts,  is  to  be  glorified:  it  is  to 
be  contemplated  like  the  orb  of  the  sun : sustain  us 
ever  in  immortality:  may  the  cars  of  the  quick- 
moving  (Maruts)  arrive  for  our  good. 

5.  You  send  (the  rain),  Maruts,  from  the  firma- 
ment : charged  with  the  waters  you  shower  down  the 
rain:  destroyers  of  foes,  your  milch  kine  are  never 
dry:  may  the  cars  of  the  quick-moving  (Maruts) 
arrive  for  our  good. 

6.  When  you  yoke  your  spotted  mares  to  the  poles  Varga  xvin. 
(of  your  chariots),  you  lay  aside  your  golden  breast- 
plates, for  you  dissipate  all  hostility : may  the  cars  of 

the  quick-moving  (Maruts)  arrive  for  our  good. 

7.  Let  not  the  mountains,  let  not  the  rivers,  arrest 
you:  whither  you  purpose,  (Maruts),  thither  repair, 
and  compass  heaven  and  earth : may  the  cars  of  the 
quick-moving  (Maruts)  arrive  for  our  good. 

8.  Whatever  (rite  has  been  addressed  to  you), 

Maruts,  of  old;  whatever  is  recent;  whatever  (hymn) 
is  recited,  Yasus,  whatever  prayer  is  repeated,  do  you 
be  cognizant  of  all:  may  the  cars  of  the  quick-moving 
(Maruts)  arrive  for  our  good. 

9.  Send  us  felicity,  Maruts;  harm  us  not:  bestow 
upon  us  exceeding  happiness:  reward  our  adoration 
by  your  friendship:  may  the  cars  of  the  quick-moving 
(Maruts)  arrive  for  our  good. 

10.  Do  you,  Maruts,  conduct  us  to  opulence:  pro- 
pitiated by  our  praises,  extricate  us  from  sin : accept, 
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adorable  (Maruts),  our  offered  oblation,  and  may  we 
be  the  possessors  of  riches. 

Sukta  XII.  (LVI.) 

The  deities  and  Rishi  as  before  ; the  third  and  eleventh  verses 

are  in  the  Satobrihati,  the  rest  in  the  Brihati  metre. 

• 

1.  I invoke,  Agni,  the  victorious  company  (of  the  . 
Maruts)  decorated  with  brilliant  ornaments:  (I  in- 
voke them),  the  people  of  the  Maruts,  to  descend  to- 
day from  above  the  shining  heaven. 

2.  In  whatever  manner  thou  honourest  the  (Maurts, 
Agni),  in  thy  heart,  may  they  come  to  me  as  bene- 
factors: gratify,  (by  oblations),  those  fierce-looking 
Maruts,  who  most  promptly  come  to  thy  invocations. 

3.  As  the  (people  of  the)  earth  having  a powerful 
lord  have  recourse  to  him  when  oppressed  (by  others),1 
so  comes  (the  host  of  the  Maruts)  exulting  to  us: 
your  company,  Maruts,  active  as  fire,  is  as  difficult  to 
be  resisted  as  a formidable  ox. 

4.  They  who  with  ease  destroy  (their  foes)  by  their 
prowess,  like  horses 2 difficult  to  be  restrained,  they 
send  down  by  their  movements  the  vast  and  sounding 
water-laden  cloud. 

5.  Rise  up  (Maruts):  verily  by  my  praises  I in- 


1 MilKush mativa  prithivi  pardhatd  is  explained  prabala- 
mramikd  prithivi  parai r-anyair  ab/nbhutd,  the  earth  having 
a powerful  master  when  oppressed  by  others : earth,  says 
Sdyana , is  put  for  its  inhabitants,  prajd , people  or  subjects, 
who,  when  oppressed,  have  recourse  to  their  own  ruler,  sd 
yotha  swaswdminam  upadruta  abhiyachchhati. 

2 The  text  has  gdvah,  which  the  scholiast  translates  by  asivdh, 
horses. 
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voke  the  mighty  and  unpreceded  (troop)  of  these 
exalted  (Maruts)  like  a heap  of  waters.1 

6.  Yoke  the  bright  steeds  to  the  car;  yoke  the  red  Varga  XX. 
steeds  to  the  cars;  yoke  the  swift  pair  of  horses  to  bear 

the  burthen  ; the  strong  bearing  to  bear  the  burthen. 

7.  And  let  not  that  horse,  bright-shining,  loud- 
neighing,  of  graceful  form,  who  has  been  placed  (in 
harness),  delay  you,  Maruts,  on  your  journey : urge 
him  on  in  the  car. 

8.  We  invoke  the  food-laden  chariot  of  the  Maruts, 
in  which  Rodasi2  stood  with  the  Maruts,  bearing  the 
delioious  (waters). 

9.  I invoke  that,  your  cohort,  gracing  the  chariot, 
brilliant  and  adorable,  amidst  which  the  rain-bestow- 
ing  (goddess),3  of  goodly  origin,  and  auspicious,  is 
worshipped  together  with  the  Maruts. 

anuvaka  V. 


S6kta  I.  (LVII.) 

The  deities  and  Rishi  as  before : the  metre  of  the  first  six 
verses  is  Jagati , of  the  two  last  Trishtubh . 

1.  Rudras,  servants  of  Indra,  mutually  kind,  Varga  xxi. 
riding  in  golden  cars,  come  to  the  accessible  (sacrifice) : 
this  our  praise  is  addressed  to  you  : (come  to  us  as 
you  came)  from  heaven,  (bringing)  oozing  water  to 

the  thirsty  (Gotama),  longing  for  moisture.4 

* 

1 Gavdm  sargarn  iva  may  be  also  rendered,  like  a herd  of  cattle. 

2 The  wife  of  Rudra , and  mother  of  the  Maruts. 

3 Mtlhusfn  is  considered  to  be  another  name  of  Rodasi.  the 
wife  of  Midhvat , an  appellation  of  Rudra. 

* The  comparison  is  very  elliptically  intimated,  and  requires 
to  be  largely  assisted  by  the  comment : it  is,  literally,  this  our 
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2.  Intelligent  Maruts,  you  are  armed  with  swords, 
with  lances,  with  hows,  with  arrows,  with  quivers; 
you  are  well  mounted  and  have  handsome  chariots : 
sons  of  Prisni,  you  are  well  armed:  come  for  our  good. 

3.  You  agitate  the  clouds  in  the  sky;  (you  give) 
wealth  to  the  donor  (of  oblations) : through  fear  of 
your  approach  the  forests  bow  down:  sons  of  Prisni, 
you  incense  the  earth  when,  for  the  purpose  of  (send- 
ing) water,  you,  fierce  (Maruts),  yoke  your  spotted 
steeds. 

4.  The  Maruts,  radiant  with  light,  purifiers  of  the 
rain,  like  twins  of  goodly  aspect  and  graceful  form, 
masters  of  tawny  and  of  ruddy  steeds,  devoid  of  guile, 
thinners  (of  foes),  and  vast  in  magnitude  as  the  sky. 

5.  Shedders  of  abundant  showers,  wearers  of  orna- 
ments, munificent,  of  brilliant  aspect,  of  inexhaustible 
■wealth,  well  descended  by  birth,  wearing  golden 
breast- plates,  entitled  to  adoration,  (coming)  from 
heaven,  accept  the  ambrosial  oblation. 

6.  Lances  rest,  Maruts,  upon  your  shoulders; 
strength  (of)  foe-destroying  power  is  seated  in  your 
arms:  golden  (tiaras)  are  on  your  heads,  weapons 
are  placed  in  your  chariots,  all  glory  is  assembled  in 
your  limbs. 

7.  Maruts,  bestow  upon  us  affluence,  comprehending 
cattle,  horses,  cars,  treasure,  and  male  descendants : 
sons  of  Rudra,  grant  us  distinction : may  I ever  enjoy 
your  divine  protection. 


praise  is  addressed  to  you  as  to  the  thirsty,  from  heaven,  rushing 
waters  to  the  water-wishing:  Sdi/ann  explains  it  as  alluding  to 
the  legend  of  the  well  brought  by  the  Maruts  to  Gotama  when 
suffering  from  thirst:  see  vol.  i.  p.  221. 
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8.  Ho,  Maruts,  leaders  (of  rites),  be  propitious  to 
us,  you  who  are  infinitely  opulent,  immortal,  shedders 
of  rain,  renowned  for  truth,  wise,  young,  greatly  glo- 
rified, and  worshipped  with  copious  oblations.1 

StfKTA  II.  (LVIII.) 

The  deities  and  Rishi  as  before  ; the  metre  is  Trisktubh, 

1.  I praise  to-day  that  brilliant  company  of  the 
adorable  Maruts,  lords  of  swift  horses,  who  pass 
along  in  strength,  who,  self-radiant,  preside  over  the 
ambrosial  rain. 

2.  Adore,  priest,  the  resplendent  and  powerful 
• company,  whose  arms  (are  decorated)  with  bracelets, 

whose  function  is  the  agitation  (of  the  trees),  who  are 
wise,  and  by  whom  wealth  is  conferred : they  who  are 
bes towers  of  felicity,  whose  greatness  is  unbounded : 
glorify  the  opulent  leaders  (of  rites). 

3.  May  the  universal  Maruts,  who  urge  on  the 
rain,  come  to  you  to-day  laden  with  water:  Maruts, 
who  are  wise  and  young,  be  pleased  by  this  fire 
which  is  kindled  for  you. 

4.  Adorable  Maruts,  you  cause  (a  son)  to  be  born 
to  the  man  (who  worships  you),  a ruler,  an  over- 
comer of  foes,  and  modelled  by  Vibhwan  :2  from  you, 
Maruts,  comes  a valiant  descendant,  strong-fisted, 
mighty-armed:  from  you  (he  acquires)  an  excellent 
steed. 


1 JBrihat  uhshamantih  may  also  mean  sprinkling  much  water, 
udakam  sinchantah. 

2 Vibhwalashtam:  vibwan  is  the  second  of  the  Ribhus , a 
skilful  artist : fabricated  by  him,  implies,  according  to  the  com- 
ment, very  perfect  or  handsome,  tena  nirmittavt  atyartharupa - 
vantum. 

2 A 2 
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of  the  donor  of  the  oblation:  offer  worship  to  the 
shining  (heaven):  I bring  offerings  to  the  earth : they, 
the  Maruts,  scatter  the  rapid  (rain);  they  traverse 
the  firmament;  they  combine  their  own  radiance  with 
(that  of)  the  clouds. 

2.  From  their  approach  the  earth  trembles  with 
fear,  as  a crowded  boat  goes  quivering  (through  the 
water) : visible  from  afar,  they  are  recognised  by  their 
movements:  the  Maruts,  leaders  (of  rites),  pass 
between  (heaven  and  earth)  to  the  solemn  sacrifice. 

3.  You  bear,  for  your  decoration,  an  excellent 
(diadem)  like  the  horn  of  cattle:  as  the  sun,  the  eye 
(of  day,  dispenses  light),  so  (are  you  diligent)  in  the 
distribution  of  the  rains : graceful  are  you,  and  rapid 
as  horses,  and,  like  (pious)  mortals,  you,  leaders  (of 
rites),  consider  (holy  ceremonies)  for  their  glory. 

4.  Who  may  exalt  the  great  excellencies  of  you  who 
are  adorable?  who  may  (offer  you  fitting)  praises  ? who 
(glorify  your)  manly  (deeds)? for  you  make  the  earth 
tremble  like  a ray  (of  light)  when  you  confer  the  gift 
(of  rain)  for  (the  diffusion  of)  fertility. 

5.  Resplendent  as  steeds,  of  one  kindred,  they  en- 
gage in  combat  like  valiant  heroes:  like  (prosperous) 
men,  they,  the  leaders  (of  rites),  have  increased  (in 
power),  and  cover  the  eye  of  the  sun  with  showers. 

6.  None  of  them  are  older,  none  younger  (than  the 
others)  : the  destroyers  of  (foes),  none  hold  a middle 
(rank),  but  all  excel  in  glory:  honourable  by  birth, 
having  Prisni  ,for  your  mother,  do  you,  Maruts, 
favourable  to  man,  come  from  heaven  to  our  presence. 

7.  Like  birds  (that  fly)  in  rows  they  pass  along  in 
their  strength  above  the  vast  summit  (of  the  sky ) to 
the  ends  of  the  firmament : their  horses  have  caused 
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the  waters  of  the  cloud  to  descend,  as  both  1 (gods 
and  mortals)  know. 

8.  May  the  heaven  and  the  earth  yield  (rain)  for 
our  sustenance : may  the  wonderfully  bounteous  dawns 
exert  themselves  (for  our  good):  may  these  sons  of 
Kudra,  lauded,  Rishi , (by  thee),  send  down  the  celes- 
tial rain. 

StJKTA  IV.  (LX.) 

The  deities  are  the  Maruts , especially  as  associated  with  Aoni  ; 

the  Rishi  is  as  before ; the  metre  of  the  seventh  and  eighth 

verses  is  Jagati  ; of  the  rest  Trishtubh. 

1.  I adore  the  protecting  Agni  with  hymns : may 
he,  propitiated  on  this  occasion,  approve  of  our  acts : 
I offer  (worship  with  praises),  intended  to  obtain  food, 
as  if  (proceeding)  with  cars  (to  the  goal),  circumam- 
bulating (the  tire) : may  I exalt  the  praise  of  the 
M ABUTS. 

2.  Fierce  Maruts,  sons  of  Rudra,  who  ride  in  easy 
chariots  (drawn  by)  celebrated  steeds,  (at  your 
coming)  the  woods  bow  down  with  fear,  the  earth 
trembles,  and  the  mountains  (shake). 

3.  The  mountain,  vast  and  lofty  (though  it  be),  is 
alarmed  at  your  noise,  and  the  summit  of  the  firmament 
trembles  when,  lance-armed  Maruts,  you  are  sporting : 
you  rush  along  together  like  waters. 

4.  Like  wealthy  bridegrooms  who  have  decorated 
their  persons  with  golden  (ornaments)  and  purifying 
waters,  so  the  noble  and  powerful  Maruts,  associated 
together  in  their  chariots,  have  made  great  (pre- 


2 The  text  has  only  vbhoyc  yathd  viduh , as  both  know  : 
Sdyana  explains  it,  men  of  course  know  by  perception  the 
setting  in  of  the  rains ; the  gods  know  it  by  the  agrdynna  and 
ol her  sacrifices  which  are  offered  at  that  season. 
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paration)  in  their  several  persons  for  their  embellish- 
ment. 

5.  They  are  brothers,  of  whom  no  one  is  the  elder, 
no  one  the  younger,  but  who  grew  up  together  for 
their  mutual  prosperity:  may  their  father,  Rudra, 
ever  youthful,  the  doer  of  good  deeds,  and  Prism, 
(their  mother),  easy  to  be  milked,  grant  favourable 
days  for  (the  sake  of)  the  Maruts. 

6.  Auspicious  Maruts,  whether  you  abide  in  the 
upper,  the  middle,  or  the  lower  heaven,  (come), 
Rudras,  to  us  from  thence ; and  do  thou,  Agni,  ac- 
cept the  oblation  which  this  day  we  offer. 

7.  Maruts,  who  are  omniscient,  since  you  and 
Agni  abide  above  the  summits  of  the  upper  (region) 
of  the  sky,  do  you  who  cause  (your  enemies)  to  trem- 
ble, and  are  the  consumers  of  (our)  foes,  do  you, 
being  pleased,  bestow  upon  the  sacrificer  who  offers 
you  oblations  desirable  wealth. 

8.  Agni,  drink  the  Soma -juice,  rejoicing,  along 
with  the  Maruts,  resplendent,  adorable,  associated  in 
troops,  purifying  all,  animating  and  long-lived : drink, 
VaiswAnara,  who  art  identified  with  the  ancient  em- 
blem (of  flame). 

Sukta  V.  (LXI.) 

The  deities  are  various : those  of  the  first  four,  and  the  eleventh 
to  the  sixteenth  verses  are  the  Maruts;  the  several  persons 
whose  names  occur  in  the  other  stanzas  are  considered  to  be 
their  divinities ; the  Rishi.  is  Syava'swa  ; the  metre  of  the 
fifth  stanza  is  Anushtubh , of  the  ninth  Satubrihati,  of  the  rest 
Gayatri : the  occasion  of  the  hymn,  according  to  the  scholiast, 
is  a wonderful  old  story,1  related  by  those  learned  in  sacred 

1 Sayana  calls  it,  axrharyam  puravrittam  dhurdgamapdr- 
agd/i,  those  who  have  gone  through  the  Agamas  have  related  a 
wonderful  old  occurrence. 
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lore  : a priest  of  the  family  of  Atri,  named  Archananas, 
having  been  employed  as  Hotri  by  the  ltaja,  Rathaviti, 
the  son  of  Darbhya,  saw  at  the  ceremonial  the  daughter  of 
the  Raja , and,  being  pleased  by  her  appearance,  asked  her  as 
a wife  for  his  son  Syavaswa  : Rathaviti  was  disposed  to 
assent,  but  thought  it  proper  first  to  consult  his  queen,  who 
objected  to  the  match  that  Syavaswa  was  not  a Rishi,  no 
maiden  of  their  house  having  ever  been  given  in  marriage 
to  a less  saintly  personage  : to  qualify  himself,  therefore, 
as  a Rishi,  Syavaswa  engaged  in  a course  of  rigorous  aus- 
terity, and  wandered  about  soliciting  alms:  among  others,  he 
begged  alms  of  Sasiyasi,  the  queen  of  Taranta  Raja,  who, 
conducting  him  to  her  husband,  said,  a Rishi  has  arrived  : 
the  Raja  replied,  treat  him  with  reverence;  and  Sasiyasi, 
with  her  husband’s  permission,  gave  him  a herd  of  cattle  and 
costly  ornaments : the  Raja  also  bestowed  upon  him  what- 
ever he  asked  for,  and  then  sent  him  onwards  to  his  younger 
brother,  Purumilha:  on  his  way  Syavaswa  met  the 
Maruts,  whom  he  hymned,  and  was  by  them  acknowledged 
to  be  a Rishi ; he  was  also  made  the  Seer  (drashta)  or 
author  of  Suhtas  of  the  Veda:  RathavIti  then,  with  the 
concurrence  of  his  wife,  gave  him  his  daughter  to  wife  : this 
hymn  was  composed  in  honour  of  the  benefactors  of  the  Rishi . 

1.  Who  are  you,  most  excellent  leaders  (of  rites), 
who  come  one  by  one  from  a region  exceedingly 
remote? 

2.  Where  are  your  horses?  where  your  reins? 
what  is  your  capability?  where  are  you  going?  the 
saddle  is  on  the  back  (of  the  steeds),  the  bridle  in 
their  nostrils. 

3.  The  goad  is  (applied)  to  their  flanks:  the 
drivers  force  them  to  spread  their  thighs  apart,  like 
women  in  bringing  forth  children. 

4.  Heroes,  friendly  to  man,  of  honourable  birth, 
you  are  as  if  blazing  with  fire. 
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5.  She,  SASiYASf),  who  has  thro™  her  arms  round 
the  hero  Taranta,  who  was  eulogized  by  SyAvAswa, 
has  given  me  cattle  comprising  horses,  and  cows,  and 
hundreds  of  sheep. 

6.  SASiYASf,  though  a female,1  is  more  excellent 
than  a man  who  reverences  not  the  gods,  nor  bestows 
wealth. 

7.  For  she  discerns  one  who  suffers  pain,  one  who 
is  in  want,  or  one  desirous  (of  any  thing),  and  directs 
her  mind  towards  the  gods. 

8.  And,  eulogizing  (him),  I proclaim  that  the  man, 
her  (other)  half2  is,  (as  it  were),  uncommended,  for 
he  is  ever  the  same  in  munificent  donations. 

9.  Young  and  affable,  she  has  explained  to  me, 
SyAvAswa,  the  road,  and  two  ruddy  horses  have  borne 
me  to  the  valiant  and  renowned  Purumilha. 

10.  Who,  the  son  of  Vidadaswa,  has  given  me  a 
hundred  (head)  of  cattle,  and,  like  Taranta,  many 
precious  gifts. 

11.  Those  (Maruts)  who  are  brought  hither  by 
swift  horses,  drinking  the  inebriating  juice,  receive 
here  glorification. 

12.  They  by  whose  glory  heaven  and  earth  are 
surpassed;  who  shine  splendid  in  their  chariots  like 
the  radiant  (sun)  in  the  heaven  above. 

13.  Th^t  company  of  Maruts,  ever  young,  riding 


Varga 
XXV  J I. 


Varga 

XXVIII. 


1 Uta  tvd  stin  Sariyosi:  tvd  is  said  here  to  mean  ehd,  one, 
which  is  equivalent  to  the  indefinite  article. 

2 Nemah  is  the  term  in  the  text,  meaning,  literally,  half,  as 
it  is  said  in  the  Stnrili,  artldham  mrirasya  bhdryd , a wife  is 
the  half  of  the  body  (of  the  husband). 


346 


RIG-VEDA  SANHItA. 


Varga  XXIX. 


in  bright  chariots,  irreproachable,  auspicious,  motive, 
unobstructed. 

14.  Who  knows  of  a certainty  their  (abode),  where 
the  intimidators  (of  their  foes)  rejoice?  born  for  (the 
distribution  of)  water,  exempt  from  defects. 

15.  Desirous  of  praise,  you  are  the  guides  (to  hap- 
piness) of  the  man  who  propitiates  (you)  by  this 
pious  rite:  you  are  bearers  of  invocations  to  the 
sacrifice. 

16.  Do  you,  who  are  destroyers  of  the  malevolent, 
abounding  in  wealth,  and  entitled  to  adoration,  bestow 
upon  us  desirable  riches. 

17.  Bear  to  Darbhya,1  oh  night,2  turning  away 
(from  me  to  him),  this  my  eulogy  (of  the  Maruts)  : 
convey  my  praises,  goddess,  as  a charioteer  (conveys 
the  contents  of  his  vehicle  to  their  destination); 

18.  And  say  on  my  behalf  to  RathavIti,  when  the 
libation  is  poured  out,  my  love  (for  your  daughter) 
does  not  depart. 

19.  This  opulent  Kathavi'ti  dwells  upon  the  (banks 
of  the)  Gomati  (river),3  and  has  his  home  on  (the 
skirts  of)  the  ( Himalaya ) mountains. 


1 The  patronymic  is  also  read  in  some  places  Dalbhya. 

2 Upon  concluding  the  praises  of  the  Mamts,  and  thus  having 
attained  the  rank  of  a Ri$hiy  Syavaswa,  summons  the  night, 
here  called  Urmyd , to  convey  the  intelligence  to  RathaviTi, 
who  gives  him  his  daughter,  with  many  valuable  presents,  but 
at  the  end  of  the  ceremony  the  llishi  departed  for  the  woods 
to  resume  his  austerities : it  is  not  said  if  he  took  his  wife  with 
him,  but  it  is  to  be  so  inferred. 

3 Gomatihy  according  to  the  comment,  means,  having  water, 
rivers,  being  in  the  plural : as  the  name  of  a river  it  would  be 
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The  deities  are  Mitra  and  Varuna;  the  Risht  is  Srutavid; 

the  metre  Trishtubh. 

1.  I have  beheld  the  permanent  orb  of  the  sun,* 1 
your  (dwelling  place),  concealed  by  water,  where  (the 
hymns  of  the  pious)  liberate  (his)  steeds;2  where  a 
thousand  rays  abide  together;  the  one  most  excellent 
of  the  (embodied)  forms  of  the  gods.3 

2.  Exceeding  is  that  your  greatness,  Mitra  and 
Varuna,  whereby  the  ever-moving  sun  has,  through 
(succeeding)  days,  milked  forth  the  stationary  waters : 
you  augment  all  the  (world-illumining)  rays  of  theself- 
revolving  (sun) : the  one  chariot  of  you  two  (per- 
petually) goes  round.4 

3.  Royal  Mitra  and  Varuna,  you  uphold,  by  your 
energies,  earth  and  heaven : prompt  benefactors,  cause 
the  plants  to  grow,  give  nourishment  to  the  cattle, 
send  down  the  rain. 

4.  May  your  easily -harnessed  horses  bear  you  both 

the  Gomati  river  in  Oude,  which  rises  in  the  skirts  of  the  first 
range  of  the  Himalaya;  or  it  may  be  a river  of  the  same  appel- 
lation more  to  the  north-west,  rising  in  Kulu,  a feeder  of  the 
Beyah  or  Vy&sa. 

1 See  vol.  i.  p.  304.  verse  1. 

2 Which  are  said  to  be  attempted  to  be  detained  by  a class  of 
A suras  termed  Mandehas. 

3 Devaiiam  sreshtham  vapusham  is  also  explained  the  best  of 
the  embodied orliglit-possessingdeities,  that  is,  of  Agni  and  others, 
devdndm  vapushmatdm  tejocatdm  aynyddindm  prasaxyam;  or 
it  may  apply  to  the  sun  only,  the  mandala , the  orb,  the  visible 
form,  as  it  were,  of  the  sun,  mandalam  hi  suryasya  vapu- 
sthdniyam . 

4 V dm  eliah  pavir  a vavartta : pavi  is  the  circumference  of 
a wheel,  put  by  metonymy  for  the  chariot ; as  Sdyana  explains 
the  phrase,  yuvayor  eho  ratho  anuhramancna  paribhrumate. 
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(hither),  and  with  well-guided  reins  come  down : the 
embodied  form  of  water  follows  you,  the  rivers  How  as 
of  old. 

5.  Augmenting  the  well-known  and  ample  form 
(of  man),1  in  like  manner  as  the  sacred  grass  is  pre- 
served by  prayer,  do  you,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  who 
are  invigorated  by  (sacrificial)  viands,  and  abound  in 
food,  ascend  your  car  in  the  midst  of  the  place  of 
sacrifice.2 

6.  Be  open-handed  and  benignant  to  the  performer 
of  pious  acts,  whom  you  protect  in  the  midst  of  the 
place  of  sacrifice;  for  you  two,  who  are  sovereigns, 
and  free  from  wrath,  uphold  together  a mansion  of  a 
thousand  columns.3 

7.  The  substance  (of  their  chariot)  is  of  gold;  its 
pillars  are  of  iron,  and  it  shines  in  the  firmament  like 
lightning:  may  we  load  the  vehicle  with  the  libation 
in  an  auspicious  place,  or  in  the  sacrificial  hall,  (where 
the  columns)  are  erected. 


1 St'ntdm  amatim  anuvardhad-urvim.  which  the  scholiast  in- 
terprets,  visrutdm  mriradiptim  anuvarddliayantau , augmenting 
the  renowned  bodily  lustre,  and  separates  urrhn , lad  vadurrim 
palayantau,  but  gives  no  equivalent  for  the  word,  which  usually 
means  great:  the  passage  is  obscure. 

2 Garte  mitrd  as&the : yarta,  it  is  said  here  means  ratha , a car  : 
Nii-ukta,  3.  5,  and  as  it  recurs  in  verse  8,  arohutho  Varuna, 
Mitra , gartam. 

3 Kshatram  sahasrasth  unam,  anehdvashtambhahastambho- 
petam  saudhddirupam  grihamf  a house,  such  as  a palace  and 
the  like,  possessing  many  supporting  pillars : the  expression  is 
noticeable  as  indicating  the  existence  of  stately  edifices:  SAyana 
purposes  also  to  render  kshatram  by  dkanavn , wealth,  orbalam, 
strength,  applying  the  last  to  the  ratha , the  strong  chariot  of 
the  deities  supported  by  innumerable  columns. 
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8.  At  the  break  of  dawn,  at  the  rising  of  the  sun? 
ascend,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  your  golden-bodied,  iron- 
pillared  car,  and  thence  behold  the  earth  and  its 
inhabitants.1 

9.  Munificent  Mitra  and  Varuna,  protectors  of  the 
universe,  (it  is  yours  to  grant)  exceeding  and  perfect 
felicity,  such  as  it  is  impossible  to  disturb : bless  us 
with  that  (felicity),  and  may  we  ever  be  (possessed) 
of  the  riches  we  desire,  and  be  confident  of  victory 
(over  our  enemies). 


FOURTH  ADHYAYA. 


MANDALA  V.  ( continued .) 


ANUVAKA  V.  ( continued ). 


Sukta  VII.  (LXIII.) 

The  deities  are  Mitra  and  Varuna  ; the  Itishi  is 
ArchanAnas;  the  metre  is  Jagati. 

1 . Guardians  of  water,  observers  of  truth,  you  ascend 
your  car  in  the  highest  heaven : to  him  whom  you, 


1 Atas-chnkshdthe  aditim  ditim  cha,  is  explained,  aditim , 
ahhandaniydm  bhuinim , the  indivisible  earth,  and  ditim , hhandfi- 
tiiydm  prajddikdm , the  divisible  people  and  the  rest : the  stanza 
occurs  in  the  Yajush , 10.  15,  with  a various  reading  of  the 
first  half;  but  Mahidliara  explains  aditim  by  adinamy  not  base, 
that  is jvihitdanushthdt dramy  one  who  follows  what  is  prescribed, 
that  is,  performs  his  religious  duties,  and  ditim  by  diuam,  base, 
or  ndxtihdvrittam , an  infidel ; the  phrase  meaning  that  Mitra 
and  Varuna  observe  that  this  man  is  a sinner,  that  man  righ- 
teou--,  lo/tanijpdpij  a yam  punyavdn. 
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Mitra  and  Varuna,  protect,  the  rain  sends  down  the 
sweet  (shower)  from  the  sky. 

2.  Imperial  rulers  of  this  world,  you  shine,  Mitra 
and  Varuna,  at  this  sacrifice,  the  beholders  of  heaven : 
we  ask  of  you  the  wealth  (that  is)  rain,  and  immorta- 
lity, for  your  forms  traverse  earth  and  heaven.1 2 

3.  Imperial  and  mighty  showerers,  lords  of  heaven 
and  earth,  beholders  of  the  universe,  you  approach, 
Mitra  and  Varuna,  with  variegated  clouds  to  hear 
the  sound  (of  your  praises),  and  cause  the  sky  to 
(send  down)  rain  by  the  power  of  the  emitter  of 
showers.3 

4.  Your  device,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  is  manifested 
in  heaven,  when  the  light  (that  is)  the  sun,  your 
wonderful  weapon,  moves  (in  the  firmament) : him 
you  invest  in  the  sky  with  the  cloud  (and)  with  rain ; 
and  (thy)  sweet  drops,  Parjanya,  fall  (at  their  desire). 

5.  The  Maruts  harness  their  easy-going  chariot, 
Mitra  and  Varuna,  for  (the  emission  of)  water,  as  a 
hero  (harnesses  his  war-car) : their  forms  traverse  the 
different  spheres  to  distribute  the  rain : do  you,  there- 
fore, supreme  rulers,  shed  upon  us  water  from  heaven. 

6.  The  cloud,  (through  your  will),  Mitra  and 
Varuna,  utters  a wonderful  sound,  indicative  of  ra- 
diance, and  announcing  (abundant)  food : the  Maruts 
thoroughly  invest  the  clouds  with  (their)  devices, 


1 V dm  tanyuvah , vistritd  raxmayah,  the  expanding  rays. 

2 Asurasya  mayayd  is  explained  utlaka  nirasituli  parjan- 
yasya  sdmarthyena , by  the  power  of  Parjanya , the  caster-forth 

of  water,  influenced  by  Mitra  and  Varuna  as  the  deities  pre- 
siding over  day  and  night. 
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and,  (along  with  them),  you  two  cause  the  purple  and 
faultless  sky  to  send  down  rain. 

7-  Sapient  Mitra  and  Varuna,  by  your  office  you 
protect  pious  rites,  through  the  power  of  the  emitter 
of  showers : you  illumine  the  whole  world  with  water : 
you  sustain  the  sun,  the  adorable  chariot  in  the  sky. 

Sukta  VIII.  (LXIV.) 

The  deities  and  liishi  as  before ; the  metre  is  Anushtubh , 
except  in  the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Panliti. 

1.  We  invoke  you,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  with  this 
hymn ; each  the  discomfiter  of  foes,  the  conductor  to 
heaven,  like  (two  herdsmen)  driving,  by  (the  strength 
of  their)  arms,  the  herds  of  cattle  before  them. 

2.  Do  you  two,  with  discriminating  hand,  bestow 
upon  me,  your  worshipper,  (what  I desire);  for  the 
desirable  felicity  (that  is  given  by  you)  spreads 
through  all  lands. 

3.  That  I may  now  pursue  the  (right)  direction, 
may  I proceed  by  the  path  of  Mitra,1  for  all  (good 
things)  are  aggregated  in  the  happiness,  (the  gift)  of 
that  beloved  and  benignant  (deity). 

4.  May  I obtain  from  you,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  by 
my  praise,  such  wealth  as  to  excite  envy  in  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  rich  and  the  devout. 

5.  Come,  Mitra,  (come),  Varuna,  with  your  splen- 
dour to  our  assembly,  and  augment  (the  prosperity) 
of  the  affluent  (worshipper),  and  of  (those  who  are) 
your  friends  in  their  respective  abodes. 

6.  You,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  bring  us  strength  and 
abundant  (food)  for  (those  praises)  which  (we  offer) : 


1 See  vol  1.  p.  230,  verse  1. 
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be  largely  bountiful  to  us  in  food,  in  riches,  in  pro- 
sperity. 

7.  Deities  who  are  to  be  worshipped  at  the  sacri- 
fice to  the  gods,  at  the  (first)  shining  ray  (of  light)  at 
dawn,  behold  my  Soma  libation  poured  out:  hasten, 
with  rapid  steeds,1  leaders  (of  rites),  propitious  to 
ArchanAnas. 

StfKTA  IX.  (LXV.) 

The  deities  are  the  same ; the  R'lshi  is  Ratahavya  ; the  metre 

is  Anush tubh. 

1.  He  who  knows  (how  to  honour  you  two),  amongst 
the  gods,  is  the  performer  of  good  works:  let  him 
communicate  (that  knowledge)  to  us,  he  of  whom  the 
graceful  Varuna  or  Mitra  accepts  the  laudation. 

2.  They  two,  verily  excelling  in  radiance,  royal 
(deities),  who  hear  (invocations)  from  the  greatest 
distance,  lords  of  the  virtuous,  favourers  of  the  sacri- 
fice, are  in  movement  (for  the  good  of)  each  individual 
man. 

3.  Approaching  you,  ancient  (divinities),  I invoke 
you  together  for  protection : possessed  of  good  steeds, 
(we  praise  you)  who  are  provident  to  give  us  food. 

4.  Mitra  grants  even  to  the  sinful  (worshipper)  the 
(means  of)  repairing  to  his  spacious  dwelling:  the 
favour  of  Mitra,  the  destroyer  of  foes,  is  (granted)  to 
(his)  adorer. 

o.  May  we  ever  be  in  the  comprehensive  guardian- 
ship of  Mitra,  and,  free  from  sin,  enjoy,  (Mitra),  thy 
protection,  being  at  the  same  time  the  children  of 

Varuna.2 

1 ■ilastilhih  padbhih,  literally,  with  hands,  with  feet,  that  is, 
according  to  the  scholiast,  with  those  having  four  feet,  that,  is 
"’hh  horses. 

2 lT  . . 

* oruiiuses/tumh : scsha  is  said  to  mean  apatj/a,  offspring. 
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6.  You  come,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  to  this  man, 
and  guide  him  (to  his  desires) : deny  us  not  when  we 
are  rich  (in  offerings):  (deny  us  not),  who  are  (the 
sons)  of  Rishis:  protect  us  in  the  presenting  of  the 
libation. 

Sukta  X.  (LXVI.) 

The  deities  and  Rishi  as  before  ; ihe  metre  is  Anush tubh . 

1.  Man,  endowed  with  intelligence,  (adore)  the  two 
deities,  the  performers  of  good  deeds,  the  destroyers  of 
foes;  offer  (oblations)  to  the  adorable  accepter  of 
(sacrificial)  food,  to  VaRuna,  whose  form  is  water.1 

2.  Inasmuch  as  you  two  are  possessed  of  irresistible 
and  Asura  subduing  strength,  therefore  has  holy  sa- 
crifice been  established  amongst  men,  as  the  sun  (has 
been  placed)  in  the  sky. 

3.  We  glorify  you  both,  that  your  chariots  may  pre- 
cede ours  by  a long  distance;  accepting  the  pious 
worship  of  Ratahavya  with  (his)  praises. 

4.  Now,  adorable  and  wonderful  deities,  (propi- 
tiated) by  the  former  (praises)  of  (me,  your)  wor- 
shipper, do  you,  who  are  of  pure  vigour,  consider 
with  approving  minds  (the  adoration)  of  these  men. 

5.  Earth,  in  thee  is  abundant  water  for  the  neces- 
sities of  the  Rishis : the  two  active  (deities)  dispense 
by  their  movements  sufficiently  copious  (rain). 

6.  We  and  the  devout  (invoke)  you,  Mitra  and 
Varuna,  who  are  far-seeing:  may  we  proceed  to  your 
spacious  and  much  frequented  kingdom. 


1 Varunaya  ritapesase , udakam  eva  rupam  yatya,  of  whom 
the  form  is  verily  water. 

VOL.  III.  2 B 
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Sukta  XL  (LXVII.) 

The  deities  and  metre  as  before:  the  Rishi  is  Yajata. 

1.  Divine  sons  of  Aditi,  Mitra,  Varuna,  Arya- 
man,  verily  you  are  possessed,  at  the  present  time,  of 
perfect,  adorable,  vast,  exceeding  strength. 

2.  When  you  come,  Varuna  and  Mitua,  to  the  de- 
lightful place  of  sacrifice,  then,  supporters  of  men, 
destroyers  of  foes,  you  bring  felicity. 

3.  Mitra,  Varuna,  Aryaman,  who  are  possessed  of 
omniscience,  are  all  associated  at  our  rites,  as  if  in 
(their  respective)  stations,  and  protect  the  worshipper 
from  the  malignant. 

4.  They  verily  are  observers  of  truth,  distributers 
of  water,  protectors  of  holy  rites  amongst  men : guides 
in  the  right  way,  liberal  donors,  and  benefactors  even 
of  the  sinner  (who  worships  them).1 

5.  Which  of  you,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  has  not 
been  celebrated  in  (our)  praise,  for  therefore  do  our 
thoughts  tend  towards  you ; the  thoughts  of  the  race 
of  Atri  tend  towards  you. 

S6kta  XII.  (LXVIII.) 

The  deities  and  Rishi  as  before ; the  metre  is  Gdyatri. 

1.  Sing  loud  with  lusty  praise  to  Mitra  and 
to  Varuna:  (come),  mighty  deities,  to  the  great 
sacrifice. 

2.  The  Mitra  and  Varuna,  who  are  both  sovereign 
rulers,  originators  of  the  rain,  eminent  deities  among 
the  gods. 


1 Anhaschit,  papino  api,  even  of  the  sinner : Sdyana  adds 
swastotuh , of  your  own  praiser,  but  it  may  be  doubted  if  this 
qualification  is  necessary. 
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3.  They  two  are  able  (to  grant  us)  of  great  terres- 
trial and  celestial  riches : great  is  your  might  among 
the  gods. 

4.  Rewarding  with  rain  the  holy  rite,  they  favour 
the  zealous  worshipper  :l  benevolent  deities,  may  you 
prosper. 

5.  Senders  of  rain  from  heaven,  granters  of  desires, 
lords  of  sustenance,  suited  to  the  liberal  donors  (of 
oblations),  they  ascend  their  spacious  car.2 

Sukta  XIII.  (LXIX.) 

The  deities  are  the  same  ; the  I lisfti  is  Chakri  ; the  metre 

Trishtubh. 

1.  Mitra  and  Varuna,  you  uphold  the  three  realms 
of  light,  the  three  heavens,  the  three  regions  (of  the 
earth),  augmenting  the  force  of  the  vigorous  (Indra), 3 
and  protecting  the  imperishable  rite. 

2.  Mitra  and  Varuna,  the  cows  are  full  of  milk 
through  your  (command),  and  the  rivers  yield  through 
your  (will)  sweet  water:  through  you  the  three 


1 JRitam  ritena  sapantd  ishiram  dahaham  dsdte  is  explained 
udaketm  nimittena  yajnam  sprisantau  eshanavantam  pravrid* 
dham  yajamdnam  havir  ca  vyapnutah , they  two,  for  the  sake 
of  water,  touching  or  affecting  the  sacrifice,  they  pervade  the 
inquiring,  powerful  institutor  of  the  rite,  they  reward  him:  or 
it  may  be,  they  pervade  or  accept  the  efficacious,  adequate 
oblation. 

2 All  the  verses  of  this  Sukta  occur  in  the  Sdma-Veda , ii. 
493,  494,  495,  and  818,  819. 

3 Vavridhdnau  amutim  kshatriyusya : amati  is  usually  ren- 
dered form,  rupa  ; kahitriyasya  the  scholiast  explains  possessed 
of  strength,  ksliatram , balatn,  an  attribute,  and  here  an  appella- 
tive of  Indra,;  or  it  may  mean,  he  says,  the  ksfiatriya,  or 
military  caste. 

2 B 2 
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radiant  receptacles  and  showerers  of  rain  stand  seve- 
rally in  their  three  spheres.1 

3.  I invoke  the  divine  and  bright  Aditi  at  dawn, 
and  at  mid-day,  when  the  sun  is  high : I worship  you, 
Mitra  and  Varuna,  at  all  seasons,  for  the  sake  of 
riches,  for  sons  and  grandsons,  for  prosperity  and 
happiness.2 3 

4.  I worship  you  two,  divine  Adityas,  who  are 
upholders  of  the  celestial  and  terrestrial  worlds : the 
immortal  gods  impair  not,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  your 
eternal  works. 

Sukta  XIV.  (LXX.) 

The  deities  and  Rishi  as  before;  the  metre  is  Gayatri, 

1.  May  I,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  enjoy  your  favour, 
through  which  there  is  assuredly  protection. 

2.  Benignant  (deities),  may  we  obtain  from  you, 
(who  are)  such  (deities),  food  for  our  sustenance: 
may  we,  Rudras,  be  yours. 

3.  Protect  us  with  your  protections : preserve  us 
with  kind  preservation : may  we,  with  our  descendants, 
overcome  the  Dasyus? 

4.  Workers  of  wondrous  deeds,  let  us  not  depend 
upon  the  bounty  of  any  other  (than  you),  either  in 
our  persons,  or  with  our  sons  and  grandsons. 

SdKTA  XV.  (LXXI.) 

The  deities  and  metre  as  before  ; the  Rishi  is  BXhuvrikta. 

1.  Mitra  and  Varuna,  scatterers  of  foes,  destroyers 

of  enemies,  come  to  this  our  accessible  sacrifice. 

« 

1 Agniy  Vdyu , and  Adityay  present,  severally,  upon  the  earth, 
in  the  mid-air,  and  in  heaven. 

2 The  text  is  mm  yoli , which  is  explained  arishtasa  vianaya , 
suhhasya  misranaya  cha,  for  the  alleviation  or  prevention  of 
calamity,  and  for  the  mixture  or  association  of  happiness. 

3 Sdma-Vcdn,  it.  335—337. 
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2.  Sagacious  Mitra  and  Varuna  you  reign  over 
all : bestow  fulness,  lords,  upon  our  ancient  rites. 

3.  Come,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  to  our  effused  liba- 
tion, to  drink  of  the  Soma  of  the  offerer. 

S5kta  XVI.  (LXXII.) 

The  deities  and  Itishi  as  before ; the  metre  is  Ushnih. 

1.  We  invoke  Mitra  and  Varuna  with  hymns, 
like  (our  progenitor)  ATRI:  do  you  sit  down  upon 
the  sacred  grass  to  drink  the  Soma  libation. 

2.  Steady  are  you  in  your  functions,  whom  men 
animate  by  (their)  devotion:  come  and  sit  down 
upon  the  sacred  grass  to  drink  the  Soma  libation. 

3.  May  Mitra  and  Varuna  accept  with  satisfaction 
our  sacrifice:  come  and  sit  down  upon  the  sacred 
grass  to  drink  the  Soma  libation. 


ANUVAK  A VI. 

Su KTA  I.  (LXXIII.) 

The  deities  are  the  Aswins;  the  Iluhi  is  Pauha;  the  metre 

Anvshtubh. 

1.  Whether,  Aswins,  you  are  at  present  far  off, 
whether  you  are  nigh,  whether  you  are  (straying)  in 
many  places,  or  whether  you  are  in  mid-air,  do  you, 
who  partake  of  many  offerings,  come  hither. 

2.  I approach  you  (to  invite  you)  hither,  you  who 
are  the  encouragers  of  many ; (who  are)  the  achievers 
of  many  (great)  exploits,  most  excellent  and  irre- 
sistible: I invoke  you,  who  are  most  mighty,  for  pro- 
tection. 

3.  You  have  arrested  one  luminous  wheel  of  (your) 
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car  for  illumining  the  form  (of  the  sun),1  whilst  with 
the  other  you  traverse  the  spheres  (to  regulate)  by 
your  power  the  ages  of  mankind.2 

4.  May  the  praise,  universal  (deities),  wherewith  I 
laud  you,  be  agreeable  to  you,  as  offered  by  this  (your 
worshipper) ; and  do  you,  who  are  severally  born,  and 
free  from  blame,  bestow  upon  us  food. 

5.  When  SuryA  has  ascended  your  ever  easy- 
moving  car,  then  bright-waving,  resplendent  rays  (of 
light)  encompass  you.3 

6.  Leaders  (of  rites),  Atri  recognised  (your  bene- 
volence) with  (a  grateful)  mind  on  account  of  the 
relief  (you  afforded  him),  when,  NAsatyas,  through 
his  praise  of  you,  he  found  the  (fiery)  heat  innocuous.4 

7.  Your  strong,  lofty,  moving,  ever-progressing 
(car)  has  been  renowned  at  sacrifices  ever  since; 
Aswi>ts,  leaders  (of  rites),  Atri  was  rescued  by  your 
acts. 


1 Irma  anyad  v apushe  vaptis-chakram  rathasya  yemathuh  : 
the  passage  is  obscure,  even  with  the  aid  of  the  scholiast : irmd 
he  renders,  rupam , form,  vapmhe,  ddityasya  tobhdyai , for  the 
beauty  or  lustre  of  the  sun  ; vapus , lie  considers  equivalent  to 
vapushmat , having  light  or  lustre,  luminous,  as  an  epithet  of 
chakram : the  fixing  of  one  wheel  of  the  car  of  the  Aswins  has 
been  alluded  to  before:  see  vol.  i.  page  78,  verse  19. 

1 Ndhushd  yvgd  is  the  derivative  of  nahusha , manushya , 
man  ; yuga  for  yugdni , is  explained  as  used  by  metonymy  for 
the  divisions  of  time  in  general,  as  morning,  noon,  night,  or  the 
sacrifices  offered  at  stated  periods.. 

3 Pari  vdm  anusha  vayo  ghrind  vuranta  dtapah  may  also 
be  rendered,  according  to  Say  ana,  the  radiant  horses,  vayah, 
asu'dh,  ghrind,  bright,  scorchers,  dtapah , of  enemies,  accompany 
you. 

4 See  vol.  i.  p.  260,  verse  7,  and  p.  308,  verse  8. 


Digitized  by  Google 


FOURTH  ASHTAKA — FOURTH  ADHYAYA. 


359 


8.  Mixers  of  the  ^oma-juice,1  Rudras,  (our)  nutri- 
tious (adoration)  bedews  you  well  writh  the  libation, 
wh^n  you  traverse  (the  limits)  of  the  firmament,  and 
the  prepared  viands  (of  the  sacrifice)  support  you. 

9.  Truly  have  they  called  you,  Aswins,  the  bestowers 
of  felicity : such  may  you  be  when  earnestly  invoked 
to  our  sacrifice ; bountiful  bestowers  of  felicity  at  our 
sacrifice. 

10.  May  these  praises  exalting  the  Aswins  be  pro- 
ductive of  happiness,  the  praises  that  we  fabricate  as 
(a  wheelwright)  a car:  we  proclaim  aloud  fervent 
adoration. 

S6kta  II.  (LXXIV.) 

The  deities,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Divine  Adityas,  affluent  in  praise,  descended 
this  day  from  heaven  upon  the  earth,2  hear  that  (lau- 
dation) which,  liberal  showerers  (of  benefits),  Atri 
ever  addressess  to  you. 

2.  The  divine  Nasatyas,  where  are  they?  where 
are  they  heard  of  in  heaven  ? to  what  worshipper  do 
you  come?  who  may  be  the  associate  of  your  praises? 

3.  To  whom  do  you  proceed?  to  whom  do  you 
repair?  to  (go  to)  whose  presence  do  you  harness  your 
car?  by  whose  prayers  are  you  gratified?  we  are 
anxious  for  your  arrival. 

4.  Pauras,  send  to  Paura3  the  rain-shedding 

1 Madhuyuvah,  somdder  misrayitdrau , mixers,  or  causers  of 
the  mixing  of  Soma  and  other  things. 

2 Kushthak , the  singular  used  for  the  dual,  bhumau  tishthan- 
taUf  being  upon  the  earth  ; or  ku  may  be  equivalent  to  kwa , 
where,  where  are  you  two  abiding? 

3 Pauram  chid  udaprutam , paura  pauraya  jinvathah : the 
name  of  the  Rishi  is  here,  according  to  the  scholiast,  arbitrarily 
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cloud ; drive  it  to  him  who  is  engaged  in  sacrifice,  as 
(hunters  chase)  a lion  in  a forest.1 

5.  You  stripped  off  (his  aged  form)  like  a cuirass 
from  the  decrepid  Chyavana,  so  that,  when  you  had 
rendered  him  again  a youth,  he  attracted  the  desires 
of  women.2 

Varga xiv.  6.  A glorifier  of  you  both  is  here:  may  we  be 
(retained)  in  your  sight  for  the  sake  of  prosperity : 
hear  to  day  (my  invocation):  come  hither  with  your 
protections,  you  who  are  affluent  in  food. 

7.  Who  among  many  mortals  has  this  day  (best) 
propitiated  you?  what  wise  man  (htis  best  propitiated 
you)  who  are  reverenced  by  the  wise?  what  (wor- 
shipper has  best  propitiated  you)  by  sacrifice,  you 
who  are  affluent  in  food? 

8.  May  your  car,  A savins,  the  swiftest  of  the  cars 
(of  the  gods),  come  hither  well-disposed  towards  us, 
the  discomfiter  of  numerous  (foes),  glorified  amongst 
men.3 


applied,  first  to  the  Aswins,  because  i hey  are  in  relation  with 
Paura  as  the  author  of  the  Sukta ; and  although  the  text  gives 
Paura  in  the  vocative  singular,  it  is  to  be  understood  in  the  dual, 
Paura , therefore,  being  Aswins : next  it  implies,  as  Puurant , a 
cloud,  from  i(s  being  solicited  by  tin.*  liishi  for  the  fall  of  rain, 
as  implied  by  the  last  term,  Paurdya , to  me  the  Rishi  so 
called. 

1 Sinham  iva  druhaspade : the  latter  is  rendered  a place  of 
difficult  access,  a thicket : the  comment  supplies,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  accusative,  yathd  baldd  chyavayanti  surah , as 
heroes  hurl  down  a lion  by  their  strength. 

2 See  vol.  I.  p.  300.  verse  10. 

3 Angusho  vuirtyeshu , yajamaneshu , madliye  stufyah,  to  be 
praised  amongst  worshippers,  or  angusha  may  be  a substantive 
meaning  stava  or  stoma,  praise,  may  the  praise  of  the  car  of  the 
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9.  May  our  repeated  adoration  of  you  two,  who  are 
desirous  of  the  libation,  be  productive  of  felicity : 
descending  to  our  presence,  and  exceeding  in  wisdom, 
travel  with  rapid  (steeds),  swift  as  two  falcons. 

10.  Aswins,  wherever  you  may  be,  hear  this  invo- 
cation : the  excellent  sacrificial  offerings,  longing  for 
your  proximity,  reach  you.* 1 

Sukta  III.  (LXXV.) 

The  deities  as  before;  the  JRishi  is  Avasyu  ; the  metre  is  Pankti. 

1.  The  Rishi , your  worshipper,  Aswins,  graces 
your  beloved  chariot,  the  showerer  (of  benefits),  the 
vehicle  of  wealth,  with  praises : masters  of  mystic  lore, 
hear  my  invocation.2 

2.  Passing  by  (other  worshippers),  come,  Aswins, 
hither,  so  that  I may  ever  overcome  all  (adversaries) : 
Dasras,  riding  in  a golden  chariot,  distributers  of 
wealth,  propellers  of  rivers,  masters  of  mystic  lore, 
hear  my  invocation. 

3.  Come,  Aswins,  bring  for  us  precious  treasures: 


Amins  amongst  men,  or  by  the  priests,  be  beneficial  to  us, 
t ismayuh . 

1 Vasvir  u shu  vdm  bhujah  princhanti  su  vdm  pricha , is 
explained  as  in  the  text,  vasvir  bhujah  being  rendered  by  pra- 
sasydni  dhandni  havirlakshandni , excellent  riches,  characterized 
by  the  oblation,  that  is,  sacrificial  offerings,  and  princhanti  by 
prapnuvanti,  obtain  or  reach  being  prichah , yuvdm  praptum 
kdmayamdndhy  desiring  to  reach  you : Sdyana  suggests  also 
another  explanation;  the  worshippers,  su  prichah t who  enjoy 
vasvir-bhvjah , wealth  of  sacrificial  offerings,  bring  them  into 
due  contact  with  you,  vdm  sushtu  samparchaya.nl t . 

2 Mddhvi  mama  srutam  havam : the  first  is  explained,  madhu- 
vidyd  veditdrau:  see  vol.  I.  p.  310,  note:  the  verse  occurs 
twice  in  the  Sdma-Veda , i.  418,  ii.  1093. 


Varga  XV. 


Digitized  by  Google 


362 


RIG-VEDA  SANIIItA. 


Varga  XVI. 


Rudras,  riding  in  a golden  chariot,  propitiated  (by 
sacrifice),  affluent  with  food,  masters  of  mystic  lore, 
hear  my  invocation.1 

4.  Showerers  of  wealth,  the  praise  of  your  wor- 
shipper is  addressed  to  your  chariot;  (to  it),  as  well 
as  to  you,  does  this  distinguished,  devoted,  embodied 
(adorer)2  offer  sacrificial  food : masters  of  mystic  lore, 
hear  my  invocation. 

5.  With  mind  attentive  (to  praise),  riding  in  cars, 
swift-moving,  listening  to  invocations,  you  hastened 
with  your  steeds  to  the  single-purposed  Chyavana  : 
masters  of  mystic  lore,  hear  my  invocation. 

6.  Aswixs,  leaders  (of  rites),  may  your  horses,  har- 
nessed at  will,  of  wondrous  beauty,  and  of  rapid 
course,  bring  you  hither  with  good  gifts  to  drink  (of 
the  proffered  beverage) : masters  of  mystic  lore,  hear 
my  invocation. 

7.  Aswixs,  come  hither:  Nasatyas,  be  not  unpro- 
pitious:  invincible  lords,  come  from  hidden  (regions) 
to  our  sacrificial  hall : master  of  mystic  lore,  hear  my 
invocation. 

8.  Invincible  Aswixs,  lords  of  water,  favour  Avasyu, 
glorifying  you  at  this  sacrifice : masters  of  mystic  lore, 
hear  my  invocation. 

9.  The  dawn  has  come : the  Agxi  of  the  season, 
blazing  with  the  oblation,3  lias  been  placed  (upon  the 

1 This  and  the  preceding  occur  in  the  Sdma-Vcda,  n.  1094-95. 

2 The  epithets  are  unusual,  kakuha,  mriga , vdpvsha , explain- 
ed severally  hy  the  commentator,  mahdn , great,  mrigayita, 
searcher,  vapushmdn,  having  body,  yajamdna  is  understood. 

3 llusat  pasu  might  mean  blazing  with  the  victim ; but  the 
scholiast  interprets  pasu  here  either  by  rasmi,  a ray,  or  Lavish, 
oblation. 
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altar) : showerers  of  wealth,  subduers  of  foes,  your  im- 
mortal chariot  has  been  harnessed : masters  of  mystic 
lore,  hear  my  invocation. 

S6kta  IV.  (LXXVI.) 

The  deities  are  the  same;  the  Rishi  is  Bhaumya;  the  metre 

Trishtubh. 

1.  Agni  lights  up  the  face  of  the  dawns:1  the  de- 
vout praisers  of  the  pious  have  risen  up : therefore, 
Aswins,  lords  of  the  chariot,  descending,  come  hither 
to-day  to  the  splendid  sacrifice,  perfect  (in  all  its 
parts).2 

2.  Harm  not,  Aswins,  the  perfected  (rite),  but 
coming  now  most  quickly,  be  glorified  on  this  occa- 
sion: be  present  at  the  opening  of  the  day,  with 
protection  against  destitution,3  and  be  prompt  to 
bestow  happiness  upon  the  donor  (of  the  offering). 

3.  Whether  you  come  at  the  (milking  time)  of  the 
cattle,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  at  noon,  when  the  sun  is 
high,  or  by  day  or  by  night,  (come)4  with  felicitous 


1 Abhali  agnir-nshasdm  dnikam : the  latter  is  interpreted 
muhham,  or  the  verse  may  he  rendered,  Agni , the  face  or  begin- 
ing  of  the  dawns,  shines. 

2 Pipivdnsam  gharmnm  achchha , that  is,  according  to  the 
scholiast,  swdngaih  paricridham  pradiptam  yajnam , to  the 
bright  sacrifice,  vast  or  developed  with  all  its  members:  or 
pipivdnsam  may  imply  dpydyitam , nourished,  with  the  Sorna- 
juice  or  with  clarified  butter:  ghartna,  again,  may  also  mean 
the  vessel  so  called,  or  the  Pravargya  ceremony,  at  which  it  is 
used,  being  fed  or  nourished,  pipivdnsam , with  the  butter  and 
curds  it  contains. 

3 Avasd  dgamishtha  pratyavarttim  : vartti,  it  is  said,  means 
jivanam,  living  or  livelihood;  avartti,  the  contrary,  the  want  of  it. 

4 The  day  is  divisible  into  two,  three,  five,  or  fifteen  parts : 
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protection : the  drinking  of  the  Soma  has  not  now 
extended  beyond  the  Aswins.1 

4.  This  station,  Aswins,  is  your  ancient  abode; 
these  are  your  mansions,  this  your  dwelling:  come 
from  the  vast  firmament,  (overspread)  by  clouds 
(filled)  with  water,  bringing  to  us  food  and  strength. 

5.  May  we  be  united  with  the  Aswins  by  their 
special  protection,  which  is  the  source  of  happiness 
and  guide  to  good : bestow  upon  us,  immortals,  wealth 
and  posterity,  and  all  good  things. 

Sukta  V.  (LXXVII.) 

Deities,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Worship  the  two  who  come  first  (of  the  gods) 
at  dawn:  let  them  drink  before  the  greedy  witli- 
holders  (of  the  offering) ; for  the  Aswins  verily  claim 
the  morning  sacrifice : the  ancient  sages  praised  them 
(at  dawn).2 

2.  Worship  the  Aswins  at  early  dawn;  offer  them 


here  the  five-fold  distinction  is  alluded  to : uditd  suryasya  is 
explained  the  afternoon,  atyanta  pravruidliasamayah  aparahna 
ityartha. 

1 Ncdanim  pitir  astcina  tatdna  : it  is  related  that  the  other 
gods  refused  to  admit  the  participation  of  the  Aswins  in  the 
Soma  libation  at  these  hours,  but  on  the  present  occasion 
they  are  not  passed  over:  idan'nn  api  itaradevandm  pdnam 
tia  tanotyaswinau  vihdya,  but  now  the  drinking  of  the  other 
gods  does  not  extend,  having  omitted  the  two  Ax  wins. 

2 Kan  ay  ah  purvahhdjah  : Juivi  is  said  to  mean  one  learned 
in  the  Vedas,  on  the  authority  of  the  Aitareya  Drdhmana , yc 
rd  anuchdnds-te  kavayah , those  who  are  anuchdnas  are  kavis , 
and  anuchana  is  explained  in  the  commentary  on  the  same  work, 
shadangasahita  redddhyayinah , students  of  the  Vedas  with  the 
six  supplements. 
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oblations:  the  evening  is  not  for  the  gods;1  it  is  un- 
acceptable to  them ; and  whether  it  be  any  other  than 
ourselves  who  worships  them  or  propitiates  them,  the 
worshipper  who  is  foremost  (in  his  devotion)  is  the 
most  approved  of. 

3.  Your  car,  Aswins,  approaches,  coated  with  gold, 
honey-tinted,  water-shedding,  laden  with  ambrosia, 
as  quick  as  thought,  as  rapid  as  the  wind,  wherewith 
you  pass  over  all  obstacles. 

4.  He  who,  in  the  appointment  (of  the  offerings), 
presents  to  the  Nasatyas  the  most  ample  (share)  of 
(the  sacrificial)  food,  who  gives  (them)  the  largest 
portion  of  the  viands,  secures,  by  his  acts,  the  welfare 
of  his  son,  and  ever  has  the  advantage  of  those  who 
light  no  sacred  fires. 

5.  May  we  be  united  with  the  Aswins,  by  their 
special  protection,  which  is  the  source  of  happiness, 
the  guide  to  good : bestow  upon  us,  immortals,  wealth 
and  all  good  things. 

S6kta  VI.  (LXXVIII.) 

The  deities  as  before;  the  Ilishi  is  Saptavadhri;  the  metre 

of  the  three  first  stanzas  is  Vshnih , of  the  fourth  Trishtubh , 

of  the  rest  Anushtubh. 

1.  Aswins,  come  hither:  Nasatyas,  be  not  ill-dis- 
posed; alight  like  two  swrans2  upon  the  effused  liba- 
tions. 

2.  Like  two  deer,  Aswins,  like  two  wild  cattle3  on 


1 Conformably  to  another  text,  purvdhno  vai  devdnavi,  the 
forenoon  verily  is  for  the  gods. 

2 The  hansa , the  swan  or  goose,  is  supposed  to  be  a connoisseur 
in  pure  water. 

3 Like  two  G auras,  Bos  Gorceus. 
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(fresh)  pasture;  like  two  swans  alight  upon  the 
effused  libation. 

3.  Aswins,  affluent  in  food,  be  propitiated  at  your 
pleasure  by  the  sacrifice : alight  like  two  swans  upon 
the  effused  libation. 

4.  Inasmuch  as  Atri,  escaping  by  your  aid  from 
the  fire  of  chaff,1  conciliates  you,  like  a wife  soliciting 
(the  affection  of  a husband),  therefore  come  with 
(your)  propitious  cars,  with  the  new-born  rapidity 
of  the  falcon. 

Varga  xx.  5.  Open,  VanaspatI,  like  the  womb  of  a parturient 
female:  hear,  Aswins,  my  invocation:  set  Sapta- 
vaduri  free.2 

6.  Aswins,  by  your  devices  sunder  the  wicker-work 
for  (the  liberation  of  the)  terrified,  imploring  Rishi , 
Saptavadhri. 

7.  As  the  wind  ruffles  the  lake  on  every  side,  so 
may  thy  womb  be  stimulated,  and  the  conception  of 
the  months  come  forth. 

8.  As  the  wind,  as  the  wood,  as  the  ocean  are 


1 See  vol.  1.  p.  308,  verse  8 : the  fire  is  here  callt  d ribuamf 
tusharjnim , a fire  of  chaff. 

* Ancient  chroniclers,  purdvidah,  says  Sayana,  tell  this  story  : 
the  sons  of  the  brothers  of  Saptavadhri  being  determined  (it  is 
not  stated  why)  to  prevent  his  having  intercourse  with  his  wrife, 
shut  him  up  every  night  in  a large  basket,  which  they  locked 
and  sealed,  letting  him  out  in  the  morning : in  this  dilemma  the 
Rishi  prayed  to  the  Aswins,  who  came  to  his  succour,  and 
enabled  him  to  get  out  of  his  cage  during  the  night,  he  return- 
ing to  it  at  day-break  : in  this  stanza  he  first  addresses  the 
basket,  petika,  as  a form  of  Vanaspati , lord  of  forests,  and  then 
invokes  the  Aswins, 


Digitized  by  Google 


FOURTH  ASHTAKA — FOURTH  AD1IYAYA.  367 

agitated,  so  do  thou,  gestation  of  ten  months,  invested 
with  the  uterine  membranes,  descend. 

9.  May1  the  boy  who  has  reposed  for  ten  months 
in  the  bosom  of  his  mother  come  forth,  alrve,  unharmed, 
living,  from  a living  (parent).2 

S6kta  VII.  (LXXIX.) 

The  deitv  is  the  Dawn  ; the  Ilishi  Satyasravas  ; the  metre 

is  Pankti, 

1.  Kadiant  Usiias,  wake  us  up  to-day  for  (the  ac- 
quisition of)  ample  riches,  in  like  manner  as  thou  hast 
awakened  us  (of  old):  bright-born,  and  praised  sin- 
cerely for  (the  gift  of)  horses,  shew  favour  to  Sat- 
yasravas, the  son  of  Vayya.3 

2.  Daughter  of  heaven,  who  hast  dawned  upon 
Sunitha,  the  son  of  Suchadratha,  bright-born,  and 
praised  sincerely  for  (the  gift  of)  horses,  dawn  upon 
the  powerful  son  of  V ayya,  Satyasravas. 

3.  Daughter  of  heaven,  who  art  the  bringer  of  opu- 
lence, dawn  upon  us  to-day,  as,  bright-born,  and  praised 
for  (the  gift  of)  horses,  thou  hast  dawned  upon  the 
powerful  Satyasravas,  the  son  of  Vayya.4 

4.  The  offerers  of  oblations  who  eulogise  thee,  lus- 
trous Ushas,  with  sacred  hymns,  become  prosperous 
with  affluence,  (through  thy  favour),  bestower  of 

1 This  verse,  somewhat  modified,  occurs  in  the  Yajush , 8.  28. 

2 This  and  the  two  stanzas  preceding  are  termed  by  Sdyana 
the  garbhasrdvinyiipatiis/iad,  the  liturgy  of  child-birth. 

3 Sdma-Veda  I.  421,  n.  1090;  the  concluding  phrase  is  the 
burden  of  the  following  verses,  sujate , aswasunrite : sujdta , 
well-born,  is  explained  sobhanaprddur  bhutd,  becoming  mani- 
fest with  splendour  or  light : aswasunrita,  she  whose  praise  for 
the  sake  of  horses  is  affectionate  and  true,  aswdrthd  priyasatyat- 
mihd  stuti vdg-yasydh  sa. 

4 Sdma-Veda,  ii.  1091,  1092. 
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wealth, bright-born  goddess,  (who  art)  sincerely  praised 
for  (the  gift  of)  horses. 

5.  These,  thy  assembled  (worshippers),  who  stand 
before  thee  to  distribute  wealth,  entertain  towards  us 
kindly  intentions,  offering  unlimited  riches:1  bright- 
born  goddess,  (who  art)  sincerely  praised  for  (the  gift 
of)  horses. 

6.  Affluent  Ushas,  bestow  upon  these  (thy)  devout 
adorers  food  and  posterity,  so  that,  being  opulent,  they 
may,  without  stint,  bestow  riches  upon  us : bright- 
born  goddess  (who  art)  sincerely  praised  for  (the  gift 
of)  horses. 

7.  Affluent  Ushas,  bring  wealth  and  abundant 
food  to  those  who,  liberal  givers,  bestow  upon  us  riches 
with  horses  and  cattle:  bright-born  goddess  (who  art) 
sincerely  praised  for  (the  gift  of)  horses. 

8.  Daughter  of  heaven,  bring  to  us  food  and  cattle, 
together  with  the  pure  rays  of  the  sun,  and  the  radiant 
flames  (of  the  kindled  fires) : bright-born  goddess, 
(who  art)  sincerely  praised  for  (the  gift  of)  horses. 


1 Yach  chid  hi  tc  gand  ime  chhadayanti  maghattaye,parichid 
vashtayo  dadhur  dadato  radlio  ahrayam  : Sdyana  seems  rather 
dubious  as  to  the  proper  sense  of  several  of  these  words:  maghat- 
taye  may  mean  dhanaddndya  or  dhanavattwdyaf  for  giving  or 
for  possessing  wealth  : pari  chid  vashtayo  dadhuh  is  explained, 

* asman  eva  kdmayamanah  parito  dhdrayanti , desirous  of  or 
being  kind  to  us,  they  support  us  every  way,  and  dadato  rddho 
ahrayam  may  mean  giving  wealth  that  is  not  to  be  wasted  or 
taken  away,  or  of  which  there  is  no  need  to  be  ashamed:  the 
sum  of  the  meaning,  agreeably  to  the  scholiast,  is,  all  they  who, 
offering  oblations,  worship  the  dawn,  receive  the  reward  for  the 
benefit  of  us,  or  of  me,  that  is,  of  the  author  of  the  hymn,  ye  twdm 
havir-dadatah  stuvanti  te  sarve  apy-asmadartham  plialum 
dhdrayanti. 
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9.  Daughter  of  heaven,  Dawn!  delay  not  our 
(sacred)  rite;  let  not  the  sun  scorch  thee  with  his 
ray,  as  (a  prince  punishes)  a thief,  or  (subdues)  an 
enemy : bright-born  goddess,  (who  art)  sincerely 
praised  for  (the  gift  of)  horses. 

10.  Thou,  Usiias,  art  able  to  give  (us)  what- 
ever, indeed,  (has  been  solicited),  and  much  (that  has 
not  been  asked  for);  for,  radiant  (divinity),  who  art 
dawning  upon  thine  adorers,  thou  art  never  cruel  (to 
them)  : bright-born  goddess  (who  art)  sincerely  praised 
for  (the  gift  of)  horses. 

SOkta  VIII.  (LXXX.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before  ; the  metre  is  Trkhtubh. 

1.  The  wise  priests  celebrate  with  hymns  the  divine, 
bright-charioted,  expanded  Dawn;  worshipped  with 
holy  worship,  purple-tinted,  radiant,  leading  on  the 
sun. 

2.  The  lovely  Dawn,  arousing  man,  goes  before  ( the 
sun)  preparing  practicable  paths,  riding  in  a spacious 
chariot;  vast,  expanding  everywhere,  she  diffuses  light 
at  the  commencement  of  the  days. 

3.  Harnessing  the  purple  oxen  to  her  car,  un- 
wearied she  renders  riches  peqietual : a goddess, 
praised  of  many,  and  cherished  by  all,  she  shines, 
manifesting  the  paths  that  lead  to  good. 

4.  Lucidly  white  is  she,  occupying  the  two  (regions, 
the  upper  and  middle  firmament),  and  manifesting  her 
person  from  the  east : she  traverses  the  path  of  the 
sun  as  if  knowing  (his  course),  and  harms  not  'the 
quarters  of  the  horizon. 

5.  Exhibiting  her  person  like  a well-attired  female, 
she  stands  before  our  eyes,  (gracefully)  inclining  like 
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(a  woman  who  has  been)  bathing:  dispersing  the 
hostile  glooms,  Usiias,  the  daughter  of  heaven,  comes 
with  radiance. 

6.  Ushas,  the  daughter  of  heaven,  tending  to  the 
west,  puts  forth  her  beauty  like  a (well-dressed) 
woman,  bestowing  precious  treasures  upon  the  offerer 
of  adoration:  she,  ever  youthful,  brings  back  the 
light  as  (she  has  done)  of  old. 

S6kta  IX.  (LXXXI.) 

The  deity  is  Savitri  ; the  Rhhi  Syavaswa;  the  metre 

Jayati. 

Varga  xxiv.  i .The  wise  apply  their  minds ; they  perform  sacred 
rites  for  the  propitiation  of  the  intelligent,  great, 
adorable  SaVitri  : he  alone,  knowing  their  functions, 
directs  the  priests : verily,  great  is  the  praise  of  the 
divine  Satitri.1 

2.  The  wise  Savitri  comprehends  all  forms  (in 
himself)  :2  he  has  engendered  what  is  good  for  biped 
and  quadruped:  the  adorable  Savitri  has  illumed 


1 The  verse  occurs  in  the  Yajush,  5.  14.,  and  is  there  some- 
what diffe  rently  explained ; viprasya  brihato  vipaschitak , 
which  Sayana  regards  as  epithets  of  Savitri , are  connected  by 
Malridhara,  with  viprd , and  are  rendered  the  priests  of  the 
eminent  and  wise  (institutor  of  the  rite):  again,  in  the  second 
hemistich  it  is  not  clear  whom  the  commentator  understands  by 
eko  vayuudvidy  the  only  one,  knowing  knowledge,  although  he 
possibly  concurs  with  our  scholiast  in  identifying  Savitri  with 
Brahma. 

2 Visaed  riipdni  pratimunchate , he  liberates,  severally,  all 
forms:  that  is,  according  to  Sayana , dtmnni  badhndti  or 
dhdrayati , he  binds  or  bolds  in  himself : Mahidhara , Yajur - 
Veda , 13.  3.,  explains  it,  he  makes  all  forms  manifest  in  their 
own  substance,  by  removing  darkness. 
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the  heaven,1  and  shines  in  sequence  to  the  passage  of 
the  Dawn. 

3.  After  the  passage  of  which  divine  (being)  the 
other  deities  proceed  to  (obtain)  majesty  with  power; 
he  who  by  his  greatness  has  measured  out  the  terres- 
trial regions,  the  divine  Savitri,  (is)  resplendent.2 

4.  Either  thou  traversest,  Savitri,  the  three  regions, 
or  combinest  with  the  rays  of  Surya;3  or  thou  passest 
between  the  night  on  either  hand;  or  thou,  divine 
Savitri,  art  Mitra,  through  thy  (benevolent)  func- 
tions. 

5.  Thou  alone  rulest  over  (the  actions  of)  living 
beings:  thou  art  PtfsHAN,  divine  (Savitri),  by  thy 
movements;  thou  art  sovereign  over  the  whole  woild: 

SyAvAswa  offers  praise,  Savitri,  to  thee. 

S6kta  X.  (LXXXII.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before  ; the  metre  of  the  first  verse  is 
Anushtubh , of  the  rest  Gayatri. 

1.  We  solicit  of  the  divine  Savitri  enjoyable  Varga  xxv. 
(wealth)  :4  may  we  receive  from  Bhaga  that  which  is 
excellent,  all-sustaining,  destructive  of  foes. 


1 Ndham  'cyahhyatj  swargam  prakdsayati,  he  makes  mani- 
fest Swarga  as  the  reward  of  the  Ynjamdna. 

2 Yajushy  11.  6.  sa  etasali  savitri:  Say  ana  explains  etasah 
by  etavarnahj  subhrah , $obhainana}  white-coloured,  bright, 
shining:  Mahidhara  resolves  it  into  etad , this,  this  world,  and 
fete,  who  reposes  in,  who  pervades;  or,  as  etasa  ordinarily 
means  a horse,  Nighantu , 1. 14.,  it  may  be  intended  to  designate 
the  sun  under  that  form. 

3 According  to  Sdyana,  Savitri  is  especially  the  sun  before 
rising ; Surya  is  the  sun  in  general. 

4 The  text  has  bhojanam , most  usually  food,  but  it  is  here 
explained  bhogyam , to  be  enjoyed,  that  is,  dhanam  wealth. 

2 c 2 
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2.  Nothing  impairs  the  sovereignty  of  this  Savitri, 
which  is  most  especially  renowned  and  beloved. 

3.  That  Savitri,  who  is  Bhaga,1  bestows  precious 
treasure  on  the  donor  of  the  offering:  we  solicit  (of 
him)  a valuable  portion. 

4.  Grant  us  to-day,  divine  Savitri,  affluence  with 
progeny,  and  drive  away  evil  dreams.2 

5.  Remove  from  us,  divine  Savitri,  all  misfortunes : 
bestow  upon  us  that  which  is  good.3 

G.  Let  us  be  void  of  offence  towards  Aditi,  accord- 
ing to  the  will  of  the  divine  Savitri:4  may  we  be 
possessed  of  all-desired  (riches). 

7.  We  glorify  to-day  with  hymns  Savitri,  the  pro- 
tector of  the  good,  the  observer  of  truth,  (identical 
with)  all  the  gods;5 

8.  The  divine  object  of  meditation,  Savitri,  who, 
ever  vigilant,  precedes  both  night  and  day, 

9.  Savitri,  who  proclaims  his  glory  to  all  these 
living  beings,  and  gives  them  life. 


1 Sa  Savitd  Bha/ja : or  the  latter  may  be  an  attributive, 
bhajantya , to  be  worshipped,  or  shared,  or  desired.  , 

2 Para  dubshu'ajmyam  suva : Sdyana  considers  the  second 
equivalent  to  daridi'yam , poverty : the  verse  occurs  in  the 
Sdma-Veda,  i.  141. 

3 Bhudrauiy  progeny,  cattle,  dwelling,  as  by  the  text,  praja , 
vaif  bhadram,  pasavo  bhadram , griham  bhadram  iti. 

4 Devasya  savituk  save : the  last  is  explained  by  the  scholiast 
anujndyam  satydvij  his  will  or  assent  existing:  Aditi  is  said 
to  mean  here  bhumi , the  earth. 

5 Viswadevam,  as  by  the  text,  Tamhi  saw  lit  mat  add  Indram , 
A l it  ram  f Varnnam,  Agnim  dhuh , they  have  verily  called  him 
IndrUf  &cc.,  from  his  identity  with  all. 
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Sukta  xr.  (LXXXTII.) 

The  deity  is  Parjanya  ; the  Rishi  Biiauma  ; the  metre  of  the 

first  six  verses  is  Trishtubh , of  the  ninth  Anushtubh , of  the 

rest  Jagati. 

1.  I address  the  mighty  Parjanya1  who  is  pre- 
sent: praise  him  with  these  hymns;  worship  him  with 
reverence,  him  who  is  the  thunderer,  the  showerer, 
the  bountiful,  who  impregnates  the  plants  with  rain. 

2.  He  strikes  down  the  trees,  he  destroys  the 
llakshasas , he  terrifies  the  whole  world  by  his  mighty 
weapon : even  the  innocent  man  flies  from  the  sender 
of  rain,  when  Parjanya,  thundering,  slays  the  wicked. 

3.  As  a charioteer,  urging  his  horses  with  his  whip, 
brings  into  view  the  messenger  (of  war),2  so  Par- 
janya, (driving  the  clouds  before  him),  makes  mani- 
fest the  messengers  of  the  rain : the  roaring  of  the 
lion-(like  cloud)  proclaims  from  afar  that  Parjanya 
overspreads  the  sky  with  rainy  clouds. 

4.  The  winds  blow  strong,  the  lightnings  flash, 
the  plants  spring  up,  the  firmament  dissolves : earth 
becomes  (fit)  for  all  creatures  when  Parjanya  ferti- 
lizes the  soil  with  showers. 

5.  Do  thou,  Parjanya,  through  whose  function  the 


1 Parjanya  is  Indra  in  his  character  of  the  sender  of  rain: 
Sdyana  cites  Ydska,  Niruhta , 10.  10.,  for  various  fanciful  ety- 
mologies, as  par , derived  from  trip , to  satisfy,  by  reversing  the 
final  consonant  of  the  latter,  and  rejecting  its  initial,  janya  may 
imply  either  victor,  jeta,  or  generator,  janayitd , or  impeller, 
prarjayitdy  of  fluids,  rasdndm : the  usual  Unadi  derivation 
is  quite  as  probable,  which  refers  it  to  vridit  to  rain,  p being 
substituted  for  v,  ri  becoming  the  guna , ar , and  $/i  being 
changed  to  jf  any  a is  the  affix. 

2 The  text  has  only  dutdn , which  the  scholiast  interprets 
bhatdnf  warriors. 


VargaXXVII. 
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earth  is  bowed  down ; through  whose  function  hoofed 
cattle  thrive;  through  whose  function  plants  assume 
all  kinds  of  forms,  grant  us  great  felicity. 

G.  Send  down  for  us,  Maruts  the  rain  from  heaven : 
xxviii.  drops  of  the  rainy  charger  descend:1  come  down  Par- 
JANYA,  sprinkling  water  by  this  thundering  (cloud)  ; 
thou  who  art  the  sender  of  rain,  our  protector. 

7.  Cry  aloud  over  (the  earth) ; thunder;  impreg- 
nate the  plants;  traverse  (the  sky)  with  thy  water- 
laden chariot,  draw  open  the  tight-fastened,  downward- 
turned  water  bag,  and  may  the  high  and  low  places 
be  made  level. 

8.  Raise  on  high  the  mighty  sheath  (of  rain), 
pour  down  (its  contents) ; let  the  rivers  flow  unim- 
peded to  the  east ; saturate  with  water  both  heaven  and 
earth,  and  let  there  be  abundant  beverage  for  the  kine. 

9.  When,  Parjanya,  sounding  loud  and  thundering, 
thou  destroyestthe  wicked  (clouds),2  this  whole  (world) 
rejoices,  and  all  that  is  upon  the  earth. 

10.  Thou  hast  rained:  now  check  well  the  rain: 
thou  hast  made  the  deserts  capable  of  being  crossed : 
thou  hast  given  birth  to  plans  for  (man’s)  enjoyment: 
verily  thou  hast  obtained  laudation  from  the  people. 

S6kta  XII.  (LXXXIV.) 

The  deity  is  Prithivi  ; the  Rishi  Bhauma  ; the  metre 

Anmhtubh. 

Varga  xxix.  1.  Verily  thou  sustainest  here,  Prithivi,3  the  frac- 
ture of  the  mountains:  mighty  and  most  excellent, 

1 Vrishno  asivasya:  Sayana , however,  explains  the  latter 
vyapukasya,  of  the  pervading  rain. 

2 JIansi  dushkritah , the  wicked,  here  means,  according  to  the 
scholiast,  the  clouds  not  yielding  their  water. 

3 According  to  Sayana , Prithivi  may  here  admit  a two-fold 
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thou  art  she  who  delightest  the  earth  by  thy  greatness. 

2.  Wanderer  in  various  ways  thy  worshippers 
hymn  thee  with  (sacred)  songs;  thee  who,  bright- 
hued,  tossest  the  swollen  (cloud)  like  a neighing  horse. 

3.  Thou  who,  with  solid  earth,  sustainest  by  thy 
strength  the  forest  lords,  when  the  showers  of  thy 
cloud  fall  from  the  shining  sky. 

S6kta  XIII.  (LXXXV.) 

The  deity  is  Varuna;  the  Iiishi  Atui;  the  metre  Trishtubh. 

1.  Offer  a solemn,  profound,  and  acceptable  prayer  Varga  xxx. 
to  the  imperial  and  renowned  Varuna,  who  has  spread 

the  firmament  as  a bed  for  the  sun,1  as  the  innnolator 
(spreads)  the  skin  of  the  victim. 

2.  He  has  extended  the  firmament  over  the  tops  of 
the  trees,  has  given  strength  to  horses,  milk  to  cows, 
determination  to  the  heart:  he  has  placed  fire  in  the 
waters,2  the  sun  in  heaven,  the  *So//ia-plant  in  the 
mountain.3 

3.  Varuna  has  set  free  the  (water  of  the)  down- 
ward opening  cloud  for  the  (benefit  of  the)  heaven, 
the  earth,  and  the  firmament;  thence  is  he  monarch 


meaning,  and  apply  also  to  the  antarikslKim , or  firmament,  when 
the  subsequent  phrases,  parvatdndm  khidram  bibharshi,  will 
mean,  thou  sustainest  the  fracture,  or  opening  of  the  clouds,  and 
mahna  j ino&hi  bhumim , thou  delightest  the  earth  with  great  or 
abundant  rain. 

See  vol.  i.  p.  6*2,  note  8. 

2 Either  the  lightning  amidst  the  rain,  or  the  submarine  fire: 
the  Yujushf  4.  31.,  reads  vthshu  for  ajmi , he  placed  in  people, 
or  human  beings,  digestive  fire. 

3 Soinam  adrau  : the  Soma  creeper,  Mahidhara  observes, 
grows  in  the  clefts  of  the  stones  of  mountains,  parvatdndm, 
pdshdnasandhis/tu  somavallyd  utpddi/amdnativdt. 
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of  all  the  world,  watering  the  soil  as  the  rain  bedews 
the  barlev.1 

4.  Varuna  waters  earth,  mid-air,  and  heaven, 
when  he  pleases  (to  send  forth)  the  milk  (of  the  cloud) : 
thereupon  the  mountains  clothe  (their  summits)  with 
the  rain-cloud,  and  the  hero,  (Maruts),  exulting  in 
their  strength,  compel  (the  clouds)  to  relax. 

5.  I proclaim  this  great  device  of  the  renowned 
Varuna,  the  destroyer  of  the  A suras,  who,  abiding  in 
the  mid-heaven,  has  meted  the  firmament  by  the  sun, 
as  if  by  a measure. 

6.  No  one  has  counteracted  the  device  of  the  most 
sagacious  divinity,  whereby  the  lucid  water-shedding 
rivers  do  not  fill  the  ocean  with  water/2 

7.  If,  Varuna,  we  have  ever  committed  an  offence 
against  a benefactor,  a friend,3  a companion,  a brother, 
a near  neighbour,  or  Varuna,  a dumb  man4  remove  it 
from  us. 


1 Yu  v urn  na  vrishtir,  ryunatti  bhuma : Sdyana  is  disposed 
to  render  vrishti  by  tehta,  the  sprinkler,  the  man,  puritan , who 
waters  the  soil,  but  this  does  not  seem  necessary,  and  it  is  not  so 
explained  in  the  Niruhta , 10.  4. 

- But  these  wonderful  acts,  according  to  Sdyana,  are  not  the 
acts  of  Vanina,  but  of  Paramesicara , the  Supreme  Being, 
from  his  existing  in  the  forms  of  Varuna  and  others,  hanna 
Pa ramex u a rasya i va  uchitam  na  Vartinasya , tasya  Varunddi- 
rupdvasthdndt. 

3 Aryamyani  rnitryam  vd,  according  to  Sdyana , are  the  same 
as  Aryaman  and  Mitra,  the  final  ya  being  pleonastic ; the  first 
he  explains  by  ddtri , a giver,  or  by  guru,  a spiritual  preceptor. 

4 Varundranam  vd:  the  Pada  separates  the  word  into 
Varuna  and  Aranarn:  the  meaning  of  the  latter  is  somewhat 
uncertain:  Sdyana  explains  it  as  asabdam,  not  having  sound 
or  speech,  or  as  addtdram , not  giving,  niggardly;  but  neither  is 
quite  satisfactory. 
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8.  If,  like  gamesters,  who  cheat  at  play,  (we  com- 
mit offences)  knowingly,  or  (those)  of  which  we  know 
not,  do  thou,  divine  Varuna,  extricate  us  from  them 
all,  as  if  from  loosened  (bonds),  so  that  we  may  be 
dear,  Varuna,  to  thee. 

Sukta  XIV.  (LXXXVI.) 

4 

The  deities  are  Indra  and  Agni  ; the  Rishi  is  Atri  ; the 

metre  is  Anushtubhy  except  in  the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is 

Virdt-purvd. 

1.  Indra  and  Agni,  the  mortal  whom  you  both 
protect  scatters  the  substantial  treasures  (of  his 
enemies),  as  Trita  (confutes)  the  words  (of  his 
opponents).* 1 

2.  We  invoke  the  two,  Indra  and  Agni,  who  are 
irresistible  in  conflicts,  who  are  renowned  in  battles, 
who  protect  the  five  (classes  of)  men.2 

3.  Overpowering  is  the  might  of  these  two:  the 
bright  (lightning)  is  shining  in  the  hands  of  Magha- 
van,  as  they  go  together  in  one  chariot  for  the 
(recovery  of  the)  cows,  and  the  destruction  of  Vritra. 

4.  We  invoke  you  both,  Indra  and  Agni,  for  (send- 
ing) your  chariots  to  the  combat,  lords  of  moveable 
wealth,  all-knowing,  most  deserving  of  praise. 

5.  I adore  you,  irresistible  deities,  for  (the  sake  of 
obtaining)  horses:  you  who  are  increasing  day  by  day 


1 Vanir-iva  Tritah:  the  comment  explains  this,  Trita  rishi 
prativddavakydni  prabhinotti,  as  the  liishi  Trita  breaks  or 
refutes  controversial  arguments  ; or  Trita  may  mean  Agnif  who, 
in  the  three  regions,  disregards  or  dissipates  reproaches. 

1 Pancha  charshanih : this  precludes  all  allusion  to  mytho- 

logical beings: 
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like  mortals,  who  are  worthy  of  worship,  like  two 
Adityas } 

6.  The  invigorating  oblation  has  been  offered,  like 
the  Soma-juice  expressed  by  the  sounding  stones:1 2 
do  you  bestow  food  upon  the  pious ; great  riches  upon 
those  who  praise  you;  bestow  food  also  upon  those 
who  praise  you. 

S6kta  XV.  (LXXXVII.) 

The  deities  are  the  Maruts;  the  Rislii  is  Evayamarut,  of 
the  race  of  Atri  ; the  metre  is  AtijagatL 

xxx n.  1.  May  the  voice-born  praises  of  Evayamarut 
reach  you,  Vishnu,  attended  by  the  Maruts:3  (may 
they  reach)  the  strong,  the  adorable,  the  brilliantly- 
adorned,  the  vigorous,  praise-loving,  cloud-scattering, 
quick-moving  company  of  the  Maruts. 

2.  Evayamarut  glorifies  those  who  are  manifested 
with  the  great  (Indra),  who  appear  spontaneously 
and  speedily  with  the  knowledge  (that  the  sacrifice  is 
prepared) : your  strength  in  action,  Maruts,  is  not  to 
be  resisted,  (though  qualified)  by  (your)  infinite 
liberality : you  are  immoveable  as  mountains. 

3.  Evayamarut  glorifies  with  praise  those  who, 
(coming)  brilliant  and  happy  from  the  vast  heaven, 
hear  (his  invocation) ; in  whose  dwelling  there  is  no 

1 Anseva:  ansa  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  twelve  Adityas, 
here  put  in  the  dual,  ansa  iva , for  any  two. 

2 Ghritam  na  putam  adribhih : mention  of  the  stones  restricts 
the  sense  of  ghritam  to  the  Soma  effusion. 

3 Vishnave  Marutvate : vixhnave  is  considered  hy  the  scho- 
liast as  the  adjective  to  the  pervading,  vyaptdya , that  is,  Indra, 
of  whom  Marutvat  is  a usual  designation  : he  admits,  however, 
as  an  alternative,  Vishnave  vd,  or  to  Vishnu ; also  Sdma-Veda , 
i.  462. 
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one  able  to  disturb  them,1  and  who,  like  self-radiant 
fires,  are  the  impellers  of  the  rivers.2 

4.  That  wide-spreading  • troop  (of  Maruts)  has 
issued  from  a spacious  common  dwelling-place,  (where) 
Evayamarut  (awaits  them)  when  their  car  has  been 
spontaneously  harnessed  with  its  rapid  horses;  and, 
emulous,  vigorous,  and  conferring  happiness,  they  sally 
forth. 

* 5 . Let  not  the  sound  (of  your  approach,  Maruts), 
which  is  mighty,  the  announcer  of  rain,  the  shedder 
of  light,  diffusive,  loud,  alarm  EvayXmarut:  that 
sound  wherewith,  overcoming  (your  foes),  you  who  are 
self-irradiating,  lasting-rayed,  ornamented  with  golden 
ornaments,  self-weaponed,  bestowing  food,  accomplish 
your  functions. 

6.  Possessors  of  vast  strength,  may  your  unbounded 
greatness,  your  brilliant  vigour,  protect  Evayamarut; 
for  you  are  regulators  for  overseeing  (what  is  fit  for) 
the  limits  of  the  sacrifice : preserve  us  from  those  who 
revile  us,  you,  who  are  like  blazing  fires. 

7.  May  those  Hudras,  the  objects  of  worship,  like 
resplendent  fires,  protect  Evayamarut:  they,  whose 
ethereal  dwelling,  extended  and  wide,  has  been  made 
illustrious  (by  them),  and  of  whom,  exempt  from 
blame,  the  mighty  energies  (are  manifested)  in  their 
courses. 

8.  Maruts,  devoid  of  enmity,  come  to  our  proffered 
praise,  hear  the  invocation  of  your  adorer,  EvayX- 

1 Na  yeshdm  in  sadhasthe  ishte  is  explained  by  Say  ana,  Ma- 
rutdm  swakiye  nivdse  tishtatam  prerita  na  ishte  na  uate  cha- 
layitum,  there  is  no  impeller  who  ha9  power  to  cause  the 
movement  of  the  Maruts  when  abiding  in  their  own  abode. 

2 That  is,  the  lightning,  as  associated  with  rain,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  giving  impulse  to  the  rivers. 


Varga 

XXXIII. 
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XXXIV. 


marut  : do  you,  who  are  associated  in  the  worship  of 
Vishnu,1  drive  away,  as  warriors  (scatter  their  enemies), 
our  secret  foes. 

9.  Adorable  Maruts  come  to  our  sacrifice,  so  that 
it  may  be  prosperous : hear,  undeterred  by  Rdkshasas , 
tlie  invocation  of  Evayamarut:  abiding  like  lofty 
mountains  in  mid-heaven,  do  you,  who  are  profoundly 
wise,  be  ever  intolerant  of  the  reviler.2 


M AND  ALA  VI. 
• • 


ANUVAKA  I. 


ADHYAYA  IV.  ( continued ). 


Sukta  I.  (I.) 

The  deity  is  Agni  ; the  Rishi  is  Bharadwaja,  son  of  Bri- 
haspati,  who  is  the  Rishi  of  nearly  the  entire  Mandala;  the 
metre  is  Tri&htubh. 

1.  Thou,  Agni,  art  the  first  of  the  gods;  a deity 


1 Indr  a,  it  is  said,  is  here  again  meant. 

2 This  Sukta  is  more  than  ordinarily  obscure,  abounding  in 
unusual  words,  and  unconnected  and  ungrammatical  construc- 
tions : thus  the  name  of  the  Rishi , ICvaydmarut , remains  un- 
altered in  its  case  termination,  whatever  may  be  its  syntactical 
connection  with  the  rest  of  the  sentence:  this  possibly  has  led 
Professor  Benfey  to  regard  it  as  an  epithet  of  the  Maruts  in  the 
vocative  singular,  and  to  translate  it  sturmvoll  Marut , but  this 
would  not  get  quit  of  the  grammatical  incompatibility,  as  the 
Maruts  are  always  designated  in  the  plural,  except  when  spoken 
of  as  a yana,  a troop  or  company  ; moreover,  there  is  no  authority 
for  giving  to  Kcaijd  the  sense  of  stormy  : Sdyana  is  sufficiently 
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to  whom  their  minds  are  devoted  ;* l 2  pleasing  of  aspect, 
thou  art  the  invoker  of  the  deities  at  this  rite: 
showerer  (of  benefits),  bestow  upon  us  unsurpassable 
strength,  wherewith  to  sustain  all  (hostile)  prowess. 

2.  Offerer  of  the  oblation,  frequent  eelebrator  of 
sacrifice,  now  sit  down  on  the  foot-mark  of  IlA,  ac- 
cepting the  (sacrificial)  food,  and  being  glorified: 
devout  men,  expectant  of  great  riches,  have  recourse 
to  thee  as  to  the  first  (of  the  gods). 

3.  Those  who  are  assiduous  in  (worshipping)  thee 
for  riches  follow  thee,  going  with  many  Vasus  by 
the  path  (of  the  firmament) ; thee,  the  radiant  Agni, 
of  goodly  aspect,  mighty,  fed  with  burnt-offerings, 
and  blazing  every  day. 

4.  Men  desirous  of  food  obtain  abundance  unopposed 
when  repairing  to  the  station  of  the  divinity  with 
oblations;  and  when  delighting,  Agni,  in  thy  auspi- 
cious presence,  they  repeat  those  thy  names  which 
are  to  be  uttered  at  sacrifices.* 

explicit,  and  he  only  follows  the  Anuhramani , Suhtam  Eva- 
ydmaruddhhyaxya  atreyaxya  muner-drsham , the  Suhta  has  for 
its  Kishi  the  muni  of  the  race  of  Atri , who  is  named  Evaya- 
marut. 

1 Twain  hi  Agne  prat liamo  manotd  : the  last  woid  is  inter- 
preted derandm  mano  yatrotam,  sambaddham , where,  or  on 
whom,  the  mind  of  the  gods  is  attached ; or,  as  more  fully  ex- 
plained in  the  scholia  on  the  Aitareya  Erdhmana,  on  this 
and  other  texts  which  occur,  n.  10.  1. ; devandm  mandnxi 
utdni  dridhapravixhtdni  yasydm  dcvatdiydm  sa  manotd , the 
divinity  on  whom  the  minds  of  the  gods  are  fastened,  that  is, 
firmly  concentrated,  he  is  called  Manotd. 

2 Ndmdni  chid  dadhirc  yajniydni , that  is,  such  appellations 
as  Jdtavedax , Vaiycdinara,  and  the  like;  or  ndmdni , it  is  said, 
mav  mean  hvmns,  the  materials  or  means  of  adoration,  stotrdni 
namanaxddhandni . 
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5.  Men  exalt  thee  upon  earth : they  exalt  thee  for 
both  kinds  of  affluence,  (cattle  and  treasure,  which  thou 
bestowest  upon)  men:1  thou  who  extricatest  (us  from 
evil)  art  to  be  known  as  our  preserver,  as  the  unfail- 
ing father  and  mother  of  mankind. 

6.  Agni,  who  is  adorable,  affectionate,  the  offerer 
of  oblations  amongst  men,  the  giver  of  delight,  the 
celebrator  of  worship,  has  sat  down  (upon  the  altar) : 
let  us  approach  thee,  kindled  in  our  dwellings,  on 
bended  knees,  with  praise. 

7.  Intelligent,  hoping  for  happiness,  and  devout, 
we  glorify  thee,  adorable  Agni  : do  thou,  shining  with 
exceeding  lustre,  lead  men  to  heaven. 

8.  (We  glorify)  the  lord  of  men,2  of  ever-existing 
men ; the  wise,  the  destroyer  (of  foes),  the  showerer  (of 
benefits)  on  mankind,  the  moving,  the  bestower  of 
food,  the  purifier,  the  resplendent,  Agni,  who  is  wor- 
shipped for  (the  sake  of)  riches. 

9.  The  man,  Agni,  who  worships  thee,  who  praises 
thee,  who  offers  oblations  to  thee  with  kindled  fuel, 
who  presents  burnt-offerings  to  thee  with  prostrations, 
he  verily,  protected  by  thee,  obtains  all  desired  wealth. 

10.  To  thee,  mighty  Agni,  we  offer  exceeding 
adoration  with  prostrations,  with  fuel,  with  oblations : 
(we  glorify  thee)  on  the  altar,  son  of  strength,  with 
hymns  and  with  prayers : may  we  be  successful  in  our 
efforts  (to  gain)  thy  auspicious  favour. 

1 Janandm  may  also  mean,  for  the  gift  of  men,  that  is,  of  male 
posterity. 

2 Vispatim  visdin  sasvatinam : the  epithet  is  explained  nitya- 
ndm  ritwigyajamdnakikshandridm , constant,  characterizing 
priests  and  their  employers,  implying,  perhaps,  their  regular  and 
perpetual  observance  of  religious  institutes. 
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1 1 . Do  thou,  Agni,  who  hast  spread  heaven  and  earth 
with  light,  who  art  the  preserver  (of  man),  and  (who 
art)  to  be  glorified  with  praises,  shine  brightly  upon 
us  with  abundant  food,  and  with  substantial  riches. 

12.  Possessor  of  wealth,  bestow  upon  us  at  all 
times  opulence  conjoined  with  dependants,  and  (grant) 
abundance  of  cattle  to  our  sons  and  grandsons : may 
there  be  to  us  abundant  food,  satisfying  our  wishes, 
and  free  from  blame;  and  may  there  be  auspicious 
and  reputable  (means  of  subsistence). 

13.  Eoyal  Agni,  may  I obtain  from  thee  thy  many 
and  various  treasures  whereby  to  be  enriched;  for, 
Agni,  who  art  the  desired  of  multitudes,  infinite  are 
the  riches  (aggregated)  in  thee,  fit,  monarch,  for  thy 

. worshipper. 


FIFTH  ADHYAYA. 


ANUVAKA  I.  ( continued ). 


StjKTA  II.  (II.) 

The  deity  is  Agni;  the  Rhhi  is  Bhauadwaja  ; the  metre  is 
Anushtubh , except  in  the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Sahvari. 

1.  Thou  alightest,  Agni,  like  Mitra,  upon  the  ob- 
lation offered  with  the  dry  fuel : therefore,  beholder 
of  all,  possessor  of  riches,  thou  cherishest  us  with  food 
and  nourishment. 

2.  Men  verily  worship  thee  with  sacrifice  and  with 
praises:  the  inoffensive  sun,  the  sender  of  rain,  the 
beholder  of  the  universe,  proceeds  to  thee.1 


i The  sun,  it  is  said,  at  the  evening  enters  into  fire,  whence  it 
is  that  the  latter  is  visible  throughout  the  night : the  term 
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3.  The  offerers  of  praise,  sympathizing  in  satisfac- 
tion, kindle  thee  the  banner  of  the  sacrifice,  when  man, 
the  descendant  of  Manu,  desiring  happiness,  invokes 
thee  to  the  rite. 

4.  May  the  mortal  prosper  who  propitiates  thee, 
(his)  benefactor,  by  holy  rites:  through  the  protec- 
tion of  thee  who  art  resplendent,  he  overcomes  those 
who  hate  him,  as  if  they  were  mortal  sins.* 1 

5.  The  mortal  who  feeds  thy  consecrated  burnt- 
offering  with  fuel  enjoys,  Agni,  a dwelling  peopled 
with  descendants,  and  a life  of  a hundred  years. 

6.  The  pure  smoke  of  thee  the  resplendent  spreads 
through  the  firmament,  matures  (in  clouds),  and  thou, 
the  purifier,  shinest  with  radiance  like  the  sun,  when 
propitiated  by  praise.2 

7.  Thou  art  now  to  be  praised  amongst  the  people, 


for  sun,  in  the  text,  is  vdjin , he  who  goes  swiftly,  and  it  is  an 
appellative  also  of  fire  and  wind,  as  by  another  text,  agnir- 
vdyuh  siiryas  te  vai  vajinah , fire,  wind,  the  sun,  they  verily  are 
vajins, 

1 Sama-Veda,  i.  365,  but  the  reading  of  the  first  line  is  a 
little  different. 

2 Dyuta  ticam  kripa  rochase,  thou  shinest  with  light  by 
praise;  kripa  is  of  rather  doubtful  import:  it  occurs  subse- 
quently in  the  unmisfakeable  sense  of  diptyd,  with  lustre,  as  if 
the  word  was  properly  in  the  nominative  krip  ; Sdynna  here 
explains  it  by  stutyd , by  praise,  metaphorically,  or  literally,  by 
that  which  is  able  to  compel  the  presence  of  a deity,  abkimnkhi- 
karana  samarthyd : it  occurs  in  a pa«sage  quoted  in  the  Nirvkta , 
6.  8.,  where  it  has  apparently  the  sense  of  praise ; but  there  is 
no  explanation  beyond  its  derivation  from  krip,  to  be  able  or 
capable : M ahidhara , Yajush , 17.  10.,  explains  kripa,  sdmar- 
t hyena,  diptyd  va,  by  ability,  power,  or  by  lustre. 
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for  thou  art  our  well  beloved  guest,  venerated  like 
an  elder  in  a city,1 2  and  to  be  cherished  like  a son. 

8.  Thou  art  manifested  in  the  timber,  Agni,  by  the 
act  of  attrition : thou  art  the  bearer  (of  the  oblation), 
as  a horse  (is  of  his  rider) : thou  art  like  the  circum- 
ambient wind : thou  art  food  and  dwelling  ;J  thou  art 
like  a (new-born)  babe,  and  variable  (in  movement)  as 
a horse. 

9.  Thou  consumest,  Agni,  the  unfallen  (trees)  as 
an  animal  (feeds)  upon  pasture,  when,  undecaying 
deity,  the  flames  of  thee  who  art  resplendent  shear 
the  forests. 

10.  Thou  enterest  as  the  ministrant  priest  into  the 
habitations  of  men  who  wish  to  perform  sacrifice: 
render  them  prosperous,  benefactor  of  mankind:  be 
propitiated,  Angiras,  by  the  oblation. 

11.  Divine  Agni,  reverenced  as  a friend,  who  art 
abiding  in  heaven  and  earth,  communicate  our  praise 
to  the  gods : conduct  the  offerer  of  adoration  to  domestic 
felicity;  and  may  we  overcome  our  adversaries,  our 
iniquities, our  difficulties : may  we  overcome  those3  (sins 


1 Ranvah  puriva  jury  ah , sunur  na  trayay&yyah:  the  first 
part  is  interpreted  nagary  dm  vriddho  hitopadexhtd  raja  iva 
ramaniyah , to  be  had  recourse  to  as  to  an  old  Raja  giving  good 
council  in  a city  : the  second  half,  putra  iva  palaniyahf  to  be 
cherished  like  a son ; or  trayayayya  may  be  explained,  en- 
dowed with  three  merits,  learning,  penance,  devotion  ; or  one 
having  had  three  births,  the  natural,  investiture  with  the  sacred 
string,  and  initiation  or  preparation  for  sacred  rites,  dikshd . 

2 Swadhd  gay  ah  are  rendered  annam  griham  cha  : there  is  no 
verb,  but  the  scholiast  supplies  bhavasif  thou  art. 

3 The  text  has  ta  tarema,  may  we  cross  over  those,  which 
Say  ana  interprets  janmdntarakritdni  pdpdni. 

VOL.  III.  2 1) 
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Varga  III. 


of  a prior  existence) ; may  we  overcome  them  by  thy 
protection. 

StfKTA  III.  (III.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before  ; the  metre  is  Tri&htubh. 

1.  The  offerer  of  sacrifice,  born  for  religious  rites, 
who  lives  devoted,  Agni,  to  thee,  obtains  abundant 
light,  and  is  a man  whom  thou,  sympathizing  in  satis- 
faction with  Mitra  and  Varuna,  protectest  by  thy 
shield1  from  iniquity. 

2.  He  who  has  presented  (oblations)  to  Agni,  the 
possessor  of  desired  (wealth),  sacrifices  with  (all) 
sacrifices,  and  is  sanctified  by  (all)  holy  acts:  him, 
the  want  of  excellent  (posterity)  does  not  afliict,  nor 
does  sin  or  pride  affect  such  a mortal. 

3.  When  the  fearful  flames  of  thee,  whose  appear- 
ance is  (as)  faultless  as  (that  of)  the  sun,  spread  on 
every  side  as  (if  they  were)  the  lowing  heifers  of  the 
night,2  then  this  Agni,  the  asylum  of  all,  generated 
in  the  woods,  is  everywhere  beautiful. 

4.  Sharp  is  his  path,  and  his  vast  body  shines  like 
a horse  champing  fodder  with  his  mouth,  darting 
forth  his  tongue  like  a hatchet,  and  burning  timber 
to  ashes,  like  a goldsmith  who  fuses  (metal).3 

1 Tyajasa,  which  is  explained,  tydjanasddhanena  dyudhenu , 
by  a weapon  which  is  the  instrument  of  causing  abandonment 
or  escape. 

2 Heshaswatah  surudho  na  ayum  ahtoh  kutrac/ud  ranvah , i9 
not  very  intelligible:  according  to  Sdyana,  surudhah  means 
obstructors,  or  removers  of  sorrow,  t.  e.  cows,  sohasya  rod/iayitnr 
yah ; aktu,  night,  he  considers  put  for  night-walkers,  lluksha- 
sas  rdkshamdekswabh utu  daddti,  she,  night,  gives  them  their 
properties,  is  understood ; ranvah  is  an  epithet  of  ay  am,  this, 
Agni , ramaniya , agreeable,  beautiful. 

3 JJravir  na  druvnyuti  ddru  dhahshat,  is,  literally,  as  a 
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5.  He  casts  (afar  his  flames)  as  an  archer  (his 
arrows),  and  sharpens  when  about  to  dart  his  radiance, 
as  (a  warrior  whets)  the  edge  of  his  iron  (weapons),* 1 
he  who,  variously  moving,  passes  through  the  night, 
like  the  light-falling  foot  of  a bird  perched  upon  a 
tree. 

6.  Like  the  adorable  sun,  he  clothes  himself  with 
brilliant  (rays) : diffusing  friendly  light,  he  crackles 
with  (his  flame)  : (he  it  is)  who  is  luminous  by  night, 
and  who  lights  men  (to  their  work)  by  day;  who  is 
immortal  and  radiant;  who  lights  men  by  day, 

7.  Of  whom  a sound  is  heard  when  scattering  his 
rays  like  (that)  of  the  sun:  the  brilliant  showerer  (of 
benefits)  clamours  among  the  (burning)  plants:  he 
who,  moving  not  with  a shifting,  variable  motion,  but, 
humbling  (our  foes),  fills  the  well- wedded  earth  and 
heaven  with  wealth.2 

8.  He  who  (goes)  with  sacred  (rays),  as  if  with 
self-harnessed,  well-governed  (steeds),  who  shines  like 
lightning  with  his  own  scorching  (flames),  who  im- 


meltcr  causes  to  melt,  he  burns  the  timber ; or,  as  Sdyana  ex- 
plains it,  yathd  swarnakdrak  swarnddikam  drdvayati  tathdgnir 
vanam  bhasmasat  haroti , as  a goldsmith  fuses  gold  and  the  rest, 
so  Agni  reduces  the  wood  to  ashes : perhaps  something  more 
than  simple  fusion  of  metals  is  implied : the  alchemical  calcining 
or  permutation  of  them  would  be  more  analogous  to  the  burning 
of  timber,  or  its  reduction  to  ashes. 

1 Ayaso  na  dhardm : ay  as  has  here  the  force  of  the  Latin 
ferrum. 

2 A rodasi  vasund  supatni , sobhanapatike  dydvd  prithivyau 
dhanena  piirayuti  is  the  amplification  of  the  comment,  he  fills 
with  wealth  heaven  and  earth,  both  having  a brilliant  husband 
or  lord : who  that  is,  is  not  specified,  unless  it  be  Agni  or  Indi  a. 

2d  2 


Varga  IV. 
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pairs  the  vigour  of  the  Maruts,  he  glows  radiant  and 
rapid  as  the-wide-shining  sun.1 

StJKTA  IV.  (IV.) 

The  deity,  Rishit  and  metre  as  before. 

Varga  v.  1.  Son  of  strength,  invoker  (of  the  gods),  in  like 
manner  as  at  the  worship  of  the  gods  by  Manu  thou 
didst  offer  worship  with  sacrifices,  so  now,  Agni,  with 
willing  mind,  worship  for  us  the  assenting  deities, 
regarding  them  as  thy  equals. 

2.  May  that  Agni,  who,  like  the  illuminator  of  the 
day,  is  resplendent  and  cognisable  (by  all),  grant  us 
commendable  food ; he  who  is  the  life  of  all,  immortal, 
who  knows  all  that  exists,  who  is  our  guest,  waking 
amongst  men  at  dawn. 

3.  Whose  great  deeds  his  worshippers  now  cele- 
brate, who  is  clothed  with  light,  radiant  as  the  sun, 
exempt  from  decay,  the  purifier,  he  illumes  (all  things), 
and  destroys  the  ancient  cities  of  the  dispersed  (evil 
beings).2 

4.  Son  of  strength,  thou  art  to  be  praised:  Agni, 
sitting  upon  the  (sacrificial)  viands,  has  given  (to  his 
worshippers),  from  their  birth,  habitation  and  food : 
giver  of  strength,  bestow  strength  upon  us:  triumph 
like  a prince,  so  that  thou  mayest  abide  in  our  un- 
assailed (dwelling). 

5.  He  who  whets  his  (gloom) -dispersing  (radiance), 
who  eats  the  (offered)  oblation,  a sovereign  like  Yayu, 

1 Ribhur-na  is  explained  uru  bhdsamana  mrya  iva. 

2 A mas y a chid : from  as  to  pervade,  rydponastlasya , of  the 
pervader,  that  is,  according  to  Sayanaf  Rdkskasddeht  of  the 
Rdkshasas,  and  the  like  it  may  possibly  be  intended  for  a 
proper  name. 
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overcomes  the  nights:  may  we  prevail  (over  him) 
who  is  not  a donor  of  the  oblations  that  are  due, 
(Agni),  to  thee,  and  do  thou,  (swift)  as  a horse,  be 
the  destroyer  of  the  foes  assailing  (us). 

6.  Thou  overspreadest,  Agni,  heaven  and  earth  with 
radiance,  like  the  sun  with  his  lustrous  ravs : the  won- 
derful  Agni  disperses  the  glooms  like  the  adored  (sun) 
moving  on  his  path,  imbued  with  light. 

7.  We  celebrate  thee,  who  art  most  adorable,  with 
sacred  praises:1  hear,  Agni,  our  laudation:  the 
leaders  (of  rites)  earnestly  honour  thee  with  offerings, 
thee  who  art  divine  like  Indra,  and  like  VAyu  in 
strength. 

8.  Quickly  conduct  us,  Agni,  by  unmolested  paths, 
to  riches  and  prosperity:  (convey  us)  beyond  sin: 
those  delights  which  thou  givest  to  thine  adorers  (ex- 
tend) to  him  who  (now)  glorifies  thee,  and  may  we, 
living  for  a hundred  winters,  and  blessed  with  excel- 
lent posterity,  be  happy. 

Sukta  V.  (V.) 

The  Deity,  Hi  ski , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  I invoke  thee,  Agni,  the  son  of  strength,  the 
youthful,  the  irreproachable,  the  very  young;  thee 
who  art  wise,  the  sought  of  many,  the  merciful,  who 
bestowest  treasures  acceptable  to  all. 


i Arkasokaik,  prasasyair  diptikaranaih  xtotraih,  with  ex- 
cellent illustrating  praises,  or  it  may  be  an  epithet  of  Agni  with 
yukta  understood,  endowed  with,  or  possessed  of,  excellent 
radiance  ; prasasyair  diptibhir  yuktam  agnim : Maktdkara, 
Yajur-Veda , 33.  13.,  explains  it  arkavat  suchante , which  shine 
like  the  sun  ; and  hence  arkasokaih  means,  he  says,  mantraih , 
with  prayers. 


Varga  VI. 
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2.  Bright-blazing  Agni,  invoker  of  the  gods,  to 
thee  the  adorable  deities1  have  appropriated,  by  night 
and  day,  the  riches  (of  the  oblation) : they  have  de- 
posited in  the  purifier  (Agni)  all  good  things,  as 
they  have  placed  all  beings  upon  earth. 

3.  Thou  abidest  from  of  old  in  these  people,  and 
by  thy  deeds  hast  been  (to  them)  the  conveyer  of 
good  things;  thence,  sage  JAtavedas,  thou  bestowest 
continually  wealth  upon  the  sacrificer. 

4.  Do  thou,  protector  of  (thy)  friends,  who  art 
most  resplendent,  blazing  with  radiance,  consume  with 
thine  own  imperishable  flames  him  who  injures  us 
abiding  in  secret,  or  when  near  to  us  designs  us  harm. 

5.  He  who  propitiates  thee,  son  of  strength,  with 
sacrifice,  with  fuel,  with  prayers,  with  praises,  shines 
immortal  amongst  men,  eminent  in  wisdom  and  pos- 
sessed of  splendid  opulence  and  (abundant)  food. 

6.  Accomplish  quickly,  Agni,  that  for  which  thou 
art  solicited:  endowed  with  strength,  oppose  by 
strength  our  adversaries:  be  pleased,  thou  who  art 
anointed  with  radiance,  by  the  loud  vociferation  of 
thy  worshipper,  by  whom  thou  art  adored  with  hymns. 

7.  May  we  obtain  through  thy  protection,  Agni, 
that  which  we  desire : giver  of  riches,  may  we  obtain 
of  thee  riches  and  descendants : desiring  food,  may  we 
obtain  food : may  we  obtain,  imperishable  Agni,  im- 
perishable fame  (through  thee).2 


1 Yajniyasahf  yajnarhah , entitled  to  sacrifices,  an  appellative 
ordinarily  applied  to  the  devas;  but  here  the  scholiast  would 
render  it  yajamanah , the  sacrifices,  a sense  obviously  incompa- 
tible wilh  what  follows. 

2 Yajur-Veda , 18.  74. 
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S6kta  VI.  (VI.) 

Tlie  deity,  Iiishi , and  metre  as  before. 

* 1.  He  who  is  desirous  of  food  has  recourse  with  a Varga  vni. 
new  sacrifice,  approachable  son  of  strength,  (Agni), 
to  thee,  the  consumer  of  forests,  the  dark-pathed,  the 
bright-shining,  the  ministrant  (to  the  gods)  of  (sacri- 
ficial) food,  the  divine; 

2.  (Thee  who  art)  white-hued,  vociferous,  abiding 
in  the  firmament,  (associated)  with  the  imperishable, 
resounding  (winds),  the  youngest  (of  the  gods), 

Agni,  who,  purifying  and  most  vast,  proceeds,  feeding 
upon  numerous  and  substantial  (forests). 

3.  Pure  Agni,  thy  bright  flames,  fanned  by  the  wind, 
spread  wide  in  every  direction,  consuming  abundant 
(fuel);  divine,  fresh-rising,  they  play  upon  the  woods, 
enveloping  them  in  lustre. 

4.  Resplendent  Agni,  thy  bright  rays,  horses  let 
loose  (from  the  rein),  shear  the  earth;1  thy  (band  of 
flame),  mounting  above  the  high-lands  of  the  many- 
tinted  (earth),2  blazes  fiercely. 

5.  The  flame  of  the  showerer,  (Agni),  repeatedly 
descends  like  the  hurled  thunderbolt  of  the  rescuer  of 
the  cattle : like  the  prowess  of  a hero  is  the  destroying 
(energy)  of  Agni  : irresistible  and  fearful,  he  consumes 
the  forests. 

6.  Thou  overspreadest  the  accessible  places  of  the 

1 Ktltdtn  vapanti ,mundayanti,  lit.  shave  the  earth,  the  plants 
of  which  constitute  the  hair:  see  vol.  i.  p.  178,  verse  4. 

2 Y dtayamdno  adhi  sdnu  prisneh,  bhumer-upari  parvata- 
yrad'ikam  prati  swakryam  ay  ram  vydpdrayan , displaying  its 
own  point  or  Hame  upon  the  summit,  and  the  like,  of  the  moun- 
tains upon  the  earth  : volcanic  eruptions  may  be  possibly  alluded 
to. 
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earth  with  light  by  the  energy  of  thy  powerful,  ex- 
citing (influence):  do  thou  disperse  all  perils,  and, 
baffling  (our)  adversaries  by  thy  mighty  (powers), 
destroy  (our)  foes. 

7.  Wonderful  Agni,  of  wonderful  strength,  bestower 
of  delight,  grant  to  us,  and  to  him  who  praises  thee 
with  gratifying  (praises),  wonderful,  most  wonderful 
riches,  conferring  fame,  supplying  food,  comprehending 
male  descendants,  delectable  and  infinite.1 

StiKTA  VII.  (VII.) 

Aoxi  as  Vaiswanara  is  the  deity  ; the  Rixlii  is  as  before  ; the 
metre  of  the  two  last  stanzas  is  Jagati , of  the  rest  Trishtubh. 

Varga  ix.  1.  The  gods  have  generated  Vaiswanara.2  Agni, 
as  the  brow  of  heaven,  the  unceasing  pervader  of 
earth,  born  for  (the  celebration  of)  sacrifice,  wise,  im- 
perial, the  guest  of  men,  in  whose  mouth  (is)  the 
vessel  (that  conveys  the  oblation  to  the  gods).3 

2.  (The  worshippers)  glorify  together,  (Agni),  the 
bond  of  sacrifices,4  the  abode  of  riches,  the  great 


1 In  the  first  half  of  the  stanza  the  word  chitra , wonderful, 
in  the  second,  ch a ndray  delightful,  are  alliteratively  repeated,  sa 
chitra  chitram  chitayantam  asme  chitrakshatra  chitratamam, 
and  chandram  royim  chandra  chandrdbhih,  See. 

2 Deva  may  also  be  applied  to  the  priests  who  generate  Agni 
by  attrition : Vaiswanara  is  variously  explained,  but  it  most 
usually  implies,  what  or  who  belongs  to,  or  is  beneficial  to,  all 
(vistca)  men  ( narah ). 

3 Sdma-Veda,  i.  67,  II.  400;  Yajur-Vcda , 7.24.:  MaM- 
dhara's  explanation  is  to  the  same  effect  as  Sdyana's , only  more 
full. 

4 Ndbhim  yajndnam : ndbhi  is  here  explained  nakanam, 
bandhakam , the  connecting  link  or  binding  of  different  religious 
rites. 
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receptacle  of  burnt-offerings : the  gods  generate  Vais- 
wAnara,  the  conveyer  of  oblations,  the  emblem  of 
sacrifice.1 

3.  The  offerer  of  (sacrificial)  food  becomes  wise, 
Agni,  from  thee:  from  thee  heroes  become  the  van- 
quishers of  foes : therefore  do  thou,  royal  VaiswAnara, 
bestow  upon  us  enviable  riches. 

4.  All  the  worshippers  together  praise  thee,  im- 
mortal Agni,  when  born  like  an  infant:  when  thou 
shinest,  VaiswAnara,  between  the  parental  (heaven 
and  earth),  they  obtain  immortality  through  thy 
(sacred)  rites. 

5.  Agni,  VaiswAnara,  these  thy  mighty  deeds  no 
one  can  resist : when  born  on  the  lap  of  thy  parents,' 2 
thou  hast  stationed  the  banner  of  the  days  on  the 
paths  of  the  firmament. 

6.  The  summits  of  the  firmament  are  measured  by 
the  light  of  VaiswAnara,  the  manifester  of  ambrosial 
(rain)  : all  the  regions  are  overspread  (by  the  vapour) 
on  his  brow,3  and  the  seven  gliding  (streams)  spring 
from  thence  like  branches. 

7.  VaiswAnara,  the  performer  of  sacred  acts,  is  he 
who  made  the  regions;  foreseeing  (he  has  made)  the 
luminaries  of  heaven,  and  has  spread  throughout  all 
worlds;  the  irresistible  guardian  (of  all),  the  protector 
of  ambrosial  (rain). 


1 Santa-  Veda,  II.  492. 

2 That  is,  according  to  the  scholiast,  in  the  antariksha , or 
firmament. 

6 This  idea  has  occurred  before : the  smoke  that  rises  from 
sacrificial  fires  becomes  clouds  in  the  atmosphere,  whence  rain 
falls  and  rivers  are  filled. 
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StfKTA  VIII.  (VIII.) 

Tlic  deity  and  Rixhi  as  before ; the  metre  of  the  last  verse  is 
Trishtubh , of  the  rest  Jngatu 

1 . I commemorate  promptly  at  the  holy  ceremony 
the  might  of  the  all-pervading  JAta  vedas,  the  showerer, 
the  radiant : new,  pure,  and  graceful  praise  issues  (from 
me),  like  the  Soma-juice  (from  the  filter),  to  Agni 
VaiswAnara. 

2.  That  Agni  who,  as  soon  as  born  in  the  highest 
heaven,  the  protector  of  sacred  rites,  protects  the  pious 
acts  (of  men),  he  has  made  the  manifold  firmament: 
Vaiswanara,  the  performer  of  good  deeds,  has  attained 
heaven  by  his  greatness. 

3.  The  friend  (of  all),  the  wonderful  (Agni),  has 
upheld  heaven  and  earth:  he  has  hidden  darkness 
within  light:  he  has  spread  out  the  two  sustaining 
(worlds,  heaven  and  earth),  like  two  skins:  VaiswA- 
nara  comprehends  all  (creative)  energy. 

4.  The  mighty  Maruts  have  seized  upon  him  on  the 
lap  of  the  waters  (in  the  firmament),  and  men  have 
acknowledged  him  as  their  adorable  sovereign : MAta- 
riswan,  the  messenger  of  the  gods,  has  brought  Agni 
VaiswAnara  (hither)  from  the  distant  (sphere  of  the) 
sun. 

5.  To  those,  Agni,  who  repeat  new  (praises)  to 
thee,  the  object  of  their  worship  from  age  to  age, 
grant  riches  and  famous  (posterity) : strike  down,  un- 
decaying sovereign,  the  sinner  with  thy  blaze  like  the 
thunderbolt,  as  if  he  were  a tree. 

6.  Grant,  Agni,  to  us  who  are  affluent  in  (offerings), 
wealth  that  cannot  be  taken  away,  that  is  exempt 
from  decay,  and  that  comprehends  excellent  male  de- 
scendants: may  we  obtain,  Agni  VaiswAnara,  him- 
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dreds  and  thousands  of  viands  through  thy  protection. 

7.  Adored  Agni,  present  in  the  three  worlds,  pro- 
tect thy  worshippers  with  thine  irresistible  protections, 
preserve  the  strength  of  us  who  offer  (oblations) : 
glorified  (by  us),  Agni  VaiswAnara,  transport  us 
(beyond  evil). 

SfiKTA  IX.  (IX.) 

Deity,  Riski,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  The  dark  day  and  the  light  day  revolve  alternate,  Var8a  XI- 
affecting  (the  world)  by  their  recognisable  (pro- 
perties): Agni  VaiswAnara,  manifested  like  a prince, 

dispels  darkness  by  his  lustre. 

2.  I understand  not  the  threads  (of  the  warp), 
nor  the  threads  of  the  woof,  nor  that  (cloth)  which 
those  who  are  assiduous  in  united  exertion  weave: 
of  what  (man)  may  the  son  declare  the  words  that  are 
to  be  spoken  in  the  next  world,  (instructed)  by  a 
father  abiding  below.1 


1 The  first  half  of  the  stanza  reads  ndham  tantnm  va  vijand - 
my-otum,  na  yam  vayanti  samare  atamdndh , and  implies,  ac- 
cording to  those  who  know  tradition,  xampraddyavidah , says 
Sdyana,  a figurative  allusion  to  the  mysteries  of  sacrifice  : the 
threads  of  the  warp,  tantu , are  the  metres  of  the  Vedas,  those  of 
the  woof,  otu,  the  liturgic  prayers  and  ceremonial,  the  combina- 
tion of  which  two  is  the  cloth,  or  sacrifice : the  dtmavidah , or, 
Veddnti* , understand  it  as  alluding  to  the  mysteries  of  creation, 
the  threads  of  the  warp  being  the  subtile  elements,  those  of  the 
woof  the  gross,  and  their  combination  the  universe:  either  in- 
terpretation is  sufficiently  intelligible,  but  the  former  harmonizes 
best  with  the  character  of  the  Veda : it  is  less  easy  to  give  intel- 
ligibility to  the  second  half,  kasya  swit  putra  iha  vahtwdni, 
paro  vadati  avarena  pitrd , and  the  scholiast  does  not  materially 
help  us : of  whom  (may)  the  son  (say)  in  this  world  the  words 
that  are  to  be  said,  (which)  the  subsequent  (may  say)  by  the 
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3.  He  verily  knows  the  threads  of  the  warp  and  of 
the  woof,  he  speaks  in  due  season  what  is  to  be  said, 
who  comprehends  all  this  (universe);  who  is  the 
protector  of  ambrosial  water,  sojourning  both  above 
and  below,  and  contemplating  (the  world)  under  a 
different  (manifestation).1 

4.  This  VaiswXnara  is  the  first  offerer  of  burnt-offer- 
ings : behold  him : this  is  the  light  immortal  amongst 
mortals : he  has  been  born  in  a bodily  shape,  immove- 
able, all-pervading,  immortal,  ever  increasing. 

5.  A steady  light,  swifter  than  thought,  stationed 
among  moving  beings  to  shew  (the  way)  to  happiness  :2 

father  being  after  or  below,  is,  with  a little  assistance,  the  literal 
translation  : Sayana  explains  putra  by  manushya,  a man,  vak- 
tu'dni  by  vahfavydni,  para  by  parastat,  or  amushmin  lohe  vart - 
tamdno  yah  suryak , the  sun  who  is  abiding  in  the  other  or 
future  world,  he  being  instructed,  anusishtak  sanf  by  the  father 
abiding  below,  or  in  this  world,  pitrd  avast  at  asviin  lohe  vart - 
tamanena , that  is,  by  Agni  Vaisicdnara , vaisw&nardgnina , as  it 
is  elsewhere  said,  vaixwanarasya  putro  asau  parastdd-divi  ya 
sthitah , he  is  the  son  of  Vaisicdnara , who  is  stationed  above,  or 
in  heaven  : all  that  may  be  intended  is,  that  no  human  being  can 
explain  the  mysteries  of  sacrifice,  although  the  sun  may  be 
able  to  do  so,  having  been  instructed  in  them  by  Agni , his 
parent  or  source,  the  sun  being  no  more  than  the  Agni  of 
heaven  : as  regards  the  mysteries  of  creation,  Sayana  explains 
the  passage,  no  man,  however  taught  by  a father  born  after 
creation,  can  rightly  know  any  thing  previous  to  his  birth,  either 
in  this  world  or  the  next. 

1 Or  as  the  sun,  whilst  upon  earth  Agni  or  Vaisivdnara  is 
manifest  as  fire. 

2 According  to  the  Veddnti  view  of  the  text,  the  light  is 
Brahma,  seated  spontaneously  in  the  heart  as  the  means  of  true 
knowledge,  to  which  all  the  senses,  together  with  the  mind  and 
consciousness,  refer,  as  to  the  one  cause  of  creation,  or  Para - 
mdtmd,  supreme  spirit. 
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all  the  gods  being  of  one  mind,  and  of  like  wisdom, 
proceed  respectfully  to  the  presence  of  the  one  (chief) 
agent,  (Vaiswanara). 

6.  Mine  ears  are  turned  (to  hear  him),  mine  eyes 
(to  behold  him) ; this  light  that  is  placed  in  the 
heart  (seeks  to  know  him) ; my  mind,  the  receptacle 
of  distant  (objects),  hastens  (towards  him):  what 
shall  I declare  (him)?  how  shall  I comprehend  him? 

7.  All  the  gods,  alarmed,  venerate  thee,  Agni, 
abiding  in  darkness:  may  VaiswAnara  preserve  us 
with  his  protection : may  the  immortal  Agni  preserve 
us  with  his  protection. 

S6kta  X.  (X.) 

The  deity  is  Aoni  ; the  Rishi  as  before  ; the  metre  is  Trishtubk, 
except  in  the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Viraj. 

1.  Place  before  you  at  the  progressive,  uninter- 
rupted sacrifice,  the  divine,  adorable,  perfect  Agni, 
with  prayers;  for  he,  the  resplendent  JAtavedas, 
makes  us  prosperous  in  sacred  rites. 

2.  Brilliant,  many-rayed  Agni,  invoker  of  the  gods, 
kindled  with  many  fires,  (hear)  this  (praise)  of  men; 
which  delightful  praise,  pure  as  the  clarified  butter 
(that  has  been  filtered),  his  worshippers  offer  unto  him 
as  MamatA  (formerly  offered  it). 

3.  He  thrives  in  abundance  amongst  men,  who, 
pious,  presents  to  Agni  (oblations)  with  prayers:  the 
wonderfully  radiant  Agni  places  him  with  marvellous 
protection  in  the  enjoyment  of  pasturage  full  of  herds 
of  cattle. 

4.  The  dark-pathed,  as  soon  as  generated,  filled 
with  his  afar-seen  light  the  two  spacious  (worlds): 


i 
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he,  the  purifier,  is  now  beheld  dispersing  with  his 
radiance  the  thick  glooms  of  night. 

5.  Bestow  quickly,  Agni,  upon  us  who  are  affluent 
(in  oblations),  wondrous  wealth,  with  abundant 
viands,  and  protections,  such  as  enrich  other  men  with 
wealth,  with  food,  and  with  male  descendants. 

6.  Agni,  desirous  (of  the  offering),  accept  this 
sacrifice,  this  food  wrhich  the  presenter  (of  the  obla- 
tion), sitting  down  (before  thee),  offers  unto  thee: 
accept  the  blameless  (praises)  of  the  Biiaradwaja 
(race),  and  favour  them  that  they  may  obtain  many 
sorts  of  food. 

7.  Scatter  (our)  enemies;  augment  our  abundance ; 
and  may  we,  blessed  with  virtuous  male  descendants, 
enjoy  happiness  for  a hundred  winters. 

Sukta  XI.  (XI.) 

Deity,  JRishi , and  metre  as  before. 

Varga  xiii.  1.  Agni,  invoker  of  the  gods,  do  thou  who  art 
adorable,  being  instigated  by  us,  worship  at  our  pre- 
sent rite  the  foe-repelling  (troop)  of  the  Maruts,  and 
bring  to  our  sacrifice  Mitra  and  Varuna,  the  Nasa- 
tyas,  and  Heaven  and  Earth. 

2.  Thou  art  amidst  mortals  at  the  celebration  (of 
sacrifice),  the  invoker  of  the  gods,  (thou  who  art) 
most  deserving  of  praise,  a divinity  doing  us  no  harm : 
the  bearer  (of  the  oblation)  offers  (the  gods),  Agni, 
thine  own  body  with  purifying  liame  as  if  with  their 
mouth. 

3.  Praise,  solicitous  of  wealth,  is  ever  addressed, 
Agni,  to  thee,  inasmuch  as  thy  manifestation  (enables) 
the  worshipper  to  sacrifice  to  the  gods,  when  the  pious 
sage,  the  most  earnest  adorer  amongst  the  Angirasas, 
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the  reciter  (of  the  hymn),  repeats  at  the  ceremony 
the  gratifying  measure. 

* 4.  The  brilliant  Agni,  mature  in  wisdom,  has  shone 
resplendently : offer  worship  to  the  wide-spread  heaven 
and  earth,  thou  whom,  well-fed,  the  five  races  of  men, 
bearing  oblations,  propitiate,  with  (sacrificial)  food, 
as  if  thou  wast  a mortal  guest. 

5.  When  the  holy  grass  has  been  cut,  (to  be  pre- 
sented) to  Agni,  with  the  oblation;  when  the  well- 
trimmed  ladle,  filled  with  butter,  has  been  lifted  up; 
then  thy  receptacle,  (the  altar),  has  been  prepared  on 
the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  the  sacred  rite  is  had 
recourse  to,  as  light  (concentrates)  in  the  sun. 

6.  Agni,  many-rayed,  invoker  of  the  gods,  blazing 
with  brilliant  fires,  bestow  upon  us  riches;  and  may 
we,  Son  of  strength,  clothing  thee  with  oblations, 
overcome  iniquity  (like)  a foe. 

Sukta  XII.  (XII.) 

Deity,  Rixlii,  and  metre  as  before 

1.  Agni,  the  invoker  of  the  gods,  the  lord  of  sacri- 
fice, abides  in  the  dwelling  of  the  insti tutor  of  the 
rite,1  to  offer  sacrifice  to  heaven  and  earth : he,  the 
Son  of  strength,  th^  observer  of  truth,  has  overspread 
(the  world)  from  afar,  like  the  sun,  with  light. 

2.  Adorable  and  resplendent  Agni,  to  wrhom,  ma- 
ture in  wisdom,  the  worshipper  offers  oblations  at 
every  sacred  rite,  do  thou,  who  art  present  in  the 
three  (worlds),  move  with  the  speed  of  the  traverser 


1 Todasya,  from  tud,  to  torment  or  distress,  lie  who  is  dis- 
tressed by  ascetic  devotion,  tapasd  jndyate , that  is,  the  yaja- 
mana. 
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(of  the  sky,  the  sun),  to  convey  the  valuable  oblations 
of  men  (to  the  gods). 

3.  He,  whose  pure  and  spreading  flame  blazes  in 
the  forest,  shines  with  increasing  intensity,  like  the 
sun1  on  his  (celestial)  path:  rushing  like  the  innox- 
ious (wind)2  amongst  the  plants,  immortal,  unim- 
peded, he  lights  up  (all  things)  by  his  own  (lustre). 

4.  Agni,  who  knows  all  that  exists,  is  propitiated 
in  our  dwelling  by  our  praises,  like  those  gratifying 
(commendations  which  proceed)  from  one  soliciting 
(a  favour):3  feeder  upon  trees,  consumer  of  forests, 
impetuous  in  act  as  the  bull,  the  (progenitor  of  calves), 
he  is  glorified  by  the  celebration  of  sacrifices. 

5.  They  glorify  his  flames  in  this  world:  when, 
easily  thinning  the  woods,  they  spread  over  the  earth : 
he,  who  glides  along  unarrested,  and  rapid  in  move- 
ment as  a fast  flying  thief,  shines  over  the  desert. 

6.  Quick-moving  Agni,  kindled  with  all  (thy)  fires, 
(guard)  us  from  reproach:  thou  bestowest  riches, 
thou  scatterest  adversaries : may  we,  blessed  with  ex- 
cellent male  descendants,  enjoy  happiness  for  a hun- 
dred winters. 


1 Todo  adhvan  na:  here  tnda  is  said  to  signify  the  sun  as  the 
sarvasya  preraka , the  urger,  impeller,  or  animator  of  all. 

2 Adrogho  na  may  also  mean,  according  to  Snyanaf  as  of  one 
not  liable  to  be  oppressed  or  harmed,  adrogdhavya , or  it  may 
imply  the  vital  air,  the  non-injurer,  the  sustainer  of  all,  prdna 
rupena  sarveshdm  adrogdhaf  that  is,  the  wind,  vdyuk. 

2EtaHna:  etari  is  explained  gantari,  a goer;  yachamane 
puruxhe  vidyamanani  stotrani  yatha  atyantam  xuhhahar&ni 
like  praises  which  being  present  in  a man  soliciting,  going,  or 
applying  to  another,  are  the  yielders  of  very  great  pleasure. 
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Si/kta  XIII.  (XIII.) 

The  deity.  RuhL  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Auspicious  Agni,  all  good  things  proceed  from 
thee,  like  branches  (from  the  trunk)  of  a tree,  re- 
nowned riches,  vigour  for  the  destruction  of  foes,  the 
rain  of  heaven : thou  art  to  be  glorified,  the  sender  of 
the  waters. 

2.  Do  thou,  who  art  adorable,1  bestow  upon  us 
precious  wealth : beautiful  with  radiance,  thou  passest 
(around)  liko  the  circumambient  (wind):  thou, 
divine  Agni,  art  like  Mitra,  the  giver  of  abundant 
water  and  ample  wealth. 

3.  That  man,  the  protector  of  the  virtuous,  de- 
stroys, Agni,  his  enemy  by  his  strength,  and  baffles, 
intelligent,  the  might  of  (the  Asvra)  Pani,  whom 
thou,  the  wise,  the  parent  of  sacrifice,  consentient  with 
the  grandson  of  the  waters,'2  encouragest  (in  the  hope) 
of  riches. 

4.  The  mortal  who  by  praise,  by  prayers,  by  sacri- 
fices, attracts,  Son  of  strength,  thy  heightened  (ra- 
diance) to  the  altar,  enjoys  all-sufficiency  and  corn, 
and  abounds  in  wealth. 

5.  Grant,  Son  of  strength,  to  men  (who  praise  thee), 
those  abundant  viands  and  excellent  descendants, 
(that  may  contribute)  to  their  prosperity:  grant  also 
that  copious  sustenance  from  cattle,  which  by  thy 


1 Twam  Bhago  na  might  be  rendered,  thou  like  Bhaga ; hut 
the  scholiast  makes  the  first  an  adjective,  hhajamya , to  be  wor- 
shipped or  propitiated,  and  considers  na  as  nasf  us. 

2 Sajosha  vaptrdpdm , the  grandson  of  the  waters  is  said  here 
to  mean  the  lightning,  vidyutagnind  mngatas-twam , thou  associ- 
ated with  the  lightning-fire. 
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strength  thou  takest  away  from  a churlish  and  malig- 
nant adversary. 

6.  Agni,  Son  of  strength,  do  thou  who  art  mighty 
be  our  councillor : give  us  sons  and  grandsons,  together 
with  food : may  I,  by  all  my  praises,  obtain  the  ful- 
filment of  my  desires : may  we,  blessed  with  excellent 
male  descendants,  enjoy  happiness  for  a hundred 
winters. 

Surta  XIV.  (XIV.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before;  the  metre  is  Anushtubh , except 
in  the  last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Sakvari . 

1 . May  the  mortal  who  propitiates  Agni  by  devo- 
tion and  worship,  together  with  praises,  quickly 
become  distinguished  as  first  (amongst  men),  and 
acquire  ample  food  for  the  support  (of  his  children). 

2.  Agni  verily  is  most  wise;  he  is  the  chief  per- 
former of  religious  rites,  a holy  sage : the  progeny  of 
men  glorify  Agni  as  the  invoker  of  the  gods  at  sacri- 
fices. 

3.  The  manifold  treasures  of  the  enemy  (detached 
from  them)  are  emulous,  Agni,  for  the  preservation  (of 
thy  worshippers) : men  who  worship  thee,  triumphing 
over  the  spoiler,  seek  to  shame  him  who  celebrates  no 
sacred  rite  by  (their)  observances. 

4.  Agni  bestows  (upon  his  worshippers)  a male 
descendant,  (the  performer  of  good)  works,  the  sub- 
duer of  foes,  the  protector  of  the  virtuous,  at  whose 
appearance  his  enemies  tremble  through  fear  of  his 
prowess. 

5.  The  mighty  and  divine  Agni,  endowed  with 
knowledge,  protects  the  mortal  from  reproach  whose 
rich  (offerings)  are  unobstructed  (by  evil  spirits), 
and  unshared  by  other  (offerers)  at  sacrifices. 
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6.  Divine  Agni,  revered  as  a friend,  who,  abiding 
in /heaven  and  earth,  communicates  our  praise  to  the 
gods,  conduct  the  offerer  of  adoration  to  domestic 
felicity,  and  may  we  overcome  our  adversaries,  our 
iniquities,  our  difficulties : may  we  overcome  them  by 
thy  protection.1 

St/KTA  XV.  (XV.) 

The  deity  is  Agni  ; the  Rishi  either  VItahavva,  of  the  family 
of  Angiras,  or  Bharadwa'ja,  as  before  ; the  metre  varies  ; 
that  of  the  first,  second,  fourth,  fifth,  seventh,  eighth,  and 
ninth  stanzas  is  Jagali ; of  die  third  and  fifteenth,  Sakvari  ; 
of  the  sixth,  Atisakvari ; of  the  seventeenth,  Anushtubh ; of 
the  tenth  and  following  four,  and  of  the  sixteenth  and  nine- 
teenth, Trushtubh. 

1.  Propitiate  by  praises  this  guest  who  wakes  at 
dawn,  the  cherisher  of  all  people,  who  on  every  occa- 
sion descends,  pure  of  origin,  from  heaven,  and,  present 
as  the  embryo  (in  the  wood  of  attrition),  consumes 
immediately  the  offered  (oblation). 

2.  Wonderful  Agni,  whom,  adorable  and  upward 
flaming,  the  Bhrigus  regard  as  a friend,  deposited  in 
the  wood  of  (attrition),  be  pleased  with  ViTAHAVYA,2 
since  thou  art  glorified  by  (his)  praise  every  day. 

3.  Do  thou,  who  art  unresisted,  become  the  bene- 
factor of  him  who  is  skilled  (in  sacred  rites),  his 
defender  against  a near  or  distant  enemy : Son  of 
strength,  who  art  ever  renowned,  grant  wealth  and  a 
dwelling  to  VItahavya,  the  offerer  of  the  oblation.3 

1 This  is  the  same  passage  as  occurs  in  Sukta  in.  v.  11,  see 
p.  385. 

2 If  applied  to  Bharadwdja  this  will  be  an  appellative,  he 
by  whom  oblations  are  offered. 

3 Vitahavyaya  bharadwajdyaf  either  of  these  may  be  taken 
as  the  name  or  the  epithet ; to  Vitahavya , the  bearer,  bharat , of 

2 E 2 
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4.  Propitiate  with  pious  praises  the  radiant  Agni, 
jour  guest,  the  guide  to  heaven,  the  invoker  of  the 

gods  (at  the  sacrifice)  of  Manu,  the  celebrator  of  holy 

» 

rites,  the  speaker  of  brilliant  words  like  a learned 
sage,  the  bearer  of  oblations  (to  the  gods),  the  lord, 
the  divine. 

5.  (Propitiate  him)  who  shines  upon  the  earth  with 
purifying  and  enlightening  lustre,  as  the  dawns  with 
light;  him,  who  like  (a  warrior)  discomfiting  (his 
foes)  quickly  blazed  forth  in  the  contest  in  defence  of 
Ktasa;* 1  him,  who  is  satiated  (with  food),  exempt 
from  decay. 

6.  Worship  repeatedly  the  adorable  Agni  with  fuel; 
(him)  who  is  ever  your  dear  friend,  your  guest:  ap- 
proach the  immortal  Agni  with  praises,  for  he,  a god 
among  gods,  accepts  our  homage. 

7.  I glorify  with  praise  the  kindled  Agni,  pure, 
purifying,  permanent,  (placed)  before  (us)  at  the 
sacrifice:  let  us  celebrate  with  pleasant  (hymns)  the 
wise  Agni,  the  invoker  of  the  gods,  the  adored  of 
many,  the  benevolent,  the  far-seeing,  him  who  knows 
all  that  exists. 

8.  Thee,  Agni,  have  gods  and  men  in  every  age 
retained  as  their  messenger,  immortal  bearer  of  obla- 
tions, beneficent,  adorable : they  have  placed  him  with 
reverence  (upon  the  altar),  vigilant,  pervading,  the 
protector  of  mankind. 

9.  Showing  grace,  Agni,  to  both  (gods  and  men), 

the  oblation,  vdja,  or  to  Bharadwaja,  by  whom  is  offered,  vita, 
the  oblation,  havya. 

1 See  vol.  i.  |>.  165,  verse  15:  Mahidhara , Yajvsli , 17.  10., 
explains  clam  by  its  other  meaning,  a horsa,  but  his  interpreta- 
tion of  the  passage  is  not  very  distinct. 
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and  at  each  sacred  rite  the  messenger  of  the  gods,  thou 
traversest  earth  and  heaven:  inasmuch  as  we  oiler 
thee  worship  and  praise,  therefore  do  thou,  who  art  the 
guardian  of  the  three  (regions),  be  auspicious  to  us.1 

10.  We  of  little  wisdom  adore  the  most  wise  Agni, 
the  well-formed,  the  well-looking,  the  graceful-moving : 
may  Agni,  who  knows  all  things  that  are  to  be  known, 
offer  the  sacrifice : may  he  announce  the  oblation  to 
the  immortals. 

1 1 . Thou  cherishest,  thou  protectest,  Agni,  that  Var8a  X1X- 
man  who  offers  worship,  hero,  to  thee,  the  far-seeing : 

thou  rewardest  with  strength  and  with  riches  him 
(who  undertakes)  the  institution,  (who  effects)  the 
accomplishment,  of  the  sacrifice.2 

12.  Protect  us,  Agni,  from  the  malignant,  preserve 
us,  mighty  one,  from  wickedness:  may  the  offering 
come  to  thee  free  from  defects ; may  desirable  riches, 
by  thousands,  (reach  us). 

13.  Agni  is  the  invoker  of  the  gods,  the  lord  of 
the  house,  the  ruler,  who  knows  all  that  is,  knows  all 
existing  beings ; he  is  the  most  assiduous  worshipper 
amongst  gods  or  men : let  him  who  is  observant  of 
truth  offer  worship. 

14.  Agni,  minister  of  the  sacrifice,  bright  with 
purifying  lustre,  approve  of  that  (worship)  which  is 


1 This  and  the  two  preceding  stanzas  occur  in  the  Sdma-  Vecla, 

ii.  917—919. 

2 Yajnasya  v a nisitim  vd  uditim  vd  : the  first  is  explained  by 
Sayana , sanskara , perfection,  accomplishment ; the  second, 
udyamanam,  going  up  or  over,  perhaps,  finishing : the  relation 
of  either  to  ynjna  is  questionable,  as  they  are  both  separated 
from  it  by  the  disjunctive,  vd,  or. 
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this  day  celebrated  by  the  insti tutor  of  the  rite : thou 
verily  art  the  sacrificer,  therefore  address  the  worship 
(to  the  gods) ; and  since  by  thy  greatness  thou  art 
all-pervading,  therefore,  youngest  (of  the  gods),  accept 
the  oblations  which  are  to-day  (presented)  to  thee. 

15.  Look,  Agni,  upon  the  (sacrificial)  viands  duly 
deposited  (upon  the  altar) : Heaven  and  Earth  detain 
thee  to  sacrifice  (to  the  gods) : opulent  Agni,  protect 
us  in  battle,  whereby  we  may  pass  safe  over  all  evils : 
may  we  pass  over  those  of  a prior  existence : may  we 
pass  over  them  by  thy  protection.1 

16.  Bright-rayed  Agni,  sit  down  first  with  all  the 
gods,  upon  the  altar  lined  with  wool,  a nest  (of  per- 
fumes) and  suffused  with  ghi ,2  and  rightly  convey 
(to  the  deities)  the  sacrifice  of  the  insti  tutor  of  the 
rite,  of  the  presenter  of  the  oblation.3 

17.  The  priests  churn  thee,  Agni,  as  was  done  by 
Atharvan,  and  bring  him  from  the  glooms  of  night, 
wandering  deviously,  but  not  bewildered.4 


1 See  the  last  verse  of  the  preceding  Sukta . 

2 Urnavantam , hut&yinam  ghritavantam:  the  stanza  is  quoted 
in  the  Aitareya  Brdkmana , with  a partial  explanation,  which  is 
amplified  by  Sayana : the  altar  is  built  up  like  the  nest  of  a 
bird,  hiildy a , with  circles,  paridkayak,  of  the  wood  of  the  khayar 
or  devaddru , in  which,  avisambandah  romaviseskak,  sheep’s 
wool ; and  fragrant  resins,  the  materials  of  incense  ( guggulu 
dhupasadkanam ),  are  placed,  ete  uttaravedydm  sthdpit.dk  sam - 
bhdrdli , these  appurtenances  are  placed  in  the  northern  altar. 

3 Savitre  yajamdndya,  according  to  Sayana,  should  be  in 
the  genitive  case,  shasktyarthe  chaturthyeshd ; but  in  his  com- 
ment on  the  Brdkmana  he  explains  the  terms  anushthatre 
ynjamandya  tadnpaharartham , for  the  sake  of  the  benefit  of 
the  sacrificinii  institutor  of  the  ccremonv. 

4 Ankuyantam  amuram:  the  first  refers,  according  to  the 
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18.  Be  bom,  Agni,  at  the  sacrifice,  for  the  welfare 
of  the  offerer  (of  the  oblation)  to  the  gods:  bring 
hither  the  immortal  deities,  the  augmenters  of  the 
(sacred)  rite : present  our  sacrifice  to  the  gods. 

19.  Lord  of  the  house,  Agni,  we,  amongst  men, 
promote  thine  increase  by  fuel:  may  our  domestic 
fires  be  supplied  with  all  that  is  essential :*  1 enliven  us 
with  brilliant  radiance. 

ANUVAKA  II. 


ADHYAYA  V.  ( continued ). 

Sukta  I.  (XVI.) 

The  deity  is  Agni,  the  Rishi  Bharadwaja;  the  metre  is 
Gayatri , modified  in  the  first,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth 
verses  as  Varddhamdnd  Gayatri , and,  with  the  exception  of 
the  twenty-seventh,  forty-seventh,  and  forty-eighth  verses,  in 
which  it  is  Anushtubh , and  of  the  forty-sixth,  in  which  it 
is  Trishtubh : the  Sukta  is  of  unusual  length  in  this  part  of 
the  Veda. 

1.  Thou,  Agni,  hast  been  appointed  by  the  gods, 
the  ministrant  for  men,  the  descendants  of  Manu,  at 
all  sacrifices.2 


scholiast,  to  the  legend  of  Agni's  attempting  at  first  to  run  away 
from  the  gods,  devebhyah  paldyamdnam. 

1 Asthuri  for  asthurini  garhapatydni  santuisthuri  is  properly 
a one-horse  car  or  waggon  which  brings  either  the  /Soma-plant  or 
fuel : with  the  negative  prefix  asthiiri  it  implies  a non-one-horse 
cart,  that  is,  a cart  with  a full  team,  and,  metonymically,  its  con- 
tents, or  a full  supply  of  what  is  wanted  for  a perfect  sacrifice, 
such  as  obtains  children,  cattle,  riches,  asthurbii , putra  pasu- 
dhanddibhih  mmpurnani. 

2 Sdma-Veda,  i.  2.,  n.  824. 
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2.  Therefore  do  thou  at  our  sacrifice  offer  oblations 
to  the  great  deities  with  exhilarating  flames:  bring 
hither  the  gods : offer  them  worship.1 

3.  Agni,  doer  of  great  deeds,  creator,  thou  knowest 
(how  to  travel  over)  with  speed  (great)  roads  and 
(little)  paths2  at  sacrifices. 

4.  Bharata,3  with  the  presenters  of  the  oblation, 
has  joyfully  praised  thee  in  thy  (twofold  capacity),4 
and  has  worshipped  thee,  the  adorable,  with  sacrifices. 

5.  As  thou  hast  conferred  these  many  blessings 
upon  Divodasa  when  presenting  libations,  (so  now 
grant  them)  to  the  (actual)  offerer,  Bharadwaja. 

6.  Hearing  the  adoration  of  the  sage,  do  thou,  who 
art  the  immortal  messenger,  bring  hither  the  celestial 
people. 

7.  Pious  mortals  invoke  thee,  divine  Agni,  at  sa- 
crifices, to  convey  their  (sacrificial)  food  to  the 
gods. 

8.  I glorify  thy  splendour,  and  the  acts  of  thee 
the  liberal  giver : all  who,  (through  thy  favour)  enjoy 
their  desires,  glorify  thee. 

9.  Thou  hast  been  appointed  by  Manu,  the  invoker 


1 Ibid.  ii.  825. 

2 Adhvanah  pathascha  are  explained  severally  mahamargan, 
great  roads,  kxhudra  niargdn-scha,  little  roads  or  paths;  that 
is,  according  to  Sdyana,'  put  the  sacrifice!- into  the  right  way 
when  he  is  going  wrong  in  the  ceremonial  or  sacrifice. 

3 Sdyana  considers  Bharata  here  to  he  the  lldjd , the  son  of 
Dushyanta . 

4 Jn  the  character  of  bestowing  what  is  wished  for,  and  re- 
• moving  what  is  undesired,  is  twofold;  ishta  prdptyanushta - 
parihararupendgnir  du  idha. 
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of  the  gods,  the  most  wise  bearer  of  oblations  (to  them) 
by  thy  mouth:  worship,  Agxi,  the  people  of  heaven. 

10.  Come,  Agnj,  to  the  (sacrificial)  food:  being 
lauded,  (come)  to  convey  the  oblation  (to  the  gods) : sit 
down  as  the  ministrant  priest  upon  the  sacred  grass.1 

11.  We  augment  thee,  Angiras,  with  fuel  and  with 
butter:  blaze  fiercely,  youngest  (of  the  gods).'4 

1 2.  Divine  Agni,  bestow  upon  us  ( wealth), excellent, 
great,  and  (comprehending)  worthy  male  descendants.3 

13.  The  sage,  Atharvan,  extracted  thee  from  upon 
the  lotus-leaf,  the  head,  the  support  of  the  universe.4 


1 Sdma-Veda,  i.  1.,  ii.  10. : the  stanza  is  twice  translated  by 
Mr.  Colebrooke  in  his  Essays  on  the  Religious  Ceremonies  of 
the  Brahmans.  Asiatic  Researches,  vol.  v.,  p.  3G4 ; vol.  vir., 
p.  272. 

2 Sdma-Veda , ir.  11.,  Yajur-Veda , 3.  3. 

3 Sdma-Veda,  II.  12. : suvira  or  suvityya  always  implies 
having  male  descendants,  bonus  virus  habeas,  or  bonorum  virorum 
possessio. 

4 Tvcam  pushkardd  adhi  atharvo  niramanthata,  murddhno 
viswasya  vaghatah  : the  verse  occurs  in  the  Sdma-Veda,  i.  9, 
and  the  Yajush,  11.32.:  according  to  Sayatia,  pushharad- 
adhi  means  pushkaraparrie,  or  the  lotus-leaf,  as  by  the  text 
pushhara-parne  Prajdpatir  bkumivx  aprathayat,  upon  the 
lotus-leaf  Prajdpati  made  manifest  the  earth,  which  probably 
suggested  one  of  the  accounts  of  the  creation  in  Manu  1.:  hence, 
as  it  supported  the  earth  it  may  be  termed  the  head,  murddhan , 
or  the  bearer,  vaghata  for  vdhaka,  of  all  things : Mahidhara 
cites  a text  to  shew  that  atharvan  means  pi  dim,  vital  air  or  life, 
and  jrushhara,  water,  and  explains  the  passage,  the  vital  air 
extracted  fire  or  animal  heat  from  the  water,  prana  udakasa - 
ktisdd-agnim  niseshena  mathitavdn  : to  vaghata  he  assigns  the 
usual  import  of  ritvij,  ministrant  priest,  and  explains  the  last 
sentence,  all  the  priests  churned  thee  out  of  the  head  or  top  of 
the  wood  of  attrition  : lie  gives  also  another  explanation,  which 
agrees  with  that  of  Say  ana. 
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14.  The  Rishi,  Dadhyanch,  the  son  of  Atharvan, 
kindled  the  slayer  of  Vritra,  the  destroyer  of  the 
cities  of  the  Asuras. 

15.  (The  Rishi)  PXthya,  the  showerer,  kindled 
thee,  the  destroyer  of  the  Dasyu , the  winner  of  spoil 
in  battle. 

16.  Come,  Agni,  that  I may  address  to  thee  other 
praises  in  this  manner : 1 augment  with  these  libations. 

17.  Wheresoever,  and  upon  whatsoever  thy  mind 
is  directed,  thou  bestowest  uncommon  vigour,  and  there 
thou  makest  thine  abode. 

18.  Let  not  thy  full  (blaze)  be  distressing  to  the 
eye,2  giver  of  dwellings  to  thy  humble  votaries,  and, 
therefore  accept  our  worship. 

19.  Agni,  the  bearer  (of  oblations),  the  destroyer 
of  the  enemies  of  DivodAsa,  the  cognisant  of  many, 
the  protector  of  the  good,  has  been  brought  hither  (by 
our  praises). 

20.  Surpassing  all  earthly  things,  may  he  bestow 
upon  us  riches,  destroying  his  enemies  by  his  greatness, 
unresisted,  unassailed. 

21.  Thou  hast  overspread,  Agni,  this  vast  (firma- 
ment) with  radiant  concentrated  lustre,  recent  like 
that  of  old. 


1 Jtthetard  girah : ittha,  anena  prakarena,  thus,  in  this 
manner : itard,  other,  may  mean  also,  according  to  Say  ana, 
offered  by  others,  or  by  the  Asuras,  asuraih  krita  : in  his  com- 
mentary on  the  Aitareya  Brahmana,  where  the  verse  is  cited, 
3.  49.,  he  understands  it  differently,  or,  other  than  those  offered 
to  the  gods,  or  adverse  to  the  gods,  propitiatory  of  the  Asuras , 
asurebhyah  hitah  devavakydditard  (leva v irodh inya  ityarthah. 

2 The  text  has  nahi  purttam  akshlpadbhuvat : ahshi-pat , 
akshno  patakam  vindsaham , the  offender  or  destroyer  of  the 
eye:  the  verse  occurs  Sdma-Vcda,  I.  7.,  II.  57.,  and  Yajur - 
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22.  Sing  praise  and  offer  sacrifice,  my  friends,  to 
the  foe-discomfiting,  the  creator,  Agni. 

23.  May  that  Agni  indeed  sit  down  (at  our  sacri- 
fice), who  in  every  age  of  man  has  been  the  invoker  of 
the  gods,  the  doer  of  wise  deeds,  the  messenger  of  the 
gods,  the  bearer  of  oblations. 

24.  Giver  of  dwellings,  worship  on  this  occasion 
the  two  regal  divinities,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  whose 
acts  are  holy,  the  Adityas,  the  company  of  the 
Maruts,  and  heaven  and  earth. 

25.  Son  of  strength,  Agni,  the  glorious  radiance  of 
thee  who  art  immortal,  bestows  food  upon  (thy)  mor- 
tal worshipper. 

26.  May  the  donor  (of  the  oblation),  propitiating  Varga  xxvi. 
thee  by  his  acts  to  day,  be  exalted,  and  (rendered) 

very  opulent:  may  (such)  mortal  be  diligent  in  (thy) 
praise. 

27.  Those,  Agni,  who  are  protected  by  thee,  wish- 
ing for  the  whole  (term  of)  life  (obtain  it),  over- 
coming hostile  assailants,  destroying  hostile  assailants. 

28.  May  Agni,  with  his  sharp  flame,  demolish  the 
devourer  (of  the  oblation) : may  Agni  grant  us  riches. 

29.  JXtavedas,  all-beholder,  bring  us  wealth  with 
good  posterity : doer  of  good  deeds,  destroy  the  Rdk- 
shasas. 

30.  Preserve  us,  Jatavedas,  from  sin:  enunciator 
of  prayer,* 1  protect  us  from  the  malevolent. 


Veda,  26.  13.,  the  preceding  verse  also  occurs  in  the  former 
11.56. 

1 Brahmanaskave  is  explained  mantrattya  sabdayitar,  oh 
sounder  or  articulator  of  prayer  j for  Agni,  it  is  said,  generates 
articulate  sound,  and  the  Smriti  is  cited  as  authority ; manah 


Digitized  by  Google 


412 


K1G-VEDA  SANH1TA. 


V area 
XXVIII. 


31.  The  malevolent  mortal  who  threatens  us  with 
murderous  weapon,  from  him  defend  us,  and  also 
from  sin. 

32.  Scatter,  divine  Agni,  by  thy  flame,  that  evil- 
doer, the  man  who  seeks  to  kill  us. 

33.  Subduer  of  foes,  grant  to  Bharadwaja  infinite 
happiness  and  desirable  wealth. 

34.  May  Agni,  propitiated  by  praise,  desirous  of 
(sacrificial)  affluence,  kindled,  bright,  and  fed  with 
burnt-offerings,  destroy  all  adversaries,* 1 

35.  Radiant  in  the  embryo  of  the  maternal  (earth), 
on  the  imperishable  (altar);  the  cherisher  of  the 
paternal  (heaven),2  sitting  on  the  seat  of  sacrifice. 

36.  Bring  to  us,  JAtavedas,  all-beholder,  food  with 
progeny;  such  (food)  as  is  brilliant  in  heaven.3 

37.  Strength-begotten  Agni,  we,  offering  (sacrifi- 
cial) food,  address  praises  to  thee  who  art  of  pleasing 
aspect.4 

38.  We  have  recourse,  Agni,  to  the  shelter  of  thee, 


hdydgnim  dhanti, , sa  prerayati  mdnutam , marutas-tu  urasi 
charan , mandrani  janayati  swaram,  mind  excites  the  fire  of  the 
body,  that  excites  the  collective  vital  airs,  and  they,  passing  into 
the  breast,  engender  agreeable,  articulate  sound. 

1 Sama-Vcda,  i.  4.,  II.  746. ; Yajur-Veda,  33.  9.  : Mahi - 
dhara  interprets  the  first  part  somewhat  differently,  Agni  en- 
tirely destroys  all  by  manifold  worship. 

2 Garblie  mdtuh , pituslipita : here,  as  before,  the  mother  of 
Agni  is  the  earth,  the  father  is  heaven : Agni  is  said  to  be  the 
father  or  fosterer  of  his  parent  heaven,  by  transmitting  to  it  the 
flame  and  smoke  of  burnt-offerings : also  Sdma-Veda,  ii.  747. 

a Sdma-Veda , ii.  748. 

4 Ibid.  ii.  1055. 
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the  lustrous,  the  golden-feathered,  as  to  the  shade  (of 
a tree).1 

39.  Thou,  Agni,  who  art  like  a fierce  archer,  or 
like  a sharp-horned  bull,  hast  destroyed  the  cities  (of 
the  A suras).' 

40.  (Worship)  that  Agni  whom  (the  priests)  bear 
in  their  hands  like  a new-born  babe;  the  devourer 
(of  the  oblation),  the  (conveyer  of  the)  holy  sacrifices 
of  men. 

41.  Conduct  the  divine  (Agni),  the  bestower  of  Varga  xxix. 
infinite  wealth,  to  (receive  charge  of)  the  food  of  the 

gods:  let  him  sit  down  on  his  appropriate  seat. 

42.  (Welcome  him)  as  soon  as  born,  like  a beloved 
guest,  and  place  the  lord  of  the  mansion  upon  the 
sacred  (altar)  whence  wisdom  is  derived.3 

43.  Harness,  divine  Agni,  thy  well-trained  horses, 
who  bear  thee  quickly  to  the  sacrifice.4 


1 Sama-Veda , 1 1.  1056. 

2 The  scholiast  here  identifies  Agni  with  Rudra  as  the  de- 
stroyer of  the  cities  of  Tripura  : the  identification  is  authorised  by 
the  Vaidik  text,  Rvdro  vd  cslto  yad  Agnih,  also  Sdman,  n.  1057. 

3 This  and  the  preceding  verse  are  to  be  recited,  it  is  said, 
when  the  fire  that  has  been  produced  by  attrition  is  applied  to 
kindle  the  dhavaniya,  or  fire  of  burnt-offerings : they  are  both 
quoted  in  the  Aitarrya  Drahmano , 1.  16.,  and  with  Sdyana's 
gloss  to  this  effect,  but  some  of  the  terms  are  differently  ex- 
plained and  applied;  thus,  Agni  is  to  be  considered  as  the  guest, 
not  of  the  saerifieer,  but  of  the  dhavaniya  fire,  and  jataredasi 
is  also  applied  to  the  latter,  as  knowing  the  birth  of  the  churned 
fire,  to  whom  it  is  a giver  of  delight,  syona,  sukhakara , by 
giving  him  a welcome  reception. 

4 Manyave , synonymous  with  yajndya , as  manyur,  ydyah  : 
Mahtdharu,  Yajuxlt , 13.  36.,  gives  the  same  interpretation  : it 
occurs  also  Sdma-  Veda , i.  25. 
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Varga  XXX. 


44.  Come,  Agni,  to  our  presence;  bring  hither  the 
gods  to  partake  of  the  (sacrificial)  viands,  to  drink  the 
Soma -juice. 

45  Blaze  up,  Agni,  bearer  of  oblations:  shine,  un- 
decaying Agni,  radiant  with  undecaying  lustre. 

46.  Whatever  mortal,  offering  oblations,  worships  a 
deity  with  (sacrificial)  food,  let  him  at  the  ceremony 
also  worship  Agni,  the  invoker  of  heaven  and  earth, 
the  sacrificer  with  truth;  let  him  adore  (Agni)  with 
uplifted  hands. 

47.  We  offer  to  thee,  Agni,  the  oblation  sanctified 
by  the  heart,  and  (identified)  with  the  sacred  verse : 
may  the  vigorous  bulls  and  the  cows  be  (as  such  an 
oblation)  to  thee.1 

48.  The  gods  kindle  Agni  as  the  chief  (of  them); 
as  the  especial  destroyer  of  Vritra;  by  whom  the 
treasures  (of  the  Asuras)  are  carried  off;  by  whom 
the  Rakshasas  are  destroyed. 


1 Te  te  bhavantu  uhshana  rishdbliaso  vasa  utay  may  these 
vigorous  bulls  or  the  cows  be  for  thee : the  scholiast  intimates 
their  being  offered  to  Agni  as  victims,  rishabhavasarupena 
parinatam  san  twadbhahshandya  ( [havir ) bhavatuf  let  the  ob- 
lation, matured  in  the  form  of  bulls  or  cow  s,  be  for  thy  food. 
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ADHYAYA  VI. 


MANDALA  VI.  ( continued ). 


ANUVAKA  II.  ( continued ). 

Sukta  II.'  (XVII.) 

The  deity  is  Indra  ; the  Rislii  Bharadwa'ja  ; the  metre  is 

Trishtubh 

1.  Fierce  Indra,  glorified  by  us,  drink  that  Soma, 
(animated)  by  which  thou  hast  discovered  the  vast 
herd  of  cattle  (stolen  by  the  Pants),  and,  overcomer 
of  enemies,  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  thou  hast  slain, 
by  thy  strength  all  opposing  foes. 

2.  Drink  it,  Indra,  thou  who  enjoyest  the  flavour- 
less Soma ; thou  who  art  the  preserver,  the  handsome- 
chinned,  the  showerer  (of  benefits)  on  those  who 
praise  thee;  who  art  the  breaker  of  mountains,  the 
wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  the  curber  of  steeds,  do 
thou  bestow  upon  us  various  food. 

3.  Drink  it  as  of  old,  and  may  it  exhilarate  thee : 
hear  our  prayer,  and  be  exalted  by  our  praises ; make 
the  sun  visible,  nourish  us  with  food,  destroy  our 
enemies,  rescue  the  cattle. 

4.  Abounding  in  food,  Indra,  let  these  exhilarating 
draughts  copiously  bedew  thee,  the  resplendent:  let 
the  inebriating  juices  delight  thee  who  art  mighty, 
deficient  in  no  (excellence),  powerful,  manifold,  the 
overcomer  of  foes. 

5.  By  which  (juices)  being  exhilarated  thou  hast 
appointed  the  sun  and  the  dawn  (to  their  offices), 
driving  away  the  solid  (glooms)  : thou  hast  penetrated, 
Indra,  the  mountain,  unmoved  from  its  own  seat, 
concealing  the  cattle. 


Varga  1. 
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Varga  II. 


Varga  III. 


6.  By  thy  wisdom,  by  thy  deeds,  through  thy 
power,  thou  hast  developed  the  mature  (milk)  in  the 
immature  (udders),  thou  hast  opened  the  strong  doors 
for  the  cattle  (to  come  forth) : associated  with  the 
Anqirasas , thou  hast  liberated  the  cows  from  their 
fold. 

7.  Thou  hast  filled  the  wide  earth,  Indra,  with 
(the  fame  of)  thy  deeds : thou,  the  mighty  one,  hast 
propped  up  the  vast  heaven : thou  hast  sustained  the 
heaven  and  earth,  whose  children  are  the  gods,  (and 
who  are)  the  old  and  mighty  parents  of  sacrifice.1 

8.  All  the  gods  then  placed  thee,  Indra,  as  their 
mighty  chief  in  front  for  battle:  when  the  impious 
(^4s?/ras)  assailed  the  deities:  the  Maruts  supported 
Indra  in  the  conflict.2 

9.  The  heaven  bowed  down  in  the  two-fold  dread 
of  thy  thunderbolt,  and  thy  individual  wrath,  when 
Indra,  the  giver  of  food,  struck  to  the  sleep  (of  death) 
the  assailing  Ahi. 

10.  Fierce  Indra,  Twashtri  constructed  for  thee, 
the  mighty  one,  the  thousand-edged,  the  hundred - 
angled  thunderbolt,  wherewith  thou  hast  crushed  the 
ambitious,  audacious,  loud-shouting  Ahi. 

11.  For  thee,  Indra,  whom  all  the  Maruts,  alike* 
pleased,  exalt,  may  Pushan  and  Vishnu  dress  for  thee 
a hundred  buffaloes.3  and  to  him  mav  the  three 

* v 


1 Pratne  matara  yahvir  ritasyaf  which  may  be  also  ren- 
dered, according  to  Sai/ana , the  ancient  parents,  the  offspring 
of  Brahma : ritasya , brahmano,  yahvi  putryauf  yah  a being  a 
synonyme  of  Apatyat  Nighantu , 2.  2. 

2 According  to  the  legend  the  gods  ran  away,  the  Maruts 

alone  stood  bv  Indra. 

•» 

3 Pachat  satam  mahiskan  tubhyam,  may  he  cook  for  thee  a 
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sti earns1  flow  with  the  inebriating,  foe-destroying  Soma- 

12.  Thou  hast  set  free  the  greatly  obstructed  and 
arrested  water  of  the  rivers,  the  afflux  of  the  waters : 
thou  hast  directed  them,  Indra,  upon  their  downward 
paths:  thou  hast  sent  them  rapidly  down  to  the 
ocean. 

13.  May  our  new  prayer  bring  to  our  protection 
thee,  Indra,  who  art  the  maker  of  all  these  (things 
that  exist) : who  art  mighty,  fierce,  undecaying,  the 
giver  of  strength,  having  excellent  descendants,  the 
Maruts,  well-armed,  the  bearer  of  the  thunderbolt. 

14.  Do  thou,  resplendent  Indra,  uphold  us  who 
are  devout,  for  (the  obtaining  of)  food,  of  sustenance, 
of  nourishment,  of  wealth  :2 * 4 5  bestow  upon  Biiaradwaja 
pious  posterity,  with  numerous  attendants:  be  with 
us,  Indra,  every  future  day. 

15.  May  we,  by  this  (praise),  obtain  food  granted 
by  the  deity : may  we,  blessed  with  excellent  male 
descendants,  be  happy  for  a hundred  winters. 

StJKTA  III.  (XVIII.) 

The  deity,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Praise  him  who  is  Indra,  the  invoked  of  many,  Varga  iv. 
endowed  with  overpowering  vigour,  the  destroyer  (of 


hundred  male  animals  : pum-pasi'm  packet  is  the  explanation  : 

there  is  no  nominative  except  Puskan,  which  is  in  the  following 
hemistich,  and  which  is  followed  by  Vishnu  without  a copu- 

lative. 

4 Trini  sardnsi  mean,  according  to  the  scholiast,  three  cups 
or  vessels  called  Akavanu ■,  holding  the  Soma  which  has  been 
purified  or  filtered  into  the  pitcher,  the  dronakalaxa. 

5 V ajaya,  sravase,  ishe  cha  rdye:  the  three  first  are  synonymes, 
meaning  food. 

VOL.  III.  2 F 
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Varga  V. 


foes),  unharmed  by  them:  exalt  with  these  praises  the 
irresistible,  fierce,  victorious  Indra,  the  showerer  (of 
benefits)  upon  mankind. 

2.  He  is  ever  the  combatant,  the  donor,  the  en- 
gaged in  battle,  the  sympathizer  (with  the  sacrificer), 
the  benefactor  of  many,  the  loud-sounding,  the  par- 
taker of  the  stale  libation,  the  stirrer  up  of  dust  (in 
strife),  the  chief  protector  of  men  the  descendants  of 
Manu,  the  endowed  with  strength. 

3.  Thou  art  he  who  has  quickly  humbled  the 
Dasyus : thou  art  the  chief  one  who  has  given  poste- 
rity to  the  Arya  \ but,  Indra,  is  not  verily  thy  power 
such?  if  it  be  not,  then  in  due  season  confess.1 

4.  Yet,  most  mighty  one,  I believe  that  power  is 
verily  always  in  thee,  who  art  manifest  at  many  rites, 
and  art  the  enemy  of  (our)  enemies : (the  power)  that  is 
fierce  in  the  fierce  one,  most  mighty  in  the  mighty 
one,  most  unassailable  in  the  subduer  (of  foes). 

5.  May  that  our  ancient  friendship  with  thee  ever 
endure;  as  when,  along  with  the  Angirasas , celebra- 
ting thy  praises,  thou,  beautiful  Indra,  caster  down 
of  the  immoveable  (rocks),  didst  verily  slay  Bala , 
hurling  (his  darts  against  thee),  and  force  open  his 
cities,  and  all  his  gates. 

6.  Fierce  Indra,  maker  of  rulers,  thou  art  he  who 
is  to  be  invoked  with  praises  in  a great  conflict:  thou 
art  he  (who  is  to  be  invoked)  for  sons  and  grandsons, 
he,  the  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  who  is  to  be  espe- 
cially glorified  in  battles. 


1 Not  beholding  Indra , the  scholiast  says,  the  Hi  ski  begins 
to  question  his  attributes  and  power  : in  the  succeeding  verse  he 
expresses  bis  belief  in  their  existence. 
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7.  With  immortal,  foe-humiliating  might,  he  liavS 
promoted  the  (multiplied)  birth  of  mankind:  he,  the 
chief  of  leaders,  dwells  in  the  same  dwelling  with  fame, 
with  strength,  with  riches,  with  heroism. 

8.  He  who  is  never  perplexed,  -who  is  no  engenderer 
of  that  which  is  in  vain,  whose  name  is  renowned,  who 
promptly  (exerts  himself)  for  the  overturning  of  the 
cities  (of  the  Asuras),  and  for  the  destruction  (of  his 
foes) : thou,  (Indra),  hast  indeed  slain  Chumuri,  Dhuni, 

Pipru,  Sambara,  and  Sushna.1 

9.  (Endowed)  with  upward-rising,  foe-thinning, 
and  glorified  (vigour),  ascend  thy  car  for  the  destruction 
of  Vritra:  take  the  thunderbolt  in  thy  right  hand, 
and  baffle,  giver  of  wealth,  the  devices  (of  the  Asuras). 

10.  In  like  manner  as  Agni  consumes  the  dry  forest, 
so,  Indra,  thy  weapon  (destroys  thine  enemies) : as 
(formidable  as  thy)  fearful  shaft,  consume  the  Rah - 
shasas : thou  who  hast  crushed  them  with  thy  resistless 
and  mighty  (weapon),  hast  shouted  aloud  (in  the 
combat)  and  demolished  all  evil  things. 

11.  Opulent  Indra,  Son  of  strength,  the  invoked  of  y*rga  vi. 
many,  whose  union  (with  energy)  the  impious  is 

unable  to  disjoin,  come  down  to  us  with  thousands  of 
riches  by  very  powerful  conveyances.'2 

12.  The  vastness  of  the  affluent,  ancient  (Indra), 
the  demolisher  (of  foes),  exceeds  that  of  the  heaven 
and  the  earth : there  is  no  antagonist,  no  counterpart, 
no  recipient  of  him  abounding  in  wisdom,  victorious 
(in  war). 

1 All  these  have  been  mentioned  before,  see  vols.  r.  and  11. 

2 Pathibhis-tuvi  vnjebhih : Say  an  a renders  the  first  by  vahaihj 
vehicles,  or  sometimes  horses,  so  considered  : the  epithet  he 
translates  bahubalaih , very  strong  or  powerful. 


420 


I.IG-VEDA  SANHUX. 
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13.  That  exploit  is  celebrated  in  the  present  day 
(which  thou  hast)  achieved  for  Kutsa,  for  A YlT,  for 
Atithigvan  : to  him  thou  hast  given  many  thousands 
(of  riches),  and  thou  hast  quickly  elevated  Turva- 
yAxa1  over  the  earth  by  thy  power. 

14.  Divine  Indra,  all  the  gods  have  glorified  thee, 
the  wrisest  of  the  wise,  for  the  destruction  of  Am: 
when  propitiated,  thou  hast  given  wealth  to  the  dis- 
tressed worshipper,  and  to  his  posterity.2 

15.  The  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  immortal  gods, 
acknowledge  thy  might : doer  of  many  deeds,  do  that 
which  is  yet  undone  by  thee,  give  birth  to  a new  hymn 
at  (thy)  sacrifices. 

Si'/kta  IV.  (XIX.) 

Deity,  Ilisfii,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  May  the  great  Indra,  who  is  as  a monarch,  the 
fulfiller  (of  the  desires)  of  men,  come  hither : may  he 
who  is  mighty  over  the  two  (realms  of  space),  unin- 
jurable  by  (hostile)  efforts,  increase  (in  capacity)  for 
heroism  in  our  presence:  may  he  who  is  great  (in 
body),  eminent  (in  qualities),  be  honoured  by  the 
performers  (of  pious  acts).3 

2.  Our  praise  encourages  Indiu  to  munificence, 

1 The  same  as  Divodas,  to  whom  Indra  gave  the  spoils  of 
Sambara. 

m 

1 Yutra  varivo  bddhitaya  dive  jandya tame  grindnah  karah 
is  explained  yasmin  hale  jriditaya  stotre  jandya , tat-tana- 
ydya  cha  dhanam  stuyamano  adaddh,  as  translated  in  the  text ; 
but  Sdyana  admits  another  rendering,  which  he  makes,  win  n 
being  praised,  thou  hast  given  ease  to  the  celestial  people  through 
the  relief,  tanve , sobhayai,  caused  by  the  demolition  of  Aht. 

3 Yajui'-Veda,  7.  39.:  Mahidhara’s  explanation  is  to  the 
same  purport,  although  he  t enders  some  of  the  epithets  rather 
differently. 
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the  vast,  quick-moving,  undecaying,  ever-youthful 
Indra,  mighty  with  unsurpassable  strength,  who 
rapidly  grows  to  greatness. 

3.  Extend  towards  us  thy  long,  active,  and  boun- 
tiful hands,  (to  bring  us)  food : be  about  us,  lowly- 
minded  Indra,  in  battle,  as  a herdsman  (tends)  the 
herds  of  cattle. 

4.  D.esiring  sustenance,  we  invoke  thee,  the  renowned 
Indra,  on  this  occasion,  the  destroyer  (of  enemies), 
together  with  his  powerful  allies  (the  Maruts)  : as  his 
ancient  adorers  have  been,  (may  we  be),  exempt  from 
blame,  irreproachable,  unharmed. 

5.  In  him  who  is  observant  of  pious  rites,  who  is  a 
giver  of  wealth,  who  is  exalted  by  the  Soma  beverage, 
the  (lord)  of  desirable  riches,  the  distributer  of  food, 
(in  him)  the  treasures  fit  (for  his  worshippers)  con- 
gregate like  rivers  flowing  into  the  ocean. 

G.  Bestow  upon  us,  hero  Indra,  most  vigorous 
vigour:  subduer  (of  enemies,  bestow  upon  us)  most 
energetic  and  fierce  energy : grant,  lord  of  steeds,  all 
the  bright  and  invigorating  (treasures)  fit  for  men, 
to  make  us  happy. 

7.  Impart  to  us,  Indra,  that  thine  invigorating 
exultation  which  overcomes  enemies,  and  is  irresistible, 
whereby,  protected  by  thee,  triumphant  we  may  glorify 
thee  for  the  sake  of  (obtaining)  sons  and  grandsons. 

8.  Bestow  upon  us,  Indra,  vigorous  strength,  the 
realizer  of  wealth,  great  and  propitious,  wherewith, 
through  thy  protection,  we  may  destroy  our  enemies 
in  battles,  whether  they  be  kinsmen  or  strangers. 

9.  May  thine  invigorating  strength  come  from  the 
west,  from  the  north,  from  the  south,  from  the  east; 
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may  it  come  to  us  from  every  quarter : grant  us  riches 
combined  with  felicity. 

10.  We  enjoy,  Indra,  through  thy  guiding  protec- 
tion, desirable  affluence  along  with  descendants  and 
reputation:  grant  us,  sovereign,  who  rulest  over 
(earthly  and  heavenly)  riches,  vast,  desirable,  and  in- 
finite treasure. 

11.  We  invoke  on  this  occasion  for  his  present 
protection,  that  Indra  who  is  attended  by  the  Maruts; 
who  is  the  showerer  (of  benefits);  augmenting  (in 
prowess) ; the  unreviled  of  foes,  radiant,  ruling,  all- 
subduing,  fierce,  the  giver  of  strength. 

12.  Wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  humble  that  man 
who  looks  upon  himself  as  the  greatest  amongst  those 
men  of  whom  I am : we  invoke  thee  now  to  (descend) 
upon  the  earth  at  the  time  of  battle,  and  for  (the  sake 
of  obtaining)  sons  and  grandsons. 

13.  Invoked  of  many,  may  wc,  through  these  thy 
friendly  (praises),  ever  be  superior  to  successive  foes, 
destroying,  oh  hero,  both  (classes  of)  enemies,  (kindred 
or  unallied) ; and  may  we,  protected  by  thee,  be  happy 
with  abundant  riches. 

S6kta  V.  (XX.) 

The  deity,  flishi,  and  metre  as  before;  in  the  seventh  stanza 

the  latter  is  Virdj. 

1.  Indra,  Son  of  strength,  grant  us  (a  son),1  the 
possessor  of  thousands,  the  owner  of  cultivated  lands, 


1 The  text  has  no  substantive,  but  the  epithets  evidently  allude 
to  some  one  individual,  or,  as  Sdyana  understands  them,  to  a 
son,  putram , who  is  metaphorically  the  riches  of  a family,  and 
its  defence  against  enemies,  puti'arupam  dhanam , rayir  yo 
savasd  tatrun  dkramet. 
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the  subduer  of  foes,  the  riches  that  may  overcome 
men  in  battles  by  strength,  as  the  radiant  (suu)  over- 
spreads the  earth  by  his  rays. 

2.  To  thee,  Indra,  as  to  the  sun,  all  strength  has 
verily  been  given  by  the  gods;1  so  that,  drinker  of 
the  stale  Soma , associated  with  Vishnu,  thou  migh test 
slay  the  hostile  Am'2  obstructing  the  waters. 

3.  When  Indra,  the  destroyer,  the  most  mighty, 
the  strongest  of  the  strong,  the  giver  of  food,  the  pos- 
sessor of  vast  splendour,  received  (the  thunderbolt), 
the  shatterer  of  all  the  cities  (of  the  Asuras ),  he  be- 
came the  lord  of  the  swTeet  Soma  beverage. 

4.  The  Panis,  Indra,  fled,  with  hundreds  (of  Asuras), 
from  the  sage,  thy  worshipper3  (and  ally)  in  battle: 
neither  did  he,  (Indra),  suffer  the  deceptions  of  the 
powerful  Sushna  to  prevail  over  his  weapons,  nor  did 
he  (leave  him)  any  of  his  sustenance. 

5.  When  Susiina  passed  away  upon  the  falling  of 
the  thunderbolt,  then  the  universal  strength  of  the 
great  oppressor  was  annihilated;  and  Indra  enlarged 
their  common  car  for  (the  use  of)  his  charioteer  Kutsa, 
for  (the  sake  of)  the  worship  of  the  sun.4 

1 Devebhih,  Say  ana  renders  by  stotribhih,  observing,  stotraih 
stuyamdnd  devatd  balavati , a deity  becomes  strong,  being 
praised  with  praises. 

2 Akim  vritram  may  be  also  rendered  the  destroyer,  hantdram , 
Vritra. 

3 Dasonaye  kavaye : the  scholiast  asserts  that  the  dative  is 
put  for  the  ablative,  and  that  the  terms  are  equivalent  to  bafiu 
havishhat  medhdvinah , from  the  wise  man  offering  many  obla- 
tions, that  is,  twatsahayakutsat , from  kutsa,  thy  ally : in  verse 
8.  of  this  Sukta , Vasoni  occurs,  as  elsewhere,  as  the  name  of  an 
Asura. 

4 Suryasya  sdtav , bhajane  nimittabhute  is  the  explanation 
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6.  And  the  hawk  bore  to  Indra  the  exhilarating 
Soina , when,  bruising  the  head  of  the  oppressor  Nama- 
chi,  and  protecting  the  slumbering  Nami,  the  son  of 
Saya,  he  provided,  for  the  well-being  (of  the  sage), 
riches  and  food. 

7.  Thou  hast  scattered  by  force,  wielder  of  the 
thunderbolt,  the  strong  cities  of  the  deadly-deluding 
Pipru  j* 1  thou  hast  given,  bountiful  Indra,  uninjurable 
wealth  to  Rijiswat,  the  donor  of  sacrificial  gifts. 

8.  Indra,  the  gran  ter  of  wished-for  felicity,  com- 
pelled the  many-fraudulent  Etasa  and  Dasoni,  Tu- 
tuji,  Tugra,  and  Ibiia,  always  to  come  submissively 
to  (the  Raja)  Dyotana,  as  a son  (comes  before  a 
mother. 

9.  Bearing  in  his  hand  the  foe-destroying  thunder- 
bolt, Indra,  unresisted,  demolishing  these  his  adver- 
saries; he  mounts  his  two-horse  (car),  as  a warrior 
(ascends)  his  chariot;  harnessed  at  a word,  his  steeds 
convey  the  mighty  Indra. 

10.  (Favoured)  by  thy  protection,  Indra,  we  so- 
licit new  (wealth) : by  this  adoration  men2  glorify  thee 
at  sacrifices,  for  that  thou  hast  shattered  with  thy 
bolt  the  seven  cities  of  Sarat,3  killing  the  oppo- 
nents (of  sacred  rites),  and  giving  (their  spoils)  to 
PURUKUTSA. 


of  Sayana,  and  samdnnratham  vistirnam  aharot  is  his  inter- 
pretation of  the  uru  sha  sarat  ham  har  of  the  text:  Kutsa  is  the 
reputed  author  of  the  hymns  to  Surya  and  Ushus : see  vol.  I. 
pp.  290,  304. 

1 See  vol.  i.  p.  137,  verse  5. 

2 Puravah  is  the  term  of  the  text  rendered  manushyalt  in  the 
comment. 

3 Sarat  is  said  to  be  the  name  of  an  Asura. 
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11.  Desirous  of  opulence,  thou,  Indra,  hast  been  an 
ancient  benefactor  of  Usanas,  the  son  of  Kavi  : having 
slain  Navavastwa,  thou  hast  given  back  his  own 
grandson,  who  was  (fit)  to  be  restored  to  the  grand- 
father. 

12.  Thou,  Indra,  who  makest  (thine  enemies) 
tremble,  hast  caused  the  waters,  detained  by  Dhuni, 
to  flow  like  rushing  rivers:  so,  hero,  when,  having 
crossed  the  ocean,  thou  hast  reached  the  shore,  thou 
hast  brought  over  in  safety  Turvasa  and  Yadu.1 

13.  All  this,  Indra,  has  been  thy  work  in  war: 
thou  hast  put  to  sleep,  (in  death),  the  slumbering 
Dhuni  and  Chumuri  ; and  thereupon  Dabiiiti,  pouring 
the  libation,  preparing  the  oblation,  and  supplying 
the  fuel,  has  glorified  thee  with  Soma  offerings. 

St/KTA  VI.  (XXI.) 

The  deity,  ItUhi , and  metre  as  before ; except  in  stanzas  nine 
and  eleven,  where  the  Viswadevas  take  the  place  of  Indra. 

1.  These  earnest  adorations  of  the  much-desiring 
worshipper  glorify  thee,  hero,  Indra,  who  art  adora- 
ble : mounted  on  thy  car,  undecaying,  ever  new,  and 
to  whom  the  wealth  (of  sacrifice),  the  most  excellent 
opulence,  proceeds. 

2.  I glorify  that  Indra  who  is  propitiated  by  praises, 
exalted  by  sacrifices,  who  knows  all  things;  the  mag- 
nitude of  whom,  the  possessor  of  various  wisdom, 
exceeds  in  vastness  (that  of)  heaven  and  earth. 


1 Samudram  atipraparshi , snmvdram  atikramya  pratirno 
bhava&ij  when  thou  art  crossed,  having  traversed  the  ocean, 
thou  hast  brought  across  I'urvasa  and  Yaduy  boih  standing  on 
the  further  shore,  samudrapare  thhtantau  opdrayah. 


Varga  XI. 


Digitized  by  Google 


426 


RIG-VEDA  SANHITjL 


Varga  XII. 


3.  He  who  made  the  indistinct,  wide-spreading 
' darkness  distinct  with  the  sun : whenever,  possessor 

of  strength,  mortals  are  seeking  to  adore  the  dwelling 
of  thee  who  art  immortal,  they  harm  not  (any  living 
being).1 2 

4.  What  is  he,  the  Indra  who  has  done  these  deeds? 
what  region  does  he  frequent?  among  what  people 
(does  he  abide)?  what  worship,  Indra,  gives  satisfac- 
tion to  thy  mind?  what  praise  is  able  to  gratify  thee? 
which  of  thy  invokers  (is  most  acceptable  to  thee)  ? 

5.  Doer  of  many  deeds,  these  elders,  born  informer 
times,  engaged  in  sacred  rites,  have  been,  as  they  are 
now,  thy  friends;  so  have  those  of  mediaeval  and 
those  of  recent  (date) : therefore,  invoked  of  many, 
take  notice  of  thy  (present)  humble  (adorer). 

6.  Humble  (worshippers),  adoring  him,  commemo- 
rate, Indra,  thy  excellent,  ancient,  and  glorious 
( deeds) : so,  hero,  who  art  attracted  by  prayer,3  we 
praise  thee  who  art  mighty,  for  those  great  actions 
with  which  we  are  acquainted. 

7.  The  strength  of  the  Rakshasas  is  concentrated 
against  thee : bear  up  well  against  that  mighty  mani- 
fested (effort):  scatter  them,  valiant  (Indra),  with 
thy  old  associate,  thy  friend,  the  thunderbolt. 

8.  Supporter  of  (thy)  worshippers,  hero,  Indra, 
listen  (to  the  praises)  of  thy  present  adorer,  for  thou 
hast  always  attended  to  invocations  at  sacrifices  in 
ancient  times,  as  the  kinsman  of  our  forefathers.3 

1 The  text  has  only  na  minanti , na  himanti : the  scholiast 
supplies  the  object,  him  apt  prdnijdtam. 

2 Drahmavdhah  is  explained  mantrairvahaniyah , to  be  borne 
or  conveyed  by  prayers. 

3 Pitrindm  dpih,  bandhuh : according  to  Say  aim  the  An/)i- 
rasas  arc  intended. 
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9.  Propitiate  to-day,  for  our  protection  and  preser- 
vation, Varuna,  Mitra,  Indra,  and  the  Maruts, 
Push  an,  Vishnu,  Agni  of  many  rites,  Savitri,  the 
herbs,  the  mountains. 

10.  Indra,  of  great  power,  and  to  be  devoutly  wor- 
shipped, these  thine  adorers  glorify  thee  with  hymns: 
do  thou,  who  art  invoked,  hear  the  invocation  of  (him) 
invoking  thee,  for  there  is  no  other  divinity  than  thou, 
immortal  (Indra),  such  as  thou  art. 

11.  Come  quickly,  Son  of  strength,  thou  who  knowest 
(all  things),  upon  my  prayer;  together  with  all  the 
adorable  (divinities) : they  who,  with  the  tongue  of 
Agni,  are  partakers  of  the  sacrifice,  who  rendered 
Manu  (victorious)  over  his  adversaries.1 

12.  Constructor  of  paths,  who  art  cognizant  (of  all 
things),  be  our  preceder,  whether  in  easy  or  difficult 
(ways) : bring  to  us  food,  Indra,  with  those  thy 
(steeds),  who  are  unwearied,  large,  and  bearers  of 
great  burthens. 

S6kta  VII.  (XXII.) 

The  deity,  Rishi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  I glorify  with  these  praises,  Indra,  who  alone  is 
to  be  invoked  by  man : who  comes  (to  his  worship- 
pers) the  showerer  (of  benefits),  the  vigorous,  the 
observer  of  truth,  the  subduer  of  foes,  the  possessor  of 
manifold  knowledge,  the  mighty. 

2.  To  him  the  seven  sages,  our  ancient  progenitors, 
performing  the  nine  days  rite,  were  olferers  of  (sacri- 
ficial) food,  celebrating  with  hymns  the  very  strong 


1 Ye  Manum  chahrur  uparam  dasdya  satrunam , or  dasyu- 
ndm  uparibhavam , who  made  Manu  the  Rajarshi , manum 
rdjarsftim,  over,  or  the  overcomer  of  enemies,  or  of  the  Dasyus. 


Varga  XIII. 
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(In  dr  a),  the  humiliator  of  foes,  the  traverser  of  the 
heavens,  the  dweller  in  the  clouds,  whose  commands 
are  not  to  be  disobeyed. 

3.  We  solicit  that  Indra  for  wealth,  comprehending 
numerous  descendants,  followers,  and  much  cattle, 
and  which  is  undisturbed,  imperishable,  and  the 
source  of  felicity : such  riches,  lord  of  steeds,  bestow 
upon  us  to  make  us  happy. 

4.  If,  Indra,  thy  worshippers  have  formerly  ob- 
tained felicity,  confer  that  also  upon  us : irresistible 
Indra,  subduer  of  foes,  invoked  of  many,  abounding 
in  wealth,  what  is  the  portion,  what  the  offering 
(due)  to  thee  who  art  the  slayer  of  the  Asuras ? 

5.  He  whose  ceremonial  and  eulogistic  hymn  is 
commemorating  Indra,  the  holder  of  the  thunderbolt, 
seated  in  his  car,  the  accepter  of  many,  the  doer  of 
many  great  deeds,  the  bestower  of  strength,  proceeds 
promptly  to  acquire  happiness,  and  encounters  (with 
confidence)  the  malevolent. 

6.  Self-invigorated  Indra,  thou  hast  crushed  by  thy 
knotted  (thunderbolt),  quick  as  thought,  that  Vritra, 
growing  in  strength  by  this  cunning:1  very  radiant 
and  mighty  (Indra),  thou  hast  demolished  by  (thine) 
irresistible  (shaft)  the  unyielding,  compact,  and  strong 
(cities  of  the  .Astm™). 

7.  (I  have  undertaken)  to  spread  around  with  a 
new  hymn,  as  it  was  done  of  old,  (the  glory  of)  thee, 
the  ancient  and  most  mighty  (Indra):  may  that 
Indra,  who  is  illimitable,  and  is  a sure  conveyance, 
bear  us  over  all  difficulties. 


1 Ayd  mdyayd  vavridhanam , by  this  guile  or  deception, 
but  what  that  was  is  not  specified. 
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8.  Make  hot  the  regions  of  earth,  of  heaven,  of 
mid  air,  for  the  oppressive  race  (of  the  Rdkshasas) : 
showerer  (of  benefits),  consume  them  everywhere  with 
thy  radiance,  make  the  heaven  and  the  firmament 
(too)  hot  for  the  impious.1 

9.  Bright-flaming  Indra,  thou  art  the  king  of  the 
people  of  heaven,  and  of  the  moving  races  of  earth : 
grasp  in  thy  right  hand  the  thunderbolt,  wherewith, 
Indra,  who  art  beyond  all  praise,  thou  bafflest  all  the 
devices  (of  the  Asuras). 

10.  Bring  to  us,  Indra,  concentrated,  vast,  and 
unassailable  prosperity  beyond  the  reach  of  enemies, 
and  by  which,  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  thou  hast 
rendered  human  enemies,  whether  Dasas  or  Ary  as, 
easy  to  be  overcome. 

11.  Invoked  of  many,  creator,  object  of  sacrifice, 
come  to  us  with  thy  all-admired  steeds,  whom  neither 
Asura  nor  deity  arrests : come  with  them  quickly  to 
our  presence 

StJKTA  VIII.  (XXIII.) 

The  deity,  Rixhi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  When  the  Soma-juice,  Indra,  is  being  effused, 
the  sacred  hymn  chaunted,  the  prayer  recited,  be  thou 
prepared  (to  harness  thy  horses),  or,  Magiiavan,  with 
thy  horses  ready  harnessed,  come  (hither),  bearing 
the  thunderbolt  in  thy  hand. 

2.  Or  as,  although  engaged  in  heaven  in  the  hero- 
animating  conflict  with  foes,  thou  protectest  the  of- 


1 Jirahmadwishe  the  scholiast  explains  brdhmana  diveshtre , 
the  hater  of  .Brahmans,  but  it  may  also  import  the  enemy  or 
hater  of  the  V eda,  or  of  prayer. 


Varga  XV' . 
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fercr  of  the  libation,  and  humblest,  undaunted  Indra, 
the  Dasyus , the  disturbers  of  the  pious  and  terrified 
worshipper,  (so  do  thou  come  when  the  Soma  is 
effused).1 

3.  May  Indra  be  the  drinker  of  the  effused  Soma, 
he  who  is  the  fierce  conductor  of  the  worshipper  to 
security : may  he  be  the  donor  of  the  world  to  the 
presenter  of  the  libation,  the  giver  of  wealth  to  the 
man  who  adores  him. 

4.  May  Indra,  with  his  steeds,  come  to  as  many 
(daily)  rites  (as  may  be  celebrated),  bearing  the 
thunderbolt,  drinking  the  Soma , bestowing  cattle, 
granting  manly  and  multiplied  posterity,  hearing  the 
invocation  of  his  adorer,  and  being  the  accepter  of 
(our)  praises. 

5.  To  that  Indra,  who  of  old  has  rendered  us  good 
offices,  we  address  (the  praise)  that  he  is  pleased  by: 
we  celebrate  him  when  the  So?na  is  effused,  repeating 
the  prayer  that  the  (sacrificial)  food  (offered)  to 
Indra  may  be  for  his  augmentation. 

Varga xvi.  6.  Since,  Indra,  thou  hast  made  the  (sacred) 
prayers  (the  means  of)  thy  augmentation,  we  address 
such  to  thee,  along  with  our  praises : may  we,  drinker 
of  the  effused  libation,  offer  gratifying  and  acceptable 
eulogies  with  (our)  sacrifices. 

7.  Accept,  Indra,  who  art  condescending,  our 
cakes  and  butter : drink  the  Soma  mixed  with  curds : 
sit  down  upon  this  sacred  grass  (strewn  by)  the  wor- 
shipper : grant  ample  possessions  to  him  who  depends 
upon  thee. 

1 There  is  no  verb  in  the  text,  but  the  commentaior  considers 
that  ‘ come’  is  brought  on  from  the  preceding  stanza,  and  adds, 
when  the  Soma  is  poured  forth. 
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8.  Rejoice,  fierce  Indra,  according  to  thy  pleasure: 
let  these  libations  reach  thee:  invoked  of  many,  may 
these  our  invocations  ascend  to  thee:  may  this  praise 
influence  thee  for  our  protection. 

9.  Friends,  when  the  libations  are  effused,  do  you 
satisfy  that  liberal  Indra  with  the  Soma -juices : let 
there  he  plenty  for  him,  that  (he  may  provide)  for  our 
nourishment:  Indra  never  neglects  the  care  of  him 
who  presents  copious  libations. 

10.  Thus  has  Indra,  the  lord  of  the  opulent,  been 
glorified  by  the  BiiaradwAjas,  upon  the  libation  being 
effused,  that  he  may  be  the  director  of  his  eulogist  (to 
virtue),  that  Indra  may  be  the  giver  of  all  desirable 
riches. 


ANUVAKA  III. 


S6kta  I.  (XXIV.) 

The  deity,  It  is  hi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  At  the  rites  at  which  the  Soma  (is  offered)  the  Varga  xvn. 
exhilaration  (produced)  in  Indra  is  a shower  (of 

benefits  to  the  offerer) ; so  is  the  chaunted  hymn  with 
the  (recited)  prayer:  therefore  the  drinker  of  the 
Soma , the  partaker  of  the  stale  Soma , Maghavan,  is 
to  be  propitiated  by  men  with  praises:  dweller  in 
heaven,  he  is  the  lord  of  sacred  songs,  unwearied  in 
the  protection  (of  his  votaries). 

2.  The  surpasser  (of  foes),  a hero,  the  friend  of  man, 
the  discriminator,  the  hearer  of  the  invocation,  the 
great  protector  of  his  adorers,  the  giver  of  dwellings, 
the  ruler  of  men,  the  cherisher  of  his  worshippers,  the 


4 
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bestower  of  food,  grants  us,  when  glorified  at  the  sacri- 
fice, (abundant)  sustenance. 

3.  Mighty  hero,  by  thy  magnitude,  (the  extent)  of 
heaven  and  earth  is  exceeded,  as  the  axle  by  the  (cir- 
cumference of  the)  wheels:  invoked  of  many,  thy 
numerous  benefits,  Indr  A,  spread  out  like  the  branches 
of  a tree. 

4.  Accomplisher  of  many  acts,  the  energies  of  thee 
who  art  (ever)  active  (congregate  from  all  directions), 
like  the  converging  tracks  of  cattle:1 2  they  are  the 
bonds  (of  foes),  themselves  unfettered,  munificent 
Indra,  like  the  tethers  of  (many)  calves.3 

5.  Indra  achieves  one  act  to-day,  another  to-morrow, 
evil  and  good  repeatedly : may  he,  and  Mitra,  Varuna, 
Pushan,  Arya,  be  on  this  occasion  promoters  of  the 
desired  result. 

6.  By  praises  and  by  sacrifices,  Indra,  (men)  bring 
down  (what  they  desire)  from  thee,  as  the  waters 
(descend)  from  the  top  of  the  mountain : desirous  of 
food,  they  approach  thee,  who  art  accessible  by  praise, 
with  these  their  eulogies,  as  (eagerly  as)  coursers 
rush  to  battle.3 

7.  May  the  person  of  that  vast  Indra,  celebrated 


1 Sdkdhsahtaya,  abilities,  energies;  the  following  text  has  no 
verb : the  scholiast  supplies  sarvatah  samrharanii , come  together 
from  all  sides,  and  he  explains  the  simile  gavdm  iva  s rut  ay  ah 
sanchnranih  by  dhenundm  mdrgdh  yatha  sarvatra  sanchdrino 
bhavanti,  as  the  paths  of  milch  kine  are  everywhere  going 
together. 

2 Vatsdndm  na  tantayah , like  long  ropes  used  to  tie  a number 
of  calves  together,  is  Sdyanas  translation. 

3 The  verse  occurs  in  the  Sdma-Veda , i.  68.,  but  with  some 
variety  of  reading,  and  is  there  addressed  to  Agni. 
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by  praises  and  prayers,  ever  increase;  Indra,  whom 
neither  years  nor  months  make  old,  nor  days  enfeeble. 

8.  Glorified  by  us,  he  bows  not  down  to  the  robust, 
nor  to  the  resolute,  nor  to  the  persevering  (worshipper) 
who  is  instigated  by  the  (irreligious)  Dasyus : the 
lofty  mountains  are  easy  of  access  to  Indra  ; to  him 
there  is  a bottom  in  the  (lowest)  deep. 

9.  Powerful  Indra,  drinker  of  the  &>ma-juice,  (ac- 
tuated) by  a profound  and  comprehensive  (purpose), 
grant  us  food  and  strength : be  ever  diligent,  benevo- 
lent Indra,  for  our  protection  by  day  and  by  night. 

10.  Accompany,  Indra,  the  leader  in  battle  for  his 
protection;  defend  him  against  a near  (or  distant) 
foe ; protect  him  from  an  enemy,  whether  in  (his)  house 
or  in  a forest,  and  may  we,  blessed  with  excellent 
male  descendants,  be  happy  for  a hundred  winters. 

S6ktaII.  (XXV.) 

Deity,  Rishi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Powerful  Indra,  with  these  (thy  protections), 
whether  the  protection  be  little,  great,  or  middling, 
defend  us  for  the  destruction  of  our  foes : supply  us, 
fierce  Indra,  who  art  mighty,  with  those  viands  (that 
are  needed). 

2.  (Induced)  by  these  (praises),1 2  protecting  our 
assailing  host,  baffle,  Indra,  the  wrath  of  the  enemy : 
(induced)  by  them,  overthrow,  on  the  part  of  the 
A rya , all  the  servile  races  everywhere  abiding  2 


1 The  text  has  only  abhih,  by  these,  which  Sayana  explains 
asmadiydbhih  stutibhih , by  our  praises;  or  it  might  have  been 
thought  to  refer  to  the  preceding  stanza,  dibhir-utibhih  with 
these  protections. 

2 Viswd  abhiyujo  vishuchir  aryaya  visa  ava  tdrir-ddsih  : 

VOL.  Ill,  2 G 
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Varga  XX. 


3.  Annihilate,  Indra,  the  strength  of  those  who, 
whether  kinsmen  or  unrelated,  present  themselves 
before  us,  exerting  themselves  as  adversaries : enfeeble 
their  prowess,  put  them  to  flight. 

4.  The  hero,  (favoured  by  thee),  assuredly  slays 
the  (hostile)  hero  by  his  bodily  prowess,  when, 
both  excelling  in  personal  strength,  they  strive  to- 
gether in  conflict,  or  when,  clamorous,  they  dispute 
for  (the  sake  of)  sons,  of  grandsons,  of  cattle,  of  water, 
of  land. 

5.  But  thee  (no  one)  resists,  neither  the  hero,  nor 
the  fleet  runner,  nor  the  resolute,  nor  the  combatant 
confiding  (in  his  valour);  neither  of  these,  Indra,  is 
a match  for  thee : thou  art  superior  to  all  these  persons. 

6.  Of  both  these  (disputants),  that  one  acquires 
wealth  whose  priests  invoke  (Indra)  at  the  sacrifice, 
whether  they  contend  emulous  for  (the  overthrow  of) 
a powerful  enemy,  or  for  a dwelling  peopled  with 
dependants. 

7.  Therefore,  Indra,  when  thy  people  tremble  (with 
fear),  protect  them ; be  to  them  a defender : may  those 
who  are  our  chief  leaders  be  enjoy ers  (of  thy  favour), 
as  well  as  those  (thy)  worshippers  who  have  placed 
us  foremost  (to  perform  the  sacrifice). 

8.  All  (power)  has  been  successively  conceded 
verily  to  thee,  Indra,  wrho  art  mighty,  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  foe : suitable  vigour,  suitable  strength  in 
battle  (has  been  given)  to  thee,  adorable  Indra,  by 
the  gods. 

9.  So  (glorified  by  us),  Indra,  animate  us  (to 


Snyana  explains  vi&huchih  sarratra  vartamanuh , as  if  the  anti 
Hindu  population  occupied  most  parts  of  the  country. 
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overcome)  our  enemies  in  battle:  overthrow  our  im- 
pious, malevolent  (foes),  and  may  we,  BharadwAjas, 
praising  thee,  assuredly  possess  habitations,  with 
(abundant)  food. 

S6kta  III.  (XXVI.) 

The  deity,  JRishi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Hear  us,  Indra,  when,  offering  libations,  we  call 
upon  thee  for  obtaining  abundant  food : grant  us  de- 
cided protection  when  on  a future  day  men  are 
assembling  for  battle. 

2.  The  son  of  VAjinI,  (BharadwIja),  offering 
(sacrificial)  viands,  invokes  thee  for  (the  sake  of) 
acquiring  obtainable  and  abundant  food : (he  invokes) 
thee,  Indra,  the  preserver  of  the  good,  the  defender 
(from  the  wicked),  when  enemies  (assail  him) : he 
depends  upon  thee  when,  lifting  up  his  fist,  he  is  fight- 
ing for  (his)  cattle. 

3.  Thou  hast  animated  the  sage  with  (the  hope  of) 
obtaining  food;  thou  hast  cut  to  pieces  Sushna  for 
Kutsa,  the  donor  of  the  oblation : thou  hast  struck  off 
the  head  (of  Samba  r a),  imagining  himself  invulnerable,1 
intending  to  give  pleasure  to  Atithigvan. 

4.  Thou  hast  brought  to  Vrisjiabha  a great  war- 
chariot  ; thou  hast  protected  him  warring  for  ten  days : 
thou  hast  slain  Tugra  along  with  Yetasu:2  thou  hast 
exalted  Tuji  glorifying  thee. 


1 The  text  lias  only  amarmanah , which  the  commentator  ex- 
plains marmahinam  atmanam  manyamdnasya,  of  him  thinking 
himself  devoid  of  any  fatally  vulnerable  part : he  applies  it  also 
to  Sambara. 

2 Vetasave  sachd:  Vetasu  is  in  other  places  the  name  of  an 
Asurcij  and  it  may  be  so  here,  the  fifth  case  being  used  for  the 

2 G 2 
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5.  Indra,  who  art  the  subduer  (of  foes),  thou  hast 
achieved  a glorious  (deed),  inasmuch  as  thou  hast 
scattered,  hero,  the  hundreds  and  thousands  (of  the 
host  of  Sambara),  hast  slain  the  slave  Sambara  (when 
issuing)  from  the  mountain,* 1  and  hast  protected,  Dl- 
vodAsa  with  marvellous  protections. 

6.  Delighted  by  libations  offered  with  faith,  thou 
hast  consigned  Chumuri  to  the  sleep  (of  death)  on 
behalf  of  DabhIti,  and,  bestowing  (the  maiden)  Raji 
upon  PithInas,2  thou  hast,  by  thy  contrivance,3  de- 
stroyed sixty  thousand  (warriors)  at  once. 

7.  May  I,  with  my  fellow-worshippers,  obtain  that 
thy  most  excellent  felicity  and  vigour,  which,  most 
mighty  Indra,  associate  of  heroes,  the  pious  celebrate 
(as  bestowed)  by  thee,  who  art  the  humiliator  (of  foes), 
the  protector  of  the  three  (worlds). 

8.  May  we,  adorable  Indra,  thy  friends,  at  this  thy 
worship,  offered  for  (the  acquirement  of)  wealth,  be 
held  most  dear  to  thee:  may  Kshatrasri,  the  son  of 
Pratardana,  (my  patron),  be  most  illustrious  through 
the  destruction  of  foes,  and  the  attainment  of  riches. 


third,  or  Vetasund  saha ; but  Sayana  suggests  that  it  may  be 
the  name  of  a Raja,  of  whom  Indra  is  the  ally  against  Tugray 
whom  he  has  slain  for  the  sake  of  Vetasu : Vrishabha  is  also 
said  to  be  the  name  of  a prince. 

1 See  vol.  ii.  p.  237,  verse  11. 

2 Rajim  Pithmase  dasasyan : liaji  is  explained  by  the 
scholiast etaddkhydm  kanydm  a maiden  so  called;  or  it  may  be 
a synonyme  of  rdjyavn , kingdom,  dominion. 

3 Sachyd , which  the  scholiast  renders  prajnayd ; but  it  may 
also  import  karmana,  by  act  or  exploit : as  to  the  number  of 
slain,  although  probably  Asuras  are  intended,  yet  the  specifica- 
tion intimates  familiarity  with  numerous  armies  and  sanguinary 
conflicts. 
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86kta  IV.  (XXVII.) 

The  deity,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before,  but  in  the  last  stanza, 
gift  or  generosity  is  considered  to  be  the  divinity. 

1.  What  has  Indra  done  in  the  exhilaration  of  this 
(Soma)  ? what  has  he  done  on  quaffing  this  (libation)? 
what  has  he  done  in  friendship  for  this  ( Soma )?  what 
have  former,  what  have  recent  adorers  obtained,  from 
thee  in  the  chamber  of  this  (libation)?1 

2.  Verily,  in  the  exhilaration  of  this  (Sotna)  Indra 
has  done  a good  deed;  on  quaffing  the  libation  (he 
has  done)  a good  deed;  (he  has  done)  a good  deed  in 
friendship  for  this  Soma : former  as  well  as  recent 
adorers  have  obtained  good  of  thee  in  the  chamber  (of 
the  libation). 

3.  We  acknowledge  no  one,  Maghavan,  of  greatness 
equal  to  thine,  nor  one  of  like  affluence,  nor  one  of 
equally  glorifiable  riches,  nor  has  (such  as)  thy  power 
been  ever  seen  (in  any  other). 

4.  Such  as  thy  power  (is)  it  has  been  compre- 
hended (by  us)  as  that  wherewith  thou  hast  slain  the 
race  of  Varasikha,2  when  the  boldest  (of  them)  was 
demolished  by  the  noise  of  thy  thunderbolt  hurled  with 
(all  thy)  force. 

5.  Favouring  ABHYAVARTiN,the  son  of  ChayamXna,3 
Indra  destroyed  the  race  of  Varasikha,  killing  the 
descendants  of  Vrichivat,  (who  were  stationed)  on 


1 According  to  Saj/ana  the  Rishi  here  expresses  his  impa- 
tience at  the  delay  of  the  reward  of  his  praises : in  the  next 
verse  he  sings  his  recantation. 

2 The  name  of  an  Asura , but  the  context  would  rather  imply 
the  name  of  a tribe  or  people. 

3 The  names  of  Rajas . 
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the  Hariyupiyd ,l  on  the  eastern  part,  whilst  the 
western  (troop)  was  scattered  through  fear. 

6.  Indra,  the  invoked  of  many,  thirty  hundred 
mailed  warriors  (were  collected)2 3  together  on  the 
Yavy avati*  to  acquire  glory,  but  the  Vrichwats  ad- 
vancing hostilely,  and  breaking  the  sacrificial  vessels, 
went  to  (their  own)  annihilation. 

7.  He  whose  bright  prancing  horses,  delighted  with 
choice  fodder,  proceed  between  (heaven  and  earth), 
gave  up  Turvasa  to  Srinjaya,4  subjecting  the  Vri - 
chivats  to  the  descendant  of  Devayata,  (AbhyX- 
vartin). 

8.  The  opulent  supreme  sovereign  AbiiyAvartin, 
the  son  of  Chayamana,  presents,  Agni,  to  me  two 
damsels  riding  in  cars,  and  twenty  cows:5  this  do- 

1 Vrichivat  is  the  first-born  of  the  sons  of  VarasiJtka,  whence 
the  rest  are  named : Hariyupiyd  is  the  name  either  of  a river  or 
a city  according  to  the  comment. 

2 Trinsach-chhatam  varminah : Sayana  makes  the  number 
one  hundred  and  thirty,  trimadadhihasatam , of  havacha- 
bhritaSj  wearers  of  breastplates  or  armour. 

3 The  same  as.  the  Hariyupiyd,  according  to  Sayana. 

4 There  are  several  princes  of  this  name  in  the  Purdnas  : one 
of  them,  the  son  of  Haryaswa , was  one  of  the  five  Panchdla 
princes : the  name  is  also  that  of  a people  probably  in  the  same 
direction,  the  north-west  of  India,  or  towards  the  Panjab  : 
Vishnu  Purana,  pp.  193,  454 : what  is  meant  by  the  phrase 
he  gave  up,  pardddt,  Turvasa  to  Srinjaya  may  be  conjectured 
but  is  not  explained. 

5 Dwaydm  rathino  vinsati  yd  vadhumantah  is  explained  by 
the  scholiast,  rathasahitdn  vadhumatah  striyukt&n , dwaydn 
mithunabhutdnj  being  in  pairs,  having  women  together  with 
cars : twenty  animals,  pa  sun  : the  passage  is  obscure  and  might 
be  understood  to  mean  that  the  gift  consisted  of  twenty  pair  of 
oxen  yoked  two  and  two  in  chariots:  the  gift  of  females  to 
saintly  persons,  however,  is  nothing  unusual : see  vol.  II.  p.  17. 
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nation  of  the  descendant  of  Prithu  cannot  be  de- 
stroyed.1 

Sukta  V.  (XXVIII.) 

The  I\ lishi  is  as  before,  Bharadwaja  ; the  metre  of  the  three 
first  stanzas  is  Jagati,  of  the  next  four  Trishtubh , of  the  last 
Anushtubh  ; the  deities  of  the  whole  are  the  Cows,  except  in 
the  second  verse  and  part  of  the  last,  which  may  be  applied 
to  Indra, 

1.  May  the  cows  come  and  bring  good  fortune;  let 
them  lie  down  in  (our)  stalls  and  be  pleased  with  us : 
may  the  many-coloured  kine  here  be  prolific,  and  yield 
milk  for  Indra  on  many  dawns. 

2.  Indra  grants  the  desires  of  the  man  who  offers 
to  him  sacrifice  and  praise;  he  ever  bestows  upon  him 
wealth,  and  deprives  him  not  of  that  which  is  his  own : 
again  and  again  increasing  his  riches,  he  places  the 
devout  man  in  an  inaccessible  fortress.2 

3.  Let  not  the  Cows  he  lost  :3  let  no  thief  carry 
them  away : let  no  hostile  weapon  fall  upon  them : 


1 JDundseyam  dakshina  pdrthavandm : ndxayitum  asakyd  is 
the  translation  of  the  first:  the  last  implies  Abhydvarttin , as  de- 
scended from  Prithu , the  plural  being  used  honorificaliy  ; the 
name  of  this  member  of  the  race  of  Prithu  does  not  occur 
apparently  in  the  Purdnas. 

2 Abhi/ma  hhilye  : the  first  is  explained  satrubhirabhetavye , 
not  to  be  breached  by  enemies ; and  the  second  is  considered  the 
same  as  khila,  commonly,  waste  land,  but  here  said  to  mean 
apratihatasthdnam , an  unassailed  or  unassailable  place,  one 
which  is  unapproachable  by  others,  anyair  gantumasahye  sthale. 

3 Na  td  nasanti : in  this  we  have  the  third  person  plural  of 
the  present  tense  indicative  mood,  but  Sayana  assigns  it  the 
force  of  the  imperative,  na  nasyantu : in  the  following,  na  da- 
bhdti  tasharah , na  vyathir  adadharshati , we  have  the  Vaidik 
imperative,  Let. 


Varga  XXV. 
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may  the  master  of  the  cattle  be  long  possessed  of  those 
with  which  he  sacrifices,  and  which  he  presents  to  the 
gods. 

4.  Let  not  the  dust-spurning  (war)-horse  reach 
them ; nor  let  them  fall  in  the  way  of  sacrificial  con- 
secration :l 2  let  the  cattle  of  the  man  who  offers  sacri- 
fice wander  about  at  large  and  without  fear. 

5.  May  the  Cows  be  (for  our)  affluence:  may 
Indra  grant  me  cattle : may  the  Cows  yield  the  food 
of  the  first  libation:  these  Cows,  oh  men,  are  the 
Indra,3  the  Indra  whom  I desire  with  heart  and 
mind. 

6.  Do  you,  Cows,  give  us  nourishment : render  the 
emaciated,  the  unlovely  body  the  reverse:  do  you, 
whose  lowing  is  auspicious,  make  my  dwelling  pro- 
sperous : great  is  the  abundance  that  is  attributed  to 
you  in  religious  assemblies.3 


1 Na  sanshritatram  abhyupayanti : Sayana  interprets  visa- 
sanadisansh&ram  nabhyupagachchhantu , let  them  not  go  nigh 
to  the  consecration  of  immolation  and  the  rest,  as  if  he  un- 
derstood the  Veda  to  authorise  the  sacrifice  of  cattle  as  victims: 
but  the  use  of  metonymy  is  so  common,  that  perhaps  by  cows, 
in  this  place,  we  are  to  understand  their  produce,  milk  and 
butter,  which  are  constantly  offered. 

2 A rather  strong  personation,  and  which  the  scholiast  weak- 
ens by  understanding  it  to  mean  that  the  cows  may  be  con- 
sidered as  Indra , as  they  nourish  him  by  their  milk  and  butter 
presentedin  sacrifices:  so,  perhaps,  the  first  phrase,  gdvo  bh agah, 
which  he  renders  mahyarn  dhanam  bhavantu,  may  they  be  to 
me  affluence,  may  mean  the  cows  are  Bhaga,  the  impersonations 
of  the  deity  of  good  fortune  and  riches. 

3 Brihad  vo  vaya  uchyate  sabhasu:  great  of  you  the  food  is 
said  in  assemblies : Sayana  understands  it  rather  differently, 
great  is  the  food  given  to  you  in  assemblies,  it  is  given  by  all, 
sarvair  diyate  ityartha. 
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7.  May  you,  Cows , have  many  calves  grazing  upon 
good  pasture,  and  drinking  pure  water  at  accessible 

ponds:  may  no  thief  be  your  master;  no  beast  of 
prey  (assail  you),  and  may  the  (fatal)  weapon  of 
Eudra1  avoid  you. 

8.  Let  the  nourishment  of  the  Cows  be  solicited, 
let  the  vigour  of  the  bull  (be  requested),  Indra,  for 
thy  iuvigoration.2 


ADHYAYA  VII. 


MANDALA  VI.  ( continued ). 


ANUVAKA  III.  ( continued ). 


Sukta  VI.  (XXIX.) 

The  deity  is  Indra;  the  Rishi  Bharadwaja;  the  metre  is 

Trishtubh 

1.  Your  priests,  (oh  worshippers),  propitiate  Indra 
for  his  friendship,  offering  great  (praise),  and  desirous 
of  his  favour  ;3  for  the  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt  is 
the  giver  of  vast  (wealth) : worship  him,  therefore,  who 
is  mighty  and  benevolent,  (to  obtain)  his  protection. 

2.  In  whose  hand4  (riches)  good  for  man  are  ac- 


1 Rudra  is  here  said  to  be  the  Supreme  Being,  identical  with 
time,  kdldtmakasya  para m esicaraxya . 

2 That  is,  the  milk  and  butter  which  are  required  for  Indra’* 
nutriment  are  dependent  upon  the  cows  bearing  calves. 

3 Maho  yantah  sumataye  chakandhf  may  also,  according  to 
Sdyana , be  rendered  viahat  ltarmma  anutishthantah , perform- 
ing great  worship,  and  stutim  sabdayantah , sounding  or  utter- 
ing praise. 

4 Yarniin  haste  may  also  be  interpreted,  according  to  a note 
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cumulated,  the  chariot-mounted  in  a golden  car;  in 
whose  arms  the  rays  of  light  (are  collected);  whose 
vigorous  horses,  yoked  (to  his  car,  convey  him)  on  the 
road  (of  the  firmament). 

3.  They  offer  adoration  at  thy  feet  to  acquire  pro- 
sperity, for  thou  art  the  overthrower  of  enemies  by 
(thy)  strength,  the  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  the 
bestower  of  donations:  leader  (of  rites),  thou  art  like 
the  rolling  sun,  wearing  in  the  sight  (of  all)  a 
graceful  and  ever  moving  form.* 1 

4.  That  libation  is  most  perfectly  mixed  when, 
upon  its  being  effused,  the  cakes  are  baked,  and  the 
barley  is  fried,  and  the  priests,  glorifying  Indra,  offer- 
ing the  (sacrificial)  food,  and  reciting  holy  prayers, 
are  approaching  most  nigh  to  the  gods. 

5.  No  limit  of  thy  strength  has  been  assigned; 
heaven  and  earth  are  intimidated  by  its  great- 
ness: the  pious  worshipper,  hastening  (to  sacrifice), 
and  earnestly  performing  worship,  gratifies  thee  with 
the  offering,2  as  (the  cowkeeper  satisfies)  the  herds 
with  water. 

6.  Thus  may  the  mighty  Indra  be  successfully  in- 
voked; he,  the  azure-chinned,3  the  giver  of  wealth, 

cited  from  Yaska , Niruhta , 1.  7,  in  whom,  the  slayer  of  foes, 
yasmin  hantari. 

1 Vasdno  atkam  surabhim : the  commentator  explains  sata- 
tagavianasilam  prasastam  rupam,  sarveshdtn  darsandrtham 
achckhadayan , putting  on,  for  the  sake  of  the  seeing  of  all,  an 
excellent  form  endowed  with  perpetual  movement. 

2 Uti  for  utyd}  is  here  explained  tarpakena  havishd , with  the 
satisfying  oblation. 

3 Haruipra,  haritovarnah  sipro  yasya:  he  whose  chin  or 
nose  is  of  a green  colour,  alluding  possibly  to  the  tint  of  the 
sky,  considered  as  a feature  of  Indra . 
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whether  by  coming  or  not  coming1  (to  the  sacrifice); 
and  may  he  who  is  of  unequalled  strength  destroy,  as 
soon  as  manifested,  many  opposing  (evil  spirits)  and 
(hostile)  Dasyus. 

Sukta  VII.  (XXX.) 

Deity,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before 

1.  Again  has  Indra  increased  (in  strength)  for 
(the  display  of)  heroism:  he,  the  chief  (of  all),  the 
undecay  able,  bestows  riches  (on  his  votaries)  : Indra 
surpasses  heaven  and  earth : a mere  portion  of  him 
is  equal  to  both  earth  and  heaven. 

2.  I now  glorify  his  vast  and  ^swra-destroying 
(vigour)  : those  exploits  that  he  has  determined  (to 
achieve)  no  one  can  resist:  (by  him)  the  sun  was 
made  daily  visible;2  and  he,  the  doer  of  great  deeds, 
spread  out  the  spacious  regions  (of  the  universe). 

3.  At  present,  verily  as  of  old,  that  act,  (the  libe- 
ration) of  the  rivers,  is  effective;  whereby  thou  hast 
directed  them  on  their  course:  the  mountains  have 
settled  (at  thy  command)  like  (men)  seated  at  their 
meals : doer  of  great  deeds,  by  thee  have  the  worlds 
been  rendered  stationary. 

4.  Yerily  it  is  the  truth,  Indra,  that  there  is  no 
other  such  as  thou,  no  god  nor  mortal  is  (thy)  superior : 
thou  hast  slain  Ahi  obstructing  the  waters,  thou  hast 
set  them  free  (to  flow)  to  the  ocean. 


1 fhi  anuii  are  explained  agamanenay  andgamanena , by 
coming  or  not  coming:  sway  am  dgato  andgato  api  stotribhyo 
dhanam  prayachchhati,  whether  he  have  come  himself  or  not,  he 
gives  wealth  to  the  praisers. 

2 That  is,  by  Indra' s breaking  asunder  the  clouds. 
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5.  Thou  hast  set  the  obstructed  waters  free  to  flow 
in  all  directions : thou  hast  fractured  the  solid  (bar- 
rier) of  the  cloud : thou  art  lord  over  the  people  of  the 
world,  making  manifest  together  the  sun,  the  sky,  and 
the  dawn. 

S6kta  VIII.  (XXXI.) 

The  deity  is  Indra;  the  JRishi,  Suhotra;  the  metre  is  Trish- 
tubhf  except  in  the  fourth  verse  in  which  it  is  Sakwart. 

Varga  in.  1.  Thou,  lord  of  riches,  art  the  chief  (sovereign) 
over  riches : thou  holdest  men  in  thy  two  hands,  and 
men  glorify  thee  with  various  praises  for  (the  sake  of 
obtaining)  sons,  and  valiant  grandsons,  and  rain. 

3.  Through  fear  of  thee,  Indra,  all  the  regions  of 
the  firmament  cause  the  unfallen  (rain)  to  descend: 
the  heavens,  the  earth,  the  mountains,  the  forests,  all 
the  solid  (universe)  is  alarmed  at  thy  approach. 

3.  Thou,  Indra,  with  Kutsa,  hast  warred  against 

the  inexhaustible  Sushna:  thou  hast  overthrown 

• • 

Kuyava  in  battle : in  conflict  thou  hast  carried  off  the 
wheel  (of  the  chariot)  of  the  sun:1  thou  hast  driven 
away  the  malignant  (spirits). 

4.  Thou  hast  destroyed  the  hundred  impregnable 
cities  of  the  Dasyu ,2  Sambara,  when,  sagacious  Indra, 
thou,  who  art  brought  by  the  libation,  thou  hast  be- 
stowed in  thy  liberality  riches  upon  Divodasa  pre- 
senting to  thee  libations,  and  upon  Bharadwaja 
hymning  thy  praise. 

1 See  vol.  I.  p.  329. 

2 Sambara  is  more  usually  styled  an  Asura , and  hence  it 
would  appear  that  Dasyu  and  Asura  are  synonymous,  so  that 
the  latter  is  equally  applied  to  the  unbelieving  or  anti-Hindu 
mortal  inhabitant  of  India. 
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5.  Leader  of  true  heroes,  possessor  of  infinite  wealth, 
mount  thy  formidable  car  for  the  arduous  conflict: 
come  to  me,  pursuer  of  a forward  path,  for  my  pro- 
tection: do  thou,  who  art  renowned,  proclaim  (our 
renown)  amongst  men. 

S6kta  IX.  (XXXII.) 

Deity,  Rishi , and  metre  a9  before. 

1 . I have  fabricated  with  my  mouth  unprecedented, 
comprehensive,  and  gratifying  praises  to  that  mighty, 
heroic,  powerful,  rapid,  adorable,  and  ancient  wielder 
of  the  thunderbolt.1 

2.  He  has  obtained  the  parent  (worlds,  heaven  and 
earth),  with  the  sun,  for  the  sake  of  the  sages,  (the 
Angirasas,  and,  glorified  (by  them),  he  has  shattered 
the  mountain : repeatedly  wished  for  by  his  adorers 
intently  meditating  (upon  him),  he  has  cast  off  the 
fetters  of  the  kine. 

3.  He,  the  achiever  of  many  deeds,  together  with 
his  worshippers  ever  offering  oblations  upon  bended 
knees,  has  overcome  (the  Asuras ) for  (the  rescue  of) 
the  cows : friendly  with  his  friends  (the  Angirasas), 
far-seeing  with  the  far-seeing,  the  destroyer  of  cities 
has  demolished  the  strong  cities  (of  the  Asuras). 

4.  Showerer  (of  benefits),  propitiated  by  praise, 
come  to  him  who  glorifies  thee,  to  make  him  happy 
amongst  men  with  abundant  food,  with  exceeding 
strength,  and  with  young  (mares)  with  numerous 
colts.2 

1 This  verse  occurs  Sania-Veda  i.  322,  but  the  reading  of  the 
last  portion  somewhat  varies  in  the  printed  edition  : instead  of 
vachdnsi  asa  sthaviraya  taksham , we  have  vachansi  astnai  stha- 
virdya  takshuh , they  have  fabricated  praises  to  that  ancient,  &c. 

2 Nivydbhih  puruvirabhih  are  translated  by  Sdyana,  navata - 
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Varga  V. 


5.  Endowed  with  natural  force,  possessed  of  (swift) 
horses,  Indra,  the  overcomer  of  adversaries,  (sets  free) 
the  waters  at  the  southern  (declination):* 1  thus  libe- 
rated the  waters  expand  daily  to  the  insatiable  goal 
whence  there  is  no  returning. 

Sukta  X.  (XXXIII.) 

The  deity  and  metre  as  before;  the  Rishi  is  Sunahotra. 

1.  Showerer  (of  benefits),  Indra,  grant  us  a son 
who  shall  be  most  vigorous,  a delighter  (of  thee  by 
praise),  a pious  sacrificer,  a liberal  giver,  who,  mounted 
on  a good  steed,  shall  overthrow  numerous  good  steeds, 
and  conquer  opposing  enemies  in  combats. 

2.  Men  of  various  speech2  invoke  thee,  Indra,  for 
their  defence  in  war : thou,  with  the  sages,  (the  Angi- 
rasas),  hast  slain  the  Panis  : protected  by  thee,  the 
liberal  (worshipper)  obtains  food. 

3.  Thou,  hero,  Indra,  destroyed  both  (classes  of) 
enemies,  (both)  Dasa  and  Aiya,  adversaries:  chief 
leader  of  leaders,  thou  cuttest  thy  foes  in  pieces  in 
battles  with  well-plied  weapons,  as  (woodcutters  fell) 
the  forests. 


rdbhih  bahundm  vi ray i tribh tr- va davabhih,  with  very  new  or 
young  mares  bearing  male  progeny  of  many. 

1 The  text  has  only  apo  dakshinatah , the  waters  from  or  at 
the  south : there  is  no  verb  : Sayana  considers  the  dakshindyana 
to  be  intended  the  sun’s  course  south  from  the  northern  limit  of 
the  tropics,  which,  in  India,  is  in  fact  the  commencement  of  the 
rainy  season. 

2 Vivdchah  the  commentator  renders  vividhastutirupd  vdcho 
yesham , they  of  whom  the  speech  has  the  form  of  many  kinds 
of  praise,  which  meaning  lie  assigned  to  the  same  word  in  the 
first  verse  of  Sukta  xxxi. : he  is  probably  right,  although  the 
more  simple  explanation  would  be,  of  various  speech. 
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4.  Do  thou,  Indr  a,  who  art  all-pervading,  be  a 
friend,  and  a protector  with  irreproachable  protections 
for  our  prosperity ; when  warring  in  number-thinning 
conflicts,1  we  invoke  thee  for  the  acquirement  of 
wealth.2 

5.  Do  thou,  Indra,  now  and  at  (all)  other  times 
be  verily  ours : be  the  bestower  of  happiness  accord- 
ing to  our  condition : and  in  this  manner,  worshipping 
at  dawn,3  and  glorifying  thee,  may  we  abide  in  the 
brilliant  and  unbounded  felicity  of  thee  who  art  mighty. 

Sukta  XI.  (XXXIV.) 

Deity,  lliski , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Many  praises,  Indra,  are  concentrated  in  thee: 
from  thee  abundant  commendations  diversely  proceed  :4 
to  thee,  formerly  and  at  present,  the  praises  of  the 
sages,  their  prayers  and  hymns,  vie  (in  glorifying) 
Indra. 


1 Yudhyanto  nemadhitd  pritsu : nema  is  synonymous  with 
arddha,  a half,  or  here,  some,  hatipayah  purusha  dhiyanta  eshu, 
in  those  battles,  pritsu , in  which  some  men  are  engaged  or 
killed;  the  first  case  plural,  nemadhitay  or,  properly,  nema- 
dhitaya , being  used  for  the  seventh  case  plural. 

2 Swarshdtd  is  explained  sushtu  araniyam  dhanam  tasya 
sambhajandrtham , very  precious  wealth  for  the  sake  of  enjoying 
it,  that  is,  by  the  spoils  of  the  enemy. 

3 Qoshatama  is  left  unexplained  by  Say  ana,  unless  he  intends 
to  explain  it  by  varttamd  nd  bhavema , may  we  be  present,  but 
this  may  merely  express  the  syaina  of  the  text,  may  we  be,  or 
may  we  abide  : the  word  is  unusual,  and  the  rendering  is  con- 
jectural only,  one  sense  of gosha  being  the  dawn. 

4 Vicha  twad  yanti  manishdh,  twattah  stotrinam  matayo  vi- 
vidham  nirgachchhanti : from  thee  the  praises,  or  approbations 
of  the  praisers  variously  go  forth,  is  the  explanation  of  Sdyana, 
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2.  May  that  Indra  ever  be  propitiated  by  us  who 
is  the  invoked  of  many,  mighty  and  chief,  especially 
honoured  by  sacrifices,  and  to  whom,  as  to  a convey- 
ance, we  are  attached  for  (the  attainment  of)  great 
strength. 

3.  All  praises  contributing  to  his  exaltation  proceed 
to  Indra,  whom  no  acts,  no  words  can  harm,  since 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  adorers  glorify  him  who  is 
entitled  to  praise,  and  so  afford  him  gratification. 

4.  The  mixed  Soma-juice  has  been  prepared  for 
Indra,  (to  be  offered)  on  the  day  (of  sacrifice),  with 
reverence-like  adoration,1  when  praises,  together  with 
offerings,  yield  him  increase,  as  when  water  (revives) 
a man  in  desert  a waste. 

5.  To  this  Indra  has  this  earnest  eulogy  been  ad- 
dressed by  the  devout,  in  order  that  the  all-pervading 
Indra  may  be  our  defender  and  exalter  in  the  great 
conflict  with  (our)  foes. 

S6kta  XII.  (XXXV.) 

The  deity  and  metre  as  before;  the  Rishi  is  Naha. 

Varga  vj i.  1.  When  may  our  prayers  (be  with  thee)  in  thy 


1 Divyarclieva  masa  is  explained  divase  sautye  ahani  archana - 
sadhanena  stotreneva  mdnena , with  respect,  like  praise,  the  in- 
strument of  worship  on  the  day  for  the  libation  : the  scholiast 
cites  in  illustration  a mantra  beginning  Vritrayhna , slayer  of 
Vritra,  See.  but  he  also  proposes  another  explanation,  divi 
dyotahe , archeva  arkah  siirya  iva , masa-mdsas  chandramah  sa 
iva,  which,  with  the  following  word,  mimiksha , explained  vrish- 
tyudahandm  sehta,  the  sprinkler  of  rain-waters,  is  applied  to  /«- 
dra,  ya  Indro  varttate , that  Indra  who  is  the  shedder  of  rain,  like 
the  sun  and  the  moon  in  heaven  : this  is  scarcely  more  satisfac- 
tory than  the  interpretation  first  given,  although  that  is  not  very 
explicit. 
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chariot?  when  wilt  thou  grant  to  thine  adorer  the 
(means  of)  maintaining  thousands?  when  wilt  thou 
recompense  my  adoration  with  riches?  when  wilt  thou 
render  sacred  rites  productive  of  food  ? 

2.  When,  Indra,  wilt  thou  bring  together  leaders 
with  leaders,  heroes  with  heroes,  and  give  us  victory 
in  battles?  when  wilt  thou  conquer  from  the  enemy 
the  threefold-food-supplying  cattle?1  (when  wilt  thou 
grant)  us,  Indra,  diffusive  wealth? 

3.  When,  most  vigorous  Indra,  wilt  thou  grant  thy 
worshipper  that  food  which  is  all-sufficing?  when  wilt 
thou  combine  (in  thyself)  worship  and  praises?  when 
wilt  thou  render  oblations  productive  of  cattle? 

4.  Grant,  Indra,  to  thine  adorer  (abundant)  food, 
productive  of  cattle,  pleasant  with  horses,  and  re- 
nowned for  vigour : multiply  nourishment,  and  (cherish) 
the  kine  easily  milked,  and  render  them  so  that  they 
may  be  resplendent. 

5.  Direct  him  who  is  actually  our  adversary 
into  a different  (course)  :‘2  mighty  Indra,  who  art  a 
hero,  the  destroyer  (of  enemies),  therefore  art  thou 
glorified : never  may  I desist  from  the  praise  of  the 
giver  of  pure  (gifts):3  satisfy,  sage  Indra,.  the  Angi- 
rasas  with  food. 


1 Tridhdtu  gdh : cows  having  three  elements  of  nutriment, 
as  milk,  curds,  and  butter. 

2 That  is,  consign  him  to  death,  a course  different  from  that  of 
living  beings. 

3 Ma  niraram  suhradughasya  dhenoh  is,  literally,  may  I not 
cease  from  the  cow  the  yielder  of  pure  milk ; but  dhenoh  is 
interpreted  by  the  scholiast  in  this  place  vdchas , stutrdt,  from 
praise;  or  he  admits  as  an  alternative,  may  I never  depart  from 
the  milch  cow  given,  Indra , by  thee. 
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StfKTA  XIII.  (XXXVI.) 

The  deity,  Ruhr,  and  metre  as  before. 

Varga  viii.  1.  Truly  are  thy  exhilarations  beneficial  to  all  men : 
truly  are  the  riches  which  exist  on  earth  (beneficial 
to  all  men):  truly  art  thou  the  distributor  of  food; 
wherefore  thou  maintainest  vigour  amongst  the  gods. 

2.  The  worshipper  praises  especially  the  strength 
of  that  Indra  ; verily  they  rely  upon  him  for  heroic 
deeds : they  offer  sacrifices  to  him  as  the  seizer  of  an 
uninterrupted  series  of  foes,1  their  assailant,  their 
subduer,  and  also  for  the  destruction  of  V ritra. 

3.  The  associated  Maruts,  heroic  energies,  virile 
strength,  and  the  Niyut  steeds,  attend  upon  Indra, 
and  praises  powerful  in  sacred  song  centre  in  him  as 
rivers  flow  into  the  ocean. 

4.  Glorified  by  us,  Indra,  let  flow  the  stream  of 
much-delighting,  home-conferring  affluence,  for  thou 
art  the  unequalled  lord  of  men,  the  sole  sovereign  of 
all  the  world. 

5.  Hear,  Indra,  (the  praises)  that  may  be  heard 
(by  thee),  thou,  who  art  gratified  by  our  adoration, 
and,  like  the  sun,2  (prevailest)  over  the  ample  riches 
of  the  enemy : endowed  with  strength,  being  glorified 
in  every  age,  rendered  comprehensible  by  (sacrificial) 
food,  be  to  us  no  other3  (than  such  as  thou  hast  been). 


1 Syumagribkc,  syutdn  avichchhcdena  varttamandn  satrun 
grihnate , to  him  who  seizes  enemies  being  lines  or  threads 
without  interruption. 

2 Dyaur-na  bhumdbhi  rayo  ary  ah ; arer  dhandni  bahutardni 
snrya  iva  abhibhavasi : the  prefix  abhi,  as  is  frequent  in  the 
Veda,  being  put  for  the  compound  verb  abhibhu. 

3 Asnyathd  nah  is,  literally,  not  he  as  to  us:  Sdyana , to  make 
this  intelligible,  says,  yena  prahdrena  asmdkam  asddhdrano  a, si 
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Deity  and  metre  as  before;  the  Rishi  is  Bharadwaja. 

1 . Fierce  Indra,  let  thy  harnessed  steeds  bring  down  Varga  ix. 
thy  all- desired  chariot;  thy  devoted  adorer  verily 
invokes  thee : may  we  to-day,  partaking  of  thine  ex- 
hilaration, increase  to-day  (in  prosperity). 

2.  The  green  Sowa-juices  flow  at  our  sacrifice,  and, 
purified,  proceed  direct  into  the  pitcher : may  the  an- 
cient, illustrious  Indra,  the  sovereign  of  the  exhilara- 
ting Soma  libation,  drink  of  this  our  offering.* 1 2 

3.  May  the  everywhere-going,  straight-proceeding, 
chariot-bearing  steeds,  bring  the  mighty  Indra  in  his 
strong-wheeled  car  to  our  rite ; let  not  the  ambrosial 
Soma  waste  in  the  wind. 

4.  The  very  strong  Indra,  the  performer  of  many 
great  deeds  instigates  the  donation  of  this  (insti tutor 
of  the  ceremony)  amongst  the  opulent,  whereby, 
wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  thou  removest  sin,  and, 
firm  of  purpose,  bestowest  riches  upon  the  worshippers. 

5.  Indra  is  the  donor  of  substantial  food : may  the 
very  illustrious  Indra  increase  (in  glory)  through  our 
praises:  may  Indra,  the  destroyer  (of  enemies),  be 
the  especial  slayer  of  Vritra  : may  he,  the  animator, 
the  quick-mover,  grant  us  those  (riches  which  we 
desire). 

StfKTA  XV.  (XXXVIII.) 

Deity,  Rishi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  May  the  most  marvellous  Indra  drink  from  this  Varga  x. 

sa  tatha  sah  syahi  in  what  manner  thou  art  especially  or  exclu- 
sively ours,  so  mayest  thou  be  that,  our  property  or  friend. 

1 The  £oma-juice,  it  is  said,  if  allowed  to  remain  some  time 
in  the  vessel  containing  it,  may  be  dried  up  by  the  air : Indra 
is  therefore  urged  to  drink  it  before  it  evaporates. 

2 H 2 
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Varga  XI. 


(our  cup):  may  he  acknowledge  our  earnest  and 
brilliant  invocation : may  the  munificent  (Indra) 
accept  the  offering  and  the  praiseworthy  adoration  at 
the  sacrifice  of  the  devout  worshipper. 

2.  Reciting  (his  praise,  the  worshipper)  calls  aloud, 
that  by  the  sound  he  may  reach  the  ears  of  Indra, 
although  abiding  afar  off : may  this  invocation  of  the 
deity,  inducing  him  (to  come),  bring  Indra  to  my 
presence. 

3.  I glorify  thee  with  hymns  and  with  pious  wor- 
ship, the  ancient  undecaying  Indra,  for  in  him  are 
oblations  and  praises  concentrated,  and  great  adora- 
tion is  enhanced  (when  addressed  to  him) ; 

4.  Indra,  whom  the  sacrifice,  whom  the  libation 
exalts,  whom  the  oblation,  the  praises,  the  prayers, 
the  adoration  exalt,  whom  the  course  of  day  and  night 
exalts,  whom  months,  and  years,  and  days  exalt. 

5.  So,  wise  Indra;  may  we  to-day  propitiate  thee 
who  art  manifested,  to  overcome  (our  foes),  thee  who 
art  greatly  augmenting,  mighty  and  free,  for  (the 
sake  of)  wealth,  fame,  and  protection,  and  for  the  de" 
struction  of  (our)  enemies. 

StfKTA  XVI.  (XXXIX.) 

Deity,  Ilislii,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Drink,  Indra,  of  that  our  sweet,  exhilarating, 
inspiring,  celestial,  fruit-yielding  Soma , commended 
by  the  wise,  and  entitled  to  praise  and  preparation  :l 


1 Several  of  the  epithets  in  the  tpxt  are  unusual,  and,  agreeably 
to  European  notions,  very  inapplicable  to  a beverage:  they  are, 
severally,  man  dr  a f exhilarating;  kavi,  explained  vikrdnta , 
heroic;  divya,  divine;  vahni  rendered  vod/ia,  bearing  fruit; 
vipramanman , of  which  sages  are  the  praisers,  stotdrah ; vachana 
laudable,  stutya  ; sac/tana  to  be  served  or  honoured,  serya. 
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bestow  upon  him  who  glorifies  thee,  divine  (Indra), 
food,  the  chiefest  of  which  is  cattle.1 

2.  Determined  (to  recover)  the  cattle  hidden  in  the 
mountain,  associated  with  the  celebrators  of  pure  rites, 
(the  Angirasas),  and  animated  by  (their)  veracious 
(praise),  this  (Indra)  fractured  the  infrangible  rock 
of  Bala,  and  overwhelmed  the  Panis  with  reproaches. 

3.  This  Soma?  Indra,  (quaffed  by  thee),  has 
lighted  up  the  unlustrous  nights,  and  days  and  nights, 
and  years : (the  gods)  of  old  have  established  it  as  the 
ensign  of  days,  and  it  has  made  the  dawns  generated 
in  light. 

4.  This  radiant  (Indra)  has  illumed  the  non- 
radiant (worlds):  he  has  pervaded  many  dawns  with 
true^ustre : the  benefactor  of  men  moves  in  (a  chariot) 
drawn  by  horses,  harnessed  by  praise,  laden  with 
riches. 

5.  Sovereign  of  old,  do  thou,  when  glorified,  bestow 
upon  him  who  praises  thee,  and  to  whom  affluence  is 
due,  abundant  food : grant  to  the  worshipper  water, 
plants,  innoxious  woods,  cattle,  horses,  and  men. 


Isho  yuvaswa  grinate  go  agrak  is  explained  annum  Sanyo - 
jaya,  combine  or  supply  food  to  the  praiser : yasdm  ishdm  gdvo 
agre , of  which  viands,  cows  are  in  the  first  place:  is  this  to  be 
understood  literally  ? and  were  cows,  in  the  time  of  the  Vedas,  a 
principal  article  of  food  ? of  course  a Brahman  would  interpret 
it  metonymically,  cows  being  put  for  their  produce,  milk  and 
butter  : Sdyana  is  silent,  but  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  thing 
in  the  Veda  that  militates  against  the  literal  interpretation. 

2 The  text  has  ayam  Induh , which,  as  a synonyme  of  Somay 
implies  both  the  moon  and  the  *Soma-juice : it  is  the  former 
that  is  here  held  in  view  at  the  expense  of  consistency  : accord- 
ing to  Sdyanay  Soma  is  here  chandrdtma  nab  hast  varttamdnahy 
the  same  as  the  moon  present  in  the  sky,  and  as,  chandragaty - 
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St/KTA  XVII.  (XL.) 

Deity,  Riski,  and  metre  as  before. 

Varga  xii.  l.  Drink,  Indra,  (the  Soma)  that  is  effused  for  thy 
exhilaration : stop  thy  friendly  steeds : let  them  loose : 
sitting  in  our  society,  respond  to  our  hymns  :J  give 
food  to  him  who  lauds  and  worships  thee. 

2.  Drink,  Indra,  of  this  (libation),  of  which  thou, 
mighty  one,  hast  drunk  as  soon  as  born,  for  excite- 
ment to  (great)  deeds;  that  Soma-juice  which  the 
kine,  the  priests,  the  waters,  the  stones,  combine  to 
prepare  for  thy  drinking. 

3.  The  fire  is  kindled;  the  Soma,  Indra,  is  effused: 

let  thy  vigorous  horses  bring  thee  hither:  I invoke 
thee,  Indra,  with  a mind  wholly  devoted  to  thee: 
come  for  our  great  prosperity ; 0 

4.  Thou  hast  ever  gone  (to  similar  rites) : come 
now  with  a great  mind  disposed  to  drink  the  Soma : 
hear  these  our  praises : may  the  worshipper  present  to 
thee  (sacrificial)  food  for  (the  nourishment  of)  thy 
person. 

5.  Whether,  Indra,  thou  abide  in  the  distant 
heaven,  in  any  other  place,  or  in  thine  own  abode,  or 

adhinaticat  tithivibhdgdh,  the  divisions  of  lunar  days  are  de- 
pendent upon  the  motions  of  the  moon,  it  may  be  said  to  be  the 
cause  of  days,  weeks,  months,  and  years,  the  first  term,  aktun , 
is  said  by  the  scholiast  to  imply  fortnights,  months,  and  years, 
or  the  longer  periods  of  time : the  phrase  in  the  parenthesis  is 
not  in  the  text,  but  is  supplied  by  the  scholiast,  twayd  piyama - 
nahf  to  be  drunk  by  thee,  but  it  is  justified  by  the  pronoun 
ayam,  this,  which  could  not  apply,  as  something  present  to 
the  moon. 

1 Uta  pra  gdya  gane  d nuhadya : pragdya  is  explained  asma- 
bhih  kritam  stotram  upaslokaga , return  verses  to  the  praise 
made  by  us. 
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wheresoever  (thou  mayst  be),  from  thence  do  thou, 
who  art  propitiated  by  praise,  putting  to  thy  steeds, 
protect,  together  with  the  Maruts,  well  pleased,  our 
sacrifice,  for  our  preservation. 

S6kta  XVIII.  (XLI.) 

Deity,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Unirascible  (Indra),  come  to  the  sacrifice : the 
effused  juices  are  purified  for  thee : they  flow,  tliun- 
derer,  (into  the  pitchers),  as  cows  go  to  their  stalls: 
come,  Indra,  the  first  of  those  who  are  to  be  wor- 
shipped. 

2.  Drink,  Indra,  with  that  well-formed  and  ex- 
panded tongue  wherewith  thou  ever  quaffest  the  juice 
of  the  sweet  (Soma)  : before  thee  stands  the  ministrant 
priest : let  thy  bolt,  Indra,  designed  (to  recover)  the 
cattle,  be  hurled  (against  thy  foes). 

3.  This  dropping,  omniform  Soma , the  showerer 
(of  benefits),  has  been  duly  prepared  for  Indra,  the 
showerer  (of  rain) : lord  of  steeds,  ruler  over  all,  mighty 
(Indra),  drink  this  over  which  thou  hast  of  old  pre- 
sided, which  is  thy  food. 

4.  The  effused  Soma , Indra,  is  more  excellent  than 
that  which  is  not  effused : it  is  better  (qualified)  to 
give  pleasure  to  thee,  who  art  capable  of  judging: 
overcomcr  (of  enemies),  approach  this  sacrifice,  and 
thereby  perfect  all  thy  powers. 

5.  We  invoke  thee,  Indra,  come  down:  may  the 
Soma  be  sufficient  for  (the  satisfaction  of)  thy  person: 
exult  Satakratu  with  the  libations,  defend  us  in 
combats,  and  against  the  people.1 


1 Pra  asmdn  ava  pritandsu  pra  vihshu  : pra  is  put  for  pra- 
raksha , especially  protect  us,  na  hevalam  sanyrdmcshu  kintu 


Varga  XIII. 
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Sukta  XIX.  (XLII.) 

Deity  and  Rvshi  as  before ; the  metre  of  the  first  three  stanzas 
is  Anushtubh , of  the  last  Brihati. 

Varga  xiv.  1.  Offer,  (priests),  the  libation  to  him  who  is  de- 
sirous to  drink;  who  knows  all  things;  whose  move- 
ments are  all-sufficient ; who  goes  readily  (to  sacrifices) ; 
the  leader  (of  holy  rites),  following  no  one.* 1 

2.  Proceed  to  the  presence  of  that  deep  quaffer  of 
the  Soma , with  the  Som^-juices ; to  the  vigorous  Indr  A 
with  vessels  (filled)  with  the  effused  libations.2 

3.  When,  with  the  effused  and  flowing  /Soma-juices, 
you  come  into  his  presence,  the  sagacious  (Indra) 
knows  your  wish,  and  the  suppresser  (of  enemies) 
assuredly  grants  it,  whatever  it  may  be.3 

4.  Offer,  priest,  to  him,  and  him  (only)  this  libation 
of  (sacrificial)  food,  and  may  he  ever  defend  us  against 
the  malignity  of  every  superable  adversary. 

Sukta  XX.  (XLIII.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before ; the  metre  is  Ushnih. 

Varga  xv.  1.  This  Soma,  in  the  exhilaration  of  which  it  is 
known4  that  thou  hast  subdued  Sambara  for  (the  sake 
of)  Divodasa,  is  poured  out,  Indra,  for  thee : drink.5 


sarvdsu  prajd.m , not  only  in  wars,  but  in  or  against  all  people : 
this  looks  as  if  the  religious  party  had  opponents  amongst  the 
people  in  general. 

1 Sama-Veda,  I.  352,  and  n.  790. 

2 This  and  the  two  following  verses  also  occur  in  the  Sdma, 
ii.  791—793. 

3 Tam  tarn  id  eshate : the  repetition  of  the  relative  with  re- 
ference to  the  antecedent  kamam  may  perhaps  be  so  rendered. 

4 Yasya  tyachchambaram  made:  tyat  is  explained  by  Sayana 
as  equivalent  to  tat  prasiddham  yat/id  bhavati  tathd,  such  as 
that  which  is  notorious. 

5 Sarna-Vcda,  i.  392. 
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2.  This  Soma , the  exhilarating  draught  of  which, 
when  fresh  effused  (at  dawn),  or  at  noon,  or  at  the 
last  (or  evening  worship),  thou  cherishest,  is  poured 
out,  Indra,  for  thee:  drink. 

3.  This  Soma , in  the  exhilaration  of  which  thou 
hast  liberated  the  cattle,  firm  (fastened)  within  the 
rock,  is  poured  out,  Indra,  for  thee : drink. 

4.  This  Somay  exhilarated  (by  drinking)  of  which 
(sacrificial)  food  thou  possessest  the  might  of  Magha- 
van,1  is  poured  out,  Indra,  for  thee:  drink. 


ANUVAKA  IV. 


St/KTA  I.  (XLIV.) 

The  deity  is  Indra;  the  Rishi  is  Samyu,  the  son  of  B ihas- 
pati  ; the  metre  of  the  first  six  stanzas  is  Anushtubh}  of  the 
next  three  Virdj,  of  the  rest  Truhtubh. 

1.  Opulent  Indra,  the  Soma  that  abounds  with  Varga  xvi. 
riches,  and  is  most  resplendent  with  glories,  is  poured 

out:  it  is  thy  exhilaration  Indra,  lord  of  the  offering.2 

2.  The  Soma , possessor  of  felicity,  which  gives  thee 
delight,  and  which  is  the  bestower  of  riches  on  thy 
votaries,  is  poured  out:  it  is  thy  exhilaration,  Indra, 
lord  of  the  offering. 

3.  The  Soma , whereby  thou  art  augmented  in 
strength,  and,  together  with  thy  defenders,  (the 


1 Mdghonam  savas,  the  rank  or  office  of  Indra , is  engendered 
by  the  Soma , Somena  Indraticam  jdtam . 

2 Swadlidpati  may  also  mean  the  cherisher  or  protector  of 
the  Soma  libation,  swadhdyd  annasya  somalakshanasya pdlahdt ; 
also  Sama-Veday  i.  351. 
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Varga  XVII. 


Maruts),  art  victorious  (over  thy  foes),  is  poured 
out : it  is  thy  exhilaration,  Indra,  lord  of  the  offering. 

4.  (Worshippers),  for  you  I glorify  that  Indra  who 
disappoints  not  (his  adorers);  the  lord  of  strength, 
the  all-subduing,  the  leader  (of  rites),  the  most  beau- 
tiful, the  beholder  of  the  universe. 

5.  The  divine  heaven  and  earth  adore  that  vigour 
of  his,  which  our  hymns  augment,  the  appropriator  of 
the  riches  of  the  foe. 

6.  (Worshippers),  the  efficacy  of  your  eulogy  is  to 
be  manifested  to  that  Indra,  whose  protections,  like 
(those)  of  a sensible  man,1  are  displayed  as  abiding 
along  with  him. 

7.  Indra  appreciates  him  who  is  skilled  (in  holy 
rites):  a recent  friend,  quaffing  (the  libation),  he 
heaps  excellent  (wealth)  upon  the  devout:  partaking 
of  (the  sacrificial)  food,  (and  brought)  by  his  robust 
agitators2  (of  the  earth,  his  steeds),  he,  through  his 
benevolence,  is  a protector  to  his  friends. 

8.  The  Soma , creator  (of  all),  on  the  path  of  sacri- 
fice, has  been  drunk : the  worshippers  have  presented 
it  to  gratify  the  mind  (of  Indra):  may  he,  the  hu- 
miliator  (of  his  foes),  possessing  a vast  body,  pro- 
pitiated by  our  praises,  become  manifest  to  our  view. 


1 Vipo  na,  medhavina  iva ; that  is,  the  protective  measures 
or  expedients  of  a sensible  or  wiseman  are  capable  for  all  affairs, 
sarva  kdryakusaldh. 

2 Sthaulabhir  dhautaribhih  is  explained  sthulabhih  kampana- 
harinibhih , with  the  stout  causers  of  trembling : the  scholiast 
supplies  vadavab/iih  yuktah , joined  with  such  mares ; or  the 
epithets,  although  feminine,  the  scholiast  says  may  be  applied  to 
the  Maruts. 
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9.  Bestow  upon  us  most  brilliant  vigour:  oppose 
the  numerous  enemies  of  thy  worshippers : grant  us, 
for  our  pious  acts,  abundant  food : secure  us  in  the 
enjoyment  of  wealth. 

10.  Indra,  possessor  of  affluence,  we  have  recourse 
to  thee,  the  bountiful : lord  of  steeds,  be  not  unfavour- 
able to  us:  no  other  kinsman  is  beheld  (by  us) 
amongst  men : why  else  have  they  called  thee  the  be- 
stower  of  wealth? 

11.  Give  us  not  up,  showerer  (of  benefits),  to  the 
obstructor  (of  our  rites) : relying  upon  the  friendship 
of  thee,  the  lord  of  riches,  may  we  be  unharmed : many 
are  the  hindrances  (opposed)  to  thee  amongst  men: 
slay  those  who  make  no  libations,  root  out  those  who 
present  no  offerings. 

12.  As  Indra,  when  thundering,  raises  the  clouds, 
so  he  (heaps  upon  his  worshippers)  riches  of  horses 
and  cattle : thou,  Indra,  art  the  ancient  upholder  of 
the  sacrificer:  let  not  the  opulent  wrong  thee,  not 
presenting  (oblations). 

13.  M inis tr ant  priests  offer  libations  to  the  mighty 
Indra,  for  he  is  their  king,  he  who  has  been  exalted 
by  the  ancient  and  recent  hymns  of  adoring  sages. 

14.  In  the  exhilaration  of  this  Soma,  the  wise 
Indra,  irresistible,  has  destroyed  numerous  opposing 
enemies:  offer  the  sweet-flavoured  beverage  to  that 
hero,  the  handsome-chinned,  to  drink. 

15.  May  Indra  be  the  drinker  of  this  effused  Soma - 
juice,  and,  exhilarated  by  it,  become  the  destroyer  of 
Vritra  by  the  thunderbolt:  may  he  come,  although 
from  afar,  to  our  sacrifice,  (he  who  is)  the  giver  of 
dwellings,  the  upholder  of  the  celebrator  (of  religious 
rites). 


Varga  XVII I. 


Digitized  by  Google 


460 


RIG-VEDA  SANHItA. 


Varga  XIX. 


Varga  XX. 


16.  May  this  ambrosia,  the  appropriate  beverage 
of  Indra,  of  which  he  is  fond,  be  quaffed  (by  him),  so 
that  it  may  inspire  the  divinity  with  favourable  feel- 
ings (towards  us),  and  that  he  may  remove  from  us 
our  adversaries,  and  (all)  iniquity. 

17.  Exhilarated  by  it,  valiant  Maghavan,  slay  our 
unfriendly  adversaries,  whether  kinsmen  or  unrelated 
(to  us) : put  to  flight,  Indra,  hostile  armies  menacing 
us  (with  their  weapons),  and  slay  them. 

13.  Affluent  Indra,  facilitate  to  us  (the  acquire- 
ment of)  vast  riches  in  these  our  battles : (enable  us) 
to  gain  the  victory : make  us  prosperous  with  rain, 
and  with  sons  and  grandsons. 

19.  Let  thy  vigorous  steeds,  harnessed  of  their  own 
will,  drawing  thy  wish-bestowing  chariot,  guided  by 
shower-yielding  reins,  quick-moving,  hastening  towards 
us,  youthful,  thunder-bearing,  well-yoked,  bring  thee 
to  the  bountiful,  exhilarating  (libation). 

20.  Showerer  (of  benefits),  thy  vigorous  water- 
shedding  steeds,  like  the  wraves  (of  the  sea),  exulting, 
are  harnessed  to  thy  car ; for  they,  (the  priests),  offer 
to  thee,  the  showerer  (of  benefits),  ever  youthful,  the 
libation  of  the  Soma-juices  expressed  by  the  stones. 

21.  Thou,  Indra,  art  the  showerer  of  heaven,  the 
bedewer  of  earth,  the  feeder  of  the  rivers,  the  supplier 
of  the  aggregated  (waters) : for  thee,  showerer  (of 
desires),  who  art  the  most  excellent  shedder  of  rain, 
the  sweet  Soma,  the  honey-flavoured  juice,  is  ready  to 
be  quaffed.1 


1 In  this  and  the  two  preceding  stanzas  we  have  the  usual 
abuse  of  the  derivatives  of  Vrisha,  to  sprinkle,  to  rain  ; Indra’ $ 
horses  arc  vrishana ; they  draw  a vrisha  ratha,  and  arc  guided 
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22.  This  divine  Soma , with  Indra  for  its  ally, 
crushed,  as  soon  as  generated,  Pani  by  force:  this 
Soma  baffled  the  devices  and  the  weapons  of  the 
malignant  secreter  of  (the  stolen)  wealth,  (the  cattle). 

23.  This  Soma  made  the  dawns  happily  wedded  to 
the  sun  : this  Soma  placed  the  light  within  the  solar 
orb:  this  {Soma)  has  found  the  threefold  ambrosia 
hidden  in  heaven  in  the  three  bright  regions.* 1 

24.  This  {Soma)  has  fixed  heaven  and  earth:2  this 
has  harnessed  the  seven-rayed  chariot  (of  the  sun) : 
this  Soma  has  developed  of  its  own  will  the  mature 
deeply-organized  secretion  in  the  kine.3 

S6kta  II.  (XLV.) 

Indra  is  the  deity  of  thirty  stanzas,  Brihaspati  of  three;  the 

Hishi  is  Sam  yu  ; the  [metre  of  the  twenty-ninth  verse  is  Ati - 

nichridy  of  the  thirty-third  Anushtvbhy  of  the  rest  Gdyatri. 

1.  May  that  youthful  Indra,  who,  by  good  guidance,  Varga  xxi. 
brought  Turvasa  and  Yadu  from  afar,  (be)  our  friend. 

by  vrisha  rasmayah:  again,  the  steeds  are  vrhhana}  explained, 
nityaturunauy  always  young,  and  Indra  is  vrishany  vrishy  and 
vrishabhay  the  showerer  of  rain  or  of  benefits : in  most  of  the 
instances  a grosser  sense  is  probably  implied. 

1 Ayam  tridhatu  divi  rochaneshuy  tritesku  vindat  amritam 
niyulham : according  to  the  scholiast,  this  may  merely  mean  that 
the  Soma  becomes  as  it  were  ambrosia  when  received  or  con- 
cealed in  the  vessels  at  the  three  diurnal  ceremonies,  which  am- 
brosia is  properly  deposited  with  the  gods  abiding  in  the  third 
bright  sphere,  or  in  heaven. 

2 These  functions  are  ascribed  to  the  Soma  as  being  the 
source  of  the  energies  of  Indray  who  is  the  real  agent,  both  in 
this  and  the  preceding  verse,  this  Indra  has  made  the  dawns, 

&c. 

3 Dasayaniram  vtsam  is  literally  a well  with  ten  machines : 
here  utsa  is  explained  by  Sayana , utsaranasilam,  having  the 
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2.  Indr  A gives  sustenance,  even  to  the  undevout: 
he  is  the  conqueror  of  wealth  accumulated  (by  ene- 
mies), through  (going  against)  them  with  a slow- 
paced steed. 

3.  Vast  are  his  designs,  manifold  are  his  praises, 
his  protections  are  never  withdrawn. 

4.  Offer  worship  and  praises,  friends,  to  him  who 
is  to  be  attracted  by  prayers;  for  he  verily  is  our 
great  intelligence. 

5.  Slayer  of  Vritra,  thou  art  the  protector  of  one 
(adorer),  or  of  two,  and  of  such  as  we  are. 

6.  Thou  removest  (far  from  us)  those  who  hate  us : 
thou  prosperest  those  who  repeat  thy  praise : bestower 
of  excellent  male  descendants,1  thou  art  glorified  by 
men. 

7.  I invoke  with  hymns  Indr  A,  our  friend,  who  is 


property  of  flowing  forth,  payas , milk : the  epithet  dasayan - 
tram  is  of  a less  precise  purport,  and  is  somewhat  mystified  : in 
one  sense  it  implies  aggregated  bodily  existence,  or  organs  and 
functions  of  the  body,  which  are  the  result  of  the  nutriment  fur- 
nished to  the  child  by  the  matured  milk,  agreeably  to  a khila, 
or  supplementary  verse  quoted  by  the  scholiast : ckakshuscha 
srotram-cha,  manascha,  vdk-cha,  prandpAnav,  deha , idam 
sariram,  dwaupratyanchav-anulomau  visargav-etam  tain  manye 
dasayantram  utsam , I consider  the  eye,  the  ear,  the  mind, 
the  speech,  the  two  vital  airs,  the  form,  the  body,  the  two  cre- 
ations inverted  and  direct,  as  the  tenfold  utsa,  or  state  of  being : 
another  explanation  makes  the  phrase  imply  the  Soma's  being 
offered  with  nine  texts  to  Indra  and  other  deities  at  the  morning 
sacrifice:  Aitareya  Brdhmana}  Panchaha  3,  Adhydya  1. 

1 Suvira  is  here  explained  sobfianair  viraih  putrapautradibhir 
ddtavyair-upetahf  endowed  with  or  possessed  of  sons,  grandsons, 
and  the  like  to  be  given. 
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Brahma,1  who  is  attracted  by  prayer  and  entitled  to 
adoration,  to  milk  him  as  a cow. 

8.  In  the  hands  of  whom,  the  heroic  subduer  of 
hostile  armies,  (the  sages),  have  declared  are  all  the 
treasures  in  both  (heaven  and  earth). 

9.  Wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  lord  of  Sachi,  de- 
molish the  strong  (cities)  of  men  : (baffle),  unbending 
(Indra),  their  devices. 

10.  Veracious  Indra,  drinker  of  the  Soma , pro- 
vider of  sustenance,  we,  desirous  of  food,  invoke  such 
as  thou  art.2 

11.  (We  invoke)  thee,  such  as  thou  art,  thee  who 
hast  been  invocable  of  old,  and  who  art  now  to  be 
invoked  for  the  wealth  held  (by  the  foe) : hear  our 
invocation. 

12.  (Favoured)  by  thee,  Indra,  (who  art  propi- 
tiated) by  our  hymns,  (we  overcome)  with  our  steeds 
the  steeds  (of  the  enemy),  and  we  conquer  abundant 
food,  and  the  wealth  held  (by  the  foe).3 

13.  Heroic  and  adorable  Indra,  verily  thou  art 
mighty  in  battle,  and  victor  of  the  wealth  held  (by 
the  enemy). 

14.  Destroyer  of  enemies  with  that  thy  velocity, 
which  is  of  exceeding  swiftness,  impel  our  chariots 
(against  the  foe). 

15.  Victorious  Indra,  who  art  the  chief  of  cha- 
rioteers, conquer  the  wealth  that  is  held  (by  the  enemy) 
with  our  assailing  car. 

1 Jirahmanum,  the  scholiast  interprets  parivridham,  great, 
mighty. 

2 Tam  tied  ahtimahi , we  invoke  thee  (who  art)  that,  or  such 
as  has  been  described  in  the  preceding  verses. 

3 The  stanza  is  literally,  with  praises,  by  horses,  horses,  food, 
excellent  Indra  by  thee,  we  conquer  deposited  wealth. 
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16.  Praise  that  Indr  a who  alone  has  been  born 
the  supervisor  (of  all),  the  lord  of  men,  the  giver  of 
rain. 

17.  Indr  a,  who  hast  ever  been  the  friend  of  those 
who  praise  thee,  and  the  insurer  of  their  happiness  by 
thy  protection,  grant  us  felicity. 

18.  Wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  take  the  bolt  in 
thy  hands  for  the  destruction  of  the  Rdkshasas , and 
utterly  overthrow  those  who  defy  thee. 

19.  I invoke  the  ancient  Indra,  the  giver  of  riches, 
(our)  friend,  the  encourager  of  his  adorers,  who  is  to 
be  propitiated  by  prayer. 

20.  He  alone  rules  over  all  terrestrial  riches,  he 
who  is  entitled  to  especial  praise,  he  who  is  irresist- 
ible. 

21.  Lord  of  cattle,  (coming)  with  thy  mares, 
satisfy  our  desires  completely  with  (abundant)  food, 
with  horses,  and  with  kine. 

22.  Sing  praises,  when  your  libation  is  poured  out, 
to  him  who  is  the  invoked  of  many,  the  subduer  (of 
foes),  giving  him  gratification,  like  (fresh  pasture)  to 
cattle.1 

23.  The  giver  of  dwellings  verily  withholds  not 
the  gift  of  food  conjoined  with  cattle,  when  he  hears 
our  praises. 

24.  Then  the  destroyer  of  the  Dasyus , proceeds  to 
the  cattle-crowded  folds  of  Kuvitsa , and  by  his  acts 
opens  them  for  us.2 

25.  Indra,  performer  of  many  exploits,  these  our 
praises  repeatedly  recur  to  thee  as  parent  (cows)  to 
their  young. 

1 Sania-Vcda,  i.  115. 

2 Ibid.  ii.  1017-18:  kuvitsa  is  termed  merely  a certain  per- 
son who  does  much  ( huvit ) harm,  ( syati ). 


Digitized  by  Google 


FOURTH  ASHTAKA — SEVENTH  ADIIYAYA. 


4G5 


26.  Thy  friendship,  Indra,  is  not  easily  lost : thou,  Varga  xxvi. 
hero,  art  (the  giver  of)  cattle  to  him  who  desires 

cattle,  (of)  horses  to  him  who  desires  horses. 

27.  Delight  thy  person  with  the  (beverage  of  the) 
libation  (offered)  for  the  sake  of  great  treasure:  sub- 
ject not  thy  worshipper  to  his  reviler. 

28.  These  our  praises  tend,  as  the  libations  are 
repeatedly  poured  out,  eagerly  to  thee  who  art  grati- 
fied by  praise,  as  the  milch  kine  (hasten)  to  their 
calves. 

29.  May  the  praises  of  many  worshippers  offered 
at  the  sacrifice,1  (accompanied)  by  (sacrificial)  viands, 
invigorate  thee,  destroyer  of  multitudes. 

30.  May  our  most  elevating  praise2  be  near,  Indra, 
to  thee,  and  urge  us  to  (the  acquirement  of)  great 
riches. 

31.  Bribu  presided  over  the  high  places  of  the 
Panis,3  like  the  elevated  bank  of  the  Ganges .4 

32.  Of  whom,  prompt  as  the  wind,  the  liberal  do- 
nation of  thousands  (of  cattle)  has  been  quickly  given 
to  (me)  soliciting  a gift. 


1 Vivdchi,  at  the  sacrifice  called  Vivdck,  because  various 
praises  and  prayers  are  then  repeated. 

2 Stomo  vdhiskthahj  vodhritama,  most  bearing,  uplifting, 
elevating. 

3 Bribu  panin  dm  varshishthe  murddhan  adhyasthdt , he 
stood  over  upon  the  high  place,  as  if  it  were  on  the  forehead  of 
the  Panis , murddhavat  uchchhrite  sthule : the  Panis  may  be 
either  merchants  or  traders,  or  Asuras , so  termed  : for  Bribu 
see  note  1,  in  next  page. 

4 Uruh  kaksho  na  ydnyyah  is  explained  by  the  scholiast  yan- 
ydyah  hide  vistirne  iva,  as  on  the  broad  bank  of  the  Ganges, 
that  is,  as  the  bank  is  high  above  the  bed  of  the  river. 

VOL.  Ill  2 I 
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33.  Whom,  therefore,  we  all,  who  are  the  prof- 
: fcrers  and  bestowers  of  praise  ever  commend,  as  the 
pious  Bribu,  the  donor  of  thousands  (of  cattle),  the 
' receiver  of  thousands  (of  laudations).1 

S6kta  III.  (XLVI.) 

The  deity  and  Rishi  as  before ; the  metre  of  the  odd  verses  is 
Brihati,  of  the  even,  Satobrihad. 

vargaxxvn.  1.  We  worshippers  invoke  thee  for  the  acquire- 
ment of  food;  thee,  Indra,  the  protector  of  the  good, 
(do)  men  (invoke  for  aid)  against  enemies,  and  in 
places  where  horses  (encounter).2 

2.  WTonderful  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  Indra, 


1 This  and  the  two  preceding  stanzas  form  a Tricha  in  praise 
of the  liberality  ofa  person  named  Bribu  to  Bharadwdja,  the  Rishi 
of  the  hymn : Sdyana  calls  him  the  Takxhd,  the  carpenter  or  artificer 
of  the  Panis:  the  legend  is  preserved  by  Mami , 10. 107.,  Bhara- 
dwdjah  hsliudharttas-tu  saputro  nirjane  vane,  bahvir-gdk  prati- 
jagrdha  Bribos-takshno makdyatah,  the  illustrious  Bharadwdja, 
with  his  son,  distressed  by  hunger  in  a lonely  forest,  accepted 
many  cows  from  the  carpenter  Bribu:  the  Niti  Manjari  tells 
the  same  story,  and  attributes  the  Tricha  to  Sdyu , the  son  of 
Bharadwdja : the  moral  of  the  illustration  in  Manu,  and  the 
jSUi  Manjart  is,  that  Brahmans,  in  times  of  distress,  may  accept 
assistance  from  persons  of  low  castes : the  object  of  the  Sukta , 
although  it  might  be  so  understood,  is  rather  that  persons  of  in- 
ferior condition  become  eminent  by  liberalit}r ; in  which  sense 
Sdyana  interprets  it  jdtito  kino  api  datritwat  sarvatra  srcshtho 
bhavati,  a person  inferior  by  caste  becomes  everywhere  dis- 
tinguished by  generosity. 

2 Kashthdsu  arvatah , in  the  quarters  or  regions  of  the  horse, 
where  horses  are  engaged,  or,  according  to  Sdyana,  the  field  of 
battle:  Mahidhara,  Yajur-Veda , 27.  37.,  separates  the  two 
words,  and  explains  them,  as  men  invoke  thee  for  victory. 
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the  lord  of  clouds,1  mighty  in  resolution,  being  glori- 
fied by  us,  grant  us  cattle,  and  horses  fit  for  chariots, 
as  (thou  gran  test)  abundant  food  to  him  who  is  vic- 
torious (in  battle).2 

3.  We  invoke  that  Indra  who  is  the  destroyer  of 
mighty  foes,  the  supervisor  (of  all  things) : do  thou, 
the  many-organed,  the  protector  of  the  good,  the  dis- 
tributor of  wealth,  be  unto  us  (the  insurer  of)  success 
in  combats.3 

4.  Such,  Indra,  as  thou  art  represented  in  holy 
texts,4  assail  (our)  adversaries  with  fierceness  like 
(that  of)  a bull  in  close  conflict:  regard  thyself  as  our 
defender  in  war,  (that  we  may  long  enjoy)  posterity, 
water,  and  the  (sight  of  the)  sun.5 

5.  Indra,  bring  to  us  most  excellent,  most  invi- 
gorating and  nutritious  food,  wherewith,  wonderful 
wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  the  handsome-chinned, 
thou  sustainest  both  heaven  and  earth. 


1 A drivas  is,  more  properly,  wielder  of  the  thunderbolt,  but 
we  have  just  had  that  epithet  in  vajrahasta. 

3  Satrd  vajam  najigyushe  : the  scholiast  has  satrd , prabhu - 
tarn , abundant:  Mahtdhara , Yajushy  *27.  38.,  makes  it  an  epithet 
of  vajam  sa-trdnam , together  with  protection  : it  pleases  him  also 
to  understand  jigyu.she,  valorous,  not  as  applicable  to  a man, 
purushaya,  but  to  a horse  or  elephant,  amdya  hastine  vd, 
which  is  quite  gratuitous:  see  also  Sama-Veda , Ji.  100. 

3 Sama-Vcda,  i.  286:  this  is  said  to  be  the  first  verse  of  a 
Pragatha. 

4 R ichishama  is  ex  plained  by  Say  ana  rigyddrUam  rupampra- 
tipddayati  tadrig-rupendrah:  such  form  as  the  Rich  exhibits, 
such  in  form  is  Indra. 

5 The  text  has  only  tanushu,  apsu,  suryef  in  descendants,  in 
waters,  in  the  sun,  but  they  may  be  connected  with  what  pre- 
cedes, asmdham  bodhi  avitd  mahddhanet  know  thyself  to  be  our 

2 I 2 
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G.  We  invoke  for  protection  thee,  royal  Indra,  who 
art  mighty  amongst  the  gods,  the  subduer  of  men ; 
grantor  of  dwellings,  repel  all  evil  spirits,* 1  and  render 
our  enemies  easy  of  discomfiture. 

7.  Whatever  strength  and  opulence  (exist)  amongst 
human  beings,  whatever  be  the  sustenance  of  the  five 
classes  of  men,  bring  Indra  to  us,  as  well  (as)  all 
great  manly  energies.2 

8.  Whatever  vigour,  Magiiavan,  (existed)  in 
Trikshu,  in  Druhyu,  in  Puru,  bestow  fully  upon  us 
in  conflicts  with  foes,  so  that  we  may  destroy  our 
enemies  in  war. 

9.  Give,  Indra,  to  the  affluent,  and  to  me  also,  a 
sheltering  and  prosperous  dwelling,  combining  three 
elements,3  and  defending  in  three  ways ; and  keep  from 
them  the  blazing  (weapon  of  our  foes). 

10.  Affluent  Indra,  propitiated  by  praise,  be  nigh 
to  us,  as  the  defender  of  our  persons  (against  those) 
who  assail  (us  as)  enemies,  with  a mind  bent  upon 
carrying  off  (our)  cattle,  or  who  assault  us  with  arro- 
gance. 

protector  in  battle,  in  descendants,  &c.,  that  is,  in  securing  to  us 
these  good  things  and  long  life. 

1 Pibdandni , Iidhshasasy  from  their  uttering  the  inarticulate 
sound,  Pip . 

2 Sdma-V  eda,  i.  2G2. 

3 Tridhutu  saranam  trivarutham,  according  to  Say  ana,  of 
three  kinds,  tripi'ahdram  tribUumiham , as  if  the  houses  were 
constructed  of  more  than  one  material,  or  wood,  brick,  and 
stone : in  his  scholia  on  the  Sdman , i.  2GG,  he  explains  it 
variously,  as  containing  three  kinds  of  beings,  gods,  men,  and 
spirits ; or  three  precious  things,  gold,  silver,  diamonds ; or 
three  states  of  being,  desire,  action,  avarice : trivarutham  is 
similarly  explained  in  both  his  scholia  as  sheltering  or  protect- 
ing from  three  conditions  of  the  atmosphere,  cold,  heat,  lain. 
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11.  Indra,  be  (favourable)  at  present  to  our  success : 
protect  our  leader  in  battle  when  the  feathered,  sharp- 
pointed,  shining  shafts  fall  from  the  sky. 

12.  When  heroes  rest  their  persons  (until  aban- 
doning) the  pleasant  abodes  of  their  progenitors:1 
grant  us,  for  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  an  un- 
suspected defence,2  and  scatter  our  enemies. 

13.  (At  the  time)  when,  in  the  effort  (made)  in  an 
arduous  conflict,  thou  urgest  our  horses  over  an  uneven 
road,  like  falcons  darting  upon  their  food  through 
the  difficult  path  (of  the  firmament). 

14.  Hushing  rapidly  like  rivers  in  their  downward 
course,  and  although  neighing  loudly  through  terror, 
they  yet,  tight-girthed,  return  repeatedly  (to  the  con- 
flict) for  cattle,  like  birds  darting  on  their  prey. 

S6kta  IV.  (XL VII.) 

The  deities  of  this  hymn  are  very  various : that  of  the  first  five 
stanzas  is  the  &om«-juice  ; of  the  first  quarter  of  the  twentieth 
the  gods ; of  the  second,  the  earth  ; of  the  third,  Brihaspati; 


1 Priya  sarma  pitrindm  is  explained  priydni  sthandni  jana- 
hdndm  sambandlnni , the  beloved  places  in  relation  with  pro- 
genitors, but  the  want  of  a verb  makes  the  sense  doubtful : the 
scholiast  extends  to  it  the  government  of  vitanvate,  tanvo  vitan- 
vate , they  spread  out  or  rest  their  persons  ; or  they  spread  out, 
he  says,  before  the  enemy  the  sites  won  by  their  forefathers 
until  they  abandon  them,  parityajanti  ydvat : perhaps  it  should 
be,  until  they,  the  enemy,  desist  from  the  attack. 

2 Chhardirachittam  the  commentator  renders  kavacham 
satrubhir  ajndtam , armour  unknown  by  the  enemies  j the  con- 
nexion of  the  sense  runs  through  the  two  following  verses : the 
unknown  armour  is  solicited  when  a charge  of  horse  takes 
place : it  may  possibly  allude  to  the  superiority  of  the  arms  of 
the  Aryas , the  mail  worn  by  them  being  unknown  to  the 
Dasyus , or  barbarians,  like  the  steel  helmets  or  cuirasses  of  the 
Spaniards  to  the  Mexicans  and  Peruvians. 
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and  of  the  fourth,  Indra  ; the  deity  of  the  twenty-second  and 
three  following  verses  is  Prastoka,  the  son  of  the  Raja 
Srinjaya,  whose  liberality  they  celebrate;  of  the  twenty- 
sixth  and  two  succeeding  verses,  forming  a Tricha , the  Ratha 
or  chariot  is  the  deity ; of  the  next  three,  another  Tricha , the 
Dundubhi  or  drum;  Indua  is  the  deity  of  the  rest;  the  Rishi 
is  Garga,  the  son  of  Brihaspati;  the  metre  of  the  nine- 
teenth stanza  is  Rrihatl,  of  the  twenty-third  Anushtubh,  of 
the  twenty-fourth  Gay  at  A , of  the  twenty-fifth  Dwipadi , of 
the  twenty-seventh  Jagatiy  of  the  rest  Trhhtubh. 

1.  Savoury  indeed  is  this  (Soma)]  sweet  is  it, 
sharp,  and  full  of  flavour : no  one  is  able  to  encounter 
Indra  in  battles  after  he  has  been  quaffing  this 
(beverage). 

2.  This  savoury  Soma,  drunk  on  this  occasion,  has 
been  most  exhilarating:  by  drinking  of  it  Indra  has 
been  elevated  to  the  slaying  of  Vritra,  and  it  has 
destroyed  the  numerous  hosts  of  Sambara  and  the 
ninety-nine  cities.1 

3.  This  beverage  inspires  my  speech ; this  developes 
the  desired  intelligence:  this  sagacious  ( Sotna ) has 
created  the  six  vast  conditions,2  from  which  no  crea- 
ture is  distinct. 

4.  This  it  is  whicli  has  formed  the  expanse  of  the 
earth,  the  compactness  of  the  heaven : This  Soma  has 
deposited  the  ambrosia  in  its  three  principal  (recep- 
tacles),3 and  has  upheld  the  spacious  firmament.4 

1 Dchyah  is  the  term  in  the  text  for  dehih , explained  by 
Sayana,  digdhdh,  the  smeared  or  plastered,  implying  purik 
cities;  as  if  they  consisted  of  stuccoed  or  plastered  houses:  the 
ninety-nine  cities  of  Sambara  have  frequently  occurred:  sec  vol. 
n.  p.  25(5,  &c. 

2 They  are  said  to  be  heaven,  earth,  day,  night,  water,  and 
plants. 

3 In  plants,  water,  and  cows. 

4 See  vol.  i.  p.  235:  here,  as  in  that  Suhta , there  is  an  ob- 


Digitized  by  Google 


FOURTH  ASI1TAKA — SEVENTH  ADHYAYA.  471 

5.  This  makes  known  the  wonderfully  beautiful 
and  inspiring  (solar  radiance)  at  the  appearance  of 
the  dawns,  whose  dwelling  is  the  firmament:  this 
mighty  (Soma)  has  sustained  the  heaven  with  a power- 
ful support,  the  sender  of  rain,  the  leader  of  the  winds. 

6.  Hero,  Indra,  who  art  the  slayer  of  foes  in  con-  Varga  xxxi. 
tests  for  (the  acquirement  of)  treasures,  drink  boldly 

from  the  pitcher:  drink  copiously  at  the  noon-day 
rite : receptacle  of  riches,  bestow  riches  upon  us. 

7.  Like  one  who  goes  before  us,  Indra,  (on  the 
road),  look  out,* 1  bring  before  us  infinite  wealth;  be 
our  conductor  beyond  the  bounds  (of  want),  convey 
us  safely  over  (peril) ; be  our  careful  guide,  our  guide 
to  desirable  (affluence). 

8.  Do  thou,  Indra,  who  art  wise,  conduct  us  to  the 
spacious  world  (of  heaven),  to  a blessed  state  of  hap- 
piness, light,  and  safety : may  we  recline  in  the  grace- 
ful, protecting,  and  mighty  arms  of  thee  the  ancient 
one. 

9.  Place  us,  possessor  of  riches,  in  thy  ample  cha- 
riot, (behind)  thy  powerful  horses:  bring  to  us  from 
among  all  viands  the  most  excellent  food:  let  not, 

Magiiavan,  any  opulent  man  surpass  us  in  wealth. 

10.  Make  me  happy,  Indra;  be  pleased  to  prolong 
my  life:  sharpen  my  intellect  like  the  edge  of  an  iron 
sword:  whatsoever  desirous  (of  propitiating)  thee,  I 


viously  designed  confusion  between  the  Soma,  plant,  and  Soma, 
the  moon. 

1 Pra  nah  pura  eteva  pasya,  like  one  who  is  preceding  us, 
look : the  scholiast  says,  look  after  the  travellers  under  the 
charge  of  the  maryarahshaka , the  protector  of  the  road,  an 
escort,  or,  possibly,  the  leader  of  a kdfila , may  be  intended. 
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may  utter,  be  pleased  by  it : render  me  the  object  of 
divine  protection. 

xxitii  11.  I invoke,  at  repeated  sacrifices,  Indra,  the 

preserver,  the  protector,  the  hero,  who  is  easily  pro- 
pitiated, Indra  the  powerful,  the  invoked  of  many : 
may  Indra,  the  lord  of  affluence,  bestow  upon  us  pro- 
sperity.1 

12.  May  the  protecting,  opulent  Indra  be  the 
bestower  of  felicity  by  his  protections : may  he,  who  is 
all-knowing,  foil  our  adversaries : may  he  keep  us  out 
of  danger,  and  may  we  be  the  possessors  of  excellent 
posterity. 

13.  May  we  continue  in  the  favour  of  that  adorable 
(deity)  even  in  his  auspicious  good-will:  may  that 
protecting  and  opulent  Indra  drive  far  from  us,  into 
extinction,  all  those  who  hate  us.2 

14.  To  thee  the  praises  and  prayers  of  the  wor- 
shipper hasten  like  a torrent  down  a declivity ; and 
thou,  thunderer,  aggregatest  the  immense  wealth  (of 
sacrificial  offerings),  copious  libations,  and  milk,  and 
the  juices  of  the  Soma.3 

15.  Who  may  (adequately)  praise  him?  who  may 
satisfy  him?  who  offer  worthy  adoration?  since  Mag- 
uavan  is  daily  conscious  of  his  own  terrible  (power) : 
by  his  acts  he  makes  first  one  and  then  the  other 


1 Sdma-Vcda , i.  333.  Yajur-Vcda,  20.  50. 

2 Yajur-Veda,  20.  51.  52. 

3 Apo  gdli  yuvase  samindun:  the  first  is  explained  vasattvari , 
which  is  said  by  Kdtydyana , Sutraf  8,  9,  7 — 10,  to  be  portions 
of  water  taken  from  a running  stream  on  the  evening  previous 
to  the  ceremony,  and  kept  in  jars  in  different  parts  of  the  sacri- 
eial  chamber,  to  be  mixed  with  the  Sown  : see  Yajur-Veday  G. 
23.,  and  the  Taittiriya  Yajush,  Prapathaku  hi.  Anuvdha  xn. 
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precede  and  follow,  as  (a  man)  throws  out  his  feet 
(alternately  in  walking).1 

16.  The  hero  Indra  is  renowned;  humiliating 
every  formidable  (foe),  and  repeatedly  changing  the 
place  of  one  (worshipper)  with  that  of  another ; Indra, 
the  enemy  of  the  arrogant,  the  sovereign  of  both 
(heaven  and  earth),  calls  again  and  again  (to  en- 
courage) the  men  who  are  his  worshippers. 

17.  Indra  rejects  the  friendship  of  those  who  are 
foremost  (in  pious  acts),  and,  despoiling  them,  associates 
with  (their)  inferiors:  or  (again)  shaking  off  those 
who  neglect  his  worship,  Indra  abides  many  years 
with  those  who  serve  him. 

18.  Indra,  the  prototype,  has  assumed  various 
forms,  and  such  is  his  form  as  that  which  (he  adopts) 
for  his  manifestation  :2  Indra,  multiform  by  his  illu- 
sions, proceeds  (to  his  many  worshippers),  for  the 
horses  yoked  to  his  car  are  a thousand.3 

19.  Yoking  his  horses  to  his  car,  Twasiitri4  shines 
in  many  places  here  in  the  three  worlds : who  (else), 
sojourning  daily  amongst  his  present  worshippers,  is 
their  protector  against  adversaries? 


1 That  is,  Indra , at  his  pleasure,  makes  the  first  of  his  wor- 
shippers the  last,  and  the  last  the  first. 

2 Indra  presents  himself  as  Agni , Vishnu,  or  lludra , or  any 
other  deity  who  is  the  actual  object  of  worship,  and  is  really  the 
deity  to  be  adored : he  is  identifiable  with  each. 

3 His  chariots  and  horses  are  multiplied  according  to  the 
forms  in  which  he  manifests  himself : agreeably  to  the  Vaiddntih 
interpretation  of  the  stanza,  Indra  is  here  identified  with  Para - 
mcsicara,  the  supreme  first  cause,  identical  with  creation. 

4 Sdyana  regards  this  name  as,  in  this  place,  an  appellative 
of  Indra. 
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20.  We  have  wandered,  gods,  into  a desert  where 
there  is  no  track  of  cattle : 1 the  vast  extant  earth 
has  become  the  protectress  of  murderers:  direct  us, 
Brihaspati,  in  our  search  for  cattle : shew  the  path, 
Indra,  to  thy  votary  being  thus  astray.2 
xxxiv.  21.  Indra,  becoming  manifest  from  his  abode  (in 
the  firmament),  dissipates,  day  by  day,  the  resembling 
glooms,  (so  that  he  may  distinguish)  the  other  por- 
tion, (or  the  day) ; and  the  showerer  has  slain  the 
two  wealth -seeking  slaves,  Varcuin  and  Sambara,  in 
(the  country  of)  Udavraja .3 

22.  Prastoka  has  given  to  thy  worshipper,  Indra, 
ten  purses  of  gold,4  and  ten  horses,  and  we  have 
accepted  this  treasure  from  DivodXsa,  the  spoil  won 
by  Atithigwan5 6  from  Sambara. 

23.  I have  received  ten  horses,  ten  purses,  clothes, 

. and  ample  food,  and  ten  lumps  of  gold  from  Divodasa. 

24.  Aswattha  has  given  to  Payu  ten  chariots0 
with  their  horses,  and  a hundred  cows  to  the  priests. 


1 Agavyiiti  kshetram , gosanchdrarahitam  desam , a place 
devoid  of  the  grazing  of  cattle. 

2 Gargay  the  author  of  the  Sukta,  having,  it  is  said,  lost  his 
way  in  a desert,  repeated  this  stanza  to  Brihaspati  and  Indra , 
who  thereupon  enabled  him  to  regain  his  road. 

3 So  Sdyana  explains  Udavraja , desa  viseshah , a sort  of 
country,  one  into  which  the  waters  flow,  udakdni  vrajanty- 
asmin. 

4 Dasa  kosayihy  suvarnapurndn  dasakosdny  the  ten  bags  or 
chests  full  of  gold. 

5 Prastohay  Divodasa , and  Atithigwan , are  different  names 
of  the  same  person,  a Rdjay  the  son  of  Srinjaya. 

6 Atharvabhyah  is  the  term  in  the  text  which  Sdyana  explains, 
to  the  Itishis  of  the  Atharvagotra : Pdyu  is  the  brother  of 
Garga ; Aswattha  is  the  same  as  Prastoka • 
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25.  The  son  of  Srinjaya  has  reverenced  the  Bha- 
radwajas  who  have  accepted  such  great  wealth  for 
the  good  of  all  men. 

26.  '(Chariot  made  of  the)  forest  lord,  he  strong  of 
fabric ; be  our  friend ; be  our  protector,  and  be  man- 
ned by  warriors  r1  thou  art  girt  with  cow-hides  :2  keep 
us  steady ; and  may  he  who  rides  in  thee  be  victorious 
over  conquered  (foes). 

27.  Worship  with  oblations  the  chariot  constructed 
of  the  substance  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  extracted 
essence  of  the  forest  lords ; the  velocity  of  the  waters ; 
the  encompassed  with  the  cow-hide;  the  thunderbolt 
(of  Indra). 

28.  Do  thou,  divine  chariot,  who  art  the  thunder- 
bolt of  Indra,  the  precursor  of  the  Maruts,  the  em- 
bryo of  Mitra,  the  navel  of  Varuna,3  propitiated  by 
this  our  sacrifice,  accept  the  oblation. 


1 Suviro  bhava,  Sdyana  explains  xurabhattaih  putrddibhir 
va  yuhtah,  joined  with  warriors,  or  with  sons  and  the  rest : 
the  latter  could  scarcely  be  predicated  of  a car,  except  as  the 
source,  figuratively  speaking,  of  prosperity,  and  so  far  of 
descendants. 

2 Oobhih  sannadhosi : literally,  thou  art  bound  together  by 
cows  : but  both  Say  ana  and  Ma/nd/iara , Yajur-Veda,  29.  52., 
explain  this  govikaraih , by  what  are  formed  from  cattle : so,  in 
the  next  verse,  gobhir-dvritam  is  interpreted  channabhih  jparita 
dveshtitamy  encompassed  round  with  hides,  as  if  the  exterior  of 
the  war-chariot  especially  were  so  strengthened : Mahtdhara 
gives  us  an  alternative,  encompassed  with  rays  of  light,  or  with 
splendours,  gobhih , tejobkih. 

3 Marutam  anikam , Mitrasya  garbho,  Varunasya  ndbhih : 
anlkam  the  scholiast  interprets  agrabhutam,  being  before,  out- 
stripping in  speed;  Mahid/iara  explains  it  mukhyam,  principal 
or  leader ; the  garbha  of  Mitra , Sdyana  endeavours  to  make 


Varga 
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- 29.  War-drum,  fill  with  your  sound  both  heaven 
and  earth ; and  let  all  things,  fixed  or  moveable,  be 
aware  of  it : do  thou,  who  art  associated  with  Indra 
and  the  gods,  drive  away  our  foes  to  the  remotest 
distance. 

30.  Sound  loud  against  the  (hostile)  host : animate 
our  prowess : thunder  aloud,  terrifying  the  evil- 
minded:  repel,  drum,  those  whose  delight  it  is  to 
harm  us:  thou  art  the  fist  of  Indra;  inspire  us  with 
fierceness. 

31.  Eecover  these  our  cattle,  Indra;  bring  them 
back : the  drum  sounds  repeatedly  as  a signal : our 
leaders,  mounted  on  their  steeds,  assemble:  may  our 
warriors,  riding  in  their  cars,  Indra,  be  victorious.1 


sense  of,  by  saying,  the  car  is  to  be  considered  as  contained  by 
Mitra , the  ruler  of  the  day,  as  moving  by  day,  whilst  by  the 
ndbhi  of  Varuna  it  is  intimated  to  be  a fixed  point  or  centre  for 
the  deity  ruling  over  the  night,  when  the  car  of  Indra  or  Surya 
stands  still : Mahidhara  derives  garb  ha  from  gri,  to  praise, 
and  considers  mitrasya  garbha  equivalent  to  suryena  stay  am  ana, 
to  be  praised  by  the  sun : ndbhi  he  derives  from  nabh , to  injure, 
and  translates  it,  the  weapon  of  Varuna : both  scholiasts  labour 
superfluously  to  attach  meaning  to  what  was  never  intended  to 
have  any. 

1 This  and  the  two  preceding  verses  occur  in  the  Yajush , 29. 
MS  *7 
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ADHYAYA  YIII. 


M AND ALA  VI.  ( continued ). 


AN  U YAK  A IV.  (continued). 


S6kta  V.  (XLVIII.) 

Tins  hymn  presents  an  unusual  variety  of  deities  and  metres ; 
the  deity  of  the  first  ten  stanzas  is  Agni;  the  metre  of  the 
first,  third,  fifth,  and  ninth  is  Drihati ; of  the  second,  fourth, 
and  tenth,  Satobrihati ; of  the  seventh,  Mahdbrihati ; 
and  of  the  eighth  and  tenth,  Mahd  satobrihati : the  deities 
of  the  next  five  verses  are  the  Maruts;  the  metre  of  the 
eleventh  is  Kakubh;  of  the  twelfth,  Satobrihati ; of  the 
thirteenth,  Pwru-ushnih)  of  the  fourteenth,  Drihati)  and  of 
the  fifteenth,  Atijagati ; Pushan  is  the  deity  of  the  next 
four  stanzas,  and  their  metres  are  respectively  Kakubh , Sato- 
brihati , Puru-ushnih  and  Drihati : Prisni  is  the  divinity  of 
the  twentieth  and  twenty-first  verses,  as  well  as  of  the  twenty- 
second,  which,  however,  may  be  dedicated  to  Heaven  and 
Earth : the  metres  of  these  last  three  stanzas  are,  severally, 
Drihati , Yavamadhy a- Mahdbrihati,  and  Anusktubh. 

1.  At  every  sacrifice  (honour)  the  mighty  Agni 
with  your  reiterated  praise,  whilst  we  glorify  him, 
the  immortal,  who  knows  all  things,  our  dear  friend1 — 

2.  The  son  of  strength,  for  he  verily  is  propitious 
to  us ; to  whom  let  us  offer  oblations  as  to  the  con- 
veyer of  them  (to  the  gods) : may  he  be  our  defender 
in  battles : may  he  be  our  benefactor  and  the  grand- 
sire  of  our  offspring. 

4.  Agni,  who  art  the  showerer  (of  benefits),  mighty, 
and  exempt  from  decay,  thou  shinest  with  (great) 


1 Sdma-Veda,  i.  35,  ii.  53. 
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Varga  II. 


splendour;  thou  art  resplendent,  brilliant  (Agni), 
with  unfading  lustre : shine  forth  with  glorious  rays. 

4.  Thou  sacrificest  to  the  mighty  gods:  sacrifice 
(for  us)  continually,  for  (sacrifice  is  perfected)  by  thy 
wisdom  and  thy  acts:  bring  them  down,  Agni,  for  our 
salvation:  present  (to  them)  the  sacrificial  food,  par- 
take of  it  thyself. 

5.  (Thou  art  he)  whom  the  waters,  the  mountains, 
the  woods,1  nourish  as  the  embryo  of  sacrifice;  who, 
churned  with  strength  by  the  performers  (of  the  rite), 
art  generated  in  the  highest  place  of  the  earth. 

6.  He  who  fills  both  heaven  and  earth  with  light, 
who  mounts  with  smoke  into  the  sky,  this  radiant 
showerer  (of  benefits)  is  beheld  in  the  dark  nights 
dispersing  the  gloom;  this  radiant  showerer  (of  bene- 
fits) presides  over  the  dark  nights. 

7.  Divine,  resplendent  Agni,  youngest  (of  the 
gods),  when  kindled  by  Bharadwaja,  shines  with 
many  flames,  with  pure  lustre,  (conferring)  riches 
upon  us;  shine,  resplendent  purifier. 

8.  Thou,  Agni,  art  the  lord  of  the  dwelling,2  and 
of  all  men  the  descendants  of  Manu:  protect  me, 
youngest  (of  the  gods),  when  kindling  thee,  with  a 
hundred  defences  against  iniquity:  (grant  me)  a 
hundred  winters,  (as  well  as  to  those)  who  bestow  gifts 
upon  thy  worshippers. 

9.  Wonderful  (Agni),  giver  of  dwellings,  encourage 
us  by  (thy)  protection,  and  (the  gift  of)  riches,  for 

1 Yam  dpo,  adrayo  vand  piprati,  may  bear  the  more  humble 
meanings  of  the  water  prepared  to  mix  with  the  Soma,  the 
vasativari,  the  stones  for  ginding  the  Soma,  and  the  wood  for 
attrition. 

2 Grihapati,  master  or  protector  of  the  house. 
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thou  art  the  conveyer,  Agni,  of  this  wealth : quickly 
bestow  permanence  upon  our  progeny.1 

10.  Thou  protectest  with  uninjurable,  irremoveable 
defences  (our)  sons  and  grandsons:  remove  far  from 
us  celestial  wrath  and  human  malevolence.2 

11.  Approach,  friends,  the  milk-yielding  cow  with 
a new  song,  and  let  her  loose  unharmed.3 

12.  She  who  yields  immortal  food  to  the  powerful, 
self-irradiating  band  of  the  Maruts,  who  (is  anxious) 
for  the  gratification  of  the  self-moving  Maruts,  who 
traverses  the  sky  with  (the  passing  waters),  shedding 
delight.4 

13.  Milk  for  Biiaradwaja  the  two-fold  (blessing), 
the  cow  that  gives  milk  to  the  universe,  food  that 
is  sufficient  for  all. 

14.  I praise  you,  the  (company  of  Maruts),  for 
the  distribution  of  wealth;  (the  company  that),  like 
Indra,  is  the  achiever  of  great  deeds;  sagacious  like 
Varuna;  adorable  as  ARYAMAN,  and  munificent  as 
Vishnu. 


1 Sama-Veda , i.  41,  li.  973. 

2 Sama-Veda,  n.  974. 

3 The  milch  cow,  dhenu , is  here  introduced  because  this  is 
the  first  of  a series  of  stanzas  of  which  the  Maruts  are  the 
deities,  either  with  reference  to  the  milk  which  is  their  appro- 
priate offering  at  sacrifices,  or  to  JPrisni,  the  mythological 
mother  of  the  Maruts , in  the  form  of  a cow. 

4 The  text  has  only  sumnair-evaydvari : the  first  is  explained 
by  the  scholiast,  being  with  the  means  of  happiness,  suhhahetu - 
bhutaih,  the  substantive  being  implied  in  the  compound  attri- 
butive of  dhenu , or  evaydvan,  from  eva,  who  or  what  goes,  as 
a horse,  or  the  water  of  mid-air,  the  rain,  and  ydvari,  she  who 
goes  with,  saha  ydti  yd,  that  is,  who  proceeds  with  rains,  giving 
pleasure  to  others,  anycshdm  sukhdrtham  vrishtijalaih  saha 
gachchhanti. 


Varga  III. 
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15.  I now  (glorify)  the  brilliant  vigour  of  the  com- 
pany of  the  M A ruts,  loud-sounding,  irresistible,  che- 
rishing, whereby  hundreds  and  thousands  (of  treasures) 
are  bestowed  collectively  upon  men;  may  that  (com- 
pany) make  hidden  wealth  manifest;  may  it  render 
the  wealth  easily  accessible  to  us. 

16.  Hasten,  Pusiian,  to  me:  (repel),  bright  deity, 
(all)  deadly  assailing  foes:  close  at  thy  side  I repeat 
thy  praise.1 

17.  Uproot  not,  Pusiian,  the  forest  lord,  with  its 
progeny  of  crows  :2  utterly  destroy  those  who  are  my 
revilers : let  not  the  adversary  ensnare  me,  as  (fowlers) 
set  snares  for  birds.3 

18.  May  thy  friendship  be  unbroken,  like  (the  sur- 
face) of  a skin  without  a flaw,  containing  curds.4 

19.  Supreme  art  thou  above  mortals:  equal  in 
glory  art  thou  to  the  gods : therefore,  Pushan,  regard 
us  (favourably)  in  battles:  defend  us  at  present  as 
(thou  hast  defended)  those  of  old. 

20.  Maruts,  agitators,  especially  to  be  adored, 
may  your  kind  and  true  speech  be  our  conductress ; 
that  pleasant  (speech  which  is  the  guide)  to  desirable 
(wealth)  for  both  gods  and  sacrificing  mortals. 


1 Sansisham  nu  te  harm , literally,  I celebrate  thy  praise 
quickly  at  thine  ear. 

2 Kdltambiram  vanaspatim : the  first  is  said  by  the  scholiast 
to  imply  metaphorically  the  author  of  the  Sukta,  with  his 
children  and  dependants. 

3 Eva  chana  griva  ddadhate  veh,  even  as  sometimes  they 
place  snares  for  a bird : griva  is  said  to  have  here  the  unusual 
signification  of  dd7namfjdlarupam,  a snare  of  the  nature  of  a 
net. 

4 Such  a skin  of  curds,  Sayana  says,  is  always  carried  in 
PiUhan's  chariot. 
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21.  Whose  functions  spread  quickly  round  the 
heavens,  like  (the  light  of)  the  divine  sun,  since  the 
Maruts  possess  brilliant,  foe-humiliating,  and  adora- 
ble foe- destroying  strength,  most  excellent  foe-destroy- 
ing strength. 

22.  Once,  indeed,  was  the  heaven  generated;  once 
was  the  earth  born;1  once  was  the  milk  of  Prism 
drawn:  other  than  that  was  not  similarly  generated.2 

Sukta  VI.  (XLIX.) 

The  deities  are  the  Vis  wade  v as;  Rijjswan,  the  son  ofBiiA- 

radwaja  is  the  Jiishi ; the  metre  is  Trishtubh , except  in  the 

last  verse,  in  which  is  Sakmari, 

1.  I commend  with  new  hymns  the  man  observant 
of  his  duty,3  and  the  beneficent  Mitra  and  Varuna  : 
may  they,  the  mighty  ones,  Varuna,  Mitra,  Agm, 
come  to  our  rite,  and  listen  (to  our  praises). 

2.  (I  incite  the  worshipper)  to  offer  worship  to 
Agni,  who  is  to  be  adored  at  the  sacrifices  of  every 
man ; whose  acts  are  free  from  arrogance ; the  lord  of 
two  youthful  (brides,  heaven  and  earth);  the  child  of 
heaven,  the  son  of  strength,  the  brilliant  symbol  of 
sacrifice. 

1 This  is  rather  at  variance  with  the  doctrine  of  the  succession 
of  worldly  existences,  but  the  scholiast  so  understands  it : sahrid 
ha  dyaur  ajayata,  uipndyate,  and  once  born  it  is  permanent, 
sakrul-utpannaiva  sthita  bhavati , or,  being  destroyed,  no  other 
similar  heaven  is  born,  na  punas-tasydm  nashtayam  umydi  tat - 
sadrist  dyaur  jay  ate. 

2 Tadnnyo  nanujdyate  is  similarly  explained;  tatah  param 
anyali  paddrthastatsadriso  notpadyate,  after  that  another  object 
or  thing  like  that  (object  or  thing)  is  not  produced. 

3 Stushe  jannm  suvratam  the  scholiast  interprets  daivyam 
janam,  the  divine  people,  decaxanyhum,  the  company  of  the 
gods,  which  is  not  incompatible  with  the  purport  of  the  hymn. 
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3.  May  the  two  daughters  of  the  radiant  (sun)1  of 
various  form,  of  whom  one  glitters  with  stars,  the 
other  (is  bright)  with  the  sun,  mutually  opposed,  pro- 
ceeding diversely,  purifying  (all  things),  and  entitled 
to  our  laudation,  be  pleased  by  the  praise  they  hear 
(from  us). 

4.  May  our  earnest  praise  proceed  to  the  presence 
of  Vayu,  the  possessor  of  vast  riches,  the  desired  of 
all,  the  filler  of  his  chariot  (with  wealth  for  his  wor- 
shippers): most  adorable  (Vayu),  who  art  riding  in 
a radiant  car,  and  driving  your  Niyut  (steeds),  do 
thou,  who  art  far-seeing,  shew  favour  to  the  sage,2 
(thine  adorer). 

5.  May  that  splendid  car  of  the  Aswins,  which 
is  harnessed  at  a thought,  clothe  my  form  (with  ra- 
diance): that  (car)  with  which,  Nasatyas,  leaders  (of 
rites),  you  go  to  the  dwelling  (of  the  worshipper)  to 
fulfil  his  desires  for  his  posterity  and  himself. 

G.  Parjanya  and  Vata,  showerers  of  rain,  send 
from  the  firmament  available  waters:  sage  Maruts, 
hearers  of  truth,  establishes  of  the  world,  multiply 
the  moveable3  (wealth  of  him)  by  Avliose  praises  (you 
are  propitiated). 

7.  May  the  purifying,  amiable,4  graceful  Sara- 


1 Day  and  night,  who  may  be  called  the  daughters  of  the  sun, 
as,  directly  or  indirectly,  their  cause. 

2 Kavim  iyakshasi  prayajyo:  Mahidhara , Yajur-Veda,  33. 
65.,  applies  prayajyo  to  the  priest,  the  A dhwaryu;  worship, 
venerable  priest,  the  wise  Vdyu , &c. 

3 Jagod  dkrimtdhuam:  according  to  Say ana } jay  at  here 
comprehends  fixed  as  well  as  moveable,  all  living  things,  jayat 
sthdvarajatigamdfmakam  sarvam  prdnijdtam. 

4 A any  a,  literally  a maiden,  is  here  explained  hamantya , to 
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swati,  the  bride  of  the  hero,  favour  our  pious  rite : 
may  she,  together  with  the  wives  of  the  gods,  well 
pleased,  bestow  upon  him  who  praises  her  a habita- 
tion free  from  defects,  and  impenetrable  (to  wind  and 
rain),  and  (grant  him)  felicity. 

8.  May  (the  worshipper),  influenced  by  the  hope 
(of  reward),  approach  with  praise  the  adorable  (Pu- 
shan),  protector  of  all  paths  :* l 2  may  he  bestow  upon  us 
cows  with  golden  horns:  may  PtfsiiAN  bring  to  per- 
fection our  every  rite.3 

9.  May  the  illustrious  Agni,  the  invoker  of  the 
gods,  worship  (with  this  oblation),  Twashtri,  the 
first  divider  (of  forms),  the  renowned,  the  giver  of 
food,  the  well-handed,  the  vast,  the  adored  of  house- 
holders,3 the  readily  invoked. 

10.  Exalt  Rudra,  the  parent  of  the  world,  with 
these  hymns  by  day ; (exalt)  Rudra  (with  them)  by 
night;  animated  by  the  far-seeing,  we  invoke  him, 
mighty,  of  pleasing  aspect,  undecaying,  endowed  with 
felicity,  (the  source  of)  prosperity. 

11.  Ever  youthful,  wise,  and  adorable  Maruts, 
come  to  the  praise  of  your  adorer : thus  augmenting, 
leaders  (of  rites),  and  spreading  (through  the  firma- 

be  desired  or  loved  ; the  usual  sense  were  incompatible  with  the 
following  epithet,  virapatnif  the  wife  of  the  hero,  meaning, 
according  to  the  scholiast,  Prajapati  or  Brahma ; or  it  might 
mean  the  protectress  of  heroes  or  of  men. 

1 Pathaspathahparipatim : Pushan  is  especially  custos  vi- 
annn,  see  vol.  r.  p.  115. 

2 Yajtir-  Veda,  34.  42.:  Mahidhara's  explanation  differs  in 
some  respects  from  Sayuna's. 

3 Yajatam  pastydndm : pasfyam  is  a house,  here  used  by 
metonymy  for  householder,  according  to  Sdyana,  rjrihasthair 
yajamyam . 

2 K 2 
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ment),  like  rays  (of  light),1  refresh  the  scanty  woods 
(with  rain).2 

12.  Offer  adoration  to  the  valiant,  powerful,  swift- 
moving  (company  of  the  Maruts),  as  the  herdsman 
(drives  his)  herd  to  their  stall:  may  that  (company) 
appropriate  to  its  own  body  the  praises  of  the  pious 
worshipper,  as  the  firmament  (is  studded)  with  stars. 

13.  May  we  be  happy  in  a home,  in  riches,  in 
person,  in  children,  bestowed  upon  us  by  thee,  Vishnu, 
who  with  three  (steps)  made  the  terrestrial  regions 
for  Manu  when  harrassed  (by  the  Asuras). 

14.  May  Aiiirbudhnya3  (propitiated)  by  (our) 
hymns,  and  Parvata4  and  Savitri  give  us  food  with 
water:  may  the  bountiful  (gods  supply  us),  in  addi- 
tion, with  vegetable  (grains)  ;5  and  may  the  all-wise 


1 Nahshanto  angirasuat  the  scholiast  renders  angirasah,  ya- 
rn anasilarawi  ayah , rays  endowed  with  motions:  te  yathd  figli i- 
ravi  nabhastalam  vyapnuvanti  tad  vat , as  they  spread  quickly 
through  the  sky,  so  (do  the  winds)  : or  if  angiras  retain  its  more 
usual  signification  of  Rishi  or  Rishisy  so  named,  then  the  pro- 
perty of  rapid  movement  is  assigned  to  them,  yadvd  Ruhayas- 
fad  vach-rhh  ig  hr  a gam  i n ah. 

2 Arhitram  chid  hi  jinvatlia  : chit  ram  is  said  to  mean  a place 
thick  with  shrubs  and  trees  : with  the  negative  prefix  it  implies 
the  contrary,  a place  with  little  timber:  the  31 aim  Is  are  solicited 
to  satisfy  such  a place,  with  rain  understood. 

3 Jiudhnu  is  explained  antarihsha , firmament,  and  budhnya 
is,  what  or  who  is  there  born : ahi  is  interpreted  he  who  goes, 
that  is,  in  the  sky,  but  the  etymology  is  not  satisfactory. 

4 The  commentator  is  rather  at  a loss  to  explain  Pai'vata  : 
it  may  mean,  he  says,  the  filler,  purayitri,  or  the  wielder  of  the 
thunderbolt,  parvavad-vaj ram , tadvdn ; or  enemy  of  the  moun- 
tain, gireh  satru:  in  either  sense  it  is  obviously  Jndra. 

5 Tad  oshadh  i hh  ir-abh  i ; oshadhayus  Ida  m (hh  d day  ah , the 
vegetables  are  sesamum,  pulse,  and  the  like. 
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Bhaga  be  propitious  (to  us)  for  (the  acquirement  of) 
riches. 

15.  Grant  us,  (universal  gods),  riches,  comprehend- 
ing chariots,  numerous  dependants,  many  male  off- 
spring, (wealth)  the  giver  of  efficiency  to  the  solemn 
rite,  and  a dwelling  free  from  decay,  wherewith  we  may 
overcome  malevolent  men  and  unrighteous  (spirits), 
and  afford  support  to  those  people  who  are  devoted  to 
the  gods. 


ANUVAKA  V. 

S6kta  I.  (L.) 

The  deities  are  various;  the  Rishi  is  Rijiswan  ; the  metre 

' • • • * 

is  Trishtubh. 

1.  I invoke  with  adorations,  for  the  sake  of  felicity,  Varga  vm. 
the  divine  Aditi  and  Varuna,  Mitra  and  Agni,  Ar- 

yaman,  the  overthrower  of  foes,  worthy  of  devotion, 

Savitri  and  Biiaga,  and  (all)  protecting  divinities. 

2.  Radiant  Surya,  render  the  luminous  deities,  who 
have  Daksha  for  their  progenitor,1  void  of  offence 
towards  us;  they  who  are  twice  born,2  desirous  of 
sacrifice,  observant  of  truth,  possessors  of  wealth,  de- 
serving of  worship,  whose  tongue  is  Agni. 

3.  Or  bestow,  Heaven  and  Earth,  vast  strength : 


1 j Dahshapitrin , dakshapiidmaho  yeshdm,  they  of  whom 
Daksha  is  the  grandfather  : the  grandchildren  of  Daksha,  how- 
ever, were  sundry  sentiments  and  passions;  see  Vishnu  Parana, 
56.,  and  pitri,  therefore,  must  here  be  understood,  according  to 
Sdyana , only  in  the  general  sense  of  priority  or  seniority. 

2 Dtrijanmanali,  they  who  have  two  births,  means,  agreeably 
to  Sdyana,  they  who  are  manifest  or  present  in  two  spheres, 
heaven  and  earth. 


Digitized  by  Google 


486 


RIG-VEDA  SANHItX. 


Varga  IX. 


give  us,  Earth  and  Heaven,  a spacious  habitation  for  our 
comfort:  so  arrange,  that  infinite  wealth  may  be  ours; 
remove,  beneficent  deities,  iniquity  from  our  abode. 

4.  May  the  sons  of  Rudra,  givers  of  dwellings,  the 
unsubdued,  invoked  on  this  occasion,  stoop  down  to 
us,  inasmuch  as  we  call  upon  the  divine  Maruts  that 
they  may  be  our  helpers  in  difficulty,  great  or  small. 

5.  With  whom  the  divine  Heaven  and  Earth  are 
associated;  whom  Pusiian,  the  rewarder  (of  his  wor- 
shippers) with  prosperity,  honours:  when,  Maruts, 
having  heard  our  invocation,  you  come  hither,  then  on 
your  several  paths  all  beings  tremble. 

6.  Praise,  worshipper,  with  a new  hymn,  that  hero, 
Indra,  who  is  deserving  of  praise : may  he,  so  glori- 
fied, hear  our  invocation : may  he,  so  lauded,  bestow 
upon  us  abundant  food. 

7.  Waters,  friendly  to  mankind,  grant  uninter- 
rupted (life)-preserving  (food)  for  (the  perpetuation 
of  our)  sons  and  grandsons;  grant  us  security  and 
the  removal  (of  all  evil),1  for  you  are  more  than  ma- 
ternal physicians;  you  are  the  parents  of  the  sta- 
tionary and  moveable  universe. 

8.  May  the  adorable,  golden-handed  Savitri,  the 
preserver,  come  to  us;  he,  the  munificent,  who,  like 
the  opening  of  the  dawn,  displays  desirable  (riches) 
to  the  offerer  of  the  oblation. 

9.  And  do  thou,  son  of  strength,  bring  back  to  day 
the  deities  to  this  our  sacrifice:  may  I be  ever  in 


1 Sam  yoh : the  first  is  explained  samanam  upadravanam , 
the  appeasing  of  oppresions  or  violences  ; and  the  second,  ydva - 
nam,  prithah-harnnam  prilhuhkartavydn&m , the  making  sepa- 
rate of  those  things  which  are  to  be  kept  off. 
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(the  enjoyment  of)  thy  bounty:  may  I,  through  thy 
protection,  Agni,  be  blessed  with  excellent  male  de- 
scendants. 

10.  Wise  Nasatyas  come  quickly  to  my  invocation 
(united)  with  holy  acts:  (extricate  us)  from  thick 
darkness,  as  thou  didst  extricate  Atri  : protect  us, 
leaders  (of  rites),  from  danger  in  battle. 

11.  Be  unto  us,  gods,  the  donors  of  splendid,  invi-  v»rga  x. 
gorating  riches,  comprising  male  descendants,  and 
celebrated  by  many : celestial  Adityas,  terrestrial 

Vasus,  offspring  of  Prisni,  children  of  the  waters,1 
granting  our  desires,  make  us  happy, 

12.  May  Rudra  and  Saraswati,  alike  well  pleased, 
and  Vishnu  and  YAyu,  make  us  happy,’ sending  rain; 
and  Ribhuksiiin,  and  VAja,  and  the  divine  Vidhatiu  : 
and  may  Parjanya  and  Vat  a grant  us  abundant  food. 

13.  And  may  the  divine  Savitri  and  Bhaga,  and 
the  grandson  of  the  waters,  (Agni),  the  prodigal  of 
gifts,  preserve  us;  and  may  Twashtri  with  the  gods, 
and  Earth  with  the  seas,  (preserve  us). 

14.  May  Aiiirbudhnya,  Aja-ekapad,  and  Earth 
and  Ocean,  hear  us ; may  the  universal  gods,  who  are 
exalted  by  sacrifice,  they  who  are  invoked  and  praised 
(by  us),  to  whom  mystical  prayers  are  addressed, 
and  who  have  been  glorified  by  (ancient)  sages,  pre- 
serve us.2 

15.  Thus  do  my  sons,  of  the  race  of  Bharadwaja, 


1 The  text  has  epithets  only,  the  scholiast  supplies  the  nomen- 
clature : thus  div>ydf  the  celestials,  that  is,  the  Adityas ; parthi- 
vdsah , terrestrials,  that  is,  the  Vasus ; go-jdtah,  cow-born,  born 
of  Prisni,  the  Maruts ; dpyah , the  aquatic,  born  in  the  firma- 
ment, the  Rudras. 

* Yajur-Veda , 34.  53. 


Digitized  by  Google 


488 


RIG-VEDA  SANHITJL 


Varga  XI. 


worship  the  gods  with  sacred  rites  and  holy  hymns ; 
and  so,  adorable  (deities),  may  you,  who  are  wor- 
shipped and  glorified,  the  givers  of  dwellings,  the 
invincible,  universal  gods,  ever  be  adored,  (together 
with  your)  wives. 

SGkta  II.  (LI.) 

The  deities  and  Rishi  as  before;  the  metre  of  the  thirteenth  and 

two  following  verses  is  Ushnih , of  the  sixteenth  Anushtubh , 

and  of  the  rest  Trislitubh. 

1.  The  expansive,  illuminating,  unobstructive,  pure, 
and  beautiful  radiance  of  the  sun,  grateful  to  Mitra 
and  Varuna,  having  risen,  shines  like  the  ornament 
of  the  sky. 

2.  He  who  knows  the  three  cognisable  (worlds); 
the  sage  (who  knows)  the  mysterious  birth  of  the 
divinities  (abiding  in  them);1  he  who  is  beholding 
the  good  and  evil  acts  of  mortals,  he,  the  sun,  the 
lord,  makes  manifest  their  intentions. 

3.  I praise  you,  protectors  of  the  solemn  sacrifice, 
the  well-born  Aditi,  Mitra  and  Varuna,  and  Arya- 
man  and  Bn ag a : I celebrate  the  gods  whose  acts  are 
unimpeded,  the  bestowers  of  wealth,  the  dispensers  of 
purity ; 

4.  The  scatterers  of  the  malevolent,  the  defenders 
of  the  virtuous,  the  irresistible,  the  mighty  lords,  the 
donors  of  good  dwellings,  ever  young,  very  powerful, 
omnipresent,  leaders  of  heaven,  the  sons  of  Aditi  : I 
have  recourse  to  Aditi,  who  is  gratified  by  mine 
adoration. 

5.  Father  Heaven,  innocent  mother  Earth,  brother 


1 Of  the  Vasirs  on  earth,  the  Rudras  in  the  firmament,  the 
Adifyas  in  heaven. 
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Agni,  and  you,  Vasus,  grant  us  happiness:  all  you 
sons  of  Aditi,  and  thou  Aditi,  alike  well-pleased, 
bestow  upon  us  ample  felicity. 

6.  Subject  us  not,  adorable  (deities),  to  the  robber 
or  his  wife;1 2  nor  to  any  one  designing  us  harm;  for 
you  are  the  regulators  of  our  persons,  of  our  strength, 
of  our  speech. 

7.  Let  us  not  suffer  for  the  sin  committed  by 
another:  let  us  not  do  that  which,  Vasus,  you  pro- 
hibit: you  rule,  universal  gods,  over  the  universe: 
(so  provide  that)  mine  enemy  may  inflict  injury  on 
his  own  person. 

8.  Reverence  be  to  the  potent  (company  of  uni- 
versal gods):  I offer  (them)  reverence:  reverence 
sustains  both  earth  and  heaven  :q  reverence  be  to  the 
gods : reverence  is  sovereign  over  them : I expiate  by 
reverence  whatever  sin  may  have  been  committed. 

9.  Adorable  (deities),  I venerate  with  reverential 
salutations  all  you  who  are  mighty,  the  regulators  of 
your  sacrifice,3  of  pure  vigour,  dwellers  in  the  chamber 
of  worship,  unsubdued,  far-seeing,  leaders  (of  rites). 

10.  May  they,  exceeding  in  splendour,  so  guide  us, 
that  all  iniquities  may  disappear ; they,  the  very  power- 


1 Ma  no  vrihdya  vrikye  riradhata , the  substantives  are  ex- 
plained hinsakdya,  stenaya,  to  the  injurer,  the  thief,  and  tasya 
striyaif  to  his  woman,  or  wife ; or  vrika  may  retain  its  ordinary 
sense  of  wild-dog,  or  wolf,  aranya  su-an , and  vrihi  import  its 
female. 

2 The  scholiast  says  that  earth  and  heaven,  by  receiving  the 
namax  or  namashdra , the  reverential  salutation  or  homage  of 
mortals,  continue  throughout  a long  period  for  their  enjoyment. 

3 Ilitasya  rathyah , yajnaxya  ranhitrm , nctriny  the  leaders 
or  conveyers  of  the  sacrifice  offered  to  them. 


Varga  XII. 
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ful  VaRUNa,  Mitra,  Agni,  practisers  of  truth,  and 
faithful  to  those  who  are  prominent  in  (their)  praise. 

Varga  xiii.  11.  May  they,  Indra,  Earth,  Pushan,  Bhaga, 
Aditi,  and  the  five  orders  of  beings,  give  increase  to 
our  habitations : may  they  be  to  us  granters  of  happi- 
ness, bestowers  of  food,  guides  to  good,  our  gracious 
defenders  and  preservers. 

12.  May  the  presenter  of  the  oblation,  Bfiara- 
dwaja  quickly  obtain,  gods,  a celestial  abode,  as  he 
solicits  your  good-will : the  institutor  of  the  ceremony, 
together  with  pious  associates,  desirous  of  riches,  glo- 
rifies the  assembly  of  the  gods. 

13.  Drive  away,  Agni,  to  a distance  the  wicked, 
felonious,  malignant  enemy:  grant  us  felicity,  pro- 
tector of  the  virtuous.1 

14.  These  our  grinding  stones  are  anxious,  Sonia , 
for  thy  friendship:  destroy  the  voracious  Pan f,  for 
verily  he  is  a wolf.2 

15.  You  are  munificent  and  illustrious,  gods,  with 
Indra  for  your  chief:  be  with  us,  protectors,  on  the 
road,  and  grant  us  happiness. 

16.  We  have  travelled  along  the  road  prosperously 
traversed  and  free  from  evil,  and  by  which  (a  man) 
avoids  adversaries  and  acquires  wealth. 

StfKTA  III.  (LII.) 

The  deities  and  Hishi  as  before;  the  metre  of  the  first  six,  the 
thirteenth,  and  three  last  verses,  is  Trishtubh,  of  the  second 
six  Gdyatri , and  of  the  fourteenth  Jayati. 

Varga  xiv.  x.  I do  not  regard  it  as  worthy  (of  the  gods)  of 
heaven,  or  (of  those)  of  earth,  as  (fit  to  be  compared ) 


1 Sama-Veda , i.  105. 

2 Jahi  ni~a.tr  hi  am  panim  vriho  hi  shah : Pani  may  here  mean 
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with  the  sacrifice  (I  offer),  or  with  these  (our)  sacred 
rites:  let,  then,  the  mighty  mountains  overwhelm 
him;  let  the  employer  of  Atiyaja  be  ever  degraded.* 1 

2.  Maruts,  may  the  energies  of  that  man  be  en- 
feebled : may  heaven  consume  that  impious  adversary2 
who  thinks  himself  superior  to  us,  and  who  pretends 
to  depreciate  the  worship  that  we  offer. 

3.  Why  have  they  called  thee,  Soma,  the  protector 
of  pious  prayer?  why  (have  they  called  thee)  our  de- 
fender against  calumny?  why  dost  thou  behold  us 
subjected  to  reproach?  cast  thy  destroying  weapon 
upon  the  adversary  of  the  Brahman. 

4.  May  the  opening  dawns  preserve  me:  may  the 
swelling  rivers  preserve  me : may  the  firm-set  moun- 
tains preserve  me:  may  the  progenitors  (present)  at 
the  invocation  of  the  gods  preserve  me. 

5.  May  w’e  at  all  seasons  be  possessed  of  sound 
minds : may  we  ever  behold  the  rising  sun : such  may 
the  affluent  lord  of  riches,  (Agni),  render  us,  ever 
most  ready  to  come  (at  our  invocation),  charged  with 
our  oblation  to  the  gods. 


a trader,  a greedy  trafficker,  who  gives  no  offerings  to  the  gods, 
no  presents  to  the  priests:  hence  he  is  come  to  be  identified  with 
an  asura , or  enemy  of  the  gods : vrika  may  be  also  rendered  a 
robber,  an  extortioner,  from  the  root  vrik,  to  seize  or  take  away, 
dddne. 

1 According  to  Say  ana,  Ttijiswan  here  pronounces  an  impre- 
cation upon  Atiyaja , a rival  priest. 

2 JBrahmadwisham,  and  again,  in  the  next  verse,  brahma - 
dwishe : the  first  is  explained  by  Sdyanu  simply  tam  satrum , 
that  enemy,  with  reference  to  the  word  brahma , which  has  gone 
before,  religious  act  or  praise,  the  enemy  or  obstructer  of  prayer 
or  praise : in  the  second  place  he  interprets  it  brdhmana  dwesh- 
trif  the  hater  or  enemy  of  the  Brahman. 
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Varga  XV. 


Varga  XVI. 


6.  May  Indra  be  most  prompt  to  come  nigh  for 
our  protection,  and  Saraswati  dwelling  with  (tribu- 
tary) rivers:  may  Parjanya,  with  the  plants,  be  a 
giver  of  happiness;  and  may  Agni,  worthily  praised 
and  earnestly  invoked,  (be  to  us)  like  a father. 

7.  Come,  universal  gods,  hear  this  my  invocation : 
sit  down  upon  this  sacred  grass. 

8.  Come,  gods,  to  him  who  honours  you  with  the 
butter-dripping  oblation. 

9.  May  the  sons  of  the  immortal1  hear  our  praises, 
and  be  to  us  the  givers  of  felicity. 

10.  Universal  gods,  augmenters  of  sacrifice,  listen- 
ing to  praises  (uttered)  at  due  seasons,  accept  your 
appropriate  milk-offering.2 

11.  Jndra,  with  the  company  of  the  Maruts, 
Mitra,  with  Twasht’i  and  Aryaman,  accept  our 
praise  and  these  our  oblations. 

12.  Agni,  invoker  of  the  gods,  cognizant  (which 
of)  the  divine  assembly  (is  to  be  honoured),  offer  this 
our  sacrifice  according  to  the  proper  order. 

13.  Universal  gods,  hear  this  my  invocation, 
whether  you  be  in  the  firmament  or  in  the  heaven:  you 
who  (receive  oblations)  by  the  tongue  of  Agni,  or  are 
to  be  (otherwise)  worshipped:  seated  on  this  sacred 
grass,  be  exhilarated  (by  the  Soma). 

14.  May  the  adorable,  universal  deities,  and  both 

1 Amritasya.  sunavah  the  scholiast  calls  the  sons  of  Prajd - 
pair,  the  Viswadcvas : so  Sdma-Vedn,  n.  945,  Yajur-Veda , 
33.  77. 

2 Yujyam  payas , a mixture  of  milk  and  curds  termed  dmih- 
s ha,  as  the  text,  topic  payasi  dadhydnayati  sd  vauwadevyd- 
miksha , when  the  milk  is  boiled  he  brings  the  curds,  that  is,  the 
dmihshd,  proper  for  the  Vimadcvas. 
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heaven  and  earth,  and  the  grandson  of  the  waters, 
hear  my  praise : let  me  not  utter  words  to  be  disre- 
garded, but  let  us,  (brought)  most  nigh  unto  you, 
rejoice  in  the  happiness  (you  bestow). 

15.  May  those  mighty  deities,  having  power  to 
destroy,1 2  whether  they  have  been  manifested  upon 
earth  or  in  heaven,  or  in  the  abode  of  the  waters, 
bestow  upon  us  and  our  posterity3  abundant  suste- 
nance both  by  night  and  day. 

16.  Agni  and  Parjanya,  prosper  my  pious  acts: 

(accept),  you  who  are  reverently  invoked,  our  praise 
at  this  sacrifice : one  of  you  generates  food,  the  other 
posterity  :3  grant  us,  therefore,  food  productive  of 
descendants. 

17.  When  the  sacred  grass  is  strewn;  when  the 
lire  is  kindled,  and  when  I worship  (you)  with  a 
hymn,  and  with  profound  veneration,  then,  adorable 
universal  gods,  rejoice  in  the  oblation  (offered)  to-day 
at  this  our  sacrifice. 

SGkta  IV.  (LI II.) 

The  deity  is  PGshan;  the  Rishi  Biiaradwaja  ; the  metre  of 
the  eighth  verse  is  Anushtubh , of  the  rest  Qdyatri, 

1.  Push  ax,  lord  of  paths,4  we  attach  thee  to  us  like  Varga  xvn. 

1 Akimdydh  is  explained  dhanlri-prajndh , having  the  wisdom 
or  knowledge  that  kills. 

2 Asmdbhyam  i.shaye ; the  latter,  ishi,  is  derived  from  i*h,  to 
wish,  and  is  explained  putrddi , sons  and  the  rest,  asmabhyam 
tasmai  cha , to  us  and  to  it,  that  is,  posterity,  as  the  object  of 
desire. 

3 1 1 dm  anyo  jannyat  garbham  an  yah : Parjanya , by  sending 
rain,  causes  the  growth  of  corn,  and  Agni,  as  the  main  agent  in 
digestion,  produces  the  vigour  necessary  for  procreation. 

4 Pathaspati,  see  p.  483,  note  1. 
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a chariot,  for  (the  sake  of)  bringing  food,  and  of 
(accomplishing  our)  solemnity. 

2.  Conduct  to  us  a gracious  householder,  friendly 
to  men,  liberal  in  (bestowing)  wealth,1  the  giver  of 
pious  donations. 

3.  Resplendent  Pushan,  instigate  the  niggard  to 
liberality,  soften  the  heart  of  the  miser. 

4.  Fierce  Pusiian,  select  (tit)  roads  for  the  passage 
of  provisions : drive  away  all  obstructors,  (thieves,  or 
the  like),  so  that  our  holy  rites  may  be  accomplished. 

5.  Pierce  with  a goad'2  the  hearts  of  the  avari- 
cious, wise  Pushan,  and  so  render  them  complacent 
towards  us. 

Varga  xvi it.  6.  Pierce  with  a goad,  Pushan,  the  heart  of  the 
avaricious;  generate  generosity  in  his  heart,  and  so 
render  him  complacent  towards  us. 

7.  Abrade,  wise  Pushan,  the  hearts  of  the  avari- 
cious; relax  (their  hardness),  and  so  render  them 
complacent  towards  us. 

8.  Resplendent  Pusiian,  with  that  food-propelling 
goad  which  thou  bearest,  abrade  the  heart  of  every 
miser,  and  render  it  relaxed. 

9.  Resplendent  Pushan,  we  ask  of  thee  the  service 
of  that  thy  weapon,  which  is  the  guide  of  cows,  the 
director  of  cattle. 

10.  Make  our  pious  worship  productive  of  cows, 
of  horses,  of  food,  of  dependants,  for  our  enjoyment. 


1 Vasuviram , literally,  a hero  of  riches,  that  is,  according  to 
the  scholiast,  one  who  is  especially  the  instigator  of  poverty  to 
acquire  wealth,  dhanam  abhiprdj)tnm  viram  daridrasya  visesfie- 
nerayitdram. 

2 Paritrindki  araya:  drd  is  described  as  a stick  with  a 
slender  point  of  iron;  pratoday  a goad;  the  common  vernacular 
derivative,  drab,  is  a saw. 
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S6kta  V.  (LIV.) 

Deity,  Iiishi,  and  metre  as  before. 

1.  Bring  us,  Pushan,  into  communication  with  a 
wise  man  who  may  rightly  direct  us,  who  may  even 
say,  this  is  so.1 

2.  May  we,  by  the  favour  of  Pushan,  come  in  com- 
munication with  (the  man)  who  may  direct  us  to  the 
houses  (where  our  goods  are  secreted),  and  may  say, 
verily  these  are  they. 

3.  The  discus  of  Pusiian  does  not  destroy;  its 
sheath  is  not  discarded,  its  edge  harms  not  us. 

4.  Pushan  inflicts  not  the  least  injury  on  the  man 
who  propitiates  him  by  oblations : he  is  the  first  who 
acquires  wealth. 

5.  May  Pushan  come  to  (guard)  our  cattle,  may 
Pushan  protect  our  horses;  may  PusnAN  give  us  food. 

6.  Come,  Pushan,  to  (guard)  the  cattle  of  the  in- 
stitutor  of  the  rite  presenting  libations,  and  also  of  us 
repeating  (thy)  praises. 

7.  Let  not,  Pushan,  our  cattle  perish ; let  them 
not  be  injured;  let  them  not  be  hurt  by  falling  into  a 
well;  come,  therefore,  along  with  them  unharmed. 

8.  We  solicit  riches  of  Pusiian,  who  hears  (our 
eulogies)  ; who  is  the  averter  (of  poverty);  the  pre- 
server of  that  which  is  not  lost,  the  ruler  (over  all). 


1 Ya  evedam  iti  bravat : Sayana's  explanation  of  this  is 
curious,  and  is  justified  by  what  follows:  by  Vidushd,  a wise 
man,  he  understands  a cunning  man,  a conjurer  : the  last  phrase 
he  therefore  interprets  to  mean,  one  who  says,  this,  your  pro- 
perty, has  been  lost,  and  the  passage  that  precedes  he  explains 
as  directing  the  way  to  the  recovery  of  the  lost  or  stolen  goods: 
this  is  a new  attribute  of  Pushan  as  the  patron  of  fortune-tellers 
and  rccoverers  of  stolen  property. 


Varga  XIX. 


Varga  XX. 
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9.  May  we  never  suffer  detriment  when  engaged, 
Push  an,  in  thy  worship:  we  are  at  this  time  thine 
adorers.1 

10.  May  Push  an  put  forth  his  right  hand  (to  re- 
strain our  cattle)  from  going  astray : may  he  bring 
again  to  us  that  which  lias  been  lost. 

S6kta  VI.  (LV.) 

Deity,  Rishi , and  metre  as  before. 

Varga  xxi.  l.  Come  illustrious  grandson  of  Prajapati2  to  (me 
thy)  worshipper  :3  let  us  two  be  associated : become 
the  conveyer  of  our  sacrifice. 

2.  We  solicit  riches  of  our  friend,  (Pushan),  the 
chief  of  charioteers,  the  wearer  of  a braid  (of  hair),4 
the  lord  of  infinite  wealth. 

3.  Illustrious  Pusiian,  thou  art  a torrent  of  riches: 
thou,  who  hast  a goat  for  thy  steed,  art  a heap  of 
wealth ; the  friend  of  every  worshipper. 

4.  We  glorify  Pushan,  the  rider  of  the  goat,  the 
giver  of  food,  him  who  is  called  the  gallant  of  his 
sister.5 


1 Yajur-Veda,  33.  41. 

2 Vimucho  napdt : the  first  is  rendered  by  Prajdpati  as  he 
who,  at  the  period  of  creation,  lets  loose,  vimunckati,  visrijati, 
all  creatures  from  himself,  sicasahdsdt  sarvdh  prajdh. 

3 E hi  vdm:  vd,  according  to  Sayana,  here  means  praiser, 
from  I he  root  rd , to  go,  to  have  odour,  vdm  gantaram  stotdram 
mdm,  Elti,  agachchha . 

4 Kaparddinam , kapardaschudd  tadvantam ; but  it  is  more 
usually  an  epithet  of  Siva,  importing  a braid  of  hair,  not  the 
chudd , or  lock  left  on  the  crown  of  the  head  at  tonsure. 

5 Swasur  yo  jara  itchy  ate,  the  sister  of  Pushan  is  the  dawn, 
with  whom  he,  as  the  sun,  may  be  said  to  associate  amorously. 
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5.  I glorify  Pushan,  the  husband  of  his  mother:1 
may  the  gallant  of  his  sister  hear  us;  may  the  brother 
of  Indra2  be  our  friend. 

6.  May  the  harnessed  goats,  drawing  the  deity  in 
his  car,  bring  hither  PusnAN,  the  benefactor  of  man. 

StfKTA  VII.  (LVI.) 

Deity  and  Itixhi  as  before ; the  metre  is  the  same,  except  in  the 
last  verse,  in  which  it  is  Anushtubh. 

1.  No  (other)  deity  is  indicated  by  him  who  de-  Var8a  XXI1- 
dares  the  offering  of  mixed  meal  and  butter3  to  be 
intended  for  Pushan. 

2.  He,  the  chief  of  charioteers,  the  protector  of  the 
virtuous,  Indra,  destroys  his  foes,  with  his  friend 
Pushan  for  his  ally. 

3.  He,  the  impeller,  the  chief  of  charioteers,  (Pu- 
siian),  ever  urges  on  that  golden  wheel  (of  his  car)  for 
the  radiant  sun.4 

4.  Since,  intelligent  Pushan,  of  goodly  aspect,  the 
praised  of  many,  we  celebrate  thee  to-day,  therefore 
grant  us  the  desired  wealth. 

5.  Gratify  this  our  assembly,  desirous  of  cattle,  by 
their  acquisition : thou,  PusnAN,  art  renowned  afar. 

6.  We  deserve  of  thee  well-being,  remote  from 


1 Mdtur  didhishum , rdtreh  pafim,  the  lord  or  husband  of  the 
night. 

2 As  one  of  the  Adilyas,  or  sons  of  Aditi 9 he  may  be  called 
the  brother  of  Indra , who  is  also  one  of  the  number. 

3 Karambhdt  iti:  karamblia  is  said  to  be  a mixture  of  parched 
barley-meal  and  butter. 

4 Parushe  gavi : the  first  is  explained  parvavati , bhdswati 
va,  the  period-having,  or  the  shining:  the  second  is  rendered 
Aditya , he  who  moves  or  revolves,  gachchhutiti  gaur-ddityah 

VOL.  III.  2 L 
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Varga  XXIII. 


Varga  XXIV. 


evil,  approximate  to  wealth,  both  for  the  sake  of 
general  sacrifice  to-day,  for  the  sake  of  general  sacri- 
fice to-morrow.1 

S6kta  VIII.  (LVII.) 

The  deities  are  Indra  and  P6shan  ; the  Itishi  and  metre  as 

before. 

1.  We  invoke  you,  Indra  and  PtfsilAN,  for  your 
friendship,  for  our  well-being,  and  for  the  obtaining 
of  food.2 

2.  One  (of  you)  approaches  to  drink  the  Soma 
poured  out  into  ladles,  the  other  desires  the  buttered 
meal.3 

3.  Goats  are  the  bearers  of  the  one,  two  well-fed 
horses  of  the  other,  and  with  them  he  destroys  his 
foes. 

4.  When  the  showerer  Indra  sends  down  the  fall- 
ing and  mighty  waters,  there  is  Pushan  along  with 
him.4 

5.  We  depend  upon  the  good-will  of  Pushan,  and 
of  Indra,  as  (we  cling)  to  the  branches  of  a tree. 

6.  We  draw  to  us,  for  our  great  welfare,  Pushan 
and  Indra,  as  a charioteer  (pulls  tight)  his  reins. 

S6kta  IX.  (LVIII.) 

The  deity  and  Rlshi  as  before ; the  metre  of  the  second  verse  is 
Jagati , of  the  rest  Trishtubh. 

1.  One  of  thy  forms,  (PtfsHAN),  is  luminous,  one  is 

1 Adya  cha  sarvatdtaye , swas-cfia  mrvatatayc : the  sub- 
stantive is  explained  yajna , that  which  is  conducted  by  all  the 
priests,  sarvair-ritwigbhis-tayate ; or  it  may  mean  for  the  dis- 
semination of  all  enjoyments,  sarveslidm  bhogdndm  vistdraya. 

2 Sdma-Veda , i.  202. 

3 Karambham:  see  the  preceding  Suhta , note  1. 

4 Sdma-Veda,  i.  148. 
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venerable ; so  that  the  day  is  variously  complexioned : 
for  thou  art  like  the  sun  i1  verily,  bestower  of  food, 
thou  protectest  all  intelligences : may  thine  auspicious 
liberality  be  manifested  on  this  occasion.2 

2.  The  rider  of  the  goat,  the  protector  of  animals, 
in  whose  dwelling  food  is  abundant,  the  propitiated 
by  sacred  rites,  who  has  been  placed  over  the  whole 
(world),3  the  divine  PtfsHAN,  brandishing  his  loosened 
goad,  proceeds  (in  the  sky),  contemplating  all  beings.4 

3.  With  those  thy  golden  vessels,  which  navigate 
within  the  ocean-firmament,  thou  dischargest  the 
office  of  messenger  of  the  sun:5  desirous  of  the  sacri- 
ficial food,  thou  art  propitiated  by  (that  which  is)  will- 
ingly offered. 

4.  PtfsHAN  is  the  kind  kinsman  of  heaven  and 
earth,  the  lord  of  food,  the  possessor  of  opulence,  of 
goodly  form ; whom  the  gods  gave  to  Surya,  vigorous, 
well-moving,  propitiated  by  (that  which  is)  willingly 
offered.6 


1 Puslian  is  here  identified  with  both  day  and  night,  or  is 
considered  as  their  regulator. 

2 Sama-Veda,  i.  75.,  also  Nirukta,  12.  17.,  Say  ana  follows 
Yaska. 

3 Placed  so  by  Prajdpati , according  to  the  scholiast,  in  his 
capacity  of  nourishing  all  things,  poshakativena. 

4 As  identical  with  the  sun. 

6 Ydsi  duty  am  suryasya:  Say  ana  relates  a legend  which  says, 
that  on  one  occasion,  when  Surya , with  the  gods,  had  set  out  to 
fight  the  Asuras , he  sent  Puslian  to  his  abode  to  console  his 
wife,  who  was  greatly  afflicted  by  his  going  to  the  ware;  for 
which  office  Pushan  is  here  commended. 

6 Kdmena  kritah  is  the  whole  text;  the  scholiast  fills  it  up 
with  pasivddivishayena  stotribhir  vaxikritah  asiy  thou  art  sub- 
jected or  propitiated  by  worshippers  by  means  oi' the  Paxu  and 
other  offerings,  , 
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SUKTA  X.  (LIX.) 

Indua  and  Agni  arc  the  deities;  the  Rishi  is  Bhahadwaja  ; 

the  first  six  stanzas  are  in  the  Brihatx  metre,  the  four  last  in 

the  Anushtubh . 

1.  When  the  libation  is  effused  I celebrate,  Indra 
and  Agni,  your  heroic  exploits:  the  Pitris ,l  the  ene- 
mies of  the  gods,  have  been  slain  by  you,  and  you 
survive. 

2.  Your  greatness,  Indra  and  Agni,  is  after  this 
fashion,  and  is  most  deserving  of  praise : the  same  is 
your  progenitor:  twin  brethren  are  you,  having  a 
mother  everywhere  present.'2 

3.  You  approach  together,  when  the  libation  is 
effused,  like  two  fleet  coursers  to  their  forage:  we  in- 
voke to  day  Indra  and  Agni,  deities  armed  with  the 
thunderbolt,  to  this  ceremony  for  our  preservation. 

4.  Divine  Indra  and  Agni,  augmenters  of  sacrifice, 
by  whom  the  acclamation  (of  praise)  is  received,  you 
partake  not  of  the  (Soma)  of  him  who,  when  the  liba- 
tion is  effused,  praises  you  ( improperly  ),3  uttering  un- 
acceptable eulogies.4 

5.  What  mortal,  divine  Indra  and  Agni,  is  a judge 


1 By  Pitris,  in  this  place,  the  scholiast  says  Asuras  arc  in- 
tended, as  derived  from  the  root  pi  to  injure,  piyatir-hinsd - 
harmme. 

2 Ihehamdtarav,  of  whom  the  mother  is  here  and  there: 
Aditi  is  their  mother,  in  common  with  all  the  gods,  and  she  is 
here  identified  with  the  wide  extended  earth,  visttma  bhumifi,  ac- 
cording to  Sdyuya. 

3 Yo  ram  stavat  is  explained  by  the  commentator,  he  who 
may  praise  you  badly,  kut&itam  stuydt . 

4 Joshavdkam  vadatah  : the  first  is  explained, prilihetutwena 
karttavyam  sicayam  apritikaram  vdkam , speech  to  be  uttered 
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of  that  (your  act),  when  one  of  you,  harnessing  his 
diversely-going  horses,  proceeds  in  the  common  car.* 1 

G.  This  footless  (dawn),  Indra  and  Agni,  comes 
before  the  footed  sleepers,  animating  the  head2  (of 
living  beings  with  consciousness),  causing  them  to 
utter  loud  sounds  with  their  tongues,  and  passing 
onwards  she  traverses  thirty  steps.3  * 

7.  Indra  and  Agni,  men  verily  stretch  their  bows 

with  the  design  of  gaining  affection,  hut  of  itself  producing  dis- 
affection or  dislike ; so  in  the  Niruhta,  5.  22.,  as  quoted  by 
Sayana , ya  Indrdgni  suteshu  vdm  someshu  stauti  teshu  na  tasya 
nsnithahy  of  him  who  praises  you  two,  Agni  and  Indra , when 
the  /SWfl-juices  are  effused  you  do  not  eat  (the  offering) : the 
printed  Niruhta  has,  you  eat,  omitting  the  negative:  of josha- 
vdkamy  it  is  first  said,  a vij  ndta  ndi  mad  hey  a m joshayitavyam 
bhavatif  that  being  of  unknown  name  is  to  be  propitiated  ; and 
again,  yo  ayam  joshavdham  vadatt  vijanjapah  na  tasya  asni- 
thah,  this  person  who  utters , joshavdfvnn,  repeating  incessantly, 
or  silently,  propitiatory  prayer  of  various  object,  of  that  man, 
you  two  do  not  eat  the  offering. 

1 Vishucho  a swan  yuyujana  iyate  ehak  samdne  rathe : the  one 
is  Indra , who,  as  identical  with  the  sun,  goes  over  the  world  in 
a car  which  is  common  to  him  and  Agni,  as  being  also  identi- 
fied with  the  sun  : the  same  identity  being  kept  in  view,  Indra 
yokes  the  multiform  horses,  months,  weeks,  days,  to  a monoform 
car,  or  the  year. 

2 Hitiri  siras,  literally,  exciting  the  head,  which  is  the  whole 
of  the  text,  is  explained  prdnindm  siro  prerayitri , urging  or 
animating  the  head  of  living  beings:  or  it  may  apply  to  the 
dawn,  as  being  headless,  siras  tyahtwd  sivayam  asirashd  tatiy she 
havimr  abandoned  the  head,  being  of  herself  headless,  though 
what  they  may  mean  is  doubtful:  so  Sdma-V'eda,  i.  281,  and 
Yajush,  33.  03. : Mahidhara , after  proposing  the  same  inter- 
pretation as  Sayana , suggests  another,  in  which  he  refers  the 
epithets  to  vdeh , speech,  apad,  footless,  meaning  prose,  gadydt- 
viihdf  and  so  on,  but  this  is  obviously  fanciful. 

3 The  thirty  muhurltas , the  divisions  of  the  day  and  night. 
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with  their  arms,  but  do  not  you  desert  us  contending 
for  cattle  in  the  great  combat. 

8.  Indra  and  Agni,  murderous,  aggressive  enemies 
harass  us:  drive  away  mine  adversaries:  separate 
them  from  (sight  of)  the  sun. 

9.  Indra  and  Agni,  yours  are  both  celestial  and 
terrestrial  treasures : bestow  upon  us,  on  this  occasion, 
life-sustaining  riches. 

10.  Indra  and  Agni,  who  are  to  be  attracted  by 
hymns;  you,  who  hear  our  invocation  (accompanied) 
by  praises,  and  by  all  adorations,  come  hither  to  drink 
of  this  Sbrna-libation. 

Sukta  XI.  (LX.) 

The  deities  and  Riski  as  before:  the  metre  of  the  three  first 

stanzas  is  Trishtubh , of  the  next  nine  Gdyatri , of  the  thir- 
teenth Trishtubhf  of  the  fourteenth  13rihatif  and  of  the  last 

Anushtubh . 

1.  He  overcomes  his  enemy,  and  acquires  food,  who 
worships  the  victorious  Indra  and  Agni,  the  lords  of 
infinite  opulence,  most  powerful  in  strength,  desirous 
of  (sacrificial)  food. 

2.  Indra  and  Agni,  verily  you  have  combated  for 
(the  recovery  of)  the  cows,  the  waters,  the  sun,  the 
dawns  that  had  been  carried  away  (by  the  Asuras) : 
thou  reunitest,  Indra,  (with  the  world),  the  quarters 
of  the  horizon,  the  sun,  the  wonderful  waters,  the 
dawns,  the  cattle,  and  so  dost  thou,  Agni,  who  hast 
the  Niyut  steeds, 

3.  Slayers  of  Vritra,  Indra  and  Agni,  come  down 
with  foe-subduing  energies,  (to  be  invigorated)  by 
(our)  offerings:  be  manifest  to  us,  Indra  and  Agni, 
with  unblameable  and  most  excellent  riches. 
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4.  I invoke  those  two,  the  whole  of  whose  deeds  of 
old  have  been  celebrated : In  dr  a and  Agni  harm  us 
not.1 

5.  We  invoke  the  fierce  Indra  and  Agni,  the  slayers 
of  enemies : may  they  give  us  success  in  similar  war- 
fare.2 

6.  Counteract  all  oppressions  (committed)  by  the 
pious:  counteract  all  oppressions  (committed)  by  the 
impious  :3 4  protectors  of  the  virtuous,  destroy  all  those 
who  hate  us. 

7.  Indra  and  Agni,  these  hymns  glorify  you  both: 
drink,  bestowers  of  happiness,  the  libation. 

8.  Indra  and  Agni,  leaders  (of  rites),  whose  Niyiit 
steeds  are  desired  by  many,  come  with  them  to  the 
donor  (of  the  libation). 

9.  Come  with  them,  leaders  (of  rites),  to  the  effused 
libation,  to  drink,  Indra  and  Agni,  of  the  Soma} 

10.  Glorify  that  Agni  who  envelopes  all  the  forests 
with  flame,  who  blackens  them  with  (his)  tongue. 

11.  The  mortal  who  presents  the  gratifying  (obla- 
tion) to  Indra  in  the  kindled  (fire),  to  him  (Indra 
grants)  acceptable  waters  for  his  sustenance. 

12.  May  those  two  grant  us  strengthening  food, 
and  swift  horses  to  convey  (our  offerings).5 


1 Sdma-Veda,  ii.  203. 

2 Sdma-Veda , II.  204.,  Yajur-Veda , 33.  61. 

3 Hato  vritrany-dryd  hato  ddsdni,  vritrdni  and  ddsdini , 
being  neuter,  can  scarcely  signify  dryas  and  data » themselves ; 
therefore  the  scholiast  interprets  them  dryaih  and  dasaih  hri- 
tdni , things  done  by  them  severally,  that  is,  upadravajdtdni, 
things  generated  by  violence  or  oppression  and  the  like : also 
Sdma-Veda , ii.  205. 

4 This  and  the  two  preceding  occur  Sdma-Veda,  n.  341 — 343. 

5 Sdma-Veda , n.  409 — 501. 
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13.  I invoke  you  both,  Indra  and  Aoni,  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  sacrifice ; and  both  together  to  be  exhi- 
larated by  the  (sacrificial)  food;  for  you  are  both 
donors  of  food  and  riches,  and  therefore  I invoke  you 
both  for  the  obtaining  of  sustenance. 

14.  Come  to  us  with  herds  of  cattle,  with  troops 
of  horses,  with  ample  treasures,  divine  friends,  Indra 
and  Agni:  givers  of  happiness,  we  invoke  you  as  such 
for  your  friendship. 

15.  Hear,  Indra  and  Agni,  the  invocation  of  the 
institutor  of  the  rite  as  he  offers  the  libation : partake 
of  the  offering : come,  quaff  the  sweet  Soma  beverage. 

Sukta  XII.  (LXI.) 

The  deity  is  Saraswati;  the  Rishi  as  before;  the  metre  of  the 
three  first  stanzas  and  of  the  thirteenth  is  Jagatt,  of  the 
fourteenth  Trishtuhh , and  of  the  rest  Gdyatr'i. 

Varga  xxx.  1.  She  gave  to  the  donor  of  the  oblations,  Vadii- 
ryaswa,  a son,  DivodasA1  endowed  with  speed,  and 
acquitting  the  debt  (due  to  gods  and  progenitors) ; 
she  who  destroyed  the  churlish  niggard,  (thinking) 
only  of  himself:2  such  are  thy  great  bounties,  Sara- 
swat/. 

2.  With  impetuous  and  mighty  waves3  she  breaks 
down  the  precipices  of  the  mountains,  like  a digger 


1 The  Vishnu  Parana  makes  the  father  of  Bivvddsa,  Bah - 
wasrva , hut  this  is  a various  or  erroneous  reading:  it  is  another 
representation  of  the  name  Bandhydswa : a MSS.  of  the  Vdyu 
Pur  ana  is  cited  in  the  note  for  the  reading  of  our  text,  Badh- 
iyaswa.  Vishnu  Purdna,  p.  454,  note  51. 

2 Pani  as  usual. 

3 In  the  first  stanza  Saraswati  has  been  addressed  as  a god- 
dess : here  she  is  praised  as  a river : the  confusion  pervades  the 
entire  Si/hta. 
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for  the  lotus  fibres:1  we  adore  for  our  protection,  with 
praises  and  with  sacred  rites,  Saraswati  the  under- 
miner  of  both  her  hanks. 

3.  Destroy,  SaraswatI,  the  revilers  of  the  gods, 
the  offspring  of  the  universal  deluder,  Vrisaya  :2  giver 
of  sustenance,  thou  hast  acquired  for  men  the  lands 
(seized  by  the  A suras),  and  hast  showered  water  upon 
them.3 


1 Bisa-khd  iva,  hi  sum  khanati,  who  digs  the  bisa,  the  long 
fibres  of  the  stem  of  the  lotus,  in  delving  for  which  he  breaks 
down  the  banks  of  the  pond. 

2 Vrisaya  is  a name  of  Twashtri , whose  son  was  Vrxtra : in 
i Sdyanas  introduction  to  the  Blach,  or  Taittiriya  Yajush , a 
curious  legend  is  related,  intended  to  illustrate  the  importance 
of  correctly  accentuating  the  words  of  the  Veda:  Indra , it  is 
said,  had  killed  a son  of  Twashtri,  named  Visicariipa,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  there  was  enmity  between  them,  and,  upon 
the  occasion  of  a ♦S'oma-sacrifice,  celebrated  by  Twashtri , he 
omitted  to  include  Indra  in  his  invitations  to  the  gods:  Indra , 
however,  came  an  uninvited  guest,  and  by  force  took  a part  of 
the  &omo-iibation ; with  the  remainder  Twashtri  performed  a 
sacrifice  for  the  birth  of  an  individual  who  should  avenge  his 
quarrel  and  destroy  his  adversary,  directing  the  priest  to  pray, 
now  let  a man  be  born  and  prosper,  the  killer  of  Indra : in 
uttering  the  Mantra , however,  the  officiating  priest  made  a 
mistake  in  the  accentuation  of  the  term  Indraghdtaka,  slayer 
of  Indra , in  which  sense,  as  a Tat-purusha  compound,  the 
acute  accent  should  have  been  placed  upon  the  last  sjdlable; 
instead  of  which  the  reciter  of  the  Mantra  placed  the  accent  on 
the  first  syllable,  whereby  the  compound  became  a Bahuvrihi 
epithet,  signifying  one  of  whom  Indra  is  the  slayer:  conse- 
quently, when,  by  virtue  of  the  rite,  Vritra  was  produced,  he 
was  foredoomed  by  the  wrong  accentuation  to  be  put  to  death 
by  Indra,  instead  of  becoming  his  destroyer:  Taittiriya  Yajush , 
p.  43. 

3 Kshitibhyo  avaniravindo  visham  ebhyo  usravah  may  also 
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4.  May  the  divine  Saraswat f,  the  acceptress  of 
(sacrificial)  food,  the  protectress  of  her  worshippers, 
sustain  us  with  (abundant)  viands. 

5.  Divine  Saraswat /,  protect  him  engaged  in  con- 
flict for  the  sake  of  wealth,  who  glorifies  thee  like 
Indra. 

6.  Divine  Saraswat/,  abounding  in  food,  protect 
us  in  combat,  and,  like  Pushan,  give  us  gifts. 

7.  May  the  fierce  Saraswat/,  riding  in  a golden 
chariot,  the  destructress  of  enemies,  be  pleased  by  our 
earnest  laudation. 

8.  May  she  whose  might,  infinite,  undeviating, 
splendid,  progressive,  water -shedding,  proceeds  loud- 
sounding. 

9.  Overcome  all  our  adversaries,  and  bring  to  us 
her  other  water-laden  sisters,* 1  as  the  ever-rolling  sun 
(leads  on)  the  days. 

10.  May  Saraswat/,  who  has  seven  sisters,2  who  is 
dearest  amongst  those  dear  to  us,  and  is  fully  propi- 
tiated, be  ever  adorable. 

11.  May  Saraswat/,  filling  (with  radiance)  the 
vast  expanse  of  earth  and  heaven,  defend  us  from  the 
reviler. 

12.  Abiding  in  the  three  worlds,  comprising  seven 
elements,3  cherishing  the  five  races  (of  beings),  she  is 
ever  to  be  invoked  in  battle. 


admit  of  a different  interpretation,  according  to  Sdyana,  or,  thou 
hast  shed  poison  upon  them,  or  destroyed  them. 

1 Ati  swasriranyd  ritdvaH  : ati  is  put,  it  is  said,  for  atini , to 
lead  over  or  beyond,  ,or  in  the  order  of  the  text,  ati  dwishah, 
may  the  other  sisters  overcome  those  who  hate  us. 

2 Saptasicasd:  either  the  seven  metres  of  the  Vedas,  or  the 
seven  rivers. 

3 Saptadhdtu , as  before,  either  the  metres  or  the  rivers. 
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13.  She  who  is  distinguished  amongst  them1  as 
eminent  in  greatness  and  in  her  glories ; she  who  is 
the  most  impetuous  of  all  other  streams ; she  who  has 
been  created  vast  in  capacity  as  a chariot,2  she,  Sara- 
swati,  is  to  be  glorified  by  the  discreet  (worshipper). 

14.  Guide  us,  Saraswati,  to  precious  wealth;  re- 
duce us  not  to  insignificance;3  overwhelm  us  not  with 
(excess  of)  water  ; be  pleased  by  our  friendly  (ser- 
vices) and  access  to  our  habitations,  and  let  us  not 
repair  to  places  unacceptable  to  thee. 

1 Asu,  amongst  them,  divinities,  or  rivers,  devatdndm  uadi- 
ndm  madhye. 

2 Hatha  iva  hrihati  vibhwane  kritd  : made  great  in  vastness, 
like  a chariot  created  by  Prajapati , so  created,  vibhwane, 
vibhutwaya,  for  greatness  or  vastness. 

3 Md  apa  spharth : spharu , it  is  said,  means  increase,  great- 
ness, prosperity ; with  the  prefix,  it  implies  the  reverse,  ajrra- 
vriddhdn  md  kdrshih , do  not  make  us  unimportant  or  abject. 
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III. 

(XIII.) 

The  same, 

The  same. 

143. 

IV. 

(XIV.) 

The  same, 

The  same. 

144. 

V. 

(XV.) 

Agni,  Somaka,  Aswins, 

The  same. 

iia 

VI. 

(XVI.) 

Indra, 

The  same. 

512 

INDEX  OF  T1IE  SUKTAS. 

Page. 

Sukta. 

Deity. 

ft  i.shi. 

15a 

VII. 

(XVII.) 

Indra, 

Vamadeva. 

1fi3.  VII r. 

(XVIII.) 

Indra,  Aditi, 

The  same  with 

Vamadeva, 

Indra  and  Aditi 

AllIIYAYA  VI. 

157, 

IX. 

(XIX.) 

Indra, 

Vamadeva. 

m 

X. 
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Duslnyanta , 408 
Divita , 204 
Dyotana , 424 
Dyumna , 207 

316,  488,  490 

152,  178,  283, 
404,424 


Evayamaruty  378 

Gandharbas, 

Ganges , 465 
Garga , 470 

20, 22,  23 
GatUy  283 
Gaupdyanas,  268 
Gaura , 163,  365 
Gaurivitiy  274 
Gavaya , 163 
Gavishthira , 231 
Gaya , 253,  255 
Gayatri,  71 
Gayatri,  {The),  110 
Gharma , 281  . 
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RudraSy  332,  343,  359, 
378 

RusamaSy  280 

Sachiy  107 
Saddprma , 312, 313 
Sadhrij,  311 
Sahadeva,  145 
Saharakshas,  274 
Sakra,  58,  147, 289 


Sdma y 334 

Sambaraf  148,173, 179, 
419,  435,  436,  444, 

456 

Samvarana , 286,  288 
Samya , 457 
Saptavadhriy  365 
Saramd,  43,  147, 314 
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482,  487 
Yayya,  158,  367 
Veiasay  228 
VctasUy  435 
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